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THIS LOVE
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‘Fluke’ Cover Takes
Spiderbait To No. 1

A raucous update of U.S. rock
quartet Ram Jam's 1977 version of
Leadbelly’s “Black Betty” has given
Australian band Spiderbait its first

SPIDERBAIT: SNARES FIRST CHART- TOPPER

No. 1 hit. But the Melbourne trio’s
drummer, Kram (aka Mark Maher),
considers the single a fluke. “I was a
huge fan of Ram Jam,” he says. “Our
version is based on what I remember
as a kid listening to it on TV. We
learned it for the

sets,” Berlatier says. “We would like
him to play live, but his music needs
10 musicians, which so far is a no-go.
If the album sells, it may well be pos-
sible.” Last month, Dimitri played at
the Cannes Film Festival launch
party for Pedro Almodévar’s “Bad
Education” after the Spanish director
personally invited him. Dimitri will
play European DJ dates this summer,
including stops in the United King-
dom, France and Spain.  GARY SMITH

MAMA AFRICA RETURNS: South
African singer Miriam Makeba marks
the 10th anniversary of the end of
apartheid and Nelson Mandela’s June
1994 election as president with her
first album in four vears. “Reflections”
reflects on her five-decade career with
new arrangements of manv of her
classic songs. Heads Up International
will release the album internationally
June 22. Among the 13 tracks are new
versions of “Pata Pata,” "Click Song”
and other early hits. “These are some
of the songs most associated with me
from different times in my life,” she

live set only, and my
original plan was to
have three drum
solos on it. But the
other two members
outvoted me.”
“Black Betty” sits
comtfortably with
Spiderbait’s return
to hard rock on the
album “Tonight
Alright” (Universal),

Global
Pulse

Nigel Williamson, Editor

nwilliamson@billboard.com

after the electro

experimentation of “The Flight of
Wally Funk” (2001). The new album
was recorded in Weed, Calif,, at pro-
ducer Sylvia Massy Shivy’s Radiostar
Studios. Shivy insisted Spiderbait cul
a “live-sounding record that rocked.”
Kram says. “Tonight Alright” was
released March 28 in Australia and is
due this summer on Interscope in
the United States and Polydor in the
United King‘dom. CHRISTIE ELIEZER

PARISIAN ATTITUDE: “Cruising Atti-
tude” (Discograph) is only the sec-
ond studio album by Dimitri From
Paris in eight years. The I'rench DJ’s
first, “Sacrebleu,” bowed on Yellow
Records/EastWest in 1996 and has
shipped 500,000 units worldwide,
according to the label. Despite his
extended absence from the studio,
Dimitri’s reputation as one of
France’s best house-music DJs
augurs wel! for his belated second
effort, released May 24. So far, Paris-
hased Discograph has shipped 20,000
copies throughout Isurope, accord-
ing to marketing manager Pierre-
Louis Berlatier. For the moment,
Dimitri’s hectic global DJing sched-
ule provides the album’s main sup-
port. “He is currently only playing DJ

says, “and it was a joy to sing and
record them again.” After more than
three decades in exile. Makeba
returned to South Africa at Man-
dela’s request after his 1990 release
from prison. NIGEL WILLIAMSON

COMING UP AND OVER: This column
first noted the talent of Dublin’s
Cathy Davey in late 2002, when she
sang on Autamata’s electronica
album "My Sanctuary,” released by
London-based indie RG Records.
After that, the 25-vear-old daughter of
[rish composer Shaun Davey con-
tributed vocals to Elbow’s 2003
album, “Cast of Thousands™ (V2). But
she has also been making waves on
her own. Although Davey has hardly
ever played live, she inked a world-
wide deal with Parlophone in the
United Kingdom. The label teamed
her with highly rated voung producer
Ben Hillier (Blur, Elhow) for the crit-
ically acclaimed EP “Come Over.”
released in April. A new single, “Clean
and Neat,” will precede Davey’s as-
yet-untitled debut album, due Aug. 6
in the United Kingdom and Ireland.
In the meantime, she will support
EMI labelmates Supergrass and Gra-
ham Coxon on U.K. dates. NICK KELLY
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