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PREFACE 
 
 
 

Since 1998, Dr. Jon Michael Spencer has donated more than 1,100 
books from his personal research library as well as selected journals, 
microfilm of historic papers and research documentation to the L. 
Douglas Wilder Library at Virginia Union University. 
 

The subject areas reflect his specialties in the history and theology of 
African-American sacred and secular music, African history and slave 
culture, and African-American history and sociology. The collection 
includes a significant number of hymnals from various denominations. 
The former University of Richmond music and American studies 
professor is now a professor of religious studies at the University of 
South Carolina. He earned a music degree from Hampton University 
and completed graduate work in music composition as well as theology 
at Washington University and Duke Divinity School. 
 

Spencer donated this extensive collection to VUU for several reasons. 
Until the summer 2000, he was a resident of Richmond and VUU was 
the city’s African American university. As well, VUU has a School of 
Theology and Spencer has published extensively in the area of religion. 
Finally, his architect father, John H. Spencer, participated in the design 
of the Wilder library. It is in the elder Spencer’s name that Dr. Spencer 
has donated his collections. 
 

The books are housed in the library’s closed collections. It is Spencer’s 
wish that his collection not circulate, but instead be used as a 
reference collection.  
 

In addition to the books, Spencer has given the library his research 
files containing the materials he has gathered in the writing of 13 
books and many book chapters, articles and papers. 
 

Featured in these files are copies of diaries  belonging to Verna Arvey, 
the wife of William Grant Still, called the “dean of Negro composers”; a 
book manuscript by his daughter, Judith Still, and microfilm of the 
William Grant Still and Verna Arvey Papers. 
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As an alumnus of Hampton University, Spencer has collected research 
files on soprano Dorothy Maynor, another Hampton alumnus; R. 
Nathaniel Dett, Hampton’s choir director, and historic photographs 
from the Hampton University archives. 
 

No appointment is necessary to use the Spencer collection. Please 
direct your inquiries to the reference librarian. This bibliography will be 
available online through the Wilder Library web page: 
www.vuu.edu/library/home.htm.    
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a  reappraisal. Sponsored by Spelman College.  Atlanta, Ga.: Spelman 
College, 1985. 
 
Go preach my gospel: messages by ministers in the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Gregory G.M. Ingram, editor. 
 
Memorial edition of the National Jubilee melody song book: in memory 
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Bible         BS 
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Buddhism        BQ 
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Psychology        BF 
 
Recreation        GV 
 
Religions        BL 
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Theology 
 
- Doctrinal        BT 
- Practical        BV 
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