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PREFACE

Since 1998, Dr. Jon Michael Spencer has donated more than 1,100
books from his personal research library as well as selected journals,
microfilm of historic papers and research documentation to the L.
Douglas Wilder Library at Virginia Union University.

The subject areas reflect his specialties in the history and theology of
African-American sacred and secular music, African history and slave
culture, and African-American history and sociology. The collection
includes a significant number of hymnals from various denominations.
The former University of Richmond music and American studies
professor is now a professor of religious studies at the University of
South Carolina. He earned a music degree from Hampton University
and completed graduate work in music composition as well as theology
at Washington University and Duke Divinity School.

Spencer donated this extensive collection to VUU for several reasons.
Until the summer 2000, he was a resident of Richmond and VUU was
the city’s African American university. As well, VUU has a School of
Theology and Spencer has published extensively in the area of religion.
Finally, his architect father, John H. Spencer, participated in the design
of the Wilder library. It is in the elder Spencer’s name that Dr. Spencer
has donated his collections.

The books are housed in the library’s closed collections. It is Spencer’s
wish that his collection not circulate, but instead be used as a
reference collection.

In addition to the books, Spencer has given the library his research
files containing the materials he has gathered in the writing of 13
books and many book chapters, articles and papers.

Featured in these files are copies of diaries belonging to Verna Arvey,
the wife of William Grant Still, called the “dean of Negro composers”; a
book manuscript by his daughter, Judith Still, and microfilm of the
William Grant Still and Verna Arvey Papers.



As an alumnus of Hampton University, Spencer has collected research
files on soprano Dorothy Maynor, another Hampton alumnus; R.
Nathaniel Dett, Hampton’s choir director, and historic photographs
from the Hampton University archives.

No appointment is necessary to use the Spencer collection. Please
direct your inquiries to the reference librarian. This bibliography will be
available online through the Wilder Library web page:
www.vuu.edu/library/home.htm.
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A.M.E.Z. Hymnody

Abolition Songs

Africa

African Music

African-American Catholic Congregation Movement
African-American Catholic Hymnal
African-American History, Culture and Cultural Criticism
Articles from Louisiana State Library/WPA
Articles in Religion

Arvey Diaries

Arvey, Verna Interview

Augustine

Baptist Hymnody

Black Art, Drama and Dance

Black Church Articles

Black Church Harlem 1900-1930

Black Classical, Blue and Jazz Music

Black Identity

Black Music/Preaching

Black Popular Music

Black Religion

Black Television

Blues

Blues Handy

Blues Notes

Borroff, Edith

California Eagle

Catholic Churches

Church of Christ Holiness

Civil Rights Songs and Papers

Clippings — Arvey Scrapbooks, South Africa, William Grant Still
Cogic (Church of God in Christ)
Controversy on Black Cultural Center at Chapel Hill
Curse of Ham

Davis, Miles

Dett, R. Nathaniel

Episcopal Hymnody

Eve-Woman

Freedom’s Lyre

Gospel Notes

Hampton Institute European Tour

Harlem Renaissance

124



Historic Articles

House of God

Howard, Jackie

Ketcham, George F.
Magazines

Maynor, Dorothy

Minstrelsy

Miriani’s Timbrel

Movies and Theaters
Multiracialism

National Baptist Hymnal
New Notes-Multiracialism
New York Amsterdam News
Occult

Pentacostal Music

Philemon

Photos

Race/Printed Matter

Rap

Research to Do on Still
Rhythm and Blues

Sankofa

Sarafina

Scattered Notes

Selected Spencer Files
Shrine of Black Madonna
Social Gospel

Spirituals

Stallings, Father

Still, Judith Book Manuscript
Still, William Grant - Autobiography, Interview, Letters
Still, William Grant - Performance Log, Predictions
Theology of Pentacostalism
United House of Prayer
United Methodist Songs of Zion
Woodson, Carter G.

125



Spencer Bibliography

SUBJECT INDEX TO SPENCER BIBLIOGRAPHY

Classification

Agriculture S
American literature PS
Anthropology GN
Arts in general NX
Bible BS
Bibliography Z
Buddhism BQ
Christian denominations BX
Christianity BR
Collections or series AC
Colonies and colonization Vv
Commerce HF
Communities HT
Dictionaries AG
Drawing and design NC
Economic theory HB

126



Education

- Individual institutions, U.S.

- Special aspects of education

- Theory and practice of education
Engineering TA
English language

English literature

Ethics BJ
Family

Fiction and juvenile belles letters
Finance

Folklore

French literature

Genealogy

Geography

History

History of

- Africa

- America

- Asia

- Civilization

- Education

- Great Britain

- Italy

- Russia

- U.S., local F

Industries

127

LD
LC
LB

PE

PR

HQ
PZ
HG
GR
PQ
CS

DT

DS
CB
LA

DA
DG
DK

HD



Islam BP

Italian literature PQ
Judaism BM
Languages of eastern Asia, Africa and Oceania PL
Law of the U.S. KF
Literature (general) PN
Manners and customs GT
Medicine R

Music M

- Literature on music ML
- Musical instruction and study MT
Oriental philology and literature PJ
Painting ND
Philology and linguistics P

Philosophy B

Political institutions and public administration, U.S. JK

Political theory JC
Portuguese literature PQ
Psychology BF
Recreation GV
Religions BL
Science Q
Sculpture NB

128



Social history and conditions
Social pathology

Social sciences
Socialism and communism

Sociology
Spanish literature

Statistics
Theology

- Doctrinal
- Practical

Visual arts

129

HN
HV

HX

HM

HA

BT
BV



