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The Old Italic script unifies a number of related historical alphabets located on the Italian peninsula
which were used for non-Indo-European languages (Etruscan and probably North Picene, which is
likely not related to Etruscan), and various Indo-European languages belonging to the Italic branch
(Faliscan and members of the Sabellian group, including Oscan, Umbrian, and South Picene). The
ultimate source for the alphabets in ancient Italy is Euboean Greek used at Ischia and Cumae in the
bay of Naples in the eighth century BCE. Unfortunately, no Greek abecedaries from southern Italy
have survived. The alphabets for Faliscan, Oscan, Umbrian, North Picene, and South Picene all
derive from an original Etruscan form of the repertoire. The Alpine or North Italic alphabets, which
include the Venetic, Raetic, and Cisalpine (Lepontic and Cisalpine Gaulish) alphabets, have also
been unified with Old Italic. The North Italic alphabets are thought to be the source for Runic, which
is encoded at U+16A0-U+16FF.

The unification of these alphabets into a single Old Italic script requires language-specific fonts
because the glyphs most commonly used may differ somewhat depending on the language being
represented. This Technical Note provides a chart showing a set of common glyph variants for Old
Italic, which may be used to assist in font development, for instance. North Italic scripts are shown
to the right. The first symbol (that is, the left-most symbol) listed in each column is the most
common; rarer symbols are not listed. The chart covers the many historical alphabets of Italy.

The Messapic alphabet is also found on the Italian peninsula, and was used for a separate Indo-
European branch, Messapic. The Messapic alphabet was derived directly from Greek sources, not
from an Etruscan prototype. Accordingly, Messapic should be unified with Greek, not Old Italic, and
hence is not included on the chart.
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Old Italic alphabets North Italic alphabets

Marsiliana Oscan North Picene Venetic
Archaic Etruscan Umbrian South Picene Raetic
Neo-Etruscan Faliscan Cisalpine Celtic
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