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From Satirbap Januatry 19, to _ @mfﬁﬂ? January 25; 1799,

IFh: ‘e/a” _7'1171 uary 22, 1799 _
ETTERS, of which the follomng are Co-

pies, were Yefterday received from the Earl
of Balcarras, by His Grace the Duke of Portland,
one of His Majefty’s Principal Sccretarsms of State.

My Lord, ) jama'ca, Now. 7, 1798.
ON the 31ﬂ: of O&ober I received a Difpatch
from the Bay of Honduras.

Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow informs me, that the
Settlers had been attacked by a Flotilla confifting
of Thlrty-one Vellels, having on- board Two Thou-
fand Land Troop? and Yive Hundred Seamen:
Arthur O’ Neil, Governor-General of Yucatan, and
a Field- Malfhal in the Service of Spain, com-
manded in Perfon. I have great Satisfaion in
tranfmitting the Letter of the Lieutenant-Colonel,
by which your Grace will be informed, that this
Armament has been repulfed, and the Expedition
entizely fruftrated.

The Lieutenant-Colonel fpeaks in the handfomeft
Manner of the Conduét of Captain Mofs, of His
Majeily s Ship Merlin, and of the wondecful Ex-
crtions of the Settlers and their Negro Slaves, who
manned the Gun-Boats. _

The Conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow, and
of the Settlers, in putting the Port of Honduras-
Bay into a refpe@able State of Defence, as well as
the gallant Manner in which it wds maintained,
gives me entire Satisfaction, and it is with Pleafule
that I report their Services to your Grace.

1 have the Honor to be, &c. &c. &ec.

. BALCARRAS.
To Hr,r Grace the Du.{‘e of Partland.

My Lord, Honduvas, Sq‘)l 23, 1798.
ATTER the Date of my lalt Difpatch of the
11th, 14th, and 21ft Augnft, by the Exprefs
Boat waft, i continved to ftrengthen our Flotilla,
which now confifts of, _
No.1. Towler, 1 Gun, Eighteen-Pounder :
No. 2. Tickler, 1 Gun, Eighteen-Pounder :
No. 3. Mermaid, 1 Gun, Nine-Pounder:
No. 4. Swinger, 4 Guns, Six-Pourders, 2.
Four-Pounders ;

zd 2 Gu"s,

No. 5. Teazer, § Guns, Four:Pounders:
Befides Eight Tlat Gun-Boats, carrying each a

Nine-Pounder in the Prow.

No. 1 and 2 dre.commanded by Mr Gellton
and Mr. Hofmer, Mafters of Merchant Viffels, who,
\Vll’.h. fome of their Crews, volunteered the Bufinefs
in 2 very handfome Marner : to thofe Gentlemen I
am much indebted for their able and a&ive Services.
The Mafters and Crews of all the other Veflels con
fift entirely of Volunteers from the Colonial Froops,
and together amount to Three Hundred and Fifty-
four Men how on float. 'The Enemy was {o well
watched by Scout-Boats and Canaes, that hot a ﬁngle
Movement could be made by him withdui our
Knowledge ; and finding” that he aimed at the Pof-
feffion of St. Gearge’s-Key, the Armed Veflels,
No. 1, 4, and 5, were fent to that Place to guard
the narrow Channels leading to that commodious
Harbour,

On the 3d of Scptember the Enemy endeav.oured
to force a Paffage over Montego Kev-Shoal with
Five Veflels, Two of which -carried heavy Metal,
but was repulfed: ke renewed. his Attempt on the
following Day ; but our little Squadien, being now
rehiforced by Six Gun-Boats; beat them off with
great Eafle, and the Five Veflels returned to the
main Body of the Fleet, then at Anchor about
Two leagues to the Northward. This Move-
ment gave our People an Opportunity of drawing
and deftroying all the Beacons and Stakes which
the Enemy had placed in this narrow and crooked
Channel, and without the Ufe of which nothing but
Veflels of a very cafy Draught of Water can pafs.
On the 5th, the {ame Veflels; accompanied by T'wo
éthers, ind a Number of Launches, endeavoured to
get over this Shoal by another Paﬂ'ao‘e, but were re-
paued apparently with Lofs. On thisy as well ag
on the Two preceding Days, the Spaniards ex-
pended an immenfe Quantity of Ammunition to no
Manner of Purpofe ; while our People fired compa-
ratively little, but with a Steadinels which {urpaffed
my mott fanguine Hopes.

_Captain Mofs, in his Majefty’s Ship Merlin, left
his Anchorage at Belize on the Evening of the sth,
and amved at St. George’s-Key about Noon on the:
oLh of September. The Spaniards ha'.mg found a;

affage through the Leeward Channe:s impractit



