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General subjects

General subjects primarily prepare 
you for tertiary study, further 
education and training and work.

Applied subjects

Applied subjects focus on practical 
skills and prepare you for work.

Short Courses

Short Courses provide a foundation 
for further learning in a range of areas.

Vocational education and 
training

VET qualifications develop your skills 
and get you ready for work through 
practical learning. VET can also lead 
to further education and training.

Other courses

Other courses allow you to study 
a specific area of interest. These 
include recognised certificates and 
awards, and university subjects 
studied while at school.

Core

Core

Preparatory or 
Complementary

depending on 
course

Core, Preparatory 
or Complementary

depending on 
course

Core, Preparatory 
or Complementary

depending on 
course

Up to 4 per course

Up to 4 per course

1 per course

Up to 8 per course

As recognised 
by QCAA

All subjects 
may contribute

Only 1 may 
contribute

when combined with 
4 General subjects

Short Courses do 
not contribute

Only 1 may 
contribute

 at Certificate III level or 
higher, when combined 
with 4 General subjects

Course type

QCE learning options
For students completing Year 12 from 2020

Where will your QCE take you?

Talk with your school about available courses, then explore your options and find your pathway at 
www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/new-snr-assessment-te.

With hundreds of course combinations available, you can choose the Queensland Certificate of Education 
(QCE) learning options that are right for you.

QCE category QCE credit ATAR

Check with QTAC

depends on course


