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Third World Academy of Sciences (Secretary); Latin American Academy of Sciences (Caracas,
Venezuela). Corresponding Member: Academia Nacional de Ciencias Ma-tematicas, Fisicas y
Naturales (Venezuela); Academia de Medicina (Venezuela); Sociedad de Biologia (Argentina);
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Academy of Science (India); Académie Natio-nale de Médecine (France).

Summary of scientific research

It has covered three areas:

1) The study of rural tropical anemias and their relationship with hookworm infection. This study, of
a quantitative nature, was performed with the help of radioactive isotopes. Widespread prevalence
of iron absorption under many different nutritional conditions was shown. This has led more
recently to the en-richment of staples with iron in certain tropical communities.

2) The study of iodine metabolism in endemic and non-endemic goiter areas. It has been
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demonstrated, among other things, that isolated Indians from the Amazon territory have all the
ear-marks of iodine deficiency without goiter, and hence that iodine defi-ciency may be a
necessary but not a sufficient condition for the production of goiter.

3) Over the past ten years, | have shifted to the study of sociological and historical aspects of the
scientific community in a Latin American developing country, specifically Venezuela. The
characteristics and evolution of such a community have been determined.
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