M.G. MGB GT Coupé ...

MCE: Fixed top deriva-
1-8-litre MGE; robust
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HE of the “hite™ of last vear's

London Show, the new MGH

GT coupé makes friends right
away through its good looks and the
exceptional practicality of s by,
Perhaps there is mwore 1o its looks
than simple beauty of form, for the
car has an air of robust build and ft-
ness for the purpose which s bome
oui completely on the rosd.

By comparison with the MGE
apen sports car it is relatively :Dsll‘!.r,
the exira £143 (including tax) bring-
ing ir almoss o £1000 withour a
heater or the other opticnal equip-
ment ftked o the test car——wire=
spoked wheels and  Dunl o S
tyres, overdrive and o on. CVEl,
ane does not have 1o lonk far 1o dis-
cover where the money goes, and to
appreciate  che l'l.l.n.d.a.m'l:l? differ
emnts between this volume T ]
coupé and those produced by small
specialist firms. The quality of the
interior furnishing and the care with
which all the dewail work has been
planned pur this GT well ino the
1.l]:|]:|ﬂ' middle class, so o speak.

a rmetal I:v|:|-|:|-,, with the extra
ghn:ﬁlrinuhhtuuih.asﬂllu
insulating the merior with  heavy

eadening materials, has put
the overall weight up by nbnuﬂ:jli cwi;
yet the rosd performance = nﬂ:-—
ginally inferor 1o that of the MGE
spoeTs J-searer ntested just over a
year aga. [ he meam i Ie=

corded in the coupé is slightly up in
direct m-p. slighdy doewn in overdrive
mp comparison, This discrepancy
Il:el'h: resuli of having 1o use the
MLEA. banked circuit for these
fignares in the case of the coupé, which
may not have allowed the lima o be
reached 1 overdrive. Since it took
only BIsce longer bo cover the gquar-
ter-mile from a standing start, it
evident that s acceleration is omly
slightly inferior ** through the gears,”
although most of the dmes for 20
m.ph. merements in individual gears
are g seconmd or twoe slower,

Fuel Consumplion

Comparing the stesdy-speed fuel
consumpiion fgures, the laver car was
more eoonomical in the all-impoetant
middle range, a little heavier ar the
lowest and highest speeds. Iis ower-
all consumpuion proved very much
the same, at 22:8 m.p.g. (the open Two-
seater's was 220 m.p.g.); bt one Bas
te bear in mind that the current 70
mph, limin is beneficial o this aver-

AgE-

Although the two models share &
common mechanical basis, the dif-
ferences m purpese and  character
berween them are as between a sports
and a sporting car.  In the case of the
coups it i particularly important o
relate the moead performance o terms
of figures 1o the manner 0 which they

-



430

Autocar Road Test 2069

mare: M.G.
rvre: MGB GT Coupe

WEIGHT

Kerh weight (with oil, water wnd Beall-fusll el
ramb): 21-Lowt T,

Froe-rear dur.r'lhl.l.tl-un - 511 R, 48

Laden as tested .. rrhwt (2715161231 kg)

TURHING CIRCLES

Betwsen karby o L, IHt lin,; R, 33t 4in,
Betwesn walk - L, 33t in.: R, 34 Sin,
Steering wheal turni leth w lack . B9

PERFORMAMNCE DATA

Civerdrive top gear m.p.h, par 1,000 r.p.m, HE
Top pear m.ph, per 1000 rpm. ..

Mesn pisten speed at M. power I, ISﬂ'I'l'..'mH'.
Engine revs at mean max epeed [(direct top)

rp.m,
Bh.p. por ton laden .. .. .. .- 78
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Speed range and time In seconds

ALTOCAR, 4 Manch s
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(s 30 map b, 35In 0-3g I S0t
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1000s 0-Tig S0t
115k 0-50g 13-4l
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are socomplished. Thuos, although 9%
net bhp for a 1-8-litre engine is
quite 3 healthy figuse, it is unremark-
able for these days, and the M.G.
can e uut-:n:dznth:l by touring
saloons with engines no bigger, But
none of these could better the MG
for sheer wractability a1 very low en-
Eine speeds, nor for the cleanmess of its
pick-up even from 3 r.p.m. i top
gear. Indeed, it 15 & most docile beast,
utterly free from any empersment; in

this respeci—and others—in  shoualkd
e wvery suitable for the woman
driver who appreciates a chic line
bat is not prepared w suffer for i in

WaYE,

Horwever, she would discover that
the hrakes call for 3 somewhat hefry
push om the pedal, that to press the
pear lever against a spring-loading
before pulling 1t back into reverse is
likewize ma L taik, and that the
imteror door handles are clumay w
use; pull-our wiggers would be much
Autocar’s staf would all pre-
fer o smaller steering=wheel; a reducs
tion in dimmeter froem 16§ wo 15Mn.

tive. Apart froen passing through

slight perioc at 1,200-1,500 r.pm. 'I:l'-l:
engine i3 smooth and swest up to the
liir in direct top—eguivalent w
abm.nﬁ,ﬁm-rp_m_,uﬂlbmjuubb

E;thcmmntlt
n].ﬁplﬂl lisrit 3% abenat
6,000 T, just whﬂc the oranpge-
coloured quasdrant on the rev-conmer
gives place to red; at this point the
engine has become somewhat mone
obtrusive 13 the ear, while remaining
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smoodh and free from thrash or
audible valve bounce.

In the lower gears &,000 r.p.m. takes
ooe to 30 in Ist, S0 in 2nd, BD in
3rd and pearly 100 in overdrive 3rd.
There is thus & considerable jump in
ratin from Pnd 1o 3rd, bt the 1
full torgue curve takes care of this
satifactorily. The Laycock-de Nor-
manville overdrive Ls exactly that,
providing a " cruising ™ step=up Iml:l:l
top that really cuts the reve down and
coebles high speeds e be mainmained
with listhe engine fuss, as well as
reducing the fuel consumption by a
very worthwhile percentage.  For
cxample, a1 & steady 80 moph, our
electric meter recorded 219 mopog. in
direct top, 26.1 in overdrive. Ower-
drive 3rd and direct top are very close,
bat in cermain circumstances the exira
speed and convenience of the electric
change can save wital time. One miis

The engine © risment is tididy orran

I:lh"rﬂ. Flexible bi
e Ml e

haul the manufacturers over the coals
for the crratic specdometer, thar
wollld csuse 3 law-abiding citizen 10
obstruct his fellow motorists by cruis-
ing at 65 mp.h in T0-limits.

Purely & 3 demonstrathon of -
:.l:ul:l: we wok scoeleration figures in

rive top (in which 1,000 engine
:rpl:rl are eguivalent o i‘..'-.‘] mph
road speed) from 20 moph., and weie
astonished by the manner im which
the car gathersd speed without snatch
or heanztion. An miubrtor swich
venis the overdrive from disengag-
ing on the overrun, thus sidestepping
3 pource of jerk and strain on the
trapsmission.  As it s, the changes
are exremely smoocth,

The M.G. gearbex has no synchro-
mesh for 1st pear and & very noisy
in 1st and reverse, but otherwne guiet
except for some hiss from the con-
seant mesh pinions. The synchromesh

|

. ond the bonnet lioed withk ssund-desdening
the rodiaber are 1o asd frem che enging ol coaler,

431




Abwve; Smmall expreds with Buill-in platform; chis is the way

far mawisue leggape with ssinimum childres

Right: fnstrumenst amd control lopout is meat and Buiieessiide,
with a matt black backgraund.  Abeod of the pesr levar ave the

ailray and rodio spesker

Balow : Fre-teanope beck peat drivers con be accammuodaned

berween dnd and 3rd was not quite ap
o sorncch in this case. Clutch action
is sweet and pmpr::.si.\'t angd the pedal
lad moderate. There was plensy of
“hite" for our restart on the l-in-3
wesr hill, althonsgh the cluich had 1o
be slipped a bat deliberarely duos to
the relacively high first gear,

For our standing-start accelerntion
figures the road surface was damp but
thers was o apparent wheelsping this,
ogether with the car's very secufe
and stable behaviour on the MLRE.A,
road circulr in that condition, led one
tn appreciate the outstanding wet
weather perlormance of the Dunlop
EP4l radial ply wyre. The MGHE
could be raken throwgh the corners
with the tyres squealing, and no
sudden  brenkaway, It has near
enough neutral characteristics with
just o touch of Initial undersceer, ond
a fine fore-and-aft balance right ta
the point where the l'rlrc: really lose
their grip, when the tail vends 1o slide
most.

At just under three mams lock-1o-

AUTOCAR, 4 March WS

lock for compact turning circles the
steering s reasonably high-geared and
the rack-and-pinion mechanism pro-
Vidles reassuring precision with sromg
caster sction, and practically no feed-
back of shocks [rom the road wheels.
Mo concenuration is needed 1o aim the
car, and its directional seability an
apecd 1 beyond criticism.

Springing

Az for suspension, fram every
standpodal the engincers ar Abingdon
have done a good job for an essen-
tially conventional layout, achisvinmg
the high standard of roadholding ex-
pected of an MG, withowt sal:rilgl::ir:,g
ride comfort, Tt is, in fec1, 8 resson-
zbly saft springing system, with exced-
leme damper controd which  awoids
recurrcnt  pitch  wothour  peeducing
harshness, and an snd-roll bar (stan-
dardized in this model) has improved
the comtrollabality of the car as well
a3 holding it almost upright.

Crver the special washboard surface

R —.
E0J 22IC

the car rode level, but generated a dis-
rurbing modze through the body struc-
ture which could be very tiring. How-
ever, probably one would nar find that
soft of swrface in Burope, On paed

body remeained (ree from shake
ar rattles, confirming s fundamental
pigidity, and cthe ride was  quite
ressanable; above #0-45 mph, the
limiting factor was directional foag
which made it wicky 1o keep the car
On COUrSe,

Befare the advent of the modern
radial ply tyre ane would not have
cantemplated taking braking figures
in the rmin; the MGRE on its Dunlop
SP4ls reconded 09 in thess conds-
tions, a result that speaks for irself,
Up w this point there was no skid-
ding, bur bevend it wheel locking in-
creased the stopping distances, Clearly
a lg stop would be possible in dry
weather. During the fade resistance
ests the pedal load for a 0.5g stop
rose [ gneE cxient  amkd  then
stabilized, the braking ressainimg
balanced and progressive. As men-



M.G. MGB GT Coupé
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100 10 120 Ll

TOTAL EBEE
PRICE
1,01

£1,614
1,203

HOW THE M.O. MOE GT 0OUPE COMPARES:

STANDING-START 4 -MILE [##c4.)

tiomed earlier, though, one meeds o
push hard for a quick stop, and a
servo o assist would-be appreciated
by many drivers accustomed o
w-day's generally lighter pedal losds.
After a few miles on drenched roads,
ane had o be prepared for a sronger
pull from one fromt brake than the
other. It would seem that the parking
brake needs more leverage, since it
could mot hold the car an 1-in-3, nor
manage better than 0-2g with the car

Whale the Ieather-trimmmed [ront
sears could do with more laeral sup-
port in the backrests, they are other-
wise comfortably shaped and resilient
without being springy, proving resi-
ful on long runs.  The cushions are
carried on rubber diaphragms and are
sufficizntly long to suppart the thighs
unobstrusively. Adpustable stops en-
able the backrest rake to be altered a
few degroes. The seat runpers pro-
vide enough range 1o susl those with
extra long legs, bur the shom-legped
fimd themselwes rather near the wheel

when seated far enough forwaed o
reach the pedals properly.

Two small children can sit behind
on a fat, detachable cushion, with
just room for legi—but no hdgeting
—amd a bolt-upright backrest that,
alternatively, can be [olded forward
1w lengrhen the luggage compartment.
This backrest has positive carches o
hold it uprighn, and a subsianial lip
when folded 1w prevent lugzage slid-
ing forward. Abowe it, the il door
hinges are concealed behind thickly
padded trim. Whereas the front
Haoor has moulded rubber mats, the
rear floor and luggage placform, wheel
arches and eoven the hali-hidden
corners behind the lighting unis are
very neatly carpered. Mot only fs the
carper on the plaform fel-hacked
bur so, e, is the plywood floor—
hinged for access o the spare wheel

The pedals are offset considerably
tge the right owing to the width and
balke of the transmission tunnel, and
quite widely apaced with ther pads
all about bevel: but the lamps dipping

M.P.G Ouera

butten & set too high and o0 closs o
the driving seat. The layvour of in-
struments and minor controls s
shown m the sccompanying artist’s
sketch; we would prefer to have the
tumbler switch for the deiving lamps
remote from the other vwo 1o avald
confusion, and none of these has an
identity tag. ‘The overdrive switch
is placed very conveniently o the far
right of the dash. Roary knobs for
the heater temperature and air distri-
bution are all very well in daytime,
bar it iz difficulr 1o remember or dis-
cover which does whar at ndght—the
mare 50 because there s mo rood lamp
in the car, only a small map-reading
lamp for the passenger.

The heating and demisting are
powerful, and one can add o the air
ffow within the car by opening the
hinged back windows, although this
#dds 1o wind nosse.  All-round wisi-
hilicy B geod although the screen
pillars sre not specially thin, and the
rear view mirror is set oo high to
give much range. We wonder how

[ ]



main beams can be Aashed for signal- One key serves the ignition, both
this class will conuinue o o ling purposes. “The wiper blades front doars and the tail door, but the
teversing lamps excepr a5 exires. The sweep right to the top of the screen glove locker i the dash has its own
test car had Buropean cods head and remain in contact at high speeds, key. When the passenger’s door has
lapnps with the WrORE #symmETy buat the mcror o0 s i been locked from outside, it cannot
when dipped, w the understandable mountng was g0 dis ltm be unbocked from inside; anxious girl
annoyance of other road users; other- by wind pressufe a3 to become use- feiemds should take note,
wite the lighting iz ewcellent with hmhnpmhmphunlh This smart newcomer from Abd
pleary of beam and spread, and the car's spead daon should go far—and fast,
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