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Ronson UK, Randalls Rd, Leatherhead
For many years Ronson 
was one o f th e  largest 
em ployers in 
Leatherhead, and a t 
th e ir  peak em ployed 
between 2000-3000 
inc lud ing  outw orkers. 
Ronsons, founded in 
Am erica by Lewis 
Aronson I in 1898, 
o rig in a lly  m ade church 
ornam ents. In 1918 i t  
began m anufactu ring 
c ig a re tte  ligh te rs , and 
th e  righ ts  to  se ll and 
service the  ligh te rs  in 
th e  UK w e re  acquired. 
The agency, w ith  
prem ises in London’s

Caledonian Road was heavily  bombed in th e  Second W orld W ar. As a resu lt, Ronsons 
moved to  Leatherhead and bought D o rincourt in Oaklawn Road w here th e ir  war w o rk  was 
m aking among o th e r th ings, bomb fuses. These w e re  m anufactu red on governm ent- 
subsidised m achines w h ich a fte r  th e  w a r w e re  m od ifie d  to  make lighters .

Five m illio n  ligh te rs  w e re  produced be fo re  D o rincourt was sold in  1953 to  Queen 
E lizabe th ’s Tra in ing  College and Ronsons moved to  its  cu s to m -b u ilt fa c to ry  in Randalls 
Road. Here th e  f irm  d ive rs ifie d  and w e re  also very successful in th e  deve lop ing o f  butane 
and b a tte ry  ligh te rs . However th e  Japanese, Ronsons' best custom ers, produced th e ir  own 
ligh te rs , n o t on ly  inexpensive to  buy b u t inco rp o ra tin g  a co m p e tit ive  piezzo mechanism. 
The o rde r to  m arke t these ligh te rs  cam e to  a ll Ronson subsidiaries from  th e  US parent 
co rpora tion  who had long been in  d iff ic u lt ie s . These in te n s ifie d  w o rldw ide  especia lly in 
th e  service fie ld .

Despite a tte m p ts  by Ronson UK to  solve th e  c o rp o ra tio n ’s f in a n c ia l problem s on ly  resulted 
in th e  liqu id a tio n  o f Ronson UK and in 1981, th e  sale and subsequent d e m o lition  o f the  
Leatherhead fa c to ry . A d isp lay o f Ronson products can be seen in  th e  Leatherhead 
Museum.

G o ff  P ow e ll - w ith  acknowledgement to E dw ina  Vardey - H is to ry  o f  L ea the rhead  - A Town a t  th e  
Crossroads - L&DLHS 1988

For a m o re  com prehensive  h is to ry  on Ronson UK, I suggest you  re a d  P e te r T a rp le e ’s Past 
In d u s tr ie s  o f  A shtead, Lea the rh ea d  & Bookham , a v a ila b le  f ro m  The M useum , B a r to n ’s Bookshop 
Lea the rh ea d  and  Bum bles A shtead.
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