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JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

New Frontiers

THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND PUBLIC PROGRAMS AT THE JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

Jacqueline Kennedy's
White House Restoration:
Discover Symbols of American
Democracy in the White House

When First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy
was eleven years old she toured the
White House during a family trip to
Washington, DC. In 1961, she told
Life magazine, “From the outside

| remember the feeling of the place.
But inside all | remember is shuffling
through. There wasn’t even a booklet
you could buy.”

2y

First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy accepts silver ewer
from James Hoban Alexander, descendant of
original White House architect James Hoban.
Diplomatic Reception Room, White House,
Washington, DC, December 5, 1961.

As First Lady, Jacqueline Kennedy
reinvigorated the rich history of the
White House. She researched its
residents, searched for furniture and
antiques that had become buried in
storage, and made a wish list of
items that had belonged to previous
presidents which she hoped would
be donated to the “White House
Restoration Project.” Mrs. Kennedy
spearheaded the planning and
execution as a hands-on manager.
She could often be seen digging
through boxes and cataloging her

continued on page 8

1968, A Seismic Year

marks the 50th anniversary of one of the most tumultuous years

in the nation’s history — 1968. From the Tet Offensive and
President Johnson’s decision not to seek re-election to the Poor People’s March
and the assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy, it was
a year brimming with crises and epic change.

In this issue, the featured lesson plan explores President Kennedy’s dilemma over
Vietnam through interviews he granted with Walter Cronkite of CBS News, and
Chet Huntley and David Brinkley of NBC News just five years earlier in September
of 1963. Historians continue to debate the “what ifs” about JFK’s Vietnam strategy
had he lived and these interviews are often referenced in those discussions. Also
highlighted are resources from the Library’s archival collections and website,

curated for classroom application to the study of Dr. King and Robert F. Kennedy.

They include primary sources, interactive microsites, lesson plans and video of
both eyewitnesses and historians discussing MLK’s and RFK’s work and legacies.
Lastly, the Library marks some of these anniversaries with special Kennedy
Library Forums. See pages 2, 7 and 12, and visit www.jfklibrary.org/Forums.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES. Photo by Roeland Scherman.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the March on Robert F. Kennedy campaigns for the presidency in
Washington for Jobs and Freedom in Washington, South Boston, Massachusetts, March 17, 1968.

DC, August 28, 1963.

4 Remembering 6 Remembering 11 Professional 12 Upcoming
Dr. Martin Robert F. Development Forums
Luther King Jr. Kennedy Opportunities

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM. Photo by Burton Berinsky.
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JFK and Vietnam: The September 1963 TV Interviews

n August and September 1963, the Kennedy

Administration was conflicted about how to respond

to the South Vietnamese government’s repression of
the Buddhist majority. On one hand, President Kennedy
was committed to stopping the spread of Communism in
Southeast Asia. On the other hand, it appeared that the
government of President Ngo Dinh Diem was growing
more unpopular and might be unable to successfully battle
the communist insurgents. Many Americans had begun to
wonder why we were lending financial and military support
to a repressive regime.

Against this background, President Kennedy granted interviews
to reporters from two major networks, CBS and NBC,
providing the American public and foreign audiences with
the US position vis-a-vis South Vietnam. Excerpts from
these interviews provide the basis for this lesson plan. As

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM. Photo by Cecil Stoughton.

Walter Cronkite, CBS Evening News anchor, interviews President John F. Kennedy,
students consider the messages President Kennedy is sending  September 2, 1963.

to his many audiences, they role play newspaper reporters
writing analyses of his statements.

Grade Levels: 9th-12th

Objectives Materials

Visit jfklibrary.org/JFKandVietnamLesson for:
e Historical Briefings: JFK, the Cold War, and Vietnam

Students will:

¢ analyze primary sources.
e excerpt of transcript from the September 2, 1963

e evaluate the “domino theory” from the perspective of ) 1 b Walter Cronkite. CBS N
interview with Walter Cronkite, ews

Americans living in 1963.
e excerpt of transcript from the September 9, 1963 interview

e consider how President Kennedy addressed multiple : e
with David Brinkley and Chet Huntley, NBC News

audiences, both foreign and domestic, when discussing
the difficult situation in South Vietnam in September 1963. ® Note-taking Handout
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In Case You Missed It! N e
7

Visit www.youtube.com/jfklf, to view this recent Kennedy Library Forum.

Vietnam 1968: The War, the Turmoil, and the
Presidential Election Tuesday, March 20, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.

Lawrence O’Donnell, author of Playing with Fire: The 1968 Election and the
Transformation of American Politics and host of MSNBC's The Last Word with
Lawrence O’Donnell; Fredrik Logevall, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Embers of War: The Fall of an Empire and the
Making of America’s Vietnam; and Chris Appy, professor of history at UMass Amherst and author of American Reckoning:
The Vietnam War and Our National Identity discuss the critical events of 1968 in Vietnam and in American politics with
Ellen Fitzpatrick, professor of history at the University of New Hampshire.

This forum was featured in the National Archives’ Remembering Vietnam initiative. Remembering Vietnam is presented in
part by the Lawrence F. O'Brien Family, Pritzker Military Museum & Library, AARP, and the National Archives Foundation.
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So we are faced with the problem of wanting to protect the area against

the Communists. On the other hand, we have to deal with the government
there. That produces a kind of ambivalence in our efforts which exposes us

to some criticism. 39

—President Kennedy, Huntley-Brinkley Interview, 1963

Procedure

1. Have students read Historical Briefings: JFK, the Cold
War, and Vietnam and discuss the following questions:

e What was the Cold War? When did it begin and what
forms did it take?

¢ How and when did the Korean War begin? What forces
were fighting?

e How did the conflict in Vietnam become part of the
Cold War?

e Why did Eisenhower send military personnel to South
Vietnam beginning in 1955?

e What was the Buddhist Crisis in South Vietnam and how
did the Kennedy Administration respond to it?

2. Provide students with excerpts from President Kennedy’s
televised September 2, 1963 interview with Walter Cronkite
(CBS) and his September 9, 1963 interview with David

Brinkley and Chet Huntley (NBC) regarding South Vietnam.

3. Divide students into groups. Assign them the role of
newspaper reporters writing analyses of these TV interviews
for their publications. They should consider the following
questions, and they must support their analyses with specific
quotes. Provide them with the Note-taking Handout to help
them take notes.

¢ How might these interviews be interpreted by:
a. the American public?
b. President Diem?
c. South Vietnamese generals?

¢ Based on these interpretations, what three main points
would you make about US policy towards South Vietnam
as of September 9, 1963?

e What is the headline for your newspaper column? Why?

4. Once each group has finished, as a class have students
compare their headlines and analyses.

Please visit jfklibrary.org/JFKandVietnamLesson for more
online resources related to Vietnam. Lesson plans and primary
sources—videos, audio, and documents—are included.

Assessment

For homework, have students write out their newspaper
columns.

Extension

Provide students with the US State Department’s American
Opinion Summary dated September 10, 1963 which
summarized opinions from various American publications
on US policy in Vietnam. How did news outlets respond
to President Kennedy’s interviews? Remember to cite

your evidence.

FOR RELEASE AT 6:30 F,M, (EDT) September 9, 1563

Qffice of the White House Press Jecretary

THE WHITE HOU SE

INT OF THE T BY MR,
DAVID BRINKLEY AND MR, CHET HUNTLEY
!‘OR THE HUNTLEY-BRINKLEY REFPORT,

T'S OFFICE, WA TON,
D €., SEPTEMBER 9 1563

THE PRESIDENT: On the whole, I think this country has done an outstanding
job. A good many countries today are free that would not be free. Com-
muniem's gains sinco 1945 in spite of chaos and poverty have been limited, and
I think the balance of power still rests with the West, and 1 think it can in-
crease our strength if we make the right decisions this year, eccnomically
here at home and in the field of foreign policy, Two matters that we have
been talking about are examples of that, One is the tax cut which effects our
economic growth, which effects the whole movement of this country intemnally;
the Test Ban Treaty which offects our security abroad and our leadership.
That is why I think itis very important that the Senate pass it. Youlknow the
old story that who prepares for battle that the trumpet blows an uncertain
sound, Well, I think that if the United States Senate rejected that treaty aftor
the Government has committed itself to it, the sound from the United States
around the world would be very urcertain,

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

MR, HUNTLEY: Mr. Prosident, in respoct to our difficulties in Scuth Viat
Nam, could it be that our government tends occasionally: to get locked into
a policy or an attitude and then finds it difficult to alter or shift that policy?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that is true, I think in the case of South Viet Nam
we have been dealing with a government which is in control, has been in
oeuml for 10 years. In addition, we have felt for the last two yeara that

1o against the was golng better. Since June, however,
"W difficultics with the Buddhists, we have been concermed about a deteriora-
tion, particularly in the Saigon area, which hasn't been felt greatly in the out-
lying areas but may spread. So we are faced with the problem of wanting to
protect the area against the communists, On the other hand, we have to deal
with the government there, That produces a kind of ambivalence in our ef-
forts which exposes us tosome criticiom. We are using our influsnce to per-
suade the government there to take thoss steps which will win back support.
That takes some time and we must be patient, we must persist.

MR, HUNTLEY: Are we likely to reduce our aid to South Viet Nam now?

THE PRESIDENT: I don't think : we think that would be helpful at this time,
If you reduce your aid, it is possible you could have some effect upon the
govermnment structure there. On the other hand, you might bave a stization
which could bring about a collapse. Strongly in our mind is what happened

in the case of China at the ond of World War II, where China was lost, a weal
B became i ingly unable to control events, We don't want that.

MR. BRINKLEY: Mr, President, have you had any reason to doubt this so-
<called "Domine Theory", that if South Viet Nam falls, the rest of Southeast
Asia will go behind it7

THE PRESIDENT: No, I believe it. I belicve it, I think that the struggle is
close enough, China is so large, looms so high just beyond the fronters,
that if South Viet Nam weat, it would not ealy give them an improved geo=

MORE

First page of the Huntley-Brinkley Interview transcript, September 9,
1963. Access the full transcript at jfklibrary.org/JFKandVietnamLesson.

New Frontiers
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Remembering Dr. Martin Luther King ]Jr.

Web Resources from the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum

r. Martin Luther King Jr. died on April 4, 1968 Letters and Telegrams
at the age of thirty-nine in Memphis, Tennessee.
During his short life, he and thousands of others

courageously challenged racial inequality through non-violent  This collection includes this April 13, 1963 telegram from

www.jfklibrary.org/CivilRightsStruggle/MLK-Jr

protests. As a principle leader of the civil rights movement, Wyatt Tee Walker, executive assistant to Martin Luther
King called on President Kennedy to use the power of the King Jr., informing President Kennedy about the plight of
federal government to address racial discrimination and Dr. King and Reverend Ralph Abernathy, who had been
widespread acts of violence against African Americans, and placed in solitary confinement in the Birmingham City Jail
to take a public stand against segregation and inequality. after being arrested with other demonstrators. King penned

« .. g .
Students may explore the Library’s archival materials and Letter from a Birmingham Jail” during his imprisonment.

get a sense for themselves of the urgent nature of the civil
rights crises of the early 1960s, and of Dr. King’s interactions
with the Kennedy administration. These resources provide
classroom-friendly material related to Dr. King and the

Kennedy administration. Use the lesson plans and online

hibi ities with the d WAO36 PD 153 PR 15 P 9 08

exhibits or create your own activities with the documents, R L 1

photographs, video, and audio provided. A complete list of THE PRESIDENT

resources with web links can be accessed at jfklibrary.org/ THE WHITE HOUSE

CiVilRightsStruggle/MLK—Jr DEAR MR KENNEDY, DR MARTIN LUTHER KING JR AND THE REVEREND RALPH D

ABERNATHY ARE PRESENTLY CONFINED IN THE BIRMINGHAM CITY JAIL BOTH
VWERE ARRESTED ALONG WITH 50 OTHER CITIZENS IN VIOLATION OF THE
CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES OF THE FIRST AND FOURTEENTH AMENDMENTS. BOTH
ARE NOW IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT ALLEGEDLY FOR "THEIR OWN SAFETY"

WE SUBMIT THAT THESE TWO DISTINGUISHED AMERICANS ARE POLITICAL

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

NATIONAL ARCHIVES. Photo by Rowland Scherman.

PRISONERS AND NOT CRIMIMALS. WE ASK THAT YOU USE THE INFLUENCE OF
YOUR HIGK OFFICE TO PERSUADE THE CITY OFFICIALS OF BIRMINGHAM TO
AFFORD AT LEAST A MODICUM OF HUMAN TREATMENT NEITHER OF THESE MEN
HAVE MATTRESSES OR BED LINEN VERY TRULY YOURS
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE WYATT TEE WALKER
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO DR KING,.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. speaking at the March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom, August 28, 1963.

v

We must move past indecision to action. We must find new ways to speak
for peace in Vietnam and justice throughout the developing world, a

world that borders on our doors. 33
—Dr. King, Riverside Church Speech, 1968
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Interactive Exhibit
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1963: The Struggle for Civil Rights
http://civilrights.jfklibrary.org/

An interactive online exhibit of more than 200 documents,
images, video and audio, brings to life one of the most
tumultuous years in civil rights history. It includes
introductory essays, bibliographies, and lesson plans

for elementary, middle, and high school grades.

LESSON PLANS

The 1960 Campaign: John F. Kennedy, Martin
Luther King Jr., and the “Blue Bomb"” (H)
Students analyze and reflect on the “Blue Bomb?”, a
pamphlet that was printed after presidential candidate
John F. Kennedy made a telephone call to Coretta Scott
King to express concern that her husband was in jail.

See The President’s Desk: A Resource Guide for Teachers,
p- 64 — 70. www.jfklibrary.org/PresidentsDeskGuide

What If Laws Are Unjust? (M)

Students read and analyze segregation ordinances, and
learn how Martin Luther King Jr. and other civil rights
activists challenged these unjust laws through peaceful
protest and civil disobedience during the 1963 civil rights
campaign in Birmingham, Alabama. The lesson highlights
the vital role that young people played in the campaign.
civilrights.jfklibrary.org

Youth in Action: The Role of Young People

in the Civil Rights Movement (E, M)

Students examine primary source material to identify ways
in which young people made an impact on the struggle
against racial injustice. civilrights.jfklibrary.org

Highlights:
e Correspondence from civil rights leaders to President

Kennedy

¢ Audiotaped meetings between Dr. King and other civil
rights leaders with President Kennedy

¢ Audiotaped meetings between President Kennedy with
congressional leaders regarding civil rights issues

¢ Photographs of President Kennedy and civil rights leaders,
Attorney General Robert Kennedy and civil rights leaders,
and selected images from the March on Washington for
Jobs and Freedom

Topics:

e Voting Rights in Mississippi

e Project C, Birmingham

¢ Integration of the University of Alabama

e Report to the American People on Civil Rights
e Civil Rights Act of 1964

¢ Bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church

President Kennedy and Vice President Johnson in the Oval Office with MLK and
other leaders of the March on Washington, August 28, 1963.

They Had a Dream (E, M)

Students analyze a photograph of civil rights leaders then
they each role play a leader as they write a letter to the
president requesting a meeting with him on the day of the
March on Washington. jfklibary.org/Curricular

Marching for Equal Rights: Evaluating the
Success of the 1963 March on Washington (H)
Students consider what makes a non-violent protest march
successful. They evaluate the success of the August 28,
1963 March on Washington based on evidence from
primary sources. They then discuss and write about

their conclusions. civilrights.jfklibrary.org

New Frontiers
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Remembering Robert F. Kennedy:

Web Resources from the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum

“We know that it is law which enables men to

live together, that creates order out of chaos. We

know that law is the glue that holds civilization

together. And we know that if one man’s rights

are denied, the rights of all others are endangered”
— Robert F. Kennedy, 1961

obert F. Kennedy served as attorney general in his

brother’s administration after having successfully

managed JFK’s senatorial and presidential campaigns.
While leading the Department of Justice, he vastly expanded
the size of the staff, including a field operation of lawyers
who investigated civil right complaints. He resigned as
attorney general in September 1964 after having served in
the Johnson administration following the assassination of
President Kennedy, and went on to become a US Senator
from the state of New York. He continued to champion
civil rights campaigns and the War on Poverty. On June
5, 1968, while campaigning for the presidency, Robert
F. Kennedy was assassinated in Los Angeles, California.
Marking the 50th anniversary of his death, the Kennedy
Library provides these classroom resources that can be
accessed online.

g
-

J H (JAMES HOWARD) MBEREDITH
1237 Pranklin Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C,

September 5, 1963

The Attorney General
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Attorney General:

Barly in 1961, a few days after I submitted
an application for admission to the University of
Mississippi, I wrote a long letter in response to
a request from the Justice Department expressing my
ideals and aspirations. One of my aspirations was
to exercise my inherent right to attend the school
of my choice in my own home state of Mississippi.
From that day forward your Department of Justice
has been involved in some way or the other in making
this aspiration a reality.

Classroom Resource

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM

Integrating Ole Miss: A Civil Rights Milestone
http://microsites.jfklibrary.org/olemiss

As attorney general, Robert F. Kennedy became increasingly
committed to helping African Americans win the right to vote,
attend integrated schools and use public accommodations.
Learn more about James Meredith’s efforts to enroll in

Ole Miss and the challenges of integrating higher education
through this interactive digital resource featuring primary
source documents, photographs, and audio.

Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy expressed his
commitment to civil rights, “We will not stand by or be aloof.
We will move. I happen to believe that the 1954 [Supreme
Court school desegregation] decision was right. But my belief
does not matter. It is the law. Some of you may believe the
decision was wrong. That does not matter. It is the law.”

— Speech at the University of Georgia Law School, 1961

Today regardless of all other considerations,
I am a graduate of the University of Mississippi. For
this I am proud of my Country - the United States of
America. The question always arises - was it worth
the cost? Were the United States Marshals and other
security forces needed or necessary? I believe that
I echo the feeling of most Americans when I say that
"no price is too high to pay for freedom of person,
equality of opportunity, and human dignity. Secondly,
were the marshals necessary? I say to you that the
cold-blooded murder of one of my best and most beloved
friends and associates - Mr, Medgar Evers, NAACP
Field Secretary for the state of Mississippi - is

documentary proof of the wisdom of your office to provide

adequate protection for my life, property and family
during my entire stay at the University of Mississippi,
especially since it was generally acknowledged that my
name was number one of the murder list of the
Mississippi assassins. The greatest need of the
Mississippi Negro in his struggle for a place in
society is for the protection of his l1ife and property.

I would like to give special recognition to
the assistance rendered by the Civil Rights Division
under Mr, Burke Marshall. @Especially to Mr. John Doar

First page of letter from James Meredith to US Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy, September 5, 1963.

TEACHER TIP: Review this letter with students and discuss the
Guiding Questions at http:/microsites.jfklibrary.
org/olemiss/aftermath/doc4.html.

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM.

Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy with civil rights leaders, June 22, 1963.
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JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM. Photo by Cecil Stoughton.

President John F. Kennedy with his brothers, Attorney General Robert F.
Kennedy and Senator Edward M. Kennedy (MA), in the West Wing Colonnade
outside the Oval Office, August 28, 1963.

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY AND MUSEUM. Photo by Sven Walnum.

Senator Robert F. Kennedy shaking the hands of spectators from the stage
of a campaign rally at a high school in Garden Grove, California, June 2, 1968.

"The escalation policy in Vietnam, far from
strengthening and consolidating international
resistance to aggression, is injuring our country
through the world, reducing the faith of other
peoples in our wisdom and purpose and
weakening the world’s resolve to stand
together for freedom and peace.”

— Robert F. Kennedy, 1968

Watch RFK-Related Forum Programs

Kennedy Library Forums have highlighted the lasting legacy
of Robert F. Kennedy. These conversations can be viewed at
jfklibrary.org/ForumsRFK. Below are some highlights of
special interest.

JOHN F. KENNEDY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY
AND MUSEUM. Photo by Abbie Rowe.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and civil rights leaders with Attorney General
Robert F. Kennedy and Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson, June 22, 1963.

JFK, MLK, RFK 1960-1968—October 23, 2005

Reflecting on 1960-1963 when Martin Luther King Jr. engaged
the President and the Attorney General in the battle to
extend civil rights to all.

e Theodore C. Sorensen, Special Counsel to President Kennedy

¢ Harris Wofford, President Kennedy’s chairman for the
Subcabinet Group on Civil Rights;

e Taylor Branch, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Pillar of
Fire; and
* Robert Moses, pivotal organizer for the Student

Non-Violent Coordinating Committee and director
of the Mississippi Project in the early 1960s.

Reflecting on 1963-1968 and the continuing relationship
between Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy
concerning civil rights and their growing opposition to the
Vietnam War

e Marian Wright Edelman, founder of the Children’s Defense
Fund and an organizer of Dr. King's Poor People’s March,

e Peter Edelman, aide to Robert F. Kennedy; and

e Elaine Jones, former President of the NAACP's Legal
Defense and Educational Fund

Both panels were moderated by Juan Williams, NPR’s Senior
Correspondent at the time.

Don’t miss this upcoming
Kennedy Library Forum!

Robert F. Kennedy: Ripples of Hope
Wednesday, May 30, 2018, 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Kerry Kennedy, president of Robert F. Kennedy Human
Rights, discusses her new book, Robert F. Kennedy: Ripples
of Hope, a collection of interviews with world leaders,
activists, and celebrities about her father’s influence.

Kennedy Library Forums are webcast live and recorded
whenever possible. Visit www.youtube.com/jfkif
to view past forums.

New Frontiers
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White House Restoration, continued

Discover Symbols of American Democracy in the White House

finds. As the Fine Arts Committee appeal letter to E
potential donors stated, with the success of the

Project, the White House would become “a mecca
for sightseers, a place where distinguished guests
are entertained, [and] will be all our founding
fathers hoped it would be.”

As a student of history like her husband,
Mrs. Kennedy understood and valued the
many changes to the White House that had
transpired since the cornerstone was laid in
1792. Designed by Irish-American architect
James Hoban in the late eighteenth century,
the White House features numerous elements
of later periods. For instance, after British
troops burned the White House during the
War of 1812, it became President James
Monroe’s task to refurnish the house with
"articles of the best kind, and on the best
terms,” as he put it.

COURTESY OF THE WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION.

Having served as US Minister to France under
George Washington, President Monroe
possessed a particular fondness for France
and French style. Monroe’s refurnishing of
the White House reflected the popularity

of “French Empire Style,” named for French Cross-section of the White House showing state rooms after First Lady
Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte (1804-1814) Jacqueline Kennedy's restoration.

which featured expensive silk upholstery and ancient Greek,

Roman, and Egyptian motifs. Napoleon promoted the success Grade Levels: 5th-8th

of French military victories, including his Egyptian campaign,

by equating his power with that of Egyptian pharaohs, Roman Goal

emperors and Greek gods. A close look at the furnishings in Introduce students to the origins of common symbols which
the White House State Rooms reveals ancient symbols as well. represent the United States and its values.

However, in the context of the White House, they refer to

the classical origins of the United States government: Greek Objective

democracy and the Roman Republic. Students will:

The Blue ROOm iS an eXample Of President Monroe'S [ ] Learn about ancient Symbols and Ornamental and
interest in French style and of the treasure hunt that

was part of the Restoration Project. Through her research,
Mrs. Kennedy learned that in 1817 President Monroe
purchased a thirty-eight-piece set of chairs and sofas * Design their own piece of furniture for the White House
from French cabinetmaker Pierre-Antoine Bellangé. While
searching through the White House, she found a table in a
storage room and a bust of George Washington in the men'’s
restroom, both of which had been in President Monroe’s
Blue Room. Mrs. Kennedy brought them upstairs and placed Materials:
them in the room as they appeared in an old engraving.
After the discovery of the table was made public, one of
the original chairs was donated to the project and Charles
Francis Adams, a descendant of John Adams and a member
of Mrs. Kennedy's acquisitions committee, paid for the ® Paper, markers, scissors, tissue paper, ribbon, and other art

reproduction of thirteen chairs. materials to design a piece of furniture for the Red Room

architectural elements and identify some symbols of
American democracy in the White House.

using ancient symbols.

Classroom Activity

¢ Introductory slideshow

e Color copies of five pieces of White House furniture

8 New Frontiers



Background:

In the White House, the president and first lady receive
heads of state and host dinners in the state rooms. The Red
and Green Rooms are “parlors” or living rooms with com-
fortable chairs and fireplaces. The Blue Room and the State
Dining Room are used for hosting dinners for heads of state
from other countries. While Mrs. Kennedy used French
furniture in the Blue Room to restore the room to President
Monroe’s taste, in the Red Room she used American-made
furniture with a French influence. Many of the Red Room
pieces were made by Charles Honoré Lannuier, a French
emigrant who settled in New York in 1803. He was one

of the first furniture makers to use the “American Empire”
style. Like “French Empire,” his furniture incorporated

Glossary of Symbols

Ancient Symbols

Lyre: Stringed
instrument, similar
to a small harp,
commonly used

in ancient Greece
and later periods.

Dolphin: Symbol of
love, curiosity, and
vivaciousness

! . .
) in ancient Greece.

Laurel wreath:
Symbol of victory,
power, and
eternity. In Egypt, a
wreath was placed
on the head of

the deceased to
symbolize victory over death in the
afterlife and in Greece to crown
Olympic champions.

Eagle: Symbol of
power and strength
in ancient Rome.

Ancient Symbols

decorative elements inspired by the architecture and
furnishings of ancient Egypt, Greece, and Rome.

Procedure:

1. Define “French Empire Style” for students. This architectural
and decorative style was named for Emperor Napoleon in the
early 1800s and incorporated Egyptian, Greek, and Roman
symbols. After the 1820s, French furniture makers who
immigrated to the United States began producing “American
Empire” furniture. This style was characterized by exaggerated
plant and animal motifs from ancient times.

2. Present and review with students the following glossary
of symbols below:

Ancient Ornamental and
Architectural Forms
Caryatid: A sculpted
female figure
serving as an
architectural
support taking the
place of a column or
a pillar supporting
an entablature on her head. An entabla-
ture is a horizontal, continuous lintel on
a classical building supported by columns
or a wall. Commonly found in Greek
architecture such as the Parthenon.

Arrows: Ancient
symbol of war.

Olive branch:
Ancient symbol
of peace.

Animal paw: This
element is usually
found at the base of
the furniture leg.
Common in ancient
Egypt and Rome.

Swan: Ancient
symbol of beauty
and parental care
and protection.

Acanthus leaf:
Mediterranean plant
with jagged leaves.

It was first used by
the Greeks in the 5th
century BC on temple
roof ornaments,

wall friezes, and the capital of the
Corinthian column.

Urn: Ancient
symbol of mortality.
Used for funerary
purposes in ancient
Greece and Rome.

continued on page 10

New Frontiers
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White House Restoration, continued

S

Discover Symbols of American Democracy in the White House

3. Share the introductory slideshow with students.

4. Have students examine this chair (included in the slideshow
and pictured below) that President James Monroe purchased
for the White House and Mrs. Kennedy received as a donation
from Catherine Bohlen from Villanova, Pennsylvania. As a
class, use the glossary to identify the symbols represented in
the chair (glossary of symbols on page 9).

Chronology of Events Related

to the White House

1775-1783
American Revolution

1789-1799
French Revolution

1792
Cornerstone was laid for the
White House.

1799
Napoleon Bonaparte returned from
his Egyptian campaign.

© 2000 WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

1814
British troops burned the White House
during the War of 1812 and destroyed
most of the interior. President James
Monroe refurnished with popular
“Empire Style” furniture imported
from France.

1902
President Theodore Roosevelt hired
an architectural firm to restore
the mansion to the Federal style.

1948-1949

5. Divide students into groups of five. Give each group color
copies of five pieces of furniture from the Red Room in the
White House. Optional: Give each group a magnifying glass
to examine the photographs in detail.

6. Ask students to work together to identify and circle the
ancient symbols and forms represented in the furniture
design. Challenge students to circle as many symbols as they
can in five minutes. Using the glossary, ask them to record
the meaning of each symbol on their color copies. See the
Red Room Answer Key (included with the full lesson plan at
jfklibrary.org/WhiteHouseRestorationLesson) for images of
the five pieces of furniture with the symbols marked. Teachers
are encouraged to use the key for their own reference and/or to
reveal the answers to students after the five-minute group work.

The eagle clutches arrows
(symbolizing war) and an
olive branch (symbolizing
peace) in its claws. The
eagle is an ancient Roman
symbol for strength. This
symbolism is also found
on the Presidential Seal!

Laurel branches and
acanthus leaves frame the
eagle on the back of the
chair. The laurel wreath
was an ancient Greek
symbol for victory and as
such was often used to
crown Olympic champions.

This side chair by Pierre-Antoine Bellangé was placed in

the Blue Room in 1817 by President James Monroe.

When President Truman discovered
that the White House was structurally
unsound, he moved his family across
the street to Blair House and gutted
the interior.

i

1961-1963
First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy’s White
House Restoration Project focused
on restoring the state rooms to the
18th- and 19th-centuries.

L

3

View of the Blue Room, White House, Washington, DC, 1963.
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7. Ask students to work in groups, pairs or on their own
to design a piece of furniture for the Red Room using the
symbols they’ve identified. For example: “We found a lyre
in our table design, so we drew a lamp with a lyre for the
base.” “We found claw feet in our table design so we drew
a chair with claw feet.”

8. Optional: Have students create a digital slideshow of
their designs or posters for a classroom display, and explain
their choices.

Access the full lesson plan with slideshow and related handouts

at jfklibrary.org/WhiteHouseRestorationLesson.

View of the Red Room, White House, Washington, DC, 1962.

Professional Development

Join us for professional development opportunities at the Kennedy Library.

Spring Conference for Teachers of Grades 3 - 8 and
School Librarians

The Nonfiction Writer's Toolbox for Exploring History
and Other Subjects

Wednesday, May 9, 2018

igh-quality nonfiction has the power to engage

young readers with subjects across the curriculum.

Introducing your students to the tools used in
creating a nonfiction book can have great benefits as well.
Experienced authors know how to work their way into
understanding a subject through the process of writing
and research.

Learn about the Nonfiction Writer’s Toolbox with Tonya
Bolden, Steve Sheinkin, Tanya Lee Stone, and Melissa Sweet,
four of today’s most outstanding authors of nonfiction

for children and young adults. The program also features
Judith C. Hochman, a pioneering educator whose approach
to the teaching of writing in all subjects and grades has
gained national attention.

Visit jfklibrary.org/NonfictionToolbox for more information
and to download a registration form.

American Studies Summer Institute at the JFK Library
Memory Matters: Constructing America’s Past
July 9-20, 2018 (weekdays) 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM

oin us for an intensive two-week program of thought-

provoking lectures and discussions led by distinguished

scholars and guests. The American Studies Summer

Institute, an annual program co-sponsored by the
University of Massachusetts Boston American Studies
Department and the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library
and Museum, offers educators and graduate students the
opportunity to explore a rich topic with contemporary
resonance, drawn from American social, cultural and
political history.

This year’s program will explore how America’s past has
been defined and redefined by a range of agents—from
memorials, museums, monuments, and other tourist sites,

to textbooks, family stories, communal observances, and
popular culture. We will investigate how contests over the
primacy of one or more of these narratives have had far-
reaching consequences for the structuring of American social
and civic society, including delineation of “we, the people,”
and for the development of American historical consciousness.

The deadline for registration is May 25, 2018. Registration
preference will be given to middle and high school teachers.

Visit jfklibrary.org/SummerInstitute for more information and
to download a registration form.
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The Kennedy Library
Department of Education and
Public Programs offers free
museum passes to teachers
considering a field trip to the
Library. Please call 617.514.1600.

Museum Hours
Daily, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and New Year’s Day

UPCOMING FORUMS

PEN/Hemingway Award Ceremony The Heart of America
Sunday, April 8, 2:00 p.m. — 3:15 p.m. Tuesday, May 29, 6:00 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.

Panelists including James and
Deborah Fallows, authors of Our
Towns: A 100,000 Mile Journey into
the Heart of America, shed light on
contemporary issues facing the heart
of America.

Sean Hemingway, Ernest Hemingway's
grandson, presents the 2018 PEN/
Hemingway Award at this ceremony.
Author and host of NPR’s Weekend
Edition Saturday Scott Simon (pictured)
delivers the keynote address.

Kennedy Library Forums are webcast
live and recorded whenever possible.
Visit www.youtube.com/jfklf to view

past forums.

The Kennedy Library is the major
repository of Ernest Hemingway's
personal papers. This program is presented in partnership
with PEN/New England and PEN/America.
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