S ——

“The Paper That's Pablished For Its Readers”

STATE |{)/PRESS

. 0. BOX 1Ty
Little Rock, Arkansas
December 17, 1957

Hr. Roy Wilkins

20 West LOth Street 3‘—‘516[;;:'{:13.3{

Hew York, N, X,
Dear ¥r, Wilkins:

Conditions are yet pretty roush in the school for the children. Last
week, iinnie Jean's mother, Krs, W, &, Erown, asked me to go over to
the school with her for 2 conference with the nrincipal, and the two
agslstant principals, Subject of conference:"Firmer disciplinary
measures, And the withdrawal of iHimnie Jean from the glees club's
Christmas rrogram.” The prineipsl h2d informed Finnie Jean in with-
drawling her from the program that "When it 1ls definitely decided that
Negroes will go to schocl here with the whites, and the troops are
removed, then you will be =2ble to participete in all activities." We
strongly chellenged this statement, which he denlied making in that
fashlion.

We also pointed out thet the treatment of the children had been getting
steadlly worse for the last two weeks in the form of kicking, soltting,
and general abuse, as A result of our vislt, stronger measures are
being teken ageinst the white students who are pullty of committing
these offenses. For instance, a boy who had bteen suspended for two
weeks, flunked both six-weeks tests, &nd on hls returm to school, the
first day he lmocked Tloria nay into her locke:, as a result of our
visglt, he was ziven £#n indeflinlte suspension.

The superintendent of schools also reqguested n conference the same
afternoon. Clarence and I went down and rpent about two hours. Hgre
again we poirt~* out that a three-day suspension given Hugh W111iamn for
2 sneAak attack perpetrated on one of the Negro boys which lmocked

him out, and resuired a doctor's attemtlion, was not sufficlient punishment.
We also informed him that cur investigation revealed that there were
many pupile willing to help if given the opportunity, and that Fresi-
dent Eisenhower was vory auch concerned about the Little Rook criesis.

He has stated hils wil'!ngﬂﬂsa to come down And address the student body
if invrited by stucent leaders of the school. This informetion was
nagsed on tb the prinﬁip&lﬂ’uf the school, but we have not been asaured
that lesdershis would be given to chlldren in the school who are willlag
to orzanize for law and ormier, However, we have not s2bandoned the

{dea, Last Frdday, the 13th, I was asked to call Washington and see

if we could get FBY men placed in the school December 156-18,



