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CITY ZONE STATE 

A DIClLARJ\TION OF INDEPENDENCE FllOM THE MISSISSIPPI WAY OF LIFE 

Freedom Schools open a door to the world 
Freedom School lhtmt b~ a IO•VIQt-<>1<1 mH<Jt.oltdturg, Muri>ljppl; 
"lf&ll, It"'"' thb l>ut tfl'toet'. I...., P'l thf Jlrt! ttrolght , .. , Ol\ the b,., al\tf 

1!. tolif mt to move bock. l ,ld, 'I will !101· I pal~ a dime 11nd two -nlu for • 
~4ndir al\d I'm not m<n>lng. Ho ••14. ·i"~u Inlow whit~ ll'fople "'"'' go! o~ thl.t 
bw/ l ,aoW, •You know corortd: JHtOPfe mmt ge( on thf1 but, too,,•., 

wa.nt.. thlnt wliat they want, ••t ·~·· 
thJna lhey chOOJie." 

JSy JoanDe G.an~ 
01M41•• tiatt I Ofr ........ D-t 

JACJ'CSON, MISS. 

A~ THE STATZ YOWliSt•ta &X• 
preue4 alml!Ar att11ud01 In !.hot J.lljl. 

lll!PJil ewnmer PJ<>Ject'a 1"1:- I!Cilool 
clusM, tn poeb'y, J.n •ol,tnot n:ewspapna:. 
Tilt lm-t ot the p.........,. OIJ lbe ototo•a 
e<lucatJonaliY-<!epr!Ted Nel!l'D l'OUllPiel't· 
wu rea41lv appArant at a oonventlon helcl 
•t the ollll ol the ataQtld ·..,.ton AU&'. 8 
11\ MorldJJm. 141M. At lbe ,connntton, 
orp.nllll;d an~ run by the rlu'deilto. ....,.. 
about u <!tleaat>ea trolll t1 • n...som 
llchooll wtlb 'a na:lattted ~ltondAnce of 
2,13&. 'I'hiOY ulo;>lod a plattorm-wlth a 
pro~ tor ••our elate, otlr ~tton and 
our wotld" wlth reaol\tU4)n1 On aublect. 
ran&tnr troll) lnedk;al care to !otolin af· 
f.U.. Tbey alJo fe&olved th11t "ooplt.a qt 
th1l platform be: 6C'n~ t-o w -pre'td.ent, 
.,....,. 00n8'1"('amlan. lbe Llbraq o! con­
Jfl:t.l-, tm QdvemM and ovtJ'l' me:mlM'r nf 

1 __ --!lh":• MIBilAIJ>PI Je• lllat11te," 
J;le,oQllllloNllad boon drawn up by l)le 

atudonts tn "'"h 1<hool before tbe -~ 
nnttqn. then were oonaoUdated !nto • 
platform b7 deleeat.eB at workahop.~ on 
YOW reJtsb;·atlot:l., mC!dteal i&re, hOU3!DII 
~atJon, Job$, I~era\1 ald l.rtd rorelwn 
*'latr.a. 'There wa~ vhfONIU.C dt&cusston. 
botb Jn -worltobow antl tn ptcna.ry •c:e­
alons, whiM exp1·es.sed tbc e.~smce Q1 tbe 
~om acbool •tm of froalila" t.he cbll· 

tt.ren trom the .strlC!:t.UI'fll oC the ~ 
&tppj .t)fltAml o! &dUCOtlml, Tbo Ol'item II 
d~lbed ~· a l"n!Odom Sch9ol report! 
"TTle l\llo<;lsslppl o<~W:•ttonal •Y>""" a 
&torOd lO i<oath ~be Ml .. IS4fppl EdUCI• 
tkmol Wl:f oi Lift: OWent II llore>Y. 
Icm>rance 11 ••tel' th&o lnqulry. Fear per­
'\'a4cl \he acadtmlc atmoaphl:rA.'" 
JltlT TilE "DISCIJSSJON at IM work­
@OP on educMion UIUS!ir.&.Led pu:IJcu· 
Jarlt the rCudent.s' revolt AKainllt. almost 
.n &IPI!lC'- ol Lhe •&Ate'• education If/I­
tem. Poln~ cov<re<l: ~k or vOOJ>Itonll 
oouraee. toreta:n lADJU.i.P t.QitnleUOn 
6Dd tln4ertuu~n; Inadequate labor•· 
t.orte•, Ubrarle$ ~PSd c.lusrooma. When 
IQIDI .t:Udentf propo&eel a te.aotUUon on 
acldemt.e _freedom 1or teaoMre. Uvel¥ 
dehte deYeloped oYer whether thll: meant 
• \e&Cbe1 ml&llt ... rn• "' tore• bll ld ... 
Clio lba otudenta. othezo arruod lroodom 
fOJ toad>eu to teoeb .H .. ro blllolT an<l 
..,..r ~lOn. Slilll ollloi'I'Ol'l!ll<4 tor 
unquallllotl IWM\emlo lreedom "" lot.$• 
"\\I oould t<&cb "4l!Cerent to~ or ~­
emmm"·'" One UJ.d: "I bear•lllhls t.biOu& 
clo,J:i1nit.tntsm: 1 wan" -t.o Ieana about lt ln 
~"" S'ocus Ol th.e d.tlcUo$61011 on tdu .. 
C&~ .... t.ho &8'6 and. t.tmkUty or 

tlllc.ber•: .. Jlow can we Uakn to a &acb ... 
or talk aboul mttsonablp ond d•mocraol' 
11114 ,-otet rqiltratfon when bt lJI afraid 
to 10 dOOm -..nd roll'l&t<r?" 

tz:Jru,; '' .U ~ J)ellllanent member of lllo 
Nea:ro rM:e l'm alck and ttred of a.ny. 
lhU.. that em.aokll c.! ~ttrnalJam." 

Olber ,._,~m aoulbt toll.ltlont tar. 
•v•cy dl.wrlmtnatory wao!Wt In lbe ll!e 
ot th~ M~lssJPJlJ NP.rro. One on hour­
tgr, tor ..am~Jo. cai!DII lor • b•lldlnc 
code wilh theso rolnlml.lm reQutto:ment.l; 
"A complete bathroom UbU., a 1dtohon 
olult, a oeotral lleatlnc ·~ lruulatcd 
'P/Blb> and oelllnp, laundry room. PM· 
trr spaoe, an ·~to Wltlnl "f&l.tm pro­
vlcllnl lor at Jeut thre• elootrtcal out• 
le.ts tn W Uvtna: room a.u4 kltd\611 aM 

In achoola: &Ol"'OIa ijlt atate teather• 
tougbt rJaldllf, Dill' amr day '"'' would 
rtm1nd a~deru., "I 1m1. nat Mtu J<l1\(';11 

lam Kathy." •• • ••Not •Yes &lr~' 'lbe: ll.finle 
14 !Sob." t;'lle youu nortMrn eolJqe a~;~ .. 
denll or Pt'OltNlonal lcachen w1>9 otaft· 
ed ~· s<b.OOII 1ourut lher ~ dellll>a 
wU.h Jtudmtt who WMt~ wbe ~yond thelr 
J'O(irs1 Tbtll'S WN a wlltdom bom Ol dalll 
telll', "Dratalit.l'. deprtu.ttou.. 

TIWY WERE Wf6£. bU~ unltamcd. Tll~r 
were lO .. year ... oldl, tl!l.b rrade1'i1 'll'ho 
could not nad~ l.._yur-oldJ wbo could 
not apell. But$ lljJey were ehUdten who 
ooul<l <1011ne treeclom lh1111: ·~om is 
to be able to 10 tn" (a Mt~rld.liU\ 12·Yeat­
o!IU ond "J!nodom Ia lll<• Vlben 10U 

l'U, DO lilT WORK lF I UA\'11: TO DO rt ON Tit£ . 
Joyce Brown'• J)Oem wa.a: hec~ra tn tllr ,dtool ln. Af.ricUaA coo 

·~ lea.o< two IUCh outlela Jn lbe bedroom mAke tiO I ""'ole alld a wlitto ~ Wllh 
an4 b-.th. al hsJLst. a QUArter ot an •~ the ~me Job -makes flOO, rou 'SbQ~d make 
of land per bullo!lna: 101 ·~a a b ... men• $100 (a IO·Ynr·old Jn J-). 
~nd aulc."' They wcte .tUd.wts •ho, Uke Utoae tn 

tbe rural CQmmun1ty Of O..rhhaa~, where 
8UCU RESOLUTIONS CAME 110m ehll· 11\0R l• no Negro pubUo >e11ool, wcro ex· 
dren lll<c Ute lhtllc•buti' Proccfol!l School pooed In ~eaom S<hooJ 14 E. E. Cum· 
JtUdent. Rober' MaM!H, WhO wrou 1D mtnP a~d JIUl"'e.a Jorc~• PortraJt of tho 
a pal)er enUtled &sre~a.~ &booll Ctlt-p- Artt.l .. a ~Wll" Man.. Wb~ lhiJ re­•••t.e but EiquaU I ; "M,co~ of the while porter \'filled the ?olorldlan acl>ool thO 
klu live ln th<ie bla Jars• line l>o\lB08 f'Nnch ct..,. "'"" dla<nu:alnjJ Ollllt!ntlal· 
you know. It they "* •~ntt. tbeir lrDl ana rea.dtni llOud-fJe:ln PAUl SI.Uttre'e 
parenta aunpf.1 -go and buY it tor U1em. The R~peetfui ProrU~11te. 'I'hey Were 
But me, 10U see,.. I Uve in tnli Utt1e three- ~tudttnW who, Uk\e Joye& Brown. wrote 
room ~back ""d In)' mulber O!W m&kea -\Q'. JQyoa, wllo beaan vottr ngl .. 
• lei 1 w.eek &n« wub tour c)illdren how tra~lon eanvnssln.lr at 12 15 now a Ul­
eu a pemn llva wlLb dint bclJta ~· • rear.old, l'n!edom Sehqot'atudenL 111 Mo· 
monLb and. aun be able to feed • • . • OOntb and chl.l.rmun ot thtt lt'rOlldi)Jn 
And tr I watt t.a scht>Ol and -wa.nL to tate SChool com·mtJon. She -.·1-o-Le 1n "'HoUM 
a kllf ~til-. I lave to ro b.r r.tu W~te . .. • 
elt:m~ntary .ehOol whue t.httre ll 1. whttt' ot Libert7 : 'l a.s:Ud f~r l'OUt church_., 
cop atanctilia on &he oornn ~h.en llb t.6llJ. IU'Id YOU. tamed me down,/15U,t I~ do my 
me, 'Hey NIU~ you nQt su;ps»e to come IA'011c It I havt1 to do tc on the JTOUJ'\tf;/ 
tbta woy.l! 1 c'olehyou hore~~<~•ln l'U put li'OU will n~ IIPCilk tor roar ot btlnl 
you In )~II.' so r ha .. t.o 11'0lk t>t• blocla bOA"!./ Bo you er~wl, In wur theU alld 
uut o.t I1U' way to go to J<:hool "' hQ'. "Do not dl:stu.rb. I You thtnt- be-

had been burned lilnoarbr NotobHJulll: 
~,ror. truo MaOomh scbool .,.... to •~'<"· 
eo the - wblol> WIA to !>Diu< II 
b&cbd dotpn at tha llat. motl\•llt. Thm 
tb* Freedom BOute oJvU rtthtl :wor.kel!l" 
he&dqua.rter.-wB.S bombed. 81nce no 
ahurch oould ~ foun<l to: 111e acl>OOI, Ita 
nnst seaton wu held on the ll.wn of tht 

bombed. aut Freedom House. When Joyce•• 
poem wu read to a ~a' metthlll' 01 a 
40Zen Nes:ro buslnt.Samen. &.hey .;ere 
moved to tefl.ll arld a home W&$ round. 
lor tilt ocbool an,d Ill 100 ..tuderuo. 
PROBU!MS WERE I!JMJLUl else1ohere. 
Whtm ~· l'l'eodom Sohool 111&11 orrl\·od 
In C.rtbaie. the entire ~""earo eommtm· 
ttr WN .....W.led at the church 10 ..,.., 
them. Two .,_,. ator tht ota!l wu .vi~ 
cd from the aonool: Lbe """""unJ~r ap.ln 
~lll'Oared will> plck·ll\) tNek• lo Mlp 
lnove the llbrllrY to • new aehool. :r-ru.n 
lbe Ollrtlw&o community boaan blilld· 
lJli '1tiS own eommuntty qcn~ to bouse: 
&libtarr. a Wlnter Ftet.dom School ~4 
adull cl.uoeo . 

Amons- th~J resul\.5 of U10 llltnm~r·a 
-..n Bohool orOII'*"' bu botll ~ 
un.li:VInr oJ N..,., oommomltl .. In many 
areas. Ill tlddJUon, Ul~ proaram bU p,ro· 
Ylded ~ sUmpae of " far broader WOl'h'l 
tor lit 2.000 N'el!l'o aludmC.. 11 bas b«m 
• emall bridge wltb wht~ MJ.,t.sstpJltol1i 
<""bl<e cblldron altoni!Od Freedmn 81:-lo 
lor $1>0;~ penoa.. Ill Vl<Juobura au<1 1!oUy 
~). It h .. h•Jped dc .. ll)p loe•l 
fOIUIJ N""" leadc111h1J!, II b.. \&UahL 
:vo\Uitl AmtrlC!\ll8 llOlJl Oilier J)(\Tl.l ()( 
the country thllt. as tho ll'leedom School 
oonven;JQn Ww:ne pu~ 4: 1"J."t:e<Som ts a 
•truh'l•. 
A~ TO! SECOND ol lbe IIW1Ul1cr'l i$0-

lllona "'"'''d· p)anl were btlna d .. elOP<d 
tor tru. llchOOII to oonunuo t1lrousll lhe 
wlntu 1n each of the «:ate'c 2!1 J!u.tnmer 
Pl'9~ ....... Boll oi lbe budiol or 
$,00.000 will provldi! .. bolo>~hl.. lor 
volun~en who gtvo UJ) a ftiU' o1 oolle~re 
to teoeb In MISIIQIPI>I and !l>r !ooal 
atudenlo. (C'ontrll!utloM to lob• btldset 
may b,o madAt oul to l'roodom School• 
and malled to 111e CounoU of P~atod 
oraiiJllliAIJons, 1017 IQOCil Si., JfOkaon, 
~. IniOI'!IIlllon on tu ~pt\on l~ 
av&Ual)le from the lflrH:dotn Sebool Oo· 
q<dlnAhl)" at thAI add~ 

The MS.,IS4fppl lc;W&turo !lad Al!opt. 
ed a l*C~Ui• of anLIMBll.tll.mtr l"'rOleot 
bUltf On• 1fl:lll de!lanl'd to cnslla,w the 
Free<lolll Bolloolo, btll It Is doul>ltul It 
~ sW.te'a power strut'- Mo recoc· 
nli><l Lho lona·IAitlna' J4tnlll<:arue ot the 
'&ChOOla. The Jaw llu nol been e.nCotccct, 
Lho &cboolo h•"' flour!Ahed and the •tu· 
den\a, 1r<>m a to ovor 70, w1U nol ·~ 
he re-molded Into tbe Mla&IWPPI tduca· 
IIQI>t.l artrtem. Palmer'• Cr-.tna' l'roe· 
<10m 8Cil001 aw<ltnte aclopl.cd a -'"""· 
IJOI\ of IMependCll411 ll.ltlnw tbelr atlev· 
.,.,.. and endlnr. 

·-we. Cbqetore. the Nea:roea of Ml$a­
ls.'olPPI ....,nhled, Ol>l>Olll to ll>e IIO'iern· 
.ment ot th-e atato. that. no m•n !I tree 
untJ.l all mert •re fr'M. we do bereby de~ 
e\afi lmSepem\~ru::.e crom. -the W\JUI.t 11. wa 
Ql Ml-pl wblell oontllc~ wllh ll>e 
tln!t.d Slllu OOIUtltl>llon." 

'The {Of'llr.n af!a.tra 'tfO~OP l'f'JiiOIU• 
tkm bteao: "We •ilPI>Ort tinct en!orco· 
,.,.,.1 of lbe )(ON'Ot Doctrine." U e<>lle<l 
m J>On-lruer\'enllon by - ... aoun­
ti'W In the wemro Hunt.&pbere and tor 
'O.S. "n<>umWun" pr~u ... to roroe LAtin 
.AD:.ersean aoverumen't.al to refrAin from 
...,.ptl... "militarY aid from IM Oc>m• 
a:aunJ4i bloc."' AL the p~dna!'J' the tUOl\l· 
UOD wu de&ete41 rrom. r.be p latform a1t.er 
a ~~ ••ld o! U.. Monroe :t:ll» 

Itt Q~:Jen:t;aUon "aelllcm. t>e·fore iq~ !'ree.. causa rou've turned me AW&T,/ Y~'v"' 
tlcun schoolb oj.lenecl, \'OlWJteer teachers f.lMtkted yourself tor moLb~r dav. 
-many Jn Uu. sate tor the 1Jnt- time- Joroe wq wrlttnt ot one of the moat 
had w 1ea.m how to Leaq .romet.blnl or Wletl~ problemt 1rtllCh t&O~ mllllr of 
vatws wJUt chll.dtw wtto were llrOdu.eta Q1 tbe Freedom Sc~JndJ build 
the Mlutss.lppl. o~~utern. 8tait1Jbton LYnd. 1nw- to houae SbO cl~ ~~ !mm..t~ l'reedom lldlool <llrtctor, m>r........S It .;.:.:::...:;:...;.:;;;:;;..;=:....=:==...:.:.:..;::::::.:;::::::. ______________ _ 
thlll to "'"hen tor tbe Jl.l!bon ..,boot<: 
"You mu,at , Jt.rela to \he •t.udenta: U ill 
UUdr 1<1>001; II>"-' con ~od.J< who~ they 

Additional copies of thi' repr1nt From rhe AugUtt 29, 1964 f&sue are avolfable 
from NATIONAL GUARDIAN at 10~ eooh. 


