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THE LONG HOT SUMMENMISSISSIP I 

Four WILPF memborr wsnl fu•m tJu. Annual All!riinl.f to loin tho ~f{OU•IR ~Ia u:prklos In Mtnt..lppl thl.t .ummct on ftu/km ..Moil 
nnd ••«r rqt.lrrstl<m. Thra uf th~U<> hod not p/1111ned on gpi"':'. lmJ d•fl<h!d 19 jl)oo o ILWk'• time: Mth Degr and ,,., hUfbond, of C/llcotJo, 
on(/ Marforv ColliN b{ New l'ork, a wrlkr toM '"'" 1.00rklla .. -w, du<C rlg/lu ~"·' /11 fl.., South and 1.t cummtlv engaged In o ,...,arch 
p~ /M t/ul Ci:ntDt lor tJu, St~J~ <n O..m.....tlc II>#(WH<m#. TIICV '""'W In ono •It/,. communl<v <ent<r.t and '""' thtJ d"!!""'•t• .,.d fbr 
c~ ruppllu of all klndo, fa< ¢>11aln.8 and l>oolcl. One of om S/>flllf!;/ie.fd, ID., B,.,nch m•mbor•, o tra/Md num, /lad q/rC<JdV lef< to tpand 
ll•r tlaeotfi>n workll1B In MIJritllppl tmiJ tluJ fourlh oi>hmtnr ll> 110 fn>m tho llnnrml Meeting ._..,, a noD owmbcr it:/IQ •tw llfvlng lw month;, 
<ibcall<.n to the Sllmnu:r pro(llCI. Slrw tf""' two mov lltlll /,., In the Soutl•, .,. ar• Dmltting thdr ...,...,, IUtfy Bok.r, WILPF Narionol Publlci!v 
Sccretorv. 011C.011l1J(Jnkd cx'r ~1)6 metnbet to th• ~·ihsv orlefuado·n ~n In Aft:mphil, T(rmusctt., _.,<J korn about tho Project arul. TW>~ I "'~ 
oontnbt<w '""'" I hough my qffort• W<JUld lwve to be trom ""' IM{otu of I'I•IIM•Iphl<!, Pa." V 
Betwoen Bitterness and Feu Letter from the South 

By Kitty Baker 

The cll.y the civil rights bill b-.une law, 
July 2, T joined 45 volunteers m Memphis< 
ror indodrinntion rar tho Mi.'ISi<Sippf Sum
mer Project. The sessiont dealt with prob
lems as Simple as holding quiet conversa
tions with Negrqes who have never shal<en 
hands with a white por$Qn; os comJil!catcd 
M learning MiSsissippf law (six laws re
cently passed were blatantly aimed at 
thw•rting clvll *Is); ond .. dAngei'OIJZ 
as lcnowing that th"'e am polk>e Jnfol'lllt'd 
~~mong the lreedom worken. 

At O.M session, ll blznrre, ro:a1.ktic scet\e w•• enacted showing what males oould ex· 
pect nt tho luwds of tho poU..., follow<!'<! 
by odmonitinns to ourl up in a ball ond 
cover ,. much of th.e bead as possible with 
tho hnn<h. Wom~n are not usyully so brobil
ly trenled by ollioCU,, we were told, hut 
could expect ll beating ftom whltll priwners. 
Whites hove oometim~ been t.mponuily 
j~iled with fteedom workers fo-r tJu. sole 
pllrjl<)sc of lbowing them "who's boss down 
hyor." N"""' stanil m an '9!"!l doorwny 
with tl"' llght behind you, said our studen~ 
lf'Structor; l>e sure the roo! light In a oar 
does .nol go on when y,ou open the door at 
night; sleep toward the l)ack of • house n11il 
toward the baok or a room, In the event 
something is lhrmvn in the window. And 
SOQD. 

"M l$:siS~ippi Negi1)C)S are bitter," s!lid a 
yo•mg Ne#') mlnlst.!r. "Like It or not, you 
ue the white """' ond you will meet with 
lear, .hopo, and distrust. Same of tl•em will 
hate your guts But there ore others wbo 
&1'8 free-those who have trat~S~::ended their 
btstory. The wh!~ YQU wUl meet lw.ve a 
mwb<l ilhltlss caused by lear, approaoh!ng 
par;moUl, of what will hnppen wbea the 
Negro bos PQlitl""l P~>Wer. • 

!)y the end of th1> ~ne•, COFO (Comt
cil of Federat'!Cl 0f!lllllliz•tions) strtll work
en, who earn len th11n $10 " week, .hopo 
to hnvo 8~ ....,.,. In Mississippi partioip>~ 
In on• or more or the program$, whieli 
include voter regis!Iatioll, Freedom Seliools, 
ond communUy 9enters. Thera is no way 
o£ estimating bow many local Ne~ wOl 
ll<> fn:c or h111ve enough to participate, but 
h Rlltt!esbutg, 570 m attending the F-
dam School when it wns opt!mlstieally 
hoped 1hat 50 might com•. At this mid
J>Oint in the Summer Project one fad: Is 
definite: by September, Mississippi wru 
have mo,·ed oloset to tlu• rcnlJUes of the 
20th century lUld appn>Xim~y 1,000 ftoo
dom workers will ha"" had on ltttkle view 
of the stnJgglo for eivil rights. 

"f've ncrver ""J"'ffenced • '<:Dtnmunley of 
f<lai bcforo where everyone f.ct~n IUkl dtstm&t; 
""1!1Jo'"'" olso. Wock and white oaoh feo.dng 1bo 
olhef. Tbl$ ~~lAg .. s.t...., Is known. wltlr 
in •the Muvernent' as 'the Plagu-e,~ l wouder 
how SOQn aftec my month lwmo I will ~ 
nom the hoblt of '""wf1Jns IIIW:ir>-'""td>ing 
Jtrnne. :C ca~ r,W:llllge not~ lor dimes.. whJch 
you rrwst ~ carry wftb you (in case o£ 
QJTtJt-~a·-ro supposed to be able to m.ll:e one 
plume e.D ) , nlwa)"t c:lu>cldnlf where the telo
pho..., o.nd .W111 ""' u yclu ... u.. • hoUJc>. 

"(In ~jom)>hfs) [ felt a retCDin OIIOlbnesli 

come •= l1ll' •• lLe ~ of ;se.:onty Jnuro<ll<m¥ 
gnmr long.,. and lonb'<'<· w~ all """"' .u ..... u 
lttlli!, lhbUJ<h. dodl1g the question pedod, when 
aproP9s of ~)foe •!1'~ a yo.,.g female in
qutn;dl 'b ~ awuy an aecqlted fouu of 
nonvio c:ocer 

"Tho next mominJ, I had breokfibi with 
$DnlC of the SNOC woi*er.s who !"" golng Jnto 
dm S. W. Mi<SiSSippi Jlrea to M<<Jonib. This Is 
~~• wout i<ctloo, with some 60,000 vfgilontes 
about. Only U! ol tho mo~t ...,.,don.ed obdt 
are gt>in~ tho,_.. jl!a,.., {1om wlllch tliey had 
wlthdrown In 11161 bt!C:Iuse of tho extrema 
W.np. They •1\ );ti4W tlut oome ol them 
m{gllt no\ re!Um, but Cclt that if they dldu't 
go the wont ~~ec'l.i"'' of MJssiSsippi•would not 
have bec:n 'movod' 1111d the whoio $Ul1Ul)Or 
pmjeclt, in ell<c:t, W<>u141 Lavo IWied. 1t l"8S a 
ht!Mt-ll'!lld.in_g ~nco to sec them de;vart. 

"On Sundlly tile 5th, wo l(el off for ~Jon· 
The volunWJ>r> wbo amvod the. week """'"' 
folmd awaiting them 2.5 N<~gro bosts. hVU or 
thtcc ..,, loi.decl wltl' 1101£ce, and a ~ 
m1mber of 'Whito Cimiin•' lllkin3 piclu,... 
md ootes. It'< Ho5pitou1ty Mo11th b1 -\llmsslp11L 
OUr group lound only ono pol~ colr, =d '"'tr 
teVm~.l 'Citb.c:ns· luiking 1uow:u.l staring and 

blldnJ! ""'"'· 
•

1\Vc wwmt let ~y th; nischt with nn :tn~lt 
c:hu~ V<ll<!mblo ( w.bn) Jlvod 11) what might 
be an otd'let)'J)e of An tl'Pclent slave ®bin-
smolr. weat1NJJ•beaten, unpainted. running wa-t:er 
only :in We ldtob.lu, & <lop! Ill tho living 
roan\ And tlwe ..,..,.two double h•ds In Ulc 
bcc110om !trr t.bc. .._ _girls. Just a.11 we wero wsln g
"' bod be """"' lnlo tl1e room and !l):l<.bcred 
up hi• Biblo liT\d ..turned to the Uvhtg room. 
a:e nop_pocl Jn a}tain a minute l::ttlJr to announce, 
'Now ~ young ladies hove no o..U ol bcing 
•frnld, ( wo "'<li~ for soma word of divino 
~rot.oction nom the Caod Boqk) ~u!lo • •• 
lhoto'• • - .16-gnuge shotgun ri!lht bc.<id& 
my bod.' The swill projll'e<slon from COd to 
gur_, waa nlmo"Mt too mtmh (Qr u~, 

"'Nc,u:t rnorniQg we spmt about 4 houtt 
cbeokin.l! wit~ v>riO<"' l•rmet f•millos wl10 
f!l(ght ban,"le voluntecl'lf • • • lt ~mecl thAt 
tlui' paori;t lbc l'auilly the. happier they wcro to 
have us. Ono re)oHvj',jy mD-off family wouldn't 
have '"" (A wom.,.) with 11\Any ohllilnm nnd 
a ~rnall h9wc papqred with .ncW!iPJlJJ~!f ~~aid 
~~~ "~u1d be 'hotlo..red: One &no ul.J (Jlan greet ... 
t>d ••· 'Cod bless )'011, 'you ""'llr enme.' 
.llp.,.,uly oll the Ncgroco llml u>O>t of the 
white t>«>plo lA Mlssls<lppl 1l10ught tho Nofl]l
ern volu.nt~_, would bf: N~gro (as D.tO mosC 
of d1ose who havo been w<>rkin~ In Mlnl>sippi 
for the lnst two )'>JirS} And It 01\Ulc M • "'" 
JOund!I4J >hoclr 10 •D thol most of lhc wlunl..,rs 
are whir.. .•• We arrive<! buck in Cunton bc{0re 

IIUJ!down, .. l\'e .,. not lo trnvcl ot night. 
l c:ruu!Ot d.scribe tbt> bitf<:rn.,., fear, and 

dlstrult tbnt - hero. Whlt,o Misslmp~ 
loci d>ey ""' B~ting ~ 'llol~ War:; In whlcl>. 
the. rest iJI thti <l<l\wtry and tho wnrld •re 
"~~""'"' tlteul. n .. r fed ''"'' the w)titc Vblun
...... ""' '\Vbltc Nogrueo, and tho mtle~ of 
theto .u: .. • letter froltl tho Wltite c~ 
Couucll erp....ed It 110 ehanninsJy In • J,tt.,. 
lo COFO. 

"1:'b., Negroes too, arb bittrr. When mnny 
he"" ._, , • .,~,;,. oJ their lomllias """""'· 
~. or """'ultljd .bY wWtes rooy, undwtand
ably ham 11\0$1 whlte$ and dritrusf evrn 10mo 
of u,.;: white wlunt ...... 'l1lcy foe! lbc whole 
wh.tte -snt<m I.J ronet•1. parllcul•dy wiU> the 
frequent ~up o1 pouce. 1uthvdty and the 
wbJh. chunih with tbc. PQW<d of ovlL The 
Medlodi.st llllnbl"' io Canton ii; the !)91i<.>e 
ohnpl•ln, and when the p()lioe have-tiJeir llttle 
ddlls, tho llrinl.st..- gi!IS Qui U1m0 \vlth Ids gun, 
And llle Jberlff of M..c.;fOb Is tho fru:mer ooad 
of tho White Citb:Oil$ Council I tnl.lc<!d ......,.., 
dll) .. l!j(O 11> a m•n who flO< • fri<ftd tcacltiJ\g 
•• a 1\n...Jmwl Colleg1> /who) Is bimseU a 
lll()(J"r.fLfe- HOOrial, but ~y-. he b the only cnaJe. 
""""""'of Ids fomily wl10 bas not •hot • N~. 
This ldnd ol thing •w.U.. And t.he Ne
know tlut tho clvil rial~ bill I.J nGt .te.lgned 
to clferl ohnngOf In thC. deep South. 

''Lam very glAd I crun .. COFO h•s h<:)d to 
rumvJIJionco only by o slim tlveul and It needs 
nspport drutically • . • wbeu one 11~ the 
tal., o£ b<:adn~s, bt~~IJilJIJ'L harassment, an<l 
bo>nbi11Ji5 th«t SNCC •n~ OOFO W<ltke,. have 
undi!<I/Ooo ono ..aliz.s tbnt thalr J..clsibn that 
oo g,')';;;7 r;r anydllng tlutt oo~tld possibly be 
ooruida'fad A weapon l ~ OIUTi.ed is a bt4-ve 
•!np. 1 de ho.JM> tho s.uppmt of lbc young 
\'OfWll,t.'er1- l'OnfunlS them in t.belt DOll·~ 
• • • thls-~Ummef$ wo1 k fs <l(U<I•I. 

"4u<ei'• speciAltv, app..-ently, boa b<en 
Qtr\:ltS. Wl:.en T AntVed, tJ~ ouL ,,f the f<Nt 
project momben bod ....,n •"""ted . • • 
appan:ntly '""'"' ll:Jrt ol ploy to dJ!iOour.igo 
w lilllloters l'roln co,nlng to Laurttl. It JJali,M 
&nd thcte- are J'lQW about ten of ns and tht't!e 
moro tu:d\oing. The. local 11.ntboritiee havo ~ 
tumod to tll<lk w;ual~~~tg~>t, ihe N"i!"J''S, whom 
thny arn.....t nnd bo•t at nuldom. 

"Tho woatbu iJ be ... cnden. with t~rn
tur.s oft"" •S~ or noar, 100. ThlJ wouldn't be 
$1) b.'ld, but a.t«''r o .. ·errincident our hosts dosa. 
11nd lqolc tho doc<> md Pl•ll dom> the hvnt 
wln(lows . . • blanket$ are put up acroso tho 
windows 11Dd the liJ!.hD tonwd low. an<l w&
h.tve our _pdvnte -inferno . • • I :tnt pteful 
tlut .o £ut we've h•oogbt no JPOCillc liAnn II> 
our kindly IIOSIS. but we fear retOilialloll on 
theto, .. .., wc'vo gone ond tho ~tlllll!t Is olf 
&ltmssipt>L P«hops this i!i tlm wuo.t 't .. r , •• 

~·one of m~ studentJ took pttrt in the sit-in 
em Saturd'?' :stJ n Vt~riety store lunch eouat· 
er • , , A. pu ·c."t!ltl4n tta"oding at the entpnoe 
wlteo tho Nl!gm youtlu e11tmid suld 'Now 111\d 
two "'bite men wtml :Jter c.bc roung people 
with ~~ batt • • . and one of the men 
pulled .a knifo. Tbo poUC<!mon dJd nothing ~m 
prutcet. the chD<hn (my student wa1 U), 
wlw fi:nully esc:a.ped. ..,.e. entln! tituation }.core In MitUSsippi b 
•h~cklng, "-'P"doll¥ the poU.. conalvaru:e ond 
tlm courts. • 


