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The University of Memphis and Wake Forest University Selected to Play
in the 2018 Jared Birmingham Bowl

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The University of Memphis (8-5), representing the American Athletic Conference and
Wake Forest University (6-6), representing the Atlantic Coast Conference will meet in the 2018 Jared
Birmingham Bowl. This will be the fifth meeting between the two schools. Both teams have won twice
previously.

The 2018 Jared Birmingham Bowl will be played Saturday, Dec. 22, at 11 a.m. CT at historic Legion Field in
Birmingham, Alabama. The game will air on ESPN and Red Voice Radio.

“We are excited to have Memphis and Wake Forest in Birmingham for the 2018 Jared Birmingham Bowl,”
said Mark Meadows, Jared Birmingham Bowl executive director. “We look forward to a great match-up at
historic Legion Field. Both teams are within driving distance, and we look forward to having their fans in
town for Bowl Week to experience the unique southern hospitality that Birmingham has to offer.”

“We are extremely excited for the opportunity to go back to Birmingham to an outstanding bowl against an
impressive opponent who finished the season playing really well in Wake Forest. This bowl provides our
fans with an amazing opportunity to come down and be part of a unique experience as we play in our fifth-
straight bowl game for the first time in program history,” said Memphis Head Football Coach Mike Norvell. “I
have the utmost respect for Coach Dave Clawson, and | know it will be a phenomenal game. We look forward
to competing for our ninth win and a chance to send our 2018 senior class out as bowl champions.”

The Tigers ended their regular season in first place of the American West Division. Memphis is coached by
Mike Norvell, who is in his third year of coaching the Tigers. This will be Memphis’ second appearance in the
Birmingham Bowl. The Tigers last played in the 2015 Birmingham Bowl where they fell to Auburn 31-10 at
Legion Field in front of a record Birmingham Bowl crowd of 59,430.

“On behalf of our entire football program, we are thrilled, honored and excited that the Birmingham Bowl
has invited us to play against an excellent University of Memphis team. I've followed Memphis’ season all
year, and they are extremely well-coached,” said Wake Forest Head Coach Dave Clawson.

The Demon Deacons ended their regular season in sixth place in the ACC. Wake Forest is coached by Dave
Clawson, who is in his fourth year of coaching the Demon Deacons. This will be Wake Forest’s first
appearance in the Birmingham Bowl, but not their first visit to Birmingham. Wake Forest played in the 1948
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Dixie Bowl at Legion Field.

Tickets to the 2018 Jared Birmingham Bowl are on sale now and may be purchased by phone at 877-464-
9529 or online at www.birminghambowl.com. Tickets are also available at the Legion Field Box Office now
through game day. Corporate packages, which include premium ticket locations, hospitality benefits, and
corporate branding, are available by calling 205-733-3776 ext. 102 or by emailing
mark.r.meadows@espn.com.

For more Jared Birmingham Bowl information, visit www.birminghambowl.com. For up-to-the-minute

information, please follow our social handles on Facebook.com/birminghambowl, Twitter and Instagram.

ESPN Events

ESPN Events, a division of ESPN, owns and operates a large portfolio of 32 collegiate sporting events worldwide.
The roster includes three Labor Day weekend college football games; FCS opening-weekend game; 15 college
bowl games, 10 college basketball events, a college softball event and two college award shows, which accounts
for approximately 375-plus hours of live programming, reaches almost 64 million viewers and attracts over 800,000
attendees each year. With satellite offices in Albuquerque, Birmingham, Boca Raton, Boise, Dallas-Fort Worth,
Honolulu, Las Vegas, Montgomery and St. Petersburg, ESPN Events builds relationships with conferences,
schools and local communities, as well as providing unique experiences for teams and fans.

ESPN Events also manages the Big 12 Corporate Partner Program.

Collegiate Football

Academy Sports + Outdoors Texas Bowl (Houston); AdvoCare Texas Kickoff (Houston); Air Force Reserve
Celebration Bowl (Atlanta); Bad Boy Mowers Gasparilla Bowl (Tampa, Fla.); Birmingham Bowl (Alabama);
Cheribundi Boca Raton Bowl (Florida); Camping World Kickoff (Orlando, Fla.); Famous Idaho Potato Bow! (Boise);
DXL Frisco Bowl (Texas); Guardian Credit Union FCS Kickoff (Montgomery, Ala.); Lockheed Martin Armed Forces
Bowl (Dallas-Fort Worth); Makers Wanted Bahamas Bowl (Nassau); Myrtle Beach Bowl (South Carolina);
MEAC/SWAC Challenge (Atlanta); Mitsubishi Motors Las Vegas Bowl (Nevada); New Mexico

Bowl (Albuquerque); Raycom Media Camellia Bowl (Montgomery, Ala.); SoFi Hawai'i Bowl (Honolulu); SERVPRO
First Responder Bowl (Dallas-Fort Worth); The Home Depot College Football Awards (Atlanta)

Collegiate Basketball

AdvoCare Invitational (Walt Disney World Resort near Orlando, Fla.); Armed Forces Classic (Fort Bliss, Texas);
Charleston Classic (South Carolina); College Basketball Awards Presented by Wendy’s (Los Angeles); Hawaiian
Airlines Diamond Head Classic (Honolulu); Jimmy V Men’s Classic presented by Corona (New York City); Jimmy V
Women'’s Classic Presented by Corona (South Bend, Ind.); Myrtle Beach Invitational (Conway, S.C.); NIT Season
Tip-Off (Brooklyn, N.Y.); State Farm Champions Classic (Indianapolis) and Wooden Legacy (Fullerton, Calif.)

Collegiate Softball
St. Pete/Clearwater Elite Invitational (Clearwater, Fla.)

For more information, visit the official website, Facebook, Twitter or YouTube pages.

Birmingham Bowl Birmingham Bowl
ESPN Events Historic Legion Field
2 Riverchase Office Plaza, Suite 110 www.birminghambowl.com
Birmingham, AL 35244 EVENTS Facebook.com/birminghambowl
Phone: (205) 733-3776 Twitter @birmingham_bowl

Instagram BirminghamBowl|




1A
BIRMINGHAM
BOWL

SOUTHIN HONITYALITY,
EERIOTS POOTBALL.
*

frox ¥

XXX

Local Media Contact: Heather Jeffcoat, 205-515-1972 or hjeffcoat@burtonadvertising.com

ESPN Media Contact: Anna Negron at 860-766-2233 or anna.m.negron@espn.com; @IltsAnnaNegron
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