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OUR  
SECRET SAUCE

There’s no secret to 
centuries of success.  
We publish valuable 
content that millions  
of Americans and 
Canadians are seeking.

Gurney’s Seed & 
Nursery Co. 
Since 1866,  

gardeners have  
come to respect  
our selection of  
better-tasting  

varieties backed  
by our no-risk  

guarantee. 
Gurneys.com

Southern Exposure 
Seed Exchange  

Heirloom • Organic  
• Non-GMO

Specializing in heir- 
loom seeds. Our 

700+ varieties offer 
remarkable flavor  

and superior disease  
and pest resistance. 

Southern 
Exposure.com

1

BOTANICAL INTERESTS
Heirloom • Organic 

Non-GMO Project Verified

Inspiring and educating 
home gardeners for 

25 years. 600+ varieties 
and eco-friendly gardening 
products. Look inside our 
seed packets for detailed 

growing information! 

B O T A N I C A L I N T E R E S T S . C O M  •  8 7 7 - 8 2 1 - 4 3 4 0

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE
SEED EXCHANGE

Specializing in heirloom seeds

Our 700+ varieties offer 
remarkable flavor and 

superior disease and pest 
resistance.

Heirloom • Organic 
Non-GMO

S O U T H E R N E X P O S U R E . C O M •  5 4 0 - 8 9 4 - 9 4 8 0

BRENT AND BECKY’S
Since 1900, Brent 

and Becky’s has been 
beautifying the country, 

one garden at a time!

Bulbs, perennials, 
annuals, and tropicals! 

Order online today!

B R E N T A N D B E C K Y S B U L B S . C O M  •  8 7 7 - 6 6 1 - 2 8 5 2

BRECK’S
Direct to you from Holland, 

since 1818

Gardeners have trusted 
Breck’s for more than 

two centuries. We offer 
affordable, top-quality 

Dutch bulbs, perennials 
and more.

B R E C K S . C O M  •  5 1 3 - 3 5 4 - 1 5 1 1

THE GROW BOX™
Farm-Fresh Vegetables 

Without the Farm™

The GrowBox™ automatically 
waters and adds the correct amount 
of fertilizer every day, keeps weeds 

out, and even shows you the best 
spacing for your plants. Stellar 

results are 100% guaranteed 
or your money back.

A G A R D E N P A T C H . C O M / F F  •  8 0 0 - 5 1 9 - 1 9 5 5

GURNEY’S SEED &
NURSERY CO.

Since 1866, customers 
have come to respect 
the products and the 
promise of service.

G U R N E Y S . C O M  •  5 1 3 - 3 5 4 - 1 4 9 1

FREE GARDEN
SEED CATALOGS AND

PLANT CATALOGS
Check out our online seed 

catalog information on 
almanac.com.

ALMANAC.COM/CONTENT/GARDEN-SEED-CATALOGS-MAIL

YOUR  E S SENTI AL  GUI D E TO SEED S ,  PL ANT S ,  AND  BULB S
ORDER EARLY WHILE SUPPLIES L AST !

Farm-Fresh Vegetables
Without the Farm™

The GrowBox™ 

automatically waters and 
adds the correct amount of 
fertilizer every day, keeps 

weeds out, and even shows 
you the best spacing for 

your plants. Stellar results 
are 100% Guaranteed 
or your money back.

800-519-1955
AGardenPatch.com/FF  
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Jung Seed  
Seeds • Plants 

Bulbs • Supplies
From our garden  

to yours for  
115 years.

Take 15% Off  
with code:  

ALMANAC23 
JungSeed.com 
800-247-5864

Botanical Interests 
Inspiring home  

gardeners for 29 years. 
Over 650 non-GMO 

Project Verified 
organic and heirloom 

seed varieties, plus 
eco-friendly gardening 
supplies. Find expert 
growing tips inside  

our packets!
BotanicalInterests.com

877-821-4340

Breck’s  
Direct to you from 

Holland since 1818
Gardeners have 
trusted Breck’s  
for more than  
two centuries.  

We offer affordable, 
top-quality Dutch 
bulbs, perennials, 

and more.
Brecks.com

From Our Farm to Your Garden
Irish Eyes is a small-scale 

family-owned garlic 
and potato farm 

established in 1989 
and located just 

east of the Cascades 
in Ellensburg, 

Washington. Strict 
non-GMO policy.
IrishEyesGarden

Seeds.com

FALL & WINTER
20232023

E S S E N T I A L  S E E D S ,  P L A N T S  &  S U P P L I E S 
F O R  FA L L  &  W I N T E R  G A R D E N I N G

40+ Years of Hands-on 
Growing Expertise!

Family-owned since 
1979 and based in 

Cottage Grove, OR. 
We offer essential 
seeds, plants and 
supplies. Order a 

free catalog today, or 
check it out online!

TerritorialSeed.com

K. van Bourgondien  
Quality Bulbs  

& Perennials at 
Wholesale Prices

Our money-saving 
landscape quantities 

and exceptional  
customer service keep 

landscapers and serious 
gardeners coming back. 

DutchBulbs.com 
800-552-9996

THE OLD FARMER’S GUIDE TO
S E E D S ,  P L A N T S ,  A N D  B U L B S

IN PRINT: THE OLD FARMER’S ALMANAC 2026

ALMANAC  MARKETPLACE

Cape Cod Cupola, Ltd.

View our quality, one-of-a-kind Azek 
(PVC) cupolas & handcrafted copper 

weathervanes & finials at:
www.capecodcupola.com

78 State Rd, Dept. OFA24 • N. Dartmouth, MA 02747

Phone: 508-994-2119  

Teach Your Dog 
to Ring the Bells 

to Go Potty!

Order Today!
www.NewEnglandBells.com

$54.00 
plus $10 shipping

Instructions 
Included!

Suggested 
Strap Shown: 

#2-6 Bell Strap

New England BellsNew England Bells
A New England Tradition
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 SAUCES - SOPRESSATA - ASIAGO - PROVOLONE - OLIVES - CHEESE 

FAMILY RECIPES PASSED DOWN FOR OVER 130 YEARS  
MAKING THE BEST ALL-NATURAL, NITRATE-FREE SALAMI!

800-42SOUPY(800-427-6879)

SAUCES - SOPRESSATA - ASIAGO - PROVOLONE - OLIVES - CHEESE 

 ITALIAN SAUSAGE - PASTA - SAUCES - SOPRESSATA - ASIAGO - PROVOLONE - OLIVES - CHEESE - SALAM
I 

SAUCES - SOPRESSATA - ASIAGO - PROVOLONE - OLIVES - CHEESE 

Best Online Italian Market 
FortunaSausage.com
Best Online Italian Market 
FortunaSausage.com

Shop online 
24 hrs a day! 

Shipping Nationwide Daily

Wholesale Inquiries 
Welcome 
sales@fortunasausage.com

Enjoy the Enjoy the comfortcomfort you   you  
deserve with the deserve with the energy  energy  

efficiency efficiency you need!you need!
Innerglass® Window Systems 

Glass Interior Storm Windows 
800-743-6207 

Stormwindows.com 
Easy DIY Installation

Don’t Replace. . .Don’t Replace. . .
Double GlazeDouble Glaze

Don’t Replace. . .Don’t Replace. . .
Double GlazeDouble Glaze

ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES
• 4C and B&W ads

•  Full-page: Cover 
& Premium 
Placement

•  Fractional Pages 
(ROB)

•  Marketplace 
½-page and ¼-page

•  Almanac Shopper

•  Home Resource

• General Store 

Custom in-book 
programs available 
upon request.

T O  P A T R O N S

H ello, friends! Since its start in 
1792, this Almanac has had 
only 13 editors. This is about 

to change, as yours truly, number 
13, steps aside after nearly 23 years. 

Our founder and first editor, 
Robert B. Thomas (depicted on the 
cover), stated in his first edition that 
his mission (and hence that of every 
ensuing editor) was to be “useful, 
with a pleasant degree of humor.” I 
will leave you to judge whether my 
contributions have been practical and 
amusing, but we all must acknowl-
edge that this oldest continuously 
published North American periodical 
owes its longevity also to a consider-
able degree of luck—as do I.

One of my first assignments was to 
read every edition. In so doing, I saw 
how each of my predecessors had 
made his mark. I learned, for exam-
ple, that in 1938—for reasons known 
only to himself—Roger Scaife, aka 
number 10, replaced the full weather 
forecasts with weather “averages.” 
He needed no small amount of luck 
for the publication to survive his un-
intended impact, as sales of copies 
dropped precipitously.

I thought that I had a good idea in 
2005, when I transposed the weather 
forecasts (usually in the back) with 
the Calendar Pages (always up 
front). For giving the predictions 
prominence, I expected a windfall 
of reader appreciation. Instead, 

I raised a windstorm of criticism, 
such as: “The Almanac is a calendar; 
weather should never supplant the 
calendar! Don’t you know your job?!” 
Luckily, circulation held steady and 
I endured the tempest.

Another idea that could have sunk 
me was eliminating the tide times 
and heights in 2018. Your requests 
to reinstate the data showed me once 
again how much you care about this 
annual—and that again I had been 
pushing my luck.

Fortune has thus favored me even 
from the beginning. In the moments 
between being offered this job and 
accepting it, I was told that if I had 
any fear about being number 13, 
arrangements could be made for 
someone to sit in for a while so that 
I could start as number 14 without 
qualm or trepidation. Luckily for 
me—and, I hope, for you—I declined 
that proposition. Thank you for your 
abiding loyalty, trust, enthusiasm, 
and generosity. Join me in a cheer 
to the years! 

            –J. S., June 2023
However, it is by our works and not 
our words that we would be judged. 
These, we hope, will sustain us in the 
humble though proud station we have 
so long held in the name of

Your obedient servant,

4

VERY LUCKY 13

116 Ye
ars

SAVE 15%
with Code

ALMANAC24

800.247.5864

From Our Garden To Yours Since 1907

Animal Art/Garden Elements

www.ditarando.com  •  860.614.2704

Roger’s sculpture covers the gamut from fine art to whimsy, including functional garden  
elements, weathervanes, birdbaths, gates, fountains, and more. Given the sculptures’  

unique eclectic qualities, they work in sophisticated to comfortable environments. 

DiTiarando_24OFA_halfpg.indd   1DiTiarando_24OFA_halfpg.indd   1 6/7/23   2:10 PM6/7/23   2:10 PM

Animal Art/Garden Elements

www.ditarando.com  •  860.614.2704

Roger’s sculpture covers the gamut from fine art to whimsy, including functional garden  
elements, weathervanes, birdbaths, gates, fountains, and more. Given the sculptures’  

unique eclectic qualities, they work in sophisticated to comfortable environments. 

DiTiarando_24OFA_halfpg.indd   1DiTiarando_24OFA_halfpg.indd   1 6/7/23   2:10 PM6/7/23   2:10 PM

CONTRACTS DUE:  

MAY 2, 2025
MATERIALS DUE:  

MAY 9, 2025
ON NEWSSTANDS: 

AUG. 26, 2025

RELIABLE CONTENT, TRUSTED BY MILLIONS
Our 2026 print edition marks 234 years of continuous publication. 
The Old Farmer’s Almanac in print acts as an annual resource for 
millions of readers who turn to this book continually throughout 
the year. Our readers are active, informed, resourceful, and 
independent-minded individuals. Readers value the Almanac’s 
content and trust our brand; as well as our advertising partners. 

20262026
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ROBERT B.  THOMAS

THE

OLD

SUN,  MOON,  STARS,  AND PLANETS
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WEATHER FORECASTS
FOR 18 REGIONS OF THE UNITED STATES

THE ORIGINAL FARMER’S ALMANAC  
“USEFUL, WITH A PLEASANT DEGREE OF HUMOR”
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YOUR MARKETING MIX
Adding the print edition 
to your marketing mix 
establishes not just brand 
awareness but also brand 
credibility. We know that our 
readers seek out information 
on advertisers across a 
number of industries, 
including but not limited to:

Gardening products & tools             

82%
Home appliances & décor 

57%
Kitchen tools/gadgets/canning 

71%
Cooking & baking ingredients 

58%

DISTRIBUTION
2.5 million copies in key outlets 
continent-wide:

• ACE hardware stores 
• Amazon.com
• Barnes & Noble
• BJ’s Wholesale Club 
• Books-A-Million 
• CVS
• Independent bookstores 
• Indigo/Chapters
• Kroger/Albertson’s 
    supermarkets
• Loblaws supermarkets 
• Lowe’s
• Meijer supermarkets
• Safeway supermarkets
• Sam’s Club
• Shoppers Drug Mart 
• Target
• Tractor Supply
• True Value Hardware 
• Walgreens
• Walmart

Source: Audience Survey
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THE PLEASING PATTERNS  
OF MATRIX PLANTING

BY PAT DE VALENCE

GARDEN DESIGN CONSULTING AND  
PHOTOGRAPHY BY ADAM WOODRUFF M

atrix planting delivers a cul-
tivated space with greater vi-
sual appeal than what is often 

provided by more traditional garden 
designs. The planting is organized as a 
community of plants, rather than many 
individual feature plants, placed in a spe-
cific arrangement. The plants in the com-
munity are chosen for their ability to do 
well in your environment—soil, light, 
water, exposure—and for their ability to 
play well with others.                   (continued)

D E S I G N .

P L A N T .

R E P E AT.

IN THIS GARDEN WITH MULTIPLE  
MATRIX PLANTINGS, THE PURPLES OF  

THE CATMINT (FOREGROUND), 
SALVIA (MIDDLE),  AND  

BAPTISIA (BACKGROUND) CREATE  
VISUALLY PLEASING TRANSITIONS  

THAT LEAD THE EYES  
FROM ONE MATRIX TO THE NEXT.

E C O - G A R D E N I N G

Almanac.com/Garden   75

DISTRIBUTION
225,000 annually  
at major retailers:

• ACE

• Agway

• Barnes & Noble

• Books-A-Million

• CVS

• Kroger/Albertson’s

• Loblaws

• Lowe’s

• Meijer

• Publix

• Safeway

• Target

• Tractor Supply Co

• True Value

• Walgreens

• Walmart

CONTRACTS DUE:  

DEC. 10, 2024
MATERIALS DUE:  

DEC. 17, 2024
ON NEWSSTANDS: 

FEB. 11, 2025

GARDENS OF      CONTAINMENT

L A N D S C A P I N G L A N D S C A P I N G

Photos: Courtesy of Chanticleer, taken by David Mattern The Old Farmer’s Almanac Garden Guide   32   The Old Farmer’s Almanac Garden Guide

BY DAVID MATTERN

USING NATIVE SPRING 

EPHEMERALS IN A 

CONTAINER ALLOWS 

YOU TO ENJOY THE 

SUBTLETIES OF 

SPRING UP CLOSE.  

WOVEN BRANCHES IN OR 

AROUND A CONTAINER 

REPURPOSED FROM YOUR 

OWN GARDEN OFFER A 

CREATIVE TWIST FROM 

YEAR TO YEAR.

ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES
• 4C ads

•  Full-page: Cover & 
Premium Placement

• Fractional Pages (ROB)

• BRC cards

Custom in-book programs 
available upon request.

IN PRINT: GARDEN GUIDE 2025
In spring, The Old Farmer’s Almanac community of avid gardeners comes alive—and that’s when 
and why we publish our annual Garden Guide magazine. Packed with inspiration, ideas, instructions, 
and solutions for gardeners of every experience level, the Garden Guide builds on the reach of The Old 
Farmer’s Almanac and extends its reputation as a trusted resource. Distributed by major retailers and 
garden centers, the Garden Guide is essential to your marketing campaign if your future customers are 
interested in nature, gardening, and maintaining a healthy home.

A
dd interest and 
flavor to a border 
garden by tuck-
ing in fruit, veg-

etables, and herbs. Here’s a 
three-season garden idea 
for an area that receives sun 
all day long.

In this design, small 
plants weave around 

shrubs. The ‘Northstar’ 
cherry at one end is limbed 
up to 6 feet so that scarlet 
runner beans can climb the 
trunk. The scarlet flowers 
are great for decorating 
and flavoring a green salad. 
At the other end is an 
American cranberry, whose 
berries can be made into 

preserves. Sunflowers  
flank the forsythia—the 
only inedible plant included 
here—which provides  
a background of early-
spring color.

Front-and-center is an 
apron of pattypan squash, 
whose flowers and fruit 
are both edible. Tucked 

around the shrubs are two 
hot pepper plants, which 
change color as the  
season progresses. The 
Swiss chard, the golden 
sage and oregano, and  
the bright light-green of 
lettuce all provide changing 
colors as well.       

–Almanac editors

2   The Old Farmer’s Almanac Garden Guide
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P L O T  P L A N

AN EDIBLE BORDER
BEAUTIFUL TO LOOK AT, DELICIOUS TO EAT

SOWING AND TRANSPLANTING TIPS

• Sow hills of scarlet runner beans in front of and on both sides of the 
cherry trunk. Thin to one plant in each hill, and train to grow up the trunk.
• Sow Swiss chard seeds indoors in pots or plant seeds in the ground as 
soon as the soil can be worked. Seedlings show their stem colors early; 
transplant or thin to get the colors of choice.
• Sow the seeds of ‘Dwarf Bees’ bush beans evenly over the area shown.
• Sow lettuce seeds every 3 weeks to refresh the plants after harvest.

GARDEN DESIGN
This design, about 9x33 feet, includes the following plants, with the suggested quantity in parentheses:

A

B

C

D

E

E E

EF
F

F

G H

I I I I
J

K

L

D
N

M

O
P P P

B
B

K

A. ‘Northstar’ cherry (1)

B. Scarlet runner bean (3)

C. ‘Dwarf Bees’ bush bean (20)

D.  ‘North Country’ blueberry (2)

E. ‘Northsky’ blueberry (4)

F.  ‘Bright Lights’ Swiss  
chard (12)

G. ‘Slobolt’ lettuce (13)

H. ‘Prairie Fire’ pepper (1)

I. Sunflower (4)

J. ‘Karl Sax’ forsythia (1)

K. American cranberry (1)

L. Golden oregano (1)

M. ‘Marbles’ pepper (1)

N. ‘Cloud Nine’ eggplant (1)

O. Golden sage (1)

P.  ‘Sunburst’ pattypan  
squash (3)

A FEAST FOR THE EYES

• In spring, the blueberries, cherries, and cranberries 
bloom white; the sage, oregano, and forsythia brighten 
the bed with shades of yellow.
• In summer, the hot and bright colors of the beans, Swiss 
chard, herbs, and peppers are complemented by the cool 
blue of the blueberries and the white of the eggplants.
• In autumn, blueberry and cranberry leaves turn red.
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F O L L O W  U S :

IRISH EYES
Irish Eyes is a small-scale 
family-owned farm, estab-
lished in 1989 and located 

just east of the Cascades in 
Ellensburg, Washington. We 

specialize in potatoes and 
garlic but also offer a wide 

range of bare roots and seeds. 
Strict non-GMO policy. 

Irish Eyes 
Seed Potatoes, Garlic, Onions, Shallots & Garden Seeds

www.irisheyesgardenseeds.com
E-mail: customerservice@irisheyesgardenseeds.com 

Phone: (509) 933-7150

100%
Family Owned

Since 1989

I R I S H E Y E S G A R D E N S E E D S . C O M  •  5 0 9 - 9 3 3 - 7 1 5 0

BRECK’S
Direct to you from Holland 

since 1818

Gardeners have trusted 
Breck’s for more than  

two centuries. We offer  
affordable, top-quality 

Dutch bulbs, perennials,  
and more.

B R E C K S . C O M

EARTH-FRIENDLY 
LAWN & GARDEN 

SOLUTIONS
The original partner for  
an eco-friendly lifestyle, 

Gardens Alive!  
offers products and  

advice rooted in nature 
and tested by gardeners.

G A R D E N S A L I V E . C O M

YO UR E S SENTIA L  GUIDE TO  SEEDS ,  PL A NT S ,  A ND BULB S
ORDER EARLY WHILE SUPPLIES L AST !

PARK SEED COMPANY
Plant superior seeds,  

grow more delicious food.  
Shop exclusive Whopper  
seeds plus 1,100 varieties  

of organic, heirloom,  
non-GMO seeds for  
successful growing. 

Direct to you since 1865.

P A R K S E E D . C O M

SOW TRUE SEED
Open-pollinated  

Heirloom & Organic Seeds

With 500 varieties  
of vegetable, herb and  
flower seeds, we have 

proudly supported  
food security and seed 
diversity since 2009.

S O W T R U E S E E D . C O M  •  8 2 8 - 2 5 4 - 0 7 0 8

TOTALLY TOMATOES
We Totally Love Tomatoes!

See our complete cata- 
log of seeds and plants 
online, including toma- 

toes, peppers, herbs, 
and much more.Take 

15% Off with code:  
ALMANAC23 

T O T A L L Y T O M A T O E S . C O M  •  8 0 0 - 3 4 5 - 5 9 7 7

BURGESS SEED  
& PLANT CO.

Your one-stop garden shop

Celebrating over 100 years of 
serving American gardeners, 

we offer a wide range of 
plants, seeds, bulbs, and other 

supplies at value prices. 

E B U R G E S S . C O M

THE OLD FARMER’S 
ALMANAC LAWN & 

GARDEN PRODUCTS
Discover natural and 

organic fertilizers, plant 
food, heirloom vegetable 
seeds, premium flower 

seeds, and more.

S I M P L Y G R O . C O M  •  8 0 0 - 6 7 9 - 2 4 7 6

SimplyGro_22GG.indd   3SimplyGro_22GG.indd   3 12/22/21   12:13 PM12/22/21   12:13 PM
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T
he lyrics from 
a classic tune 
by Guy Clark 
echo in my heart 

all year long. Like that 
of many gardeners, my 
calendar revolves around 
our favorite fruit, from the 
arrival of seed catalogs in 
January to seed-starting 
in spring, to caring for 
our young transplants in 
early summer, to the juice 
trickling down our chins 
in midsummer, to busy 
canning kettles in late 

summer and early fall, to 
the pots of soup and chili  
in winter. How different 
our lives would be without 
the tomato!

After 35-plus years of 
gardening, I have over 100 
heirloom varieties that I 
steward by growing out 
and saving from year to 
year. Growing tomatoes 
brings me great joy, and 

having an abundance to 
share has enriched my life. 
Most people don’t have 
the luxury of space and 
time to grow out dozens of 
plants each year; instead, 
you have to choose. I 
suggest that you think 
about how you will enjoy 
your beautiful tomatoes: 
“Am I on Team Salsa, Team 
Canner, Team BLT, Team 

Snacker, Team Pasta Salad, 
Team Jam, Team Juice, or 
Team Seed-Saver?” These 
days, I consider myself 
to be a member of all of 
these, so I’ll share some 
of my experiences to help 
you to choose your team 
and identify some tomato 
varieties to grow.

TEAM SALSA
In young adulthood, I 
would have placed myself 
on Team Salsa. Early in 
a new relationship, my 

THE JOY OF HEIRLOOM TOMATOES
GROWING TOMATOES BRINGS ME  

GREAT JOY, AND HAVING AN ABUNDANCE TO 
SHARE HAS ENRICHED MY LIFE.
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F O L L O W  U S :

Only two things that money can’t buy,  
that’s true love and homegrown tomatoes.

–Guy Clark, American singer-songwriter (1941–2016)

Almanac.com/Garden   35

  The easy-care rose!   
      • Perfect for pollinator gardens  
      • No chemical spraying or fussy pruning required 
      • Thrives in full sun or partial-shade  
      • Ideal as a garden and landscape plant, and in containers, too!      
      • Nonstop blooms from early summer to late autumn 
      • Winner of over 25 awards for superior disease resistance  
      • Available in a range of colors—from soft Amber to bright Pink and Red 
      • Hardy in USDA Zones 4-11 
    

Ask for Flower Carpet® Rose at your favorite garden center! 
www.flowercarpet.com
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