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Bain today, colder tonight. To
morrow fair and cold. High tides 

,at 12:31 P. M. Sunday and 1:12 A. 
T. Monday. 
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HILL TOWER COLLAPSES; 
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175-Foot Tank 
Falls With Roar; 
Autos Crushed 
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On 'Suppression' Of 
lealth Information 
i6ehr Quotes State Authority To 

Support 'Shush' Policy of 
Commissioner McGillian 

OR PUBLIC PROTECTION 
. Mayor Jos^jA >FJ» JjQ0br, Democratic candidate for reelection, 

ay produced'8 j^^sCrom Dr. E. S. Godfrey, Jr., State Health 
nmissioher, wHdhh ritrtially upholds the news suppression 

"*S»ase8 and deaths recently inaugurated by 
ioner Eugene F. McGillian. 
Common Council President Frank B. Cotter, 
\ for the Mayoralty, avowed his belief in 

[© diseases full publicity as a meant, of protec-
a to tH* ^sV'fand for the "general good and welfare and 

alth/7 '• ^ 

, .^ l^fe; a. .attir. i&oto ;by jrrs*rno,) 
Tfcia.is alithat ytis left of the 

hug* water tower '6n the Elm' 
Street1 hill, after it bqllapsed at 
7:55 A. M. today,-sending 100,000 
gallons of water cascading on a 
thickly populated residential area 
on Nodlne Hill. Atj least nine were 
injured and thousands of dollars 
in damage done. W.P.A. wdrkers 
were rejMiiringroof but were not 
at work today. 

Collapse spurred! city's plea to 
U. 8.- for P.W.A.; funds for new 
1,000,000-fcallon tower. 

Jcy on c 
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iving comrriUrl 
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eif rep 
*n qu^ 

Mayor 
uV-and«otl 
er, althou 

impression 

made known 
HJĵ the subject in 

to TM Herald 8tates-
•**it health. 

{^"Ban 
-#oea not take an 

i, lUori on the mat-
jpk leaves. ,the clear 

...., thai* he support* the 
stand of hi* Health ComrrQHon-
er m forbidding the release OT \X\-
formatlon as to controllable dis
ease* such as diphtheria, infantile 
paralysis' and typhoid. This in
formation had been made public 
y the Health Department for 
>*fa—up to Dr. McOllllan's edict 

**• \ month. 
• > « State Health Commissioner's 

v , addreaaati V*» Commissioner 
HlHaa, %fitoci 

• •; wotfd a^prs'' clearly your 
^ ^ e public of Yon-

f n to communicable 
• W*-"pw»l**&e, hut I scr noth-

be gakhM by UIQ routine 
ib%«tioa of » • name i>nd ad-

Of each case reported 
Wider Jgfetial dtMumstances. 

KebM theiacurtenre of an out-
btea in a flailed section of thr 
city, or InSAetioru of qtiarantine 
refttttons, H might be verv rie-
tfrale to pttWUh Information re 

Three Cars Run 
Over Body Of 
Hit-Run Victim 
Man Lies in Road After 

First Auto Struck Him— 
2DeathsRaiseToll to 106 

H 

» 

Struck by a hit-and-run driver, a 
man died on Saw Mill River Road 
last night after three other auto
mobiles had passed over his body 
as it lay In the road. A second vie* 
ttm of an automobile collision, tbe 
106th in the county this year, died 
in United Hospital, Port Chester, 
early this morning a week after his 
car struck a telephone pole In 
Harrison. 

Thomas Walsh, about sixty, of 
4010 Wsdsworth Avenue. Mew York 
City, was walking along Route 100, 
south of Troop K barrack* of the 

m ^ state police, at ?:1S P. M. when he 
^ t a g ^tb^iocatton" and identity j was struck oy an unidentified car. 
' ease*.*' ! A second car followed shortly and 
ftoth of th* ctndldalea declared ] the passengers, whose identity p<n 

thettMhet la favor Ot retention of j lice refute to reveal, saw the body 
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(Continued on Page Three) 
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Watchman 
Marvels At 
His Escape 
J a m e s Berry , O n l y Sl ight ly 

H u r t , Te l lg o f Crash 

L i k e O u a k e W i t h F l o o d 

With an earthquake roar the 
aging Nodihe Hill watertower 
crumbled to ruina this morning 
and James W» Berry, sixty-nine-
year-old W.P.A. watchman at 
the Site marvels that he lives to 
tell the story. 

His forehead bloody from a punc
ture wound in the scalp and abra
sions of the forehead and rtpse. 
Berry excitedly told police, doctors 
and reporters of his "miraculous" 
escape and of his premonition that 
the tower would collapse. 

1 Was In It' 
"I don't know really what hap

pened," he exclaimed. "All. 1 know 
Is that I was in it. 

"t don't know how it happened. 
1 don't know why I'm alive. 

"It was a little before 8 o'clock-
five or t*n minutes. I was goinsr 
to work. As I reached the shack 
I heard a rumbling and I saw the 
top of the tower come tumbling 
down. 

"I couldn't escape It. 
"I remember being washed up 

against A railing. 
"When I got my footing I was 

amid bricks and wood. I kept hold 
of my umbrella In one hand and 
my bag In another. 

"The neighbors came running 
out. I said: 

"Callthe police.' 
"Then they brought me here in 

a police car." 
With that Berry reclined again 

on the bed in St. John's Hospital 
emergency wartf. Dr. ftogen* De 

(Continued on Page Five) 
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Wall of Water Hurls Brick and Steel 
Down Elm Street As 100,000 

Gallons Are Loosed 

'RED TAPE' HALTED RAZING •• -"I 

:y.':>1 

The Nodine Hill Water Tower, stately 175-fodt 
structure at the top of one of Yonkers* highest hilll, 
collapsed like a house of toy blocks at 7:55 A. M. today, 
causing thousands of dollars in damage to homes 
and automobiles for blocks around and injuring near* 
ly a.dozen persons, some of them gravely. 

A gigantic metal tank inside the tower leaned 
for a second as the crumbling bricks let go with a 
roar. Then it dipped to the west and crushed to the 
ground with such tremendous force that it flattened 
like a pancake. 

The whole Nodine Hill section was thrown into 
bedlam. A wall of Water—freighted with great chunks 

I of. brick and steel and iron railing—swept through 
'î the area, washing like lava'down^Elm Street and 
other immediate sections. * \ 

Many Wa*hed Out Of Bed 
Homes were bashed in and their occupants n 
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Itijured In Flood 
Here is a partial list of the 

ihjtrredi 
EDWARD HUDAK, thirty-

five, of 301 Preeoett Street, at
tended by Dr. James V. Pol-
senski for concussion of the 
brain, contusions and abrasions 
of the left shoulder, possible 
Internal Injuries, abrasions and 
lacerations of both hands, con
tusion* of the scalp. At ,St . 
Joseph's Hospital. Washed oat 
of bed and his bed was.demol
ished. 

M R S . TERESA H U D A K , 
sixty, Edward's mother, of 301 
PrescoU Street, at St. Joseph's 
Hospital with concession of 
brain, contusions about the 
body, shook. Also tossed from 
her bed. A t t e n d e d by Dr. 
PolsenskL 

TERESA H U D A K , twenty-
two, of 201 Prescott Street, in 
St. Joseph's, concussion of 
brain, possible fracture of right 
ankle and right wrist, abra-
sionl on' both hands, uncon

scious' for a time. Treated by 
Dr. Polsenski. 

MICHAEL H U D A K , forty-
five, of 301 Prescott Street, 
treated for shock. 

JOSEPH H U D A K , twenty-
nine, of 301 Prescott Street, 
treated for shock. 

MRS. AMNA BUCKO, forty-
seven, of. Til Elm Street, severe 
shock, attended by Dr. Anthony 
DeAngellaof.St. John's River
side Hospital, 

MRS. VERONICA Q O T T -
HARDT, twenty-seven, of MS 
Orchard 'Street, suffered severe 
shock when her automobile— 
In which she was a passenger 
—was covered by wreckage Im
mediately in front of the tower. 

JAMES W. BERRY, *f 4s 
Bennett'- Avenue, watchman at 
the tawer, lacerations Over 
right eye. 

AUGUST DIETZEL, forty-
five, of II Henrietta Street, lac
erations of the right hand and 

(Continued on Page Pour) 

STRAW POLL RESULTS 
FIFTH 

Ward Total 
Vote Vote 

For Supreme Court Justice 
8yme (D) 310 1000 
Nolan (R) u J. 245 13M 

For County Court Judge 
King (D) , 311 1077 
Coyne (R) , 233 1253 

1269 
1128 

Shells (D) 
Far Surrogate 

233 
202 Millard J,fli . -L 

for District Attorney 
Jones (D) — 
Ferris (R) „ . 

213 
— 223 

For County Clerk 
Hussey <D) 217 
Mercer (R) 201 

1178 
1000 

1000 
1104 

1112 

not For Constitutional Delegates 
McCall (D) 
Walsh (D) . 
Couch (D) 
Bleakley <R> 
Oerlsch <R) 
Wallln tR> . 

Yes . 
No . 

303 1049 
230 HIS 
302 1040 
330 1251 
187 1054 
200 1105 

County Charter 
102 8*4 

- 77 450 

WARD 
Ward Total 
Vote Vote 

For Mayor 
Loehr (D) ! 338 
Cotter (R) 217 

For Council President 
Babcock (fci -i_2_-. 221 1155 
Florillo (R> . . 202 1121 

For Comptrollef 
Hushlon (D) 224 1238 
Murln trt) . 308 1043 

fur Juotleea of the Peace 
Pcaner CD) 318 1118 
Vaccaro <R) : 313 1003 
Parky (R> _ , i 300 1108 
Bornsteln (R) 185 1082 

For Assembly (4th Dlst.) 
Otiadagno (D) . _ 
Todd <R) 

For Assembly (5th Dlst.) 
Doran tb) 232 
McCready (R> 105 

Ye* 
No 

City Manager 
122 
145 

343 
354 

881 
723 

730 
840 

L 

1937 wsrd regtstrstlon, 5,955; number of straw ballot* cast in 
Fifth Wsrd, 501; total, 2.536. Straight Democratic ballots, ward. 
174; total. 893; Straight Republican ballots, ward. 154; total. 840. 
Enrolments indicated: Democrat*, ward. 158; total, 837. Repub
licans, ward. 133; total, 803. Republicans voting for Loehr, wsrd. 
8; totsl. 71; Democrat* voting for Cotter, ward. 7; total, 44. Voted 
in 1935 for Lochr, ward. 157; total. 8*1; for Condon, ward, 105; 
toUI. 500. 

(Monday—SlaWi Ward) 
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beds were demolished. 
More than a score of houses were demolished 

or badly damaged. 
At least a dozen automobiles were crushed like 

cardboard—some of them beyond repair. 
Almost miraculously—because it was Saturday 

and the W. P. Al crews are idle that day—workmen 
were absent from their perch atop the 175-foot struc
ture, where they had been busy putting on a new 
roof for the last two weeks. , 

In the midst of the flood the forces of na« 
ture and of gravity combined to mock Yonkers au? 
thorities and Federal Government as more than 
100,000 gallons of water were let loose by the smash-
up. 

Demolition Had Bean Authorized 
Just a year ago next Wednesday the Common 

Council had adopted a program calling for the demoli
tion of the water tower and for the construction-^t 
a new one, with Public Works Administration funds. 

The Federal Government approved the project 
early this year but red tape in Washington was hold
ing up the actual word "go," Which would have 
brought down the structure without widespread ini 
jury and damage. /„.,,,. ,r, 

» , * » . ; Loehr Order* Probe 
Loosing of the 100,000 gallons in the tank sent water 

cascading,down Elm Street and nearby backyards towards 
Getty Square. Some of it ran down as far as Palisade Avenue. 

Residents of. the sector voiced prayers of thankfulness 
that the tank had been only one-fifth full at the time. 

Mayor Joseph F. Loehr announced "an investigation has 
already been set under way of this unfortunate accident.** 
and he expressed "deep sympathy for those who have been 
hurt or have sustained property damage." 

"Everything possible is being done to aid (hem," said the 
Mayor. 

Water Department'officials, arriving at the scene, imme
diately directed the closing of gates leading to the water 
tower, which was in use up to the moment of the collapse. ' 

Supplies to that and other affected sections were at once 
turned on from the Lake Avenue tower, and Public Works 
Commissioner Edward J. Murray announced that although 
the reserve supply on the high service system may be reduced, 
there is no danger to water pressure in the event of fire. 

Collapxe Pn%%ten Official* j 
Police, firemen, public utility crews, water crews and. 

others concentrated upon the area—and thousands of special 
tors arrived despite the heavy rain. 

Officials insisted that they were "puzzled" by the man* 
^ jner in which the tower gave way. One suggested that it 

Resident* of the hiii nfsr the might have been caused "by the steel lank buckling about 
water tower found their usually} 15 or 20 feet from the base." 
<jul«t early morning ll/e disrupted 
with a suddenness thst left some 
of them paralysed with fesr, others 
hysterical. 

Friends gathered together for 
comfort In one another's Apart
ments, or stood In little knots high 
up on their front porches, looking 
with unbelieving eyes st the crsay 
Jumble of Mones. bricks and mud 
where thrv had been accustomed 
to seeing the t*ll tower. s 

Mrs. Veronica Ootthardt Of 338 
Orchard Street, who was Just driv
ing down Prescott Street when the 
disaster struck. n*rrowly escaped 
serious Injury. Her car wag dam
aged. 

"I was Just making the mm into 
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Nodine Hill 
the collapse. 

water tower before 

Water Deluges 
Gar As Woman 
Tries To Flee 

(Continued on Page Pour) 

Whether the high wind from the East and the heavy 
rains of the. last few days had anything to do with the de> 
struction remained for official Investigations, which will now 
get under way. 

Neighbors scoffed at official explanations and said they 
had complained to City Hall "for years" that bricks and other 
parts of the lower were dangerously falling—and the struc* 
ture should be torn down. 

There were several eyewitnesses to the Incident, among 
them Detective John Fitxpatrick of 2M Prescott Street, who 
was about to take his automobile arid drive to police head
quarters on Wells Avenue. 

"It took low than two minutes for the entire building 
to fall," he said. 

As the bricks came tumbling down, with a deafening 
roar, which was climaxed by the collapse of the steel tank* 

* S 

(Continued on Page four) 
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