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Introduction  

A census is the largest statistical data collection project carried out by the Statistical Office. 

The Population and Housing Census is designed to give a comprehensive count of the countryôs 

population, its housing stock, demographic profile and the socio-economic characteristics of its 

people. 

Population and Housing Censuses have been conducted in St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

since 1871; but, the first modern census was undertaken in 1945. Since then, censuses have been 

undertaken virtually every ten years: 1960, 1970, 1980, 1991 and 2001. This decennial census of 

Population and Housing, in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, was launched on June 12th 2012, in 

accordance with the Census and Statistics Act, No. 24 (1983). This report highlights the main 

findings of the 2012 Population and Housing Census. 

Technical Note to Data Users 

During the undertaking of a census, interviewers are dependent on a household respondent 

to provide the correct information and data in response to questions asked on the census 

questionnaire. Also, household members often respond to the census on behalf of other persons 

who live in the same household, but who are unavailable, or are difficult to reach during the data 

collection period. While every effort is made to ensure that a questionnaire is filled in for everyone, 

this is not always possible; since, at the time of the census, persons may be unavailable for a 

number of reasons, including refusal to participate. In these cases, the cooperation of relatives and 

neighbours is sought to ensure that these persons are accounted for in the census. 

The Statistical Office strives, at all times, to deliver high quality census data that are both 

accurate and reliable. To achieve this, the census data undergoes considerable checks and edits 
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during the collection, processing and analysis periods, to ensure that the best quality data is 

disseminated. 

Concepts and Definitions 

Some basic definitions and terminologies used in the census are presented below: 

Population 

The term, as used in most of the tables in this report, refers to the household or 

non-institutional population, residing in St. Vincent and the Grenadines. This includes 

persons who were temporarily overseas on June 12th 2012, for business, vacation, 

educational, medical or other purposes. However, this excludes persons who were in 

prisons, hospitals (extended stay), home for the aged, etc. 

Institutional Population 

This comprises persons who are non-members of dwellings such as correctional and penal 

facilities, hospices, hospitals, youth detention centres, childrenôs homes and senior 

citizensô homes. 

Household Population 

This includes usual residents in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, residents temporarily 

abroad for study or other reasons, non-Vincentian workers and other civilian residents. 

Usual Resident 

This is a person who has lived in a household, in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, for a 

period lasting 6 months or more, prior to the census. 
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Resident Population 

This includes the non/institutional population. Visitors to St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

are excluded. 

Total Population 

This refers to the countryôs de jure and de facto population; that is, the total number of 

usual residents in the country (de jure population), as well as all persons present in the 

country (de facto population), during the enumeration period. The total population in this 

report refers to the de jure population, which includes: 

 Persons living in private dwellings (households), 

 Persons living in non-private dwellings, group dwellings and institutions, 

 Persons with no fixed abode (e.g. homeless), 

 Persons at work (e.g. Vincentian workers on cruise ships), on vacation, at school, 

 Persons seeking medical treatment outside of St. Vincent and the Grenadines for less 

than 6 months. 

Homeless Population 

The homeless population consists of those who have no fixed abode. While these persons 

were counted on census night, they are excluded from the analysis. 

Household 

This refers to a person or group of persons (whether related or not) living together, most 

nights of the week and sharing at least one meal. A household could therefore consist of a 

group of unrelated persons. A servant, who sleeps in the same dwelling unit as his/her 

employer, i.e. does not have separate quarters equipped with cooking and sleeping 

facilities, etc., is included as a member of the employerôs household. As well, a boarder or 
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lodger, i.e. a person who sleeps and/or eats in the dwelling and takes meals with the 

household, is considered a member of the household. 

Single-parent Household 

This consists of an adult male or female living with one or more of his/her children. 

Household Head 

The household head is a man or woman, who is acknowledged as such by the other 

members. In the case of a group of unrelated persons sharing a dwelling on an equal basis, 

the person whom the others acknowledge as the head is accepted as such. 

Dwelling Unit  

This is a discrete building, which is used, or intended to be used, for living purposes. It 

must have its own separate access to the street or common landing or staircase, and, its 

own cooking, living, sleeping and sanitary facilities. 

Census Night 

This refers to June 12, 2012. This being the day on which the survey to determine the 

physical population, of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, was carried out. 

Economically Active Population 

This term refers to the body of persons, typically between the ages of 16 and 64 years, who 

furnish the supply of labour for the production of economic goods and services. The term 

labour force is used interchangeably with economically active population; however, labour 

force refers only to persons, aged 16 years and older, who were either employed or seeking 

work during the week preceding Census Night, June 4 ï 11, 2012. Hence, the labour force 
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is a combination of two groups: those who were employed (the working population), and 

those who were seeking work (the unemployed population). 

Employment 

Persons were labelled as Employed if they stated that they mostly worked during the short 

reference period. The question used to determine if a person should have been counted as 

employed was: óWhat did you do most during the past week? For example, did you work, 

look for a job, keep house or carry on some other activity?ô The following categories are 

included in relation to employment: 

 Persons doing unpaid work in family firm or business,  

 Persons who are employed, but temporarily absent from work, 

 Persons who are seasonal or occasional workers, 

 Persons who are apprentices and trainees. 

Unemployment 

Persons were labelled as Unemployed, if during the reference week, they were without 

work, wanted to work and were available for work, but failed to secure a job. This includes 

those who actively looked for work, as well as those who did nothing about finding a job, 

because they knew none were available. 
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Methodology 

For the purpose of the 2012 census, the country was divided into 13 geographic units, called 

Census Divisions (CD). There were 11 CDs on the mainland and 2 in the Grenadines. The CDs 

were further sub-divided into 333 smaller groupings called Enumeration Districts (ED). The size 

of each ED was designed to ensure manageable and equitable distribution of the workload to the 

enumerators and supervisors. In general, the aim was to limit the size of each ED to 150 

households, with allowances for some variation due to the varying sizes of the different CDs. 

Questionnaire Design and Data Collection Approach 

The census questionnaire was developed through consultations with stakeholders in the 

public and private sectors, as well as Non-Government Organizations (NGOs). It was designed in 

accordance with the United Nationsô guidelines for the conduct of the 2010 round of population 

and housing censuses. The questionnaire contained 89 questions, 39 of which focused on the 

household and its accommodation, with the remaining 50 related to the individuals within the 

household. The main topics covered in the questionnaire are outlined below.  

Coverage of the Census 

St. Vincent and the Grenadinesô 2012 Population and Housing Census counted both the 

countryôs de jure and de facto population. This means that the census sought to determine the total 

number and characteristics of all persons who were usual residents in the country during the 

enumeration period (de jure population); as well as, count all persons who were present in the 

country on census night (de facto population). 

Reference Periods 

The 2012 Population and Housing Census used three specific reference periods. These 

were the week, month and year preceding the 12th June 2012, census night. 
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Main T opics Covered in the Questionnaire 

The technical considerations, including the choice of topics were guided by the United 

Nationsô guidelines for the conduct of the 2010 round of population and housing censuses. The 

main topics addressed on the census questionnaire were as follows: 

 Total population, by sex and age. 

 Economically active population by: 

i. Sex and age group 

ii.  Industry 

iii.  Occupation  

iv. Status in employment  

v. Highest educational level  

vi. Hours of work 

vii.  Other characteristics  

 The age is defined in terms of age at last birthday. 

 Total number of months worked (by employed persons) during the reference year; and, 

number of hours worked during the reference week. 

 Income and means of transport used to travel to work. 

Classifications Used 

Employed persons and unemployed persons previously employed are classified by 

industry, occupation and status in employment. 
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 Industry  

Based on the question óWhat type of business is/was carried on at your workplace?ô, 

for coding industry, 17 groups of the national classification were used. Links to the 

ISIC-rev.3 have been established to the tabulation category (1-digit) level. 

 Occupation 

Based on the question óWhat sort of work did you/do you do in your main 

occupation?ô, for coding occupation, 10 groups of the national classification were 

used. Links to the ISCO-88 have been established to the major group (1-digit) level. 

 Status in Employment 

Based on the question óDid you carry on your own business, work for a wage or salary 

or as an unpaid worker in a family business?ô for coding status in employment, the 

following groups were used: 

i. Paid employee - Government;  

ii.  Paid employee - Private;  

iii.  Paid employee - Statutory body;  

iv. Unpaid family worker;  

v. Own business with paid employee;  

vi. Own business without paid employee;  

vii.  Apprentice;  

viii.  Don't know/Not stated. 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cr/registry/regcst.asp?Cl=2
http://laborsta.ilo.org/applv8/data/isco88e.html
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 Level of Education 

Based on the question óWhat is the highest formal level of education that you have 

attained?ô for coding education level, the following groups from ISCED 1997 were 

used: 

i. Day-care/Nursery 

ii.  Pre-School 

iii.  Infant 

iv. Primary Grade/Standard (1 ï 3 years) 

v. Primary Grade/Standard (4 ï 7 years) 

vi. Secondary 

vii.  Pre-University/Post-Secondary/College 

viii.  University 

ix. Other 

x. None/Not Stated 

Main Differences Compared with the Previous Census 

A few differences exist between previous censuses and the 2012 Census. In the 2012 

Census the following were included: 

 A module on crime was included; 

 A module on health was included; 

 Additional questions on the disability module; 

 Additional questions on the training module. 

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Library/Documents/isced97-en.pdf
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Main Findings 

The 2012 Housing and Population Census, as highlighted in Table A below, recorded a 

total population of 109,991 (see also, Table B below). This comprised of 109,188 in private 

dwellings, 85 homeless and 718 across various institutions. There were 56,419 males and 53,572 

females. 

Table A. Total I nstitutional and Non-institutional Population by Sex, 2012 

 Institutional Population   

Sex 

Household 

Population 

Homeless 

Population Prisons 

Hospitals, 

Mental Homes 

& Nursing 

Homes 

Other Institutions 

or Special Living 

Arrangements Total 

Male 55,835 84 371 101 28 56,419 

Female 53,353 1 12 186 20 53,572 

Total 109,188 85 383 287 48 109,991 

 

Table B. Total Household Population Distr ibution by Census Division, 2001 &  2012 

Census Division 

2001  2012  Percentage Change 

Total %  Total %  2001 ī 2012 

01 - Kingstown 13,526 12.5  12,712 11.6  -6.0 

02 - Suburbs of Kingstown 13,027 12.1  13,782 12.6  5.8 

03 - Calliaqua 22,345 20.7  23,908 21.9  7.0 

04 - Marriaqua 8,254 7.7  7,798 7.1  -5.5 

05 - Bridgetown 6,779 6.3  6,564 6.0  -3.2 

06 - Colonarie 7,490 6.9  6,849 6.3  -8.6 

07 - Georgetown 6,964 6.5  7,049 6.5  1.2 

08 - Sandy Bay 2,805 2.6  2,576 2.4  -8.2 

09 - Layou 6,338 5.9  6,335 5.8  0.0 

10 - Barrouallie 5,459 5.1  5,625 5.2  3.0 

11 - Chateaubelair 6,081 5.6  5,756 5.3  -5.3 

Total Mainland  99,068 91.9  98,954 90.6  -0.1 

        

12 - Northern Grenadines 5,413 5.0  6,184 5.7  14.2 

13 - Southern Grenadines 3,354 3.1  4,050 3.7  20.8 

Total Grenadines 8,767 8.1  10,234 9.4  16.7 

        

Total  107,835 100.0  109,188 100.0  1.3 
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The 2012 Housing and Population Census at a Glance 

As is apparent from the data presented in Table B above, the following observations, as it 

regards St. Vincent and the Grenadinesô population in 2001, as compared to 2012, are evident: 

 The total population increased by 0.01% in 2012, compared to a decline of 0.2% in 

2001. 

 The population density increased to 732 persons per square mile. In 2001, the 

population density was 707 persons per square mile. 

 The proportion of the total population on the mainland for 2012, in St. Vincent, was 

90.6%, and 9.4% in the Grenadines. 

 The structure of the population changed since the 2001 census. However, the 

population in 2012 was still relatively young, with children (under 15) comprising 

24.6% of the population. 

 The population of 65 years and over increased to 9,990 (9.1%) in 2012. The 

comparative figure in 2001 was 7,857 (7.3%). 

 The number of persons who have attained tertiary level training increased to 8.3 per 

cent in 2012, compared with 3.8 per cent in 2001. 

 There were 36,829 households in 2012, compared with 30,518 households in 2001. 

 The size of the labour force increased from 43,528, in 2001, to 52,014, in 2012.  

 The unemployment rate was 21.5% in 2012, compared with 20.9% in 2001. 
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Chapter 1: Population Size, Growth and Distribution  

1.1 Introduction  

This chapter presents the main findings specific to size, growth and distribution, of the 

population of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, for 2012. Data from the 2012 Population and 

Housing Census, in conjunction with data from previous censuses are included. With these data a 

critical analysis, regarding the trends in the populationôs size, growth, and general distribution, 

was carried out, and it is the results of this analysis that are presented herein. The analysis of trends 

in the size and growth of a population, over time, coupled with its distribution, is of considerable 

importance if the country is to plan for sustainable development. The analysis of such data also 

serves as an important means of identifying the areas of highest or lowest population growth; and, 

identifying shifts in the distribution of the population. 

1.2 Population Size and Growth 

The historical data (Table 1.1 on next page) suggest that St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

experienced its highest population growth during the mid 1940ôs to 1950ôs, with an average annual 

increase of 1,307 persons. The 1970ôs was the period with the second highest growth, with an 

average annual increase of 1,090 persons. The population has since shown a fall in the average 

annual increase of persons from 1,090 between 1970 and 1980, to 88 persons between 2001 and 

2012. 

In 2012, the total population of St. Vincent and the Grenadines was 109,991 compared with 

109,022 in 2001 and 107,598 in 1991. The census data suggest that although the population had 

been increasing, it had been doing so at a decreasing rate (Table 1.1 on next page). 
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Table 1.1. Population Size and Growth, 1871 ï 2012 

Date of Census Male Female Population Sex Ratio 

Average 

Annual 

Increase 

1871 16,865 18,823 35,688 090 - 

1881 19,047 21,501 40,548 089 486 

1891 18,780 22,274 41,054 084 51 

02-Apr-1911 18,345 23,532 41,877 078 82 

24-Apr-1921 19,155 25,292 44,447 076 257 

24-Apr-1931 21,208 26,753 47,961 079 351 

09-Apr-1946 27,901 33,746 61,647 083 912 

07-Apr-1960 37,561 42,387 79,948 089 1307 

07-Apr-1970 41,150 45,794 86,944 090 700 

12-May-1980 47,409 50,436 97,845 094 1090 

12-May-1991 53,977 53,621 107,598* 101 887 

12-Jun-2001 55,456 53,566 109,022* 104 142 

12-Jun-2012 56,419 53,572 109,991* 105 88 

Note: For 1991, 2001 and 2012, the total population figures are used. 

 

Figure 1.1 below highlights the fact that though there was a steady average increase in 

population density between 1891 to 1960, after this period, there have been fluctuations, beginning 

with a decline in the 1970s, to a marginal increase of 390 in the 1980s. However, from the 1980ôs 

to the 2012 census night, the average annual increase in population shows a downward trend. 

 
Figure 1.1. Average Annual Population Increase from 1971 to 2012 
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The populationôs composition also shifted from a female majority to a male majority. The 

sex ratio gradually increased from 76 males per 100 females, in 1921, to 105 males per 100 

females, in 2012. In 1991, the proportion of males to females was virtually equal, i.e. 101 males 

to 100 females (Figure 1.2 below). Notably, from 1991 the average annual increase in the 

population started to rapidly diminish. 

 
Figure 1.2. Sex Ratio (Males to 100 Females) in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 1871 ī 2012 

 

 
Figure 1.3. Population Size and Growth, 1871 ī 2012 
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1.3 Population by Census Division 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines is comprised of 13 census divisions, 11 of which are on the 

mainland. Those on the mainland accounted for 90.6% of the household population in 2012, 

compared with 91.9% in 2001. The two Grenadines census divisions accounted for 9.4% of the 

population in 2012, compared with 8.1% in 2001, a 1.3 percentage point increase in proportion.  

The census divisions of Kingstown, Suburbs of Kingstown, Calliaqua and Marriaqua, 

continued to, as seen in previous years, account for the majority of the countryôs household 

population, i.e. 53.2%. Sandy Bay remains the least populated census division, accounting for only 

2.4% of the household population. Kingstown, Suburbs of Kingstown, Calliaqua and Marriaqua 

therefore continue to account for the largest proportion of the countryôs population, although their 

individual proportions changed between 2001 and 2012 (Table 1.2 on next page). The proportion 

of the population living in the Kingstown and Marriaqua census divisions decreased, while those 

of Suburbs of Kingstown and Calliaqua increased. Specifically, Kingstown and Marriaqua 

recorded declines of 6.0% and 5.5%, respectively, while Calliaqua and Suburbs of Kingstown 

registered increases of 7.0% and 5.8%, respectively. 
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Table 1.2. Total Household Population Distribution by C ensus Division, 2001 & 2012 

Census Division 

2001 2012 Percentage Change 

Total %  Total %  2001 ī 2012 

01 ï Kingstown 13,526 12.5  12,712 11.6  -6.0 

02 - Suburbs of Kingstown 13,027 12.1  13,782 12.6  5.8 

03 ï Calliaqua 22,345 20.7  23,908 21.9  7.0 

04 ï Marriaqua 8,254 7.7  7,798 7.1  -5.5 

05 ï Bridgetown 6,779 6.3  6,564 6.0  -3.2 

06 ï Colonarie 7,490 6.9  6,849 6.3  -8.6 

07 ï Georgetown 6,964 6.5  7,049 6.5  1.2 

08 - Sandy Bay 2,805 2.6  2,576 2.4  -8.2 

09 ï Layou 6,338 5.9  6,335 5.8  0.0 

10 ï Barrouallie 5,459 5.1  5,625 5.2  3.0 

11 ï Chateaubelair 6,081 5.6  5,756 5.3  -5.3 

Total Mai nland 99,068 91.9  98,954 90.6  -0.1 

        

12 - Northern Grenadines 5,413 5.0  6,184 5.7  14.2 

13 - Southern Grenadines 3,354 3.1  4,050 3.7  20.8 

Total Grenadines 8,767 8.1  10,234 9.4  16.7 

        

Total 107,835 100  109,188 100  1.3 

 

Six census divisions experienced increases in their populations, and another six 

experienced decreases. The Layou census divisionôs population remained virtually unchanged 

(6,335) in 2012, from its 2001 population. During the 2001 and 2012 intercensal period, the 

Northern Grenadines saw a population increase from 5,413 in 2001, to 6,184 in 2012. Likewise, 

the Southern Grenadines experienced an increase in population from 3,354 in 2001 to 4,050 in 

2012, a 14.7% and 20.8% change, respectively. Though, in terms of absolute numbers, the 

population change of these two census divisions were similar to other census divisions, the change 

was significant when compared with their populations in 2001. This is evidenced by the significant 

population percentage changes; the two largest of all 13 census divisions. This increase in 

population can be attributed to a renewed focus on tourism and the increased construction of luxury 

hotels and houses, especially in the Southern Grenadines. 
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1.4 Population Density 

In 2012, the population density of St. Vincent and the Grenadines was 732 persons per 

square mile, with the mainland having a population density of 746 persons per square mile, the 

same as in 2001. The Grenadines had a population density of 620 persons per square mile, an 

increase of 60 persons per square mile from 2001. The census divisions of Kingstown (6,794), 

Suburbs of Kingstown (2,158), Calliaqua (2,051), Bridgetown (912) and Marriaqua (830) 

continued to have the highest densities. These census divisions were the only divisions with 

population densities over the national average; i.e., 732 persons per square mile. The changes in 

population densities, among individual census divisions, were consistent with the changes in their 

population (Table 1.3 on next page). 

The high population densities of Kingstown, with a geographic area of 1.9 square miles, 

and Suburbs of Kingstown (6.4 square miles) correlate to the high concentration of primary 

infrastructure in these two census divisions (Table 1.3 on next page). Such high population 

densities put a strain on the infrastructure; and, on social and other services. Markedly, 

Kingstownôs population density was 9 times the national average, while the largest census 

divisions, Chateaubelair (30.9 square miles), Georgetown (22.2 square miles) and Barrouallie 

(14.2 square miles), continued to have population densities which were significantly lower than 

the national average. The mountainous terrain of Georgetown, Barrouallie and more so, 

Chateaubelair, may be a major contributing factor to their low density. 
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Table 1.3. Population Density by Census Division, 2001 &  2012 

Census Division 

Area  

(Sq. Miles) 

Total Population Density 

2001 2012  2001 2012 

01 ï Kingstown 1.9 13,857 12,909  7293 6794 

02 - Suburbs of Kingstown 6.4 13,782 13,812  2035 2158 

03 ï Calliaqua 11.8 22,706 24,205  1924 2051 

04 ï Marriaqua 9.4 8,254 7,798  878 830 

05 ï Bridgetown 7.2 6,779 6,568  942 912 

06 ï Colonarie 13.4 7,491 6,849  559 511 

07 ï Georgetown 22.2 6,985 7,061  315 318 

08 - Sandy Bay 5.3 2,805 2,576  529 486 

09 ï Layou 11.1 6,338 6,339  571 571 

10 ï Barrouallie 14.2 5,463 5,884  385 414 

11 ï Chateaubelair 30.9 6,081 5,756  197 186 

Total Mainland  133.8 99,786 99,757  746 746 

       

12 - Northern Grenadines 9 5,647 6,184  627 687 

13 - Southern Grenadines 7.5 3,589 4,050  479 540 

Total Grenadines 16.5 9,236 10,234  560 620 

       

Total   150.3 109,022 109,991  725 732 

Note: Total Population is used to calculate Population Density. 

 

1.5 Population by Age Group and Sex 

Table 1.4 (next page) shows that the population of children (0 ï 14 years), in 2012, was 

26,295. This sub-population accounted for 24.6% of the total population (Table 1.5 on page 20), a 

decrease from 2001 when it accounted for 30.7% of the population. The sub-population of youths 

(15 ï 24 years) accounted for 17.1% of the population in 2012, a decrease from 2001, when it 

accounted for 19.7%. Combined, these two categories, i.e., 0 ï 14 and 15 ï 24, constituted the 

largest segment of the population, notwithstanding that their proportion of the population had 

decreased. 
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Table 1.4. Household Population by Age Group and Sex, 2012 

Age Group 

Total Household Population 

Sex Ratio Male Female Total 

0 ī 4 4,314 4,331 8,645 100 

5 ī 9 4,308 4,212 8,520 102 

10 ī 14 5,042 4,718 9,760 107 

15 ī 19 5,053 4,859 9,912 104 

20 ī 24 4,354 4,253 8,607 102 

25 ī 29 4,228 4,089 8,317 103 

30 ī 34 3,887 3,976 7,863 098 

35 ī 39 3,839 3,714 7,553 103 

40 ī 44 3,772 3,383 7,155 111 

45 ī 49 3,861 3,605 7,466 107 

50 ī 54 3,436 3,112 6,548 110 

55 ī 59 2,642 2,389 5,031 111 

60 ī 64 1,970 1,851 3,821 106 

65 ī 69 1,457 1,384 2,841 105 

70 ī 74 1,282 1,254 2,536 102 

75 ī 79 964 1,014 1,978 095 

80+ 1,142 1,493 2,635 076 

Total 55,551 53,637 109,188 104 

 

The 25 ï 44 years age group was the only other sub-population to have a decrease in its 

proportion of the total population, from 29.1% in 2001, to 28.3% in 2012. This decrease may have 

been the result of migration. 

 
Figure 1.4. Sex Ratio (Males to 100 Females) by Age Group, 2012 
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The 45 ï 64 years and 65 and over age cohorts were the only two age cohorts to have 

experienced increases in their population proportions (Table 1.5 below); with the 45 ï 64 year 

cohort having experienced the largest increase, from 13.2% in 2001 to 20.9% in 2012. 

Table 1.5. Percentage Distribut ion of Household Population by Age Group and Sex, 2001 &  2002 

 

Age Group 

2001 2012 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

0 ï 4 9.6 9.2 9.4 7.8 8.1 7.9 

5 ï 9 10.7 10.9 10.8 7.8 7.9 7.8 

10 ï 14 10.5 10.4 10.5 9.1 8.8 8.9 

15 -19 10.6 10.7 10.6 9.1 9.1 9.1 

20 ï 24 9.3 9.0 9.1 7.8 7.9 7.9 

25 ï 29 8.1 7.9 8.0 7.6 7.6 7.6 

30 ï 34 7.5 6.9 7.2 7.0 7.4 7.2 

35 ï 39 7.8 7.4 7.6 6.9 6.9 6.9 

40 ï 44 6.4 6.2 6.3 6.8 6.3 6.6 

45 ï 49 4.5 4.4 4.5 7.0 6.7 6.8 

50 ï 54 3.6 3.4 3.5 6.2 5.8 6.0 

55 ï 59 2.6 2.6 2.6 4.8 4.5 4.6 

60 ï 64 2.4 2.7 2.6 3.5 3.5 3.5 

65 ï 69 2.3 2.5 2.4 2.6 2.6 2.6 

70 ï 74 1.7 2.0 1.8 2.3 2.3 2.3 

75 ï 79 1.2 1.7 1.4 1.7 1.9 1.8 

80+ 1.2 2.1 1.6 2.1 2.8 2.4 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 

 

These increases may have been due to reduced death rates and increased life expectancy. 

The changes in each age cohortôs proportion of the population can be seen more clearly by 

analysing the population pyramids of the country over the last three censuses. Analyses of the 

population pyramids of the last three censuses reveal some interesting changes between 1991, 2001 

and 2012.  

In 1991, the pyramid (Figure 1.5 on next page) had a broad base and narrowed sharply, as 

age increased. This is indicative of lesser economically developed countries with high birth and 
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death rates and low life expectancy. However, it can be noted that the age group 0 ï 4 years is not 

the largest in terms of proportion, indicating high, but declining birth rates. 

 
Figure 1.5. Population Pyramid of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 1991 

 

The 2001 pyramid reveals slight changes in shape (Figure 1.6 on next page). The 20 ï 54 

year age cohort saw an increase in its proportion of the population. The elderly population also 

saw an increase in its proportion, though not as large as in the 20 ï 54 years age cohort. This can 

be seen in the broadening of the middle and top section of the pyramid. In spite of these increases, 

the larger proportion of the population still remained under 25 years of age. 
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Figure 1.6. Population Pyramid of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 2001 

 

The 2012 population pyramid (Figure 1.7 on next page) displays the most significant 

change in shape. The pyramid comprises a diminishing base, especially within the age groups 

under 10 years, indicating continued declines in the birth rates. Further up, there is an increased 

broadening of the middle and top of the pyramid, displaying characteristics of a middle income, 

developing country, with reduced or constant birth rates, reduced death rates, and increased life 

expectancy. 



 

 23 

 
Figure 1.7. Population Pyramid of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 2012 

 

Further analysis of the pyramids shows that the proportion of the 0 ï 5 years age cohort 

reduced from 9.4% in 2001 to 7.9% in 2012. In fact, the children sub-population (0 ï 14 years) 

saw a 6.1 percentage point drop in its proportion of the total population between 2001 and 2012, 

while the youth sub-population saw a 2.7 percentage point drop. The bulges noticed at the  

10 ï 14 and 15 ï 19 years age groups, in 2012, are because of that cohort being in the 0 ï 4 and  

5 ï 9 years age group 10 years earlier, in 2001, when they constituted a larger proportion of the 

population. 

Of note, however, is that all decreases in an age groupsô proportion of the total population 

cease at the 40 years and over age groups. This corresponds to an increase, in both population and 

proportion, resulting in the widening of the upper half of the 2012 pyramid. The age cohorts 
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between 40 and 59 years experienced an increase (6.4%) in their proportion of the total population 

from 16.9% in 2001 to 23.3% in 2012. Each 5-year age cohort, within this age range, experienced 

an increase in its individual proportion, resulting in the widening of this section of the 2012 

pyramid, compared to that of the 2001 pyramid. The elderly population (60 years and over) also 

increased in its proportion of the total population, from 9.8% in 2001 to 12.6% in 2012. Similar to 

all age cohorts, from the 40 ï 44 years cohort upwards, the proportion of the sexes not only 

increased within the individual cohorts, but also in their proportion of the total population, 

resulting in the widening of the upper half of the 2012 population pyramid. 

1.6 Conclusion 

The 2012 population count revealed an increase in the population over the last two 

censuses; however, the rate of increase between 2001 and 2012 was the lowest since 1911. Among 

census divisions, there were increases in the number of residents in six divisions and declines in 

another six, while the population of the Layou census division remained virtually unchanged. The 

census division of Kingstown, the main urban area, registered a decline in population and 

population density. However, this census division remained the most densely populated census 

division in the country. Moreover, the population age structure revealed evidence of increasing 

life expectancy and declining birth rates, a phenomenon described as population ageing. 
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Chapter 2: Social and Demographic Characteristics 

2.1 Introduction  

Ethnicity, religion and place of birth, among other demographic characteristics, are often 

used to characterize the identity and cultural affiliation of persons in a population. Accordingly, 

this chapter highlights the national population and demographic trends, during the intercensal 

period, 2001 to 2012, in relation to the demographic characteristics, place of birth, ethnicity, 

religious activities and marital and union status, which impact the social fabric of Vincentian 

society. 

2.2 Place of Birth  

In 2012, as seen from Figure 2.1 below, of the 109,188 citizens living in St. Vincent and 

the Grenadines, 101,515 (93.0%) were local born, a 0.1% decline compared with 2001  

(Table 2.1 a-b on next page). 

 
Figure 2.1. Total Household Population by Place of Birth and Sex, 2012 

 

St Vincent and the 

Grenadines
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Table 2.1a. Total Population by Place of Birth and Sex, 2001 & 2012 

Place of Birth 

2001 2012 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 52,145 51,016 103,161 51,545 49,970 101,515 

Abroad 2,272 2,393 4,665 2,474 2,424 4,898 

Donôt Know/Not Stated 8 1 9 1,532 1,243 2,775 

Total 54,425 53,410 107,835 55,551 53,637 109,188 

 

Table 2.1b. Percentage Population by Place of Birth and Sex, 2001 & 2012 

Place of Birth 

2001 2012 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines 95.8 95.5 95.7 92.8 93.2 93.0 

Abroad 4.2 4.5 4.3 4.5 4.5 4.5 

Donôt Know/Not Stated 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.7 2.3 2.5 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 

 

Tables 2.1a-b further show that there were 4,898 (4.5%) persons, compared with 4,665 

(4.3%) in 2001, who were born abroad. This increase of 5.0% demonstrates the impact of 

immigration in the country (Chapter 3). Further, 2.5% of the population that did not provide 

information related to place of birth. 

2.2.1 Sex Ratio 

The sex ratio of the local-born population, observed in 2012, was marginally higher than 

that of the foreign-born, 103 and 102 males, respectively, to every 100 females. In comparison 

with the 2001 census, the sex ratio of the local-born to that of the foreign-born population was 102 

and 94 males, respectively, to every 100 females. The data revealed a minimal increase in the sex 

ratio of the local-born population compared to a significant decrease in that of the foreign-born 

population. 
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2.3 Ethnicity  

An ethnic group, is a socially defined category of people who identify with each other 

based on common ancestral, social, cultural or national experience.1 St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines has a diverse ethnic population. Though the majority of the population is of African 

Descent, the population is also comprised of Caribs/Amerindians, who are an indigenous group to 

the country, along with other minority ethnic groups. 

As illustrated in Figure 2.2 (below), the majority of the population classified itself as being 

of African Descent. This group represented 71.2% of the population, in comparison with 72.8% in 

2001. 

 
Figure 2.2. Percentage Population by Major Ethnic Group, 2012 

 

The second largest ethnic group comprised persons of Mixed heritage, which represented 

23.0% of the population; a 16.2% increase when compared with 2001. The number of persons who 

                                                 
1 Ethnic Group.(1989). Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd ed., s.v. 
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identified themselves as Indigenous People accounted for 3.0% of the population; a 15.9% decline 

since 2001. Indian comprised 1.1% of the population, while all Other Ethnic Groups (Caucasian, 

Portuguese etc.) comprised less than 1.0%. 

Table 2.2. Total Household Population by Major Ethnic Group and Sex, 2001 & 2012 

Major Ethnic  

Group 
2001 2012 

Percentage Change 

(2001/2012) 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

African Descent 40,423 38,116 78,539 40,255 37,509 77,764 -0.4 -1.6 -1.0 

Indigenous People 1,945 1,953 3,898 1,591 1,689 3,280 -18.2 -13.5 -15.9 

White/Caucasian 438 445 883 453 436 889 3.4 -2.0 0.7 

East Indian/Indian 717 736 1,453 595 604 1,199 -17.0 -17.9 -17.5 

Mixed 10,226 11,379 21,605 12,133 12,978 25,111 18.6 14.1 16.2 

Portuguese 300 316 616 406 347 753 35.3 9.8 22.2 

Other Ethnic Group 108 98 206 118 74 192 9.3 -24.5 -6.8 

Not Stated 270 365 635 0 0 0 -100.0 -100.0 -100.0 

All Groups 54,427 53,408 107,835 55,551 53,637 109,188 2.1 0.4 1.3 

 

A comparison of the ethnic distribution shows that there was a 1.0% decline, among 

persons of African Descent, between 2001 and 2012 (Table 2.2 above). Additionally, there were 

noted declines within the East Indian/Indian and Indigenous People groups. These groups declined 

by 17.5% (255 persons) and 15.9% (618 persons), respectively.  

Table 2.3. Percentage Distribution of Population by Major Ethnic Group and Sex, 2001 & 2012 

Major Ethnic Group  
2001 2012 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

African Descent 74.3 71.4 72.8 72.5 69.9 71.2 

Indigenous People 3.6 3.7 3.6 2.9 3.1 3.0 

White/Caucasian 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.8 

East Indian/Indian 1.3 1.4 1.3 1.1 1.1 1.1 

Mixed 18.8 21.3 20.0 21.8 24.2 23.0 

Portuguese 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.6 0.7 

Other Ethnic Group 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 0.2 

Not Stated 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 

All Groups 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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2.3.1 Population Distribution by Census Divisions and Major Ethnic Groups 

As illustrated in Tables 2.4a (below) and 2.4b (next page), the largest proportion of the 

various ethnic groups resided in the Calliaqua census division. This includes persons of African 

(21.8%), White/Caucasian (36.4%), East Indian/Indian (36.5%), Mixed (22.0%), and Portuguese 

(43.0%) descent, respectively. Indigenous People (56.5%), were most. Visible in the Sandy Bay 

and Georgetown census divisions, whilst the majority of persons who classified themselves as 

Other (68.0%), were observed in the Kingstown census division. 

Table 2.4a. Total Household Population by Census Division and Major Ethnic Group, 2012 

Census Division 

Major Ethnic Group  

Total 

African 

Descent 

Indigenous 

People 

White/ 

Caucasian 

East 

Indian/  

Indian Mixed Portuguese Other 

Kingstown 8,276 191 114 129 3,708 163 131 12,712 

Suburbs of Kingstown 10,480 285 57 49 2,853 56 2 13,782 

Calliaqua 16,920 348 324 438 5,522 323 33 23,908 

Marriaqua 6,010 54 38 294 1,375 19 8 7,798 

Bridgetown 5,287 206 4 40 998 28 1 6,564 

Colonaire 5,320 45 3 63 1,369 49 0 6,849 

Georgetown 4,239 866 9 73 1,803 53 6 7,049 

Sandy Bay 472 988 3 8 1,101 4 0 2,576 

Layou 5,576 31 49 48 598 32 1 6,335 

Barrouallie 5,001 53 10 10 539 12 0 5,625 

Chateaubelair 4,199 35 3 17 1,502 0 0 5,756 

Northern Grenadines 2,778 104 218 16 3,047 12 9 6,184 

Southern Grenadines 3,206 74 57 14 696 2 1 4,050 

Total 77,764 3,280 889 1,199 25,111 753 192 109,188 
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Table 2.4b. Percentage Household Population by Census Division and Major Ethnic Group, 2012 

Census Division 

Major Ethnic Group  

Total 

African 

Descent 

Indigenous 

People 

White/ 

Caucasian 

East 

Indian/  

Indian Mixed Portuguese Other 

Kingstown 10.6 5.8 12.8 10.8 14.8 21.6 68.2 11.6 

Suburbs of Kingstown 13.5 8.7 6.4 4.1 11.4 7.4 1.0 12.6 

Calliaqua 21.8 10.6 36.4 36.5 22.0 43.0 17.2 21.9 

Marriaqua 7.7 1.6 4.3 24.5 5.5 2.5 4.2 7.1 

Bridgetown 6.8 6.3 0.4 3.3 4.0 3.7 0.5 6.0 

Colonaire 6.8 1.4 0.3 5.3 5.5 6.5 0.0 6.3 

Georgetown 5.5 26.4 1.0 6.1 7.2 7.0 3.1 6.5 

Sandy Bay 0.6 30.1 0.3 0.7 4.4 0.5 0.0 2.4 

Layou 7.2 0.9 5.5 4.0 2.4 4.2 0.5 5.8 

Barrouallie 6.4 1.6 1.1 0.8 2.1 1.6 0.0 5.2 

Chateaubelair 5.4 1.1 0.3 1.4 6.0 0.0 0.0 5.3 

Northern Grenadines 3.6 3.2 24.5 1.3 12.1 1.6 4.7 5.7 

Southern Grenadines 4.1 2.3 6.4 1.2 2.8 0.3 0.5 3.7 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

 

A similar pattern was also observed in 2001 (Table 2.5 below). However, there were 

declines in the proportion of Indigenous People, who resided within the Sandy Bay census division 

and White/Caucasian, who resided within the Calliaqua census division, during the intercensal 

period (cf. Table 2.4b above).  

Table 2.5. Percentage Distribution of Population by Census Division and Major Ethnic Group, 2001 

Census Division  

Major Ethnic Group  

Total 

African 

Descent 

Indigenous 

People 

White/ 

Caucasian 

East Indian/ 

Indian Mixed Portuguese Other 

Not 

 Stated 

Kingstown 11.8 4.7 16.3 8.4 16.1 20 42.2 24.7 12.5 

Kingstown Suburb 13.6 6.6 5 2.2 9 4.7 1.9 9.4 12.1 

Calliaqua 19.6 8 42.2 32.2 24.8 30.5 18.4 33.4 20.7 

Marriaqua 8.4 1.8 1.4 31 5 5.8 0.5 4.1 7.7 

Bridgetown 7.6 1.8 0.6 4.1 2.8 5.4 1.5 2.8 6.3 

Colonarie 7.2 0.8 0.5 5.5 7.4 13 0 4.4 6.9 

Georgetown 5.6 20.7 0.5 5.4 7.6 7.5 4.4 1.3 6.5 

Sandy Bay 0.5 42.1 0 0.4 3.6 1.6 0.5 1.4 2.6 

Layou 6.9 0.9 4.4 2.8 3.5 3.2 1.9 1.7 5.9 

Barrouallie 6.1 1.6 0.3 0.6 2.7 3.2 0 1.6 5.1 

Chateaubelair 5.4 6.6 1.1 4 7 0.8 0.5 2.4 5.6 

North Grenadines 3.8 3.3 19.7 3 9 2.4 24.3 10.2 5 

South Grenadines 3.6 1.2 8 0.4 1.7 1.8 3.9 2.5 3.1 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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2.3.2 Population Distribution by Major Ethnic G roup and Broad Age Group 

Tables 2.6a (below) and 2.6b (next page) show that the largest proportion of the Mixed 

population was between 0 ï 14 years, i.e. 30.1%, while those of African Descent were most 

noticeable in the age group 15 ï 29 years (24.7%). In addition, the largest share of the Indigenous 

People and Other population was seen in the age group 30 ï 44 years, whereas persons within the 

age group 45 ï 64 constituted the largest share of the East Indian/Indian, White/Caucasian and 

Portuguese populations. 

Though a relatively similar trend was observed in 2001, there were notable increases and 

decreases (cf. Table 2.6b and Table 2.7 on next page). Of note, there were significant increases 

across ethnic groups among the 45 ï 64 years and 65 years and older age cohorts. Conversely, 

declines were observed within the 0 ï 14 years and 15 ï 29 years age groups. This pattern mirrors 

the overall population described in Chapter 1, suggesting that there were no significant differences 

in lifestyles among the various ethnic groups.  

Table 2.6a. Total Household Population by Major Ethnic Group and Broad Age Group, 2012 

Major Ethnic Group  
Broad Age Group 

Total 0 ī 14 15 ī 29 30 ī 44 45 ī 64 65 + 

African Descent 18,400 19,225 16,485 16,577 7,077 77,764 

Indigenous People 676 707 781 749 367 3,280 

White/Caucasian 86 110 151 311 231 889 

East Indian/Indian 111 175 246 449 218 1,199 

Mixed 7,564 6,461 4,705 4,470 1,911 25,111 

Portuguese 67 107 144 257 178 753 

Other Ethnic Group 21 51 59 53 8 192 

Total 26,925 26,836 22,571 22,866 9,990 109,188 
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Table 2.6b. Percentage Distribution of Population by Major Ethnic Group and Broad Age Group, 2012 

Major Ethnic Group  

Broad Age Group 

Total 0 ī 14 15 ī 29 30 ī 44 45 ī 64 65 + 

African Descent 23.7 24.7 21.2 21.3 9.1 100 

Indigenous People 20.6 21.6 23.8 22.8 11.2 100 

White/Caucasian 9.7 12.4 17.0 35.0 26.0 100 

East Indian/Indian 9.3 14.6 20.5 37.4 18.2 100 

Mixed 30.1 25.7 18.7 17.8 7.6 100 

Portuguese 8.9 14.2 19.1 34.1 23.6 100 

Other Ethnic Group 10.9 26.6 30.7 27.6 4.2 100 

Total 24.7 24.6 20.7 20.9 9.1 100 

 

Table 2.7. Percentage Distrib ution of Population by Major Ethnic Group and Broad Age Group, 2001 

Major Ethnic Group  

Broad Age Group 

Total 0 ī 14 15 ī 29 30 ī 44 45 ī 64 65+ 

African Descent 30.2 28.2 21.6 12.9 7.1 100 

Indigenous People 26.4 27.4 21.8 15.7 8.6 100 

White/Caucasian 16.8 19.5 23.8 25.0 14.9 100 

East Indian/Indian 11.5 16.6 21.9 25.6 24.4 100 

Mixed 11.5 16.0 24.3 32.8 15.4 100 

Portuguese 35.7 27.8 18.6 11.7 6.2 100 

Other Ethnic Group 14.6 18.9 38.8 17.5 10.2 100 

Not Stated 20.9 29.6 27.1 14.6 7.7 100 

Total 30.6 27.8 21.1 13.2 7.3 100 

 

2.4 Religion and Denomination 

Religion is an organized collection of beliefs, cultural systems, and worldviews that relate 

humanity to an order of existence. Sub-groups within a religion that share a common name, 

tradition and identity are referred to as religious denominations.2 St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

is affirmed as a nation founded on the belief in the supremacy of God.3 Accordingly, Christianity 

has been the dominant religion; and, Anglicanism the most dominant denomination. 

                                                 
2Thomas, K. (1971). Religion and the decline of magic: Studies in popular beliefs in sixteenth and seventeenth century 

 England . London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, pp. 603. 
3Constitution of St. Vincent and the Grenadines (1979). 
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Notwithstanding, the country is also comprised of other internationally recognised religions and 

denominations. 

While the data on religion and denomination explain demographic trends, they also provide 

religious leaders with a sense of how efficacious they are at attracting and maintaining their 

followers. The 2012 Population and Housing Census asked the same voluntary question on religion 

as was asked in 2001; that is, óWhat is your religion/denomination?ô  

2.4.1 Religion 

Eighty-two point three per cent of the population identified itself with a Christian religious 

denomination in 2012. The Rastafarian religion was the second largest organisation, with 1.1% of 

the population identifying itself with this group. The Hindu and Muslim/Islam religions, 

collectively accounted for 0.2% of the population, which means that no proportional changes, 

among followers of these two religions, occurred between 2001 and 2012. Further, 7.5% of the 

population indicated that they were not affiliated with any religion or religious denomination, 

whereas 4.7% did not state the religion, or religious denomination, with which they were affil iated 

(Table 2.8 below). 

Table 2.8. Percentage Distribution of Population by Religion, 2001 & 2012 

Religion/Religious Denomination 

2001 2012 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Christian 77.3 85.8 81.5 78.0 86.8 82.3 

Hindu 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Muslim/Islam 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Rastafarian 2.5 0.4 1.5 1.8 0.3 1.1 

Other Religion/Religious Denomination 5.8 7.2 6.5 4.0 4.6 4.3 

None/No Religion 12.4 5.1 8.8 10.7 4.1 7.5 

Not Stated 1.7 1.3 1.5 5.3 4.0 4.7 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 
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Between 2001 and 2012 there was a 2.3% increase in the followers of the Christian 

religion, and a 25.9% decrease for the Rastafarian religion (Table 2.9 below). In addition, there 

were also declines among followers of Other Religion/Denomination (33.3%) and the None/No 

Religion population (14.1%). 

Table 2.9. Total Household Population and Percentage Change by Religion, 2001 & 2012 

Religion/Religious Denomination 

2001 2012 

Percentage Change 

(2001/2012) 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Christian 42,086 45,821 87,907 43,327 46,564 89,891 3.0 1.6 2.3 

Hindu 48 36 84 47 42 89 -2.1 16.7 6.0 

Muslim/Islam 51 28 79 77 34 111 51.0 21.4 40.5 

Rastafarian 1,366 228 1,594 1,025 156 1,181 -25.0 -31.6 -25.9 

Other Religion/Denomination 3,173 3,834 7,007 2,200 2,473 4,673 -30.7 -35.5 -33.3 

None/No Religion 6,758 2,746 9,504 5,925 2,222 8,147 -12.3 -19.1 -14.1 

Not Stated 942 718 1,660 2,950 2,146 5,096 213.2 198.9 207.0 

Total 54,424 53,411 107,835 55,551 53,637 109,188 2.1 0.4 1.3 

 

Christianity and Other Religion had slightly more female followers, in 2012, whereas 

Hindu, Rastafarian and Muslim/Islam had significantly more male followers. In addition, males 

were also more non-responsive in indicating religious affiliation. This trend remained unchanged 

from 2001 (Table 2.9 above). 

2.4.2 Christian Denominations  

The Pentecostal denomination was the single largest Christian denomination in 2012, 

accounting for 27.6% of the population (Table 2.11 on page 36). Anglicans (13.9%) accounted for 

the second largest denomination, followed by Seventh Day Adventists (11.6%), Baptists (8.9%), 

Methodists (8.7%), Roman Catholics (6.3%) and Evangelicals (3.8%).  

Traditionally, the predominant denominations in St. Vincent and the Grenadines were 

óolderô established denominations, inclusive of the Anglican, Methodist and Roman Catholic 
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denominations. However, the last decade (2001 ï 2012) saw continuous shifts between these 

groups, as followers engaged in denominational switching. 

Table 2.10. Total Household Population by Christian Denomination, 2012 

Religious Denomination 

2001 2012 
Percentage Change 

(2001/2012) 

Male  Female Total Male  Female Total Male  Female Total 

Anglican 10,090 9,066 19,156 8,130 7,045 15,175 -19.4 -22.3 -20.8 

Evangelical 1,369 1,670 3,039 1,855 2,263 4,118 35.5 35.5 35.5 

Methodist 5,943 5,774 11,717 4,984 4,474 9,458 -16.1 -22.5 -19.3 

Pentecostal 8,539 10,484 19,023 13,733 16,375 30,108 60.8 56.2 58.3 

Presbyterian/Congregational 64 61 125 141 153 294 120.3 150.8 135.2 

Roman Catholic 4,061 4,012 8,073 3,515 3,362 6,877 -13.4 -16.2 -14.8 

Salvation Army 126 164 290 142 144 286 12.7 -12.2 -1.4 

Seventh Day Adventist 5,169 5,830 10,999 6,170 6,540 12,710 19.4 12.2 15.6 

Jehovah's Witness 286 388 674 370 539 909 29.4 38.9 34.9 

Baptist (Spiritual) 4,617 6,111 10,728 4,150 5,525 9,675 -10.1 -9.6 -9.8 

Rastafarian 1,366 228 1,594 1,025 156 1,181 -25.0 -31.6 -25.9 

Other Religion/Religious Denominations 5,094 6,159 11,253 2,461 2,693 5,154 -51.7 -56.3 -54.2 

None/No Religion 6,758 2,746 9,504 5,925 2,222 8,147 -12.3 -19.1 -14.3 

Not Stated 942 718 1,660 2,950 2,146 5,096 213.2 198.9 207.0 

Total 54,424 53,411 107,835 55,551 53,637 109,188 2.1 0.4 1.3 

 

A comparison of denominations (Table 2.10 above) reveals that the Pentecostal 

membership experienced the highest growth during the intercensal period (58.3%). Concomitant 

with this rise in the number of Pentecostals was the diminution in the size of the Anglican (20.8%), 

Methodist (19.3%), Roman Catholic (14.8%) and Spiritual Baptist (9.8%) populations. There were 

observed increases among the Seventh Day Adventist (15.6%), Evangelical (35.5%), Jehovahôs 

Witness (34.9%) and the Presbyterian/Congregational (135.2%) membership. These increases 

may be attributed to the numerous crusades, open-air meetings and initiatives held annually to 

attract followers.  
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Table 2.11. Percentage Distribution of Population by Christian Denomination, 2001 & 2012 

Religious Denomination 

2001 2012 

Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Anglican 18.5 17.0 17.8 14.6 13.1 13.9 

Evangelical 2.5 3.1 2.8 3.3 4.2 3.8 

Methodist 10.9 10.8 10.9 9.0 8.3 8.7 

Pentecostal 15.7 19.6 17.6 24.7 30.5 27.6 

Presbyterian/Congregational 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.3 0.3 

Roman Catholic 7.4 7.5 7.5 6.3 6.3 6.3 

Salvation Army 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 

Seventh Day Adventist 9.5 10.9 10.2 11.1 12.2 11.6 

Jehovah's Witness 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.7 1.0 0.8 

Baptist (Spiritual) 8.5 11.5 9.9 7.5 10.3 8.9 

Rastafarian 2.5 0.4 1.5 1.8 0.3 1.1 

Other Religious Denominations 9.4 11.5 10.5 4.4 5.0 4.7 

None/No Religion 12.5 5.2 8.8 10.7 4.1 7.5 

Not Stated 1.7 1.3 1.5 5.3 4.0 4.7 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 

 

2.4.3 Population Distribution by Christian Denomination and Census Division 

As shown in Table 2.12 (next page), in 2012, the largest proportion of persons residing in 

all census divisions, with the exception of the Chateaubelair, Bridgetown, Marriaqua and the 

Grenadines census divisions, indicated that they were Pentecostal. The majority of persons living 

in the Chateaubelair census division indicated that they were Spiritual Baptists, whereas the largest 

number of persons in the Bridgetown and Marriaqua census divisions indicated that they were 

Seventh Day Adventists. In addition, the majority of Northern and Southern Grenadines declared 

themselves Anglican. 
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Table 2.12. Percentage Distribution of Population by Census Division and Christian Denominations, 2012 
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Table 2.13. Percentage Distribution of Population by Census Division and Christian Denominations, 2001 

 

 




































































































































































































































































































































