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Joint Statement on Xinjiang at Third Committee

Mr. President,

I have the honor to make the following joint statement on behalf of Angola,
Antigua and Barbuda, Bangladesh, the Plurinational State of Bolivia,
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, the Central African Republic,
Chad, China, Comoros, the Congo, Cuba, the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt,
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Gabon, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Iraq, the Islamic
Republic of Iran, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Mauritania,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Nicaragua, the Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, the State of Palestine, the Philippines, the Russian Federation,
Serbia, Sierra Leone, the Solomon Islands, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, the
Sudan, Suriname, the Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Uganda, the United
Arab Emirates, the United Republic of Tanzania, the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, Zambia, Zimbabwe and my own country Belarus.

We reiterate that the work of Human Rights in the United Nations should be
conducted in an objective, transparent, non-selective, constructive,
non-confrontational and non-politicized manner. We express our firm
opposition to relevant countries’ practice of politicizing human rights issues,
by naming and shaming, and publicly exerting pressures on other countries.

We commend China’s remarkable achievements in the field of human rights
by adhering to the people-centered development philosophy and protecting
and promoting human rights through development. We also appreciate
China’s contributions to the international human rights cause.

We take note that terrorism, separatism and religious extremism has caused
enormous damage to people of all ethnic groups in Xinjiang, which has
seriously infringed upon human rights, including right to life, health and
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development. Faced with the grave challenge of terrorism and extremism,
China has undertaken a series of counter-terrorism and deradicalization
measures in Xinjiang, including setting up vocational education and training
centers. Now safety and security has returned to Xinjiang and the
fundamental human rights of people of all ethnic groups there are
safeguarded. The past three consecutive years has seen not a single terrorist
attack in Xinjiang and people there enjoy a stronger sense of happiness,
fulfillment and security. We note with appreciation that human rights are
respected and protected in China in the process of counter-terrorism and
deradicalization.

We appreciate China ’ s commitment to openness and transparency. China
has invited a number of diplomats, international organizations officials and
journalist to Xinjiang to witness the progress of the human rights cause and
the outcomes of counter-terrorism and deradicalization there. What they saw
and heard in Xinjiang completely contradicted what was reported in the
media. We call on relevant countries to refrain from employing unfounded
charges against China based on unconfirmed information before they visit
Xinjiang. We urge the OHCHR, Treaty Bodies and relevant Special
Procedures mandate holders to conduct their work in an objective and
impartial manner according to their mandate and with true and genuinely
credible information, and value the communication with member states.

Thank you, Mr. President.


