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Guidelines for the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test in 2009 (July)

1. Objective
The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (hereinafter referred to as "Test") will be held both in
Japan and abroad to evaluate and certify the proficiency in Japanese of non-native speakers.
2. Administrative Organizations
Japan Educational Exchanges and Services (hereinafter referred to as "JEES") administers the
Test in Japan. Overseas, the Japan Foundation (Interchange Association in Taiwan) will work
with local host institutions to administer it.
3. Outline of the test
(1) Eligibility : In principle, applicants should be non-native speakers of Japanese.
(2) Test date : July 5 (Sun.), 2009
(3) Test sites : In Japan / 31 prefectures
Overseas / 59 cities in 3 nations and areas
(4) Contents of test and Criteria of certification:
There are two levels; the contents of the test and criteria for each level are attached.
4. Application Procedures
(1) In Japan
a. Application form : A prescribed form
b. Test fee : ¥5500 (consumption tax included)
c. Application period : From March 27 (Fri) to May 1 (Fri.), 2009 (should be
postmarked on or before May 1)
d. Application procedures : Applicants must obtain application forms and submit them to
JLPT Application Center.

(2) Overseas

a. Application form : A prescribed form

b. Test fee : The test fee is determined by the Japan Foundation, in
consultation with the local host institution.

c. Application period : The application period is determined by the Japan Foundation, in

consultation with the local host institution.
d. Application procedures : Procedures are determined by each local host institution.

(3) For further information about the method of application, etc., please refer to "The Japanese -

Language Proficiency Test Test Guide" which will be available by mid-March 2009.
5. Annoucement of Results

(1) All examinees will receive their score reports of the test and successful examinees will also
receive Certificates of Proficiency.

(2) Certificates of Proficiency and official test results will be sent in early September, 2009.
However, to examinees who take the test abroad, Certificates of Proficiency and official test
results will be sent through each local host institution by mid-September, 2009.

(3) JEES will send the examinee's score to the universities and junior colleges upon their
request for examinees who take the Test at cities abroad where the Japan Student
Services Organization (JASSO) does not administer "Examination for Japanese University
Admission for International Students'.

(4) In the case of examinees who take the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test overseas and
who are also applying to enter a Japanese Language Institute which is a member of The
Association for the Promotion of Japanese Language Education, the Japan Foundation will
provide the examinee's score, on request, via the Association to the said Institution.
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Contents of test and Criteria of certification
Contents o
Level - - Criteria
Sections Hours Points
Writing-Vocabulary | 45 minutes | 100 points | 1he examinee has mastered grammar to a
. . . . high level, knows around 2,000 Kanji and
Listening 45 minutes | 100 points 10,000 words, and has an integrated
1 Reading-Grammar | 90 minutes | 200 points command of the language sufficient for life
in Japanese society. This level is normally
) ) reached after studying Japanese for
Total 180 minutes | 400 points | 4round 900 hours.
. ) ) The examinee has mastered grammar to a
Writing-Vocabulary | 35 minutes | 100 points relatively high level, knows around 1,000
Listening 40 minutes | 100 points Kanji and 6,000 words, and has the ability
. . . to converse, read, and write about matters
2 Reading-Grammar | 70 minutes | 200 points of a general nature. This level is normally
reached after studying Japanese for
Total 145 minutes | 400 points around 600 hours and after completion of
an intermediate course.
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Results of the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test in 2009 (July)

(1) BEELY - ZBREH -

HML7-BEAKE L,

HREEHRVBESR
Applicants, Examinees and Certification Results
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Passing scores are 70% or higher for level 1 and 60% or higher for level 2.

& Ine =5 dPN) ZERERN) REEH(N) BER (%)
Level Applicants Examinees Certified Percentage Certified
i 29,274 26,578 11,738 44.2
(52,992) (46,953) (18,454) (39.3)
EH AN g 26,437 24,793 9,279 37.4
ot (41,924) (38,040) (16,289) (42.8)
B Subtotal 55,711 51,371 21,017 40.9
(94,916) (84,993) (34,743) (40.9)
1 103,349 87,104 28,230 32.4
(138,131) (116,271) (38,988) (33.5)
B 4 9 130,753 110,266 27,543 25.0
Overseas
(187,482) (157,142) (58,124) (37.0)
B Subtotal 234,102 197,370 55,773 28.3
(325,613) (273,413) (97,112) (85.5)
& B Totl 289,813 248,741 76,790 30.9
(420,529) (358,406) (131,855) (36.8)

() PUZPRR204EE 2R,

The number in (

GF) ZBE I 305 -

) refers to the number of those in 2008.

ame | (MR [5efg - k] 09 5L 2B L - H0RE &,

Note : The number of examinees includes those who took only one or two of the three sections of the test
(Writing-Vocabulary, Listening, and Reading-Grammar).




(2) RiEE - HIFFICEEH - FREH

Number of Applicants and Examinees by Test Site

B A 188 (Level 1) 248 (Level 2) B (Total)
Natlone=Arasi ;s City EEE | 2pE | oBE | 2BE | ©¥E | E2nE
A B A B A B

B& EEEE dEHBE  |Hokkaide 323 287 308 281 632 588

Japan iR B2F Iwate 153 131 137 131 280 262

i Miyagi 317 283 547 520 864 803

¥R R Ioaraki 261 F5]] 281 267 542 408

Hx Tochigi 192 174 261 248 453 422

BE Gunma 252 239 260 257 521 496

HE Saitama 1,715 1,527 1,025 948 2,740 2475

FE Chiba 1,823 1,652 1,158 1,058 2,982 2,710

8- Tokyo 9184 8178 7490 5,844 16,674 15,022

BHZ)|  |Kanagaws 2,840 2,545 2725 2,538 5,565 5,083

R E iR Niigata 149 135 152 142 301 m

ld: 3004 Bl Toyama 108 103 135 132 244 235

all Ishikawa 418 386 an az0 750 T8

BEME i} Yamanashi 163 152 170 166 333 318

-1 Nagane 188 187 363 343 562 530

BEHE RE Shizuoka 851 617 938 893 1,589 1,510

24 Aichi 1,738 1815 1,686 1,608 3425 3.224

= Mis 313 206 397 391 710 687

(2] Gifu 258 238 304 375 652 613

Hid 2,014 i Kyoto 1014 932 785 748 1788 1,680

KB Osaka 2,530 2283 1871 1,775 4,401 4,068

f=3 4 Hyege 873 807 899 865 1,772 1672

hEME ER Hiroshima 578 540 514 492 1,002 1,032

[T} Okayama 566 539 473 447 1,039 986

mE#®HE Fll Kagawa 136 128 221 213 357 341

218 Ehime 68 64 185 178 253 242

A Koughi 32 32 77 5 109 107

AMBE R Fukuoka 1,646 1,537 1,989 1,898 3,635 3435

X Oita 605 555 509 490 1,114 1,045

ER®  |Kagoshima 94 20 78 77 172 167

bl - Fc1Ed fil - | Okinawa 72 [ 67 62 139 121

REr 29274 26,578 26,437 24,793 55,711 51,371

31N 31 prefectures in Japan ]

[15] Ul (1) Seoul 12777 8,357 15,558 10,672 28,335 20,029

Korea #L (2 Busan 7,081 5542 8,042 7.348 16,093 12,881

M Q) Jearju 1,879 1,534 2875 2,259 4,854 3793

M Jeju a 238 469 347 780 585

= e (4) Incheon 5,150 3.955 6.901 4,949 12,051 8,904

EEH Total 27.268 20,626 35.845 25,576 63.113 46.202

FE " Beiiing 5272 4318 6.629 5,556 11,801 8.875

China Eiw Shanghai 12,224 10,503 14,288 12516 26,522 23018

E- 3 Changehun 2,610 2,339 3,000 2824 5610 5163

P | Dalian 5,808 5,332 7,702 7,080 13,598 12412

IEM Guangzhou 4084 3,640 4,284 3929 8,368 1,569

R Shenyang 2,265 2010 2208 2,149 4,563 4,159

xig Tianjin 3128 2,795 3,845 3429 6968 6,224

NILEY Haerbin 1,490 1,427 1,500 1,442 2,999 2,869

BR Xi'an 1,312 1,185 1,688 1,574 3011 2758

2E Chongaing 500 458 501 437 1,001 895

#m Jinan 1,729 1511 2274 2015 4,003 3526

BHE Wuhan 2,185 1,864 3,154 2832 5319 4,696

=M Xiamen 800 734 1,300 1177 2,100 1,811

HUM Hangzhou 2586 2153 4,354 3,662 5.940 5815

F2%k Huhehaote 334 286 477 388 811 684

pd Luoyang 630 585 450 415 1,080 1.010

BN Suzhou 1,998 1,780 1,701 1,600 3,699 3,380

it ] Qingdao 1,200 1,073 1,200 1,109 2400 2,182

Bib Changsha 1,183 1.041 1,698 1,581 2,882 2,632

AR Chengdu 1,138 948 820 705 1,858 1,653

Bm Nanjing 3115 2,737 4,496 4,022 7811 6.759

& Hefei 871 764 1,300 1,201 217 1,965

2 Shenzhen 2.208 2,019 2,400 2,158 4,698 4178

e Nanchang 1211 1,046 1931 1,689 3,142 2,735

BRE Shijiazhuang 578 516 807 697 1,385 1213

AR Taiyuan 208 245 585 495 883 740

W Ningbo 940 BOS 1,142 1,003 2,001 1,808

E3 Wuxi 1,435 1,212 1,799 1,638 3,234 2,850

®’E Guiyang 252 201 452 357 704 558

LT Wulumugi 45 42 45 39 90 81

MR Nanning 674 563 495 447 1,189 1,010

1 Weifang 819 699 1.166 1,051 1,985 1,750

E Yangzhou 500 422 893 808 1,502 1,328

Em Kunming 311 244 369 307 B0 551

#0 Haikou 472 368 661 552 1,133 a

Total 66.385 57,887 81,826 72.993]  148.211 130,880

23 Hong Kong 1,498 1,265 2.315 1.878 3.813 3.243

B3 it Taipei 5,304 4,690 6,565 5834 11,869 10,524

Taiwan i Kachsiung 1,468 1,338 2,161 1997 3620 3335

=L Taichung 1426 1,288 2,041 1,888 3467 3,186

=¥ 118 Total 8,198 1,326 10,767 9,718 18,965 17.045

moRt Total(Overseas) 103,349 87,104|  130,753] 110286 234102 197370
IME-HhIE 598 [ 59 cities in 3 nations and areas ]

ait Total 132.623| 113,682 157,100 135058  289,813] 248741

A Number of applicants B : Number of examinees
) YILMBE ¢ UL KR RN B

¥(2) #FILWE
#(3) SMBE
¥4 SR

o #IL &G, AE. AR, R BN B AR
©2ML KA, KM
C 2N KR, EEL RR




(3) ZBRLEND45FIE Special Testing Arrangements for people with Disabilities
BEDD L ZEHREIIONT, B EORIEEZ L,

Special testing arrangements were provided for persons with currently documented disabilities.

. ZBRER
N/ = .
BEONE i‘ﬁﬂ/ Number of examinees EHRAEBONE
Case Japan Specific arrangements
Overseas 1% 2#% 2
Level 1 | Level 2 | Total
EA 0 2 2
Japan CAFICIAHHE, BE
£F Question booklets and answer sheets in braille
Blind -REREER DR (2fF : BEAE- J0EE)
Extended test hours (2x for reading-grammar)
doh BIZESZB, Separate testing room
1 0 1
Overseas|
HEES
Visual
disability
EA 9 9 4 |"PEREARAREIX (141%, 2008)
Japan Enlarged question booklets (141%, 200%)
-RERFE M O ER (1.36F: 30 - B, BEAR, 1.50%  BEAR - 30
5518 Extended test hours (1.3x for writing-vocabulary, listening,
Low vision 1.5x for reading-grammar)
+BI|=S 8% Separate testing room
HEA LXK, CCTVOER
Overseas]| 5 6 11 Use of magnifying glass
A 3 2 5
Japan KT RSO
Use of headphones and hearing aids
H ﬁﬁ?%l +BIZZ32E% Separate testing room
earing disability AR ER DS Listening section exempted
o 2 4 6
Overseas
=N 0 0
Japan ‘BREEM OIS Extended test hours
EENEE 'féijﬁgggarate testing room
3 T RS Special test site
Physical disability HEREE =L 5MBY Use of an amanuensis
SRl B 5 8
verseas
EA 0 0
Japan
<PERFFMDIERE Extended test hours
ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁ:{ﬁg HD%) ‘BIZZ 8 Separate testing room
w5
Overseas 1 9 1
EA
Japan 5 6 11
s
anr
Total
o 4 12 15 27
verseas




(4) F¥H=ZE  Average Scores

@ X -EE® Writing - Vocabulary AR Listening HeME - ICHE Reading - Grammer A& A Total () Note
Level HA i st =L i o+ we | B i 5t we | BA | wH %A
Japan | Overseas | Total Japan | Overseas | Total Japan | Overseas | Total apan | Overseas | Total
TEER A 26,561 87,081 | 113,642 | 26,557 87,062 | 113,619 | 26,520 86,998 | 113,518 | 26,507 86,976 | 113,483
(46,911)| (116,234)| (163,145)| (46,912)| (116,212)| (163,124)| (46,852)| (116,174)| (163,026) (46,815)| (116,137)| (162,952)
L HAB 69.9 71.4 71.0 68.0 52.3 56.0 132.2 131.1 131.4 270.2 254.9 258.5
" (65.8) (69.1) (68.1) (65.9) (51.6) (55.7)| (129.5) (131.6) (131.0)| (261.3) (252.3) (254.9)
1 EMEE C 13.4 14.7 14.4 15.2 17.6 18.3 28.9 29.6 29.4 47.6 50.8 50.5
' (14.8) (15.5) (15.4) (16.3) (18.3) (18.9) (30.8) (31.3) (31.1) (52.8) (54.4) (54.0)
E & AD 100 100 100 100 100 100 200 200 200 400 400 400
1 (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (200) (200) (200) (399) (400) (400)
BIEAE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
(0 (V)] (0] 0 0 (O (0] 0 ) () (0) (0}
TERER A 24,772 | 110,221 | 134,993 | 24,777 | 110,191 | 134,968 | 24,752 | 110,128 | 134,880 | 24,732 | 110,082 | 134,814
(38,001)| (157,048)| (195,049)( (38,023)| (157,044)| (195,067)| (37,987)| (157,001)| (194,988)| (37,951)| (156,903)| (194,854)
T H EB 67.9 69.3 69.0 55.5 40.8 43.5 97.8 95.5 95.9 221.3 205.6 208.5
d (63.0) (65.0) (64.6) (59.2) (45.7) (48.3)| (106.2) (109.1) (108.5)| (228.4) (219.8) (221.5)
2 EMEE C 16.5 16.4 16.5 16.8 15.9 17.0 30.1 30.0 30.0 53.6 51.3 52.0
) (15.1) (15.8) (15.5)| (17.8) (18.6) (19.2)[ (34.7) (33.9) (34.1)| (57.7) (56.8) (57.1)
BE & AD 100 100 100 100 100 100 195 198 198 390 390 390
" (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100) (200) (200) (200) (400) (396) (400)
BIEAE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
(0) ()] 0 ()] (0) ()] (0) (0) (0) (15) (0) ()

A : Number of examinees B : Average score C : Standard Deviation D : Highest score E : Lowest score

() WA NOZEARIE, (307 - el TR (5 - ] o7 XCEZBRL =% 0%
Note : The number of examinees refers to those who took all three sections of the test.
() PUETFR204EE %R T,

The number in ( ) refers to the number of those in 2008.




(5) #m9fEX  Scoring Distribution
(1% Levell)

1
1.078

- ezn 3,008
— s 3341

ans

3879

i

[P B

Examinees in Japan

[ ihhz s

Examinees overseas

&&
0
£S
l

25 ~ 229 e — 3212
3,052

15 ~ 218 2,784
2580

2,300
00 ~ 204 —/0———— 2141

85 ~ 169 —0 —0°x—=m #41

L

o

1
D000 -0 —~D0000D WW

3.688

ZEE  113483%

Number of examinees

SR 25851,

Average score

B2 B 40051

Highest score

4l (=

Lowest score

(G A 400%)

Highest possible score

6000

(J) S2BRa B0 [ 30 - G ) TR ] e - S0k 5T 2R L 728 DR

Note : The number of examinees refers to those who took all three sections of the test.

7000

ON9)
Number of
examinees



Note : The number of examinees refers to those who took all three sections of the test.

(2% Level2)
1]
: |
13 , -
[l B
= &2 Examinees in Japan
== 113 <
e 200 R %3 =4
e Examinees overseas
————xa 401
f———————rr=m 486
——rrrs 558
731
—_—————— -]
84
1.220
1.486
1,648
1,830
2084
224
2542
28
3184
3526
3,688
4222
o 4528
4743 dos
4832
=2 5045
= 5134
4838
4,863
4804
4677
4524
4348
4,156
am
3576
3333
3,004
e 2.35._8 B
T 2 ‘ B 1348144
| L Number of examinees
1220
ey 855 B8 E‘Ziéj)f—i 208_5‘;*:
————yrh r. Average score
——mn 210 o | e
= 152 25 4 390
H Highest score
10
3 AR AT ()=}
£ Lowest score
1
0 G M5 40041)
1 Highest possible score
/]
: |
0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000
(A%
R - RS, | S g N R = . Number of
(V) SZBRERNI T30 - fliwe ] [ B [ 5 - SOl O3 RTEZBR LB DO, examinees



3. 26FEEDEIKY
Statistics for the Past 26 Years

ICEEH - SERERHTE (1984FE ~1996F )

FE 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
Year P59 | BRF60 | MEFN6L | PEFNEZ | MEFN63 | Emkx Fak2 ERE3 ERk4 ERLS ERL6 ERET ERkB
EHEE - Hhigi¥
Number of nations 15 18 20 21 22 22 22 24 26 29 31 31 32
and areas
FitEaRE 21 34 38 42 43 49 50 53 56 62 67 74 76
Number of cities

}Ew:: 2,849 4,422 6,208 6,781 10,153 16,551 21,341 28,790 33,222 36,560 32,471 29,711 28,931
IEEY
Number of | & # - - . B

5,149 10,344 13,549 17,345 20,509 24,853 28,673 39,854 47,419 58,753 65,155 75,930 85,549

applicants | Overseas

e

TOIE]I 7,998 14,766 19,757 24,126 30,662 41,404 50,014 68,644 80,641 95,313 97,626 | 105,701 | 114,480

B~ 2,546 3,912 5,584 6,026 8,996 14,183 18,167 25,032 28,970 32,118 28,672 26,328 25,382
zeEy |0
Number of | ¥ 5t 4,473 9,157 11,948 15,214 17,859 21,426 24,620 33,462 39,595 48,595 53,655 61,837 70,758
examinees |OVerseas

2 g

Totle 7,019 13,069 17,532 21,240 26,855 35,609 42,787 58,494 68,565 80,713 82,327 88,165 96,140
ZBREH | level
HANPR 1 2,314 3,476 5,053 5,931 8,607 14,083 19,189 26,700 31,692 36,076 33,919 33,084 32,847
Number of 2 813 1,730 2,229 3,018 4,473 6,088 7,338 11,388 13,774 16,667 17,531 20,147 23,116
examinees 3 1,639 3,242 4,597 5,346 6,272 7,144 7,597 10,128 12,213 14,629 16,269 19,265 22,357
by test level 4 2,253 4,621 5,653 6,945 7,505 8,294 8,663 10,278 10,886 | 13,341 14,608 15,669 17,820

M

20000 [

i b

20’ B

%ggggg E [ ] IB%EE . Number of applicants
ﬁ%gggg - ZBRE ¥ Number of examinees
40000 [

360,000

.

e

590000 [

220,000 +

200,000

180, r

ﬁHiEBB [ £ BhG

1§ i apan

0,000 F

11 e

20000 F ; ,
| ——— e

1984

2 | |2

1985

1986

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

(BB7059) (F3F60) (WBRI61) (PF62) (TBRI63)(TALIE) (TAk2) (PAR3) (ekd) (TARS) (Teke) (Tak7) (Paks) To



(F 1) ZBEERCE 30T - dhne] TR (5 - SQE] 09 582022 L BEORE &,
(FE2) 19974 CFRK 9 4F) 0). HOIFFONZ19964E CERK 8 4F) ICIERIDFTRA L T 525, THEHFEAHENGRE SN EITX 5,
GE3) () NOEFRLETFTEL TV .
Note: 1. The number of examinees includes those who took only one or two of three sections of the test
(Writing-Vocabulary, Listening, and Reading-Grammar).
2. The number of nations and areas in 1997 is lower than that in 1996 due to return of Hong Kong to the People's Republic of China.
3. The figures in parentheses denote the numbers previously arranged at the beginning of the year.

[CEEY - SERENIMTE (1997EE~2009E % £1E])

£ 3 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2008 2007 2008 2009-1
Year SERR9 | FEER10 | FAR1l | ERR12 | WERR13 | W14 | W15 | W16 | ERR1T | EARls | WAR19 | W20 | FaR21-1
JLHEE - Hiugid

Number of nations 31 34 34 (36)] 36(37) 39 39 39 (40) 40 (41)| 45(46) 47(49) 50(51) 52(53) 4
and areas

Kb 7 84 B85 (87)| 88 (89) 100 100 | 108 (109)| 117 (118)| 136(138)| 147(150)| 159(160)| 173(174) 90

MNumber of cities

:: 30,095 | 32,912 38,168 | 45,766 54,891 55,230 | 60,949 66,169 68,799 81,522 | 103,259 | 121,456 55,711
EE w

Number of | #& 7 92,865 | 119,749 | 157,869 | 189,231 | 215,961 | 230,939 | 260,038 | 289,254 | 351,024 | 451,667 | 529,221 | 538,925 | 234,102
applicants | OVerseas

-
?01.5 122,960 | 152,661 | 196,037 | 234,997 | 270,852 | 286,169 | 320,987 | 355,423 | 419,823 | 533,189 | 632,480 | 660,381 | 289,813

B A 26,623 29,492 34,334 40,786 49,004 48,616 54,024 58,956 61,457 72,880 93,821 109,247 51,371
swEg |0

Number of & 7t 77,456 | 100,893 | 132,241 | 160,235 | 178,499 | 193,715 | 215,593 | 243,242 | 294,787 | 364,480 | 430,137 | 449,809 [ 197,370
examinees | OVErseas|

-
& B 104,079 | 130,385 | 166,575 | 201,021 | 227,593 | 242,331 | 269,617 | 302,198 | 356,244 | 437,360 | 523,958 | 559,056 | 248,741

total
ZEEH | level
BBIPER 1 33,077 | 40,082 | 48,684 | 59,997 | 73,255 75,528 | 84,742 | 95211 | 113,225 | 135,348 | 153,860 | 163,224 | 113,682
Number of 2 25,944 | 32,509 | 42,909 | 52,580 | 58,511 67,077 77,324| 91,253 | 111,360 | 140,868 | 184,003 | 195,182 | 135,059
examinees 3 24,637 | 32,376 | 43,653 | 53,062 | 58,400 62,535| 68,208 | 73,277 82,628 | 105,072 | 129,235 | 140,919 -
by test level| 4 20,421 | 25418 | 231,329 | 35382 37,427 37,191 | 39,343 | 42,457 49,031| 56,072| 56,859 | 59,731 -

[ ] IB%EE . Number of applicants
Tl ~=5#% Number of examinees

L i@ (Oversees)
T [EF Uapen)
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2007 2008 EgE
(ER9) (PRKL10) (Eakll) (FRK12) (FRE13) (FRk14) (FAKL5) (FRk16) (EAELT) (IFﬁStw) (3253219)(%220)(%221 1]





