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Influence versus Interference 

growing attempts by foreign governments or their proxies to exert 
inappropriate influence on and to undermine Australia’s sovereign 
institutions and decision-making. Such attempts at foreign 
interference are part of a wider global trend that has affected other 
democracies. Foreign interference aims to shape the actions of 
decision-makers and public opinion to achieve an outcome 
favourable to foreign interests  
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Australia’s Strategic View over the Region 
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China has fielded or can field […] hypersonic delivery systems for 
conventional prompt strike that can reach out thousands of 
kilometers from the Chinese shore and hold our carrier battle 
groups or our forward-deployed forces on land that we have 
bases […] at-risk. We, today, do not have systems that can hold 
them at-risk in a corresponding manner, and we do not have 
defenses against those systems.46  
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