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The Senate’s otherwise “abysmal”
performance in 1982 had a few
bright spots, according to Leon
Shull, ADA’s national director: ac-
tion on the Voting Rights Act, rejec-
tion of the New Right agenda on
school prayer and abortion, and the
override of the Reagan budget veto.

“And on the other side of Capitol
Hill, the House also demonstrated
some independence on several
issues, but on crucial ques-
tions—emergency jobs legislation,
for example—the House, like the
Senate, failed to meet its responsi-
- bilities,” he adds.

Analysis of the 1982 record re-
veals that 63 percent of Senate
Democrats were “liberal,” with ADA
scores of 70 to 100; 24 percent were

-.hoderate” (40 to 69), and 13 per-
cent were “conservative” (below 40).

But only 9 percent of Senate
Republicans had liberal records in
1982, and only 19 percent had
moderate records; 72 percent
scored below 40.

The voting record thus dra-
matically demonstrates the absence
of a liberal or moderate wing in to-
day’s Republican Party. Only 15 per-
cent of House Republicans, for ex-
ample, scored higher than 35.

Among House Democrats, on the
other hand, 56 percent had scores of
70 or above, while only 21 percent
had moderate scores and 23 percent
had conservative scores.

- Looking at the 1982 Voting

Record and the 1982 election re-
sults, Shull says all indications “sug-
gest that the 98th Congress will be
more liberal than the 97th.

“Among ADA-endorsed House
candidates, 75 percent were elected,
and in a number of key races, liberal
newcomers replaced Reagan clones
who were thrown out by the voters.
-+j'The average House incumbent
 inner has a 1982 ADA score over a
i~ '‘dozen points higher than the
- average loser,” Shull notes.
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ADA’s 1982 Voting Record

Senate scores begin
on Page 4. House
scores begin on
Page 9.

“Two thirds of the Representa-
tives who were either defeated or re-
tired had voting record scores sig-
nificantly below the average of the
House as a whole. Over half the
losers and retirees were extreme
right-wingers, with scores of 25 or
less.”

And he adds optimistically, “The
November elections showed clearly

that the House is moving decisively-

away from the President.”

Highs and Lows

Three Democratic Senators, Bill
Bradley (N.J.), Christopher Dodd
(Conn.), and Howard Metzenbaum
(Ohio), scored 100.

And three Republican Senators,
John East and Jesse Helms of North

Carolina and Mack Mattingly of
Georgia, received zeroes.

In the House, 14 Represen:
tatives—all Democrats—earned
scores of 100, and 27—all but one a
Republican—received zeroes.

Some interesting differences be-
tween 1981 and 1982 records
emerged. The averaged scores of
first-term Representatives showed a
dramatic jump from 19 percent in
1981 to 34 percent in 1982. :

Six Senators showed a difference
of 30 or more points between their
‘81 and '82 scores. All were Republi-
cans, and the scores of all six in-
creased, suggesting that Senators
who altered their positions signifi-
cantly voted more liberally in 1982.

The six are John Chaffee (R.l.),
moving from 45 in 1981 to 80 in
1982; David Durenberger (Minn.),
moving from 40 to 70; Slade Gorton
(Wash.), moving from 10 to 45; John
Heinz (Pa.), moving from 35 to 70;
William Roth (Del.), moving from 20
to 50; and Robert Stafford (Vt ),
moving from 35 to 65.

ADA’s Voting Record has been
issued each year since ADA’s
founding in 1947. Issues are se-
lected by a committee of ADA
members, and cover a gamut of
judicial, social, economic, foreign,
and military policy.

Votes selected display st arp lib-
eral/conservative divisions. ADA
often chooses procedural votes,
since votes on rules for debate,
procedures for amending bills, or
amendments themselves may
reveal basic attitudes obscured in
the final vote. Note, too, that ADA
often supports legislation which
falls short of our goals; something
is frequently better than nothing.

Each Member is rated plus or
minus on each vote. A live pair in

favor of the liberal position earns a

But Don’t Turn the Page Yet...

Member a plus, but a dead pair in
favor of the liberal position does
not. (Pairing is a traditional cour-
tesy, an agreement between a pro-
ponent and an opponent that each
will refrain from voting, since their
votes would cancel each other.Ina
dead pair both Members are ab-
sent; in a live pair, one is present
and would have voted had he/she
not been paired.)

This voting record is offered as a
guide in judging the legislative
performance of U.S. Senators and
Representatives, But it does not
measure work in committee, and it
does not reflect the failure of Con-
gress to deal with certain major
issues, nor an individual
legislator's degree of responsi-
bility.
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United States Senate

Domestic Issues

1. School Busing Helms (R-N.C.)}Johnston
(D-La.) amendment to prevent the Justice De-
partment from bringing any legal action that
could lead to court-ordered busing; to bar
federal courts from ordering busing; and to
allow the Attorney General to re-open existing
busing orders.

Adopted 58-38, February 4
AvoteNOisa +

2. Secret Agents’ Identities—Civil Liber-
ties Chaffee (R-R.l) amendment to provide
that private persons can be convicted of
criminally exposing (.S. secret agents if they
had “reason to believe” their acts would harm
U.S. intelligence, as opposed to having an “in-
tent” to harm.

Adopted 55-39, March 17.
AvoteNOisa +

3. Federal Budget—Jobless Benefits Dole
(R-Kan.) motion to table (kill) the Byrd
(D-W.Va.) amendment to increase budget
authority and outlays to accommodate a
13-week extension of unemployment benefits
in states suffering high unemployment.
Adopted 52-42, May 21.

AvoteNOisa +

4. Voting Rights Act Extension Stevens
(R-Alaska) amendment to ease provisions al-
lowing covered jurisdictions to “bail out”
(escape from the Act's coverage).

Rejected 38-59, June 17.
AvoteNOisa +

5. Family Farms v. Corporate Welfare
Lugar (R-Ind.) amendment to permit reclama-
tion water service at existing rates to an in-
dividual farm of up to 320 acres, to permit
water service at half a rate set by a new “full-
cost” formula for additional farm acreage bet-
ween 320 acres and 960 acres, and to permit
water service to farm acreage exceeding 960
acres at the new “full-cost” rate.

Rejected 39-58, July 15.
A vote YESisa +

- 6. Income Tax Cuts Mitchell (D-Maine)
amendment to replace the 10-percent across-

- the-board individual income tax cuts schedul-
 edfor July 1982 and 1983 with cuts skewed to

benefit those earning less than $50,000.
Rejected 43-53, July 22.

Avote YESisa +

7. Interest and Dividend Withholding Kas-
ten (R-Wis.) amendment to kill the provision
requiring a 10-percent withholding from in-
terest and dividends.

Rejected 48-49, July 22.
AvoteNOisa +

8. Balanced Budget Amendment Passage
of the joint resolution to propose a constitu-
tional amendment to require a balanced
budget unless a three-fifths majority of Con-
gress Members agreed to deficit spending.
Adopted 69-31, August 4. A two-thirds majori-
ty of those present and voting (67 in this case)
in both houses is required.

AvoteNOisa +

9. Reagan Veto of Supplemental Appropri-
ations Passage, over the President’s veto, of
the bill to apopropriate $14.6 billion in new
fiscal 1982 budget authority for federal
military and civilian pay raises, commodity
credit programs, defense and other programs,
and to rescind $400.8 million in previously ap-
propriated funds.

Passed 60-30, September 10. A two-thirds ma-
jority of those present and voting (60 in this
case) in both houses is required to override a
veto.

Avote YESisa +

10. Abortion Hayakawa (R-Calif.) motion to
table (kill) the Helms (R-N.C.) amendment de-
signed to ban abortion.

Adopted 47-46, September 15.

Avote YESisa +

11. School Prayer Goldwater (R-Ariz.) mo-
tion to table (kill) the Helms (R-N.C.) amend-
ment barring the federal courts, including the
Supreme Court, from hearing “voluntary”
school prayer cases.

Rejected 47-53, September 22.

Avote YESisa +

12. Clinch River Breeder Humphrey (R-N.H.)
amendment to bar use of funds for the Clinch
River breeder reactor.

Rejected 48-49, September 29.

Avote YESisa +

13. Jobless Benefits Dole (R-Kan.) motion
to table (kill) the Baker (R-Tenn.) motion to
reconsider the vote by which the Metzen-
baum (D-Ohio) amendment was rejected. The

Metzenbaum amendment would have .

liberalized unemployment benefits by
suspending certain provisions of the 1981
reconciliation legislation.

Adopted 50-48, September 29.
AvoteNOisa +

14. Trade Union Political Action Hatfield
(R-Ore.) motion to table (kill) the Helms
(R-N.C.) amendment barring use of union
dues for a union's political messages to its
members.

Adopted 62-37, September 29.

A vote YESisa

15. Public Works Program—Jobs Gold-
water (R-Ariz.) motion to table (kill) the Ken-
nedy (D-Mass.) amendment to establish a new
federal public works program to provide jobs.
Adopted 60-37, September 29.
AvoteNOisa +

16. Transfer of Pentagon Funds to Domes-
tic Programs Baker (R-Tenn.) motion to table
(kill) the Riegle (D-Mich.) amendment to re-
duce military outlays by- $18.9 billion in fiscal
1983-85, transfer $ 14 billion to four domestic
programs, and allocate the remainder to
deficit reduction.

Adopted 61-30, May 21.

Avote NOisa +

Military and Foreign
Policy Issues

17. Binary Gas Tower (R-Texas) motion to
table (kill) the Hart (D-Colo.) amendment to
delete funds for binary chemical weapons.
Adopted 49-45, in session beginning May 13.
AvoteNOisa +

18. Pentagon Budget Baker (R-Tenn.) mo-
tion to table (kill) the Kassebaum (R-Kan.)
amendment to reduce military programs by
$35.3 billion in budget authority and $13.9
billion in outlays.

Adopted 53-44, May 19.

Avote NOisa +

19. Caribbean Basin Initiative Kasten
(R-Wis.) motion to table (kill) the Dodd
(D-Conn.) amendment to reduce funding for
the CBI.

‘Adopted 55-40, August 10.

AvoteNOisa +

20. MX Missile Baker (R-Tenn.) motion to
table (kill) the Hollings (D-S.C.) amendment
to prohibit use of funds for MX missiles until
Congress approves a basing mode.

Adopted 50-46, September 29.
AvoteNOisa +
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ber determined by the percentage of
votes case, or paired live, in support of
liberal policy, measured against the
number of votes counted. ADA does not
count votes taken when the office is va-
cant (V), or when the Member answers
“Present” (C) to avoid a possible conflict

LQ Liberal Quotlent: the rating of a Mem- A The Member was absent but officially

announced as favoring the liberal posi-
tion.

The Member was absent but officially
announced as opposing the liberal posi-
tion.

The Member did not vote or otherwise

of interest. indicate a position.

V The Member was not In office when the

+ A vote which ADA believes to be in har-
vote was taken.

mony with liberal policies.
— A vote which ADA believes to be con- P The Member answered “Present.
trary to liberal policies. C The Member answered “Present” to

+& A live pair in favor of the liberal position. avoid a possible conflict of interest.
. %  Resigned.
# A live or dead pair against the liberal
position. % Died in office.
& A dead pair in favor of the liberal posi- 2% In office for fewer than 10 of the votes
tion. selected.
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U.S. House of Representatives

Domestic Issues

1. Family Farms v. Corporate Welfare
Kildee (D-Mich.) amendment to require cor-
porations of more than 18 persons to pay at
the new, higher rate for all federal reclama-
tion water. (The committee bill had permitted
a lower rate for up to 960 acres owned by
such corporations.)

Adopted 220-160, May 6
Avote YESisa +

2. Job Safety Rousselot (R-Calif.) amend-
ment to retain under the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration the authority to
enforce safety standards in certain kinds of
surface mining, instead of transferring
jurisdiction to the more lenient Mine Safety
and Health Administration.

Rejected 186-220, May 12
AvoteNOisa +

3. Liberal Alternative Budget Obey
(D-Wis.) substitute to provide funding for
emergency jobs programs while maintaining
other domestic programs at real fiscal 1982
levels and increasing non-pay defense pro-
grams by 7 percent, and to scale back the tax
cuts enacted in 1981.

Rejected 152-268, May 24
Avote YESisa +

4. Consumer Rights—{sed Cars Adop-

.7 tion of the concurrent resolution vetoing the

FTC rule requiring dealers to inform
customers of major known defects in used
automobiles.

Adopted 286-133, May 26

Avote NOisa +

5. First Budget Resolution—Substitute
Jones (D-Okla.) Democratic substitute to the
Latta (R-Ohio) substitute, setting budget
targets for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1983. ADA supported the Jones
substitute.

Rejected 202.225, June 10
Avote YESisa +

6. Civil Libertles—Due Process Simon
(D:1il.) substitute, as amended, for the Solo-
mon (R-N.Y.) amendment prohibiting federal
college financial aid to any young man failing
to register for Selective Service. (The original
Simon amendment would have exempted
from the prohibition anyone with religious or
moral objections to registration.)

Rejected 161-241, July 28
Avote YESisa +

7. Food Stamps Wampler (R-Va.) substi-
tute to make additional cuts in the Food
Stamp Program.

Rejected 181-210, August 10
Avote NOisa +

8. Tax Reform Adoption of the conference
report on the bill to raise revenues by closing
certain tax loopholes,

Adopted 226-207, August 19
Avote YESisa +

9. Reagan Veto of Supplemental Ap-
propriations Passage, over the President’s
veto, of the bill to appropriate $14.6 billion in
new fiscal 1982 budget authority for federal
military and civilian pay raises, commodity
credit programs, defense, and other pro-
grams, and to rescind $400.8 million in pre-

.viously appropriated funds.

Adopted 301-117, September 9. A two-thirds
majority of those present and voting (279 in
this case) in both houses is required to over-
ride a veto.

Avote YESisa +

10. Public Service Jobs Passage of the joint
resolution to authorize and appropriate $1
billion in fiscal 1982 funds for public service
jobs.

Adopted 223-169, September 16

A vote YESisa +

11. Balanced Budget Amendment Consid-
eration of the joint resolution to propose a
constitutional amendment to require a bal-
anced budget unless a three-fifths majority of
f.‘ongress Members agreed to deficit spend-
ng.

Rejected 236-187, October 1. A two-thirds
majority of those present and voting (282 in
this case) in both houses is required.
AvoteNOisa +

12. Davis-Bacon Act Roemer (D-lLa.)
amendment to apply Davis Bacon Act wage
requirements for federally funded hishway

projects to only “initial” highway construc-
tion.

Rejected 191-194, December 6.
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13. School Busing Collins (R-Texas) amend-
ment to bar use of Justice Department funds,
directly or indirectly, to require busing be.
yond a school nearest a pupil’s home, except
for special education for the handicapped.
Adopted 243-153, December 9
AvoteNOisa +

Military and Foreign
Policy Issucs

14. Blnary Gas Bethune (R-Ark.) amend-
ment to the Zablocki (D-Wis.) amendment
prohibiting use of funds for binary chemical
munitions.

Adopted 232-181, July 22

Avote YESisa +

- 1Q Liberal Quotient: the rating of a Mem- A
ber determined by the percentage of
votes case, or paired live, in support of
liberal policy, measured against the @
number of votes counted. ADA does not
count votes taken when the office is va-
cant (V), or when the Member answers
“Present” (C) to avoid a possible conflict

of interest.

+ A vote which ADA believes to be in har-
mony with liberal policles.

~ A vote which ADA believes to be con-
trary to liberal policies. C

15. B-1 Bomber Dellums (D-Calif.) amend-
ment to delete $4.03 billion for the B-1
bomber.

Rejected 142-257, July 22

Avote YESisa +

16. Civil Defense Markey (D-Mass.) amend-
ment to reduce the authorization for civil
defense by $108 million.

Rejected 163-240, July 29

Avote YESisa +

17. Trident Il Downey (D-N.Y.) amendment
to delete $336.7 million for the Trident It
submarine-launched missile and $26 million
for modification of Trident subs to carry Tri-
dent |l missiles, and to add $26 million for
development of the Axe non-nuclear missile.
Trident Il will be capable of a first strike.
Rejected 89-312, July 29

Avote YESisa +

Key

tion,

tion.

-

18. Nuclear Freeze Broomfield (R-Mich.)
substitute—supported by the President—to
call for a nuclear weapons freeze by the
United States and the USSR at equal and
substantially reduced levels, instead of call-
ing for the two nations to decide when and
how to implement an immediate freeze. The
Broomfield substitute will allow continued
weapons build-up.

Adopted 204-202, August 5

AvoteNOisa +

19. U.S. Intervention Harkin (D-lowa)
amendment to prohibit use of funds to im-.
prove, construct, or expand any airfield in
Honduras.

Rejected 109-280, August 11

Avote YESisa +

20. MX Missile Addabbo (D-N.Y.) amend-
ment to delete $988 million for procurement
of five MX missiles. MX will be capabie of a
first strike.

Adopted 245-176, December 7

Avote YESisa + -

The Member was absent but officially
announced as favoring the liberal posi-

The Member was absent but officially
announced as opposing the liberal posi-

The Member did not vote or otherwise

indicate a position.

V  The Member was not in office when the
vote was taken.

P The Member answered “Present.”

The Member answered “Present” to
avoid a possible conflict of interest.

+& A live pair in favor of the liberal position. )
# A live or dead pair against the liberal *  Resigned.
position. 3 Died in office.
& A dead pair in favor of the liberal posi- ¥=7% In office for fewer than 10 of the votes

tion.

selected.
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