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Browns move
in the works

Modell confirms discussing deal
to relocate team to Baltimore

A Modelk "We're talking 1 can't say any more. Il be able th tell yuu more in three d.n)?.

Centenor is told
to write off assets,
ellmmate dividend

By V]NDU P wu

AN

l(lli'b-lmh-—lnupn entially
ruve blow ta Centerior Ene
‘orp. stockholders, state regula-
tors and a state consultant recor
mended yesterday that the trou-
bled ric utility be forced 1o
nx much as 44 percent of
1s worthless and possibly
minate its dividend.
, slafll analysts ot the
4 ities Commission of
hio sdid the commission should

rant’ the company's request tor

Increase its electric rutes, already
wmang the highest in the nation
That would mean an average
rate hike of 49 percent for cus-
tomers of Cleveland Electric llu-
minating Co., the Cenlerior w
that serves artheast Ohio, A lyr
ical residential customer would

see monthly hills rise from $67.90
1o SA9.15 in summer and (rom
£57.20t0 $62.85 in winter.

Regulators and a PUCO-hired
consultant, Hagler Ballly Caon-
sulting, said the suggested mea-
sures would improve Centerior's
financial health over the long
term and eventually lead 1o lower
rales.

In the short term, the cnmmu}
will continue to exist “on the
edge,” Hagler Bailly said in its

report

Centerior officials were scram-
bling yesterday to assess the im-
pact of the regulators’ proposal
which was released at 4 p.m
after sthe stock market cl
Centerior stock closed st $10 o
share, down 12.5 cents in New
York Stock Exchange Lr
yeaterday.
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CLEVELAND — Browns ma-
jority owner Art Modell ¢on-
firmed last night that he is dis-
cussing o deal that could end the
storied football team's 49-year re-
lationship with the city. He said
he would have more to say “in
three days,"

Sources fumilior with the deal
told The 4l
will appear with Maryland offi-
clals Monday to announce a .Iml
Lo move Ulr Browns there,
eventually play in a new stadi
next 1o (u'mh' Park ot Camden
Yards.

Though no details of the deal
are known, The Boston Globe re-
ported that Baltimore has offe
Modell roughly double the annual
studium revenue he gets in Cleve
land

Reached at his Waite Hill home
Ir.r.lnulsl Modell refused to com
possible move, saying
talking. 1 can't say
ible 1o rell you

T h: Balimore Sun in this
moming's editions reported that
Modell would appear of a news
conference in H’ﬂhmurn- Monday,

accompanied Mayor Kurt L

Schmoke und Maryland Gov. Par-

ening.

he would be in Bali-
y

However,
with reporters fram luur Ohla
newspapers, including The Plain
Dealer, carlier in the evening,
Maudell broke his sell-imposed si-
lence on the Stodium issue and
backed away from his February
1994 vow that he would never
move the Browns as long as his
family owned the team

“As [ as my prociamation that
1 would not move the team, that's
gone, that's null and void because
the game hus Lhuugtd umnuﬂ
Modell said e've sul-
ormous lasses in the last
s

¢ had "lost
years and the
Team was in no shape to sell

Pmne minister takes over
key duties from Yeltsin

By MARCIA KUSTEL
and JOSEPH ALBRIGHT

O N MR

MOSEOW — Russia's prime
minister has taken authority over
leading  government  ministries
from alling President Bonis Yelt-
sin, who appeared weak and
sometimes disoriented yesterday
in his first brief television ap-
I\enrum: since he was hospital-
zed cight days ago.

In o videotape played on all ma-
or news shows last night, Yeltsin,
i:u face puffed and speech a linde
slurred, dispelled questions over
whether he wm. comatose o
worse, But it wi the presi-
dent’s s:cnnd zation for
heart troubles m(uul months had
taken & serious ol 3

Speaking after a hull-hour vi
with Yeltsin at the Central

“coordinate™ work of the depart
ments of defense, security, inte-
rior and foreign ‘@ffairs, collec
tively known wos the crucial

“power” ministries.

.|II Iw) Questions.

Chernomyrdin -~ was  evasive
when asked whether Yeltsin had
“requested that he tuke on the ad-
ditional responsibilities. "1 could
read in his eyes that Chernomyr-
din needs to work more,” the
prime minister sald. Chernamy.
dm‘ who would take over as pﬂ.sl

dent il Yeltsin were inca)
tated, did not formally assume nm
mantle of head of state

The broadcast, which showed
Yeltsin seated in an casy chair
wearing a blue and white jogging
hlrlllil'ﬁ{ld the biiqtat Interruption
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Alfred Lemer: Browns minority
shareholdey,

oL

Bob Gries: Browns minority
shareholder.

A decade of debate. 12-A

NFL rules for moving a franchise, 12-A
A prul'lle of Art Modell 12-A
Questions and answers. 13-A

Will he or wonl he, asks columnist Bud

Shaw. 1-D

st

could suffer o similar loss.
Baltimore is offering something

camp in
slapped a moratorium on all Sta-
dium talks, saying he wanted to
focus i football. Modell had re-
fused to dise Sadium [ssue
or the Nov, 7 tax referendum to
help finance renovation of the
63-year-old lakefront facility

Hut rumars have swirled in re-
went d.l)'a that the Humllh were

The Browns of late have b
having dlllh:ullt ﬁJIm the St
dium, which halds 78,3 1‘ an
among the five largest in the N
~0n Thursday Mayor Michuel l-:
White s -hl there are now 24 vie

s for luxury loges. At one
time there was i long walting list

d that the Sta-
vated could now

. STADIUM12-A

lmpul.u
Now it appears that Cleveland

[ Inside

Typhoon sweeps Philippines

The most powerful typhoon in a decade rips throughthe Philippines,
churning up Mood waters that kill dozens of people, destroying

thousands of houses and cutting electricity toa third ofthe

count; 3-A
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Quickline

Free, last news updates: The Pluin Dealer Quickline delivers the
news all day. Call for the latest an President Clinton's weekly radio
address, Ext. 1206,

since he was b lized for o

ild heart atinck on Oct. 26
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Modell's stadium requests started long ago

By STEPHEN KOFF

und ALISON GRANT

PR BEALLR ST

CLEVELAND — For moce than

a decade, the Browns' majority
owner has warned that he wanted
o new or renovated place to play.
But it wasnt until recently that

ds began sounding omi-
Art Modell f‘lﬁd“d Just two
eArs f city.officials re-

ted his ||I=n for renovations,
the Browns would continue 1o
plny in the lakefront Stadium for
! the remainder of the lease, which
~expires afer the 1998 season.
deal,” Mndell said in
1993, “We'll live with it."
And he added: “I love Cleve.
lhnd. I want to stay in Cleveland."
Although Modell is not the
Browns' only owner, he has al-
ways heen its volce, Modell owns
51 percent of the team; his long-
time adversary Bob Gries has o

43 percent Interest, Modell's
friend and business associate Al-
fred Lernec.owns 5 percent, with
the remaining 1 percent held by
other paritners.

Modell began making piiches
for a new stadium in the mid-
19808, and in 1984 endorsed o
proposal for o new, $150 million
domed Il.l.ﬂl.\.lln“"lllll had been

by t

such @ lease from the baseball
team, Modell said in April 1986,
*the dome is dead."!

Beaides, Modell said, he liked
playing football in the open air
and on grass.

"“The only thing 1 want from the
clty is some kind of relief if the
Indians leave the Stadium,” he
said.

[ b

coulily
ers. When the property lox issue
to fund the domed stadium was
ut to voters in Moy 1984, it failed
gy a 2-to-1 ratio.

Modell did not give up. He ex-
pressed mild interest in another
domed-stadium propasal, this one
o six-slded I'm.lill',I with & retract-
able rool. Bul that proposal, from
a private firm, never got off the
ground.

The Indians were still a tenant
of Stadium Corp., the company
through which Modell manages
the Stadium, bul would not com-
mit to a long-term lease. Without

In 1986, Modell said”
hé favored & twin-stadium com-
plex llke that in Kansas City.
However, d he feared the
Central Market, where Gateway
would eventually go, was not
large enough for two stadiums.
The next year, Modell an-
nounced he would ask the city for
an option to extend his Jease ot
the existing Stadium until the
ar 2008, He also said he would
spend §7 million to $10 million to
yate the lake t park,
Legistation was introduced st
the City Council proposing that
Stadium Corp. be given two op-

_tions 10 extend its lepse I'ur lo

years each, In early 1989, ho

ever, Modall NUMuuhtd his blll
trextend his long-term lease at
the lakefront Stadium.

He reiterated his desire to s
in the Stadium in January 198
when plans were being discussed
o build Gateway. “’l‘all the city
fuihers o iry and do something
for the Indiuns alone," he sald.

But Modell wanted something
“done'" for the Browns, too. He
suggested improving the city-
owned Stadium,

By 1990, the city was mnvmu
forward on Gateway. Modell re-
that the Browns WWM
keep playing in the Stadium.
“The Stadium has & lot of pluses
and minuses,” he said, addin
that lhn pl.uir! “uulwulgh the
nuses.”

But the minuses apparently
started adding up a few years
later.

In September 1993, " Model

said: “We've uut!lve nralnlt an
our lease. Beyond t 1 dogt
Hﬁ sgid he wonted o massive
renovation. Funding was not es-
tablished for such a nnoulhn
But Modell said th
couldn't be Wﬂl'ked out, H
wig d continue to pm%9
Ihn s;ndlum through ! 8

Hlt was slightly less !IEI‘I.
within g slar% g‘n N
he said he needed q,m or rl.tw-
viled-stadium to make his team
cumpemiw with gthers in the
NFL. added: “You'll never
nelr‘me say, 'If 1 don" I nln lh!l.
I'm moving.' You can g
on that one. [ cunldﬂ’t Ii\m wllh
mysell iFI did that. I will say this:
The Cleveland Browns as an or-
ganization will expect only fair
treatment: There will be no de-
mands made. If they can't give us
fair treatment, which means that
we can't be competitive, then
that’s something we have to take
Into consideration.'

Former home of the Browns?

NFL rules on
moves shaky
after challenge

By TONY GROSSI

PLAGN LEALIR AFORTIR
The National Football Lengue
hes o specific set of guidelines
that spell out the conditions un-
ich a franchise can move

ues-
tionable whether those guidelines
have any resl power lo keep o
team from moving to o more lu-
crotive site,

Basically, an owner must prove
1o his fellow team owners and the
NFL commissioner that his team
is under a financial hurdship in
its current location because of a
run-down stadlum, that he Is
stuck with an unattractive lease
or poor attendance, and that he
has been unable to fix the situa-
tion through good-fuith negotin:
tions with city officials.

‘The guidelines have been in ef-
fect since December 1984 and
were an attempt (o restore order
to the league after controversinl
moves by the Oakland Raiders to
Los Angeles and the Baltimore
Colts 1o [ndianupolis, and the
ove of the Philadel:

s taken Jan, 25,

| This may be the last year a Cleveland Browns banner hangs off the Stadium If reports of the Browns moving to Baltimore are confirmed next week This photo was

TIALE GG [ FLAIN DEALER PHOTOGRAMIIER

‘We're talking,” Modell says of Baltimore's bid for Browns

STADIUM  reom 1-4

Al I want to da is compele,”
he said. “I'm not in this thing to
make money, I'm not in it 1o go
bankrupt, either. 1 have 0 do
whatever 1 have to do to protect
my funLIy nnd my franchise and
cmployes

‘In mlhlnu the move, Modell

risks further angering & football-
mad constituency already alien-
ated hy recent public relations
walTes such as the release of pop-
ular guarterback "IIh;nk Knrur

e hirin golan
nupcpullr.#mhlll coach,

“] cannot surrender 35 years of
living in this town overnight
say I'm o happy guy — of course
not,” Modell said last night. ““But
Thave to do what [ have to do — il
1 do that. I 1 go.”

Modell said he could wait no
longer for his opportunity to se-
cure a new stadium. He noted
that he didn't object to the $455
million Gateway sports complex
nmlcl. which provided a new
stadium for.the Indians and a
downtown basketball erens for
the Cavallers.

“Dye had hope that somethin
would here for six years,”
he said. ide on Gate-

&1

way 1o let that happen. If I wes
uulrt and [ wasn't the nice guy

rirnyed me as being, 1
Wul 've said ka what's the
deal for the Browns? before 1
sald OK. But no, I released my
tenant, T let him go over to Jacobs
Field, and I've heen suffering
losses ever since.”

E?' ounty officials re-
agted with uulim 1o the Browns
possible move. Issue 5 campaign

ratives met ot City Hall last
night to discuss weekend strat-
oy

"TIILI couldn't come at a worse
time," said  Cuy, County
Lee C. Weingart, a
co-chairman of the campaign. But
he gaid that supporters of the tax
will still urge voters to approve
the referendum mext wegk 1o
send n message 1o Modell.

.mu: the decline this year in
nee, the Browns Lradition-
ally have been anc of the best-

ed teams in Ilw NFL. Lo-
ratings are” the

! mm npumdiy. city offi-

@l m’pul up as

much us $174 milllen w help ren-
ovate the Stadium

Asked if he was working on
contingency plans to keep the
Browns in town, Mayor White in-
sisted yesterday he is concentrit-
ing on pussage Tuesday of Issue
5, the 10-year extension of the tax
on cigarettes and alcohol that
would partially fund Stadium ren-
ayations.

“Where we are today is an ef-

fort 10 put the last plece of public
Nnancing in place, so that the

leadership of this tl:nrm'unully :

within one week will have the
wbility to put forward to Art Mod-
¢ll, the Cleveland Browns and the
NFL a real, credible package that
will be among the top third in the
league so that the Browns will
nlﬁ in Cleveland,” the mayor
sald,

Cleveland City Council presi-
dent Juy Westbrook said of the
Browns' potential departure: 1
think it's a real blow 1o this com-

munity, and if it proves to be true,
it's a real betrayal of the com-
Art Modell

mmitment  that

made."”

He was referring o Modell's
moralorium on Studium discus
sions vntil ofter the Browns' sea-
son ended.

Shoker Heights  investment
banker Paul Carleton, chairman
of the Issue 5 Committee, said the

of Issue 5 is important,
not only to show Modell the uhr
means business, but a
that point to the 'NFL.

Carleton said there still is hope
that the city can get the league lu
halt the move. “The league
approve,” he said.

Carleton said the ballot Jan-
gusge stotes that the sin lax
would not be extended unless or
until-a franchise sgreement is
signed. He sald the language does
not specify an agreement with the
Browns and, at least in theory,
«could mean with another team.

Former city Council President

Modell used borrowed funds
from banks to buy Browns

By TONY GROSSI
FLADS CEALLN RIPURILE.

Art Modell wos 35 years old
when he completed the purchase
of the Browns in 1961 for a then-
record sum of $3.925 million! He
borrowed most of the money frim
Cleveland banks.

‘The Broaklyn, N.Y., native — n

high school dropout — had ne

hun 10 Clcw:lnnd He bought lhe
because they were

nn )x N

L{:am for sale.

I's experience and con-
tacts in |.hc burgeoning television
industry in New York made him
nn instant force an the NFL's
Broadcast Commitiee.

He and  then-Commissioner
Pete Rozelle negotiated 584 bil-
lion worth of l:nmrlﬂl with the
networks that increased the value
of NFL franchises to the current
level of close to $200 million,

Locally, Modell attained celeb-
rity status in his early years os
Browns owner. He was. consid-
ered Cleveland’s most eligible
bacheloe until the summer ef
1969, when, 8t age 44, he married

former Hollyw: anuu Pat-
ey ok el Las
took place in egus.
Pat had two so I[:ze vi-

ous MArTisge — Jnhn‘ nnh‘“

and David, 34 — whom Modell
quickly adopted. John is a musi-
cian and composer living in Los
Angtlcl Dnvid is o Browns vice

lruw:r within the NFL
Imd wll league owners were
ruf?ely self-made men like him-
who had no other businesses
10 full back on, They got in on the
ground floor and saw their Invest.
ments skyrocket In value as the
league enjoyed uhfathomable
BUCCEsS.
‘The source of Modell's power in
the léague was his great sense of
humor. He was e, cord]
and charming, and it nllawd him

George L. Forbes, who helped
keep the Cleveland Indians here,
said he w surprised by the
developme

When Art |Mudrlll declared o

ratorium o couple of months
sgo on making stotements about
the issue, | kind of suspected it
mluln come about,” Forbes said,

hate 1o see it huppen. It's a losy
—a hell of & loss.”

Stanley Trupo, the mayor of Be-
rea, where the Browns' training
camp is located, said last night
that the team's players, coaches
and other employeees pay about
55600,000 yearly in income taxes
to the suburb.

About $350,000 of that is used
W pl_sllhe city's share of a 52 mil-
lion debt ining on

The $13 million complex is
owned by Berea and leased (o the
Browns [or 30 years, The suburb
would try 1o lease the center to
other businesses if it were aban-
doned by the Browns, said Trupo.

Under the terms of the Stadium
lease between the city of Cleve-
lund and the private company
that Medell controls, the com-
pany would owe the city $500,000
In domages for bresking the
lease.

The 25-year lease, which ex-
pires in 1998, requires that the
Browna remain os tenants for the
full term. In the event that the
team moved, Modell's Stadium
Corp. would owe Cleveland the

200,000

i
phia Eogles to Phoenix,

The guidelines require ap-
proval by three-fourths of the
clibs (23 of the 30 1eams) before
an owner may move a franchise.

‘T set the process in motion, «n
owner must notify the commis-
sioner with a writlen “statement
of reasons” for his desire to move.
It must be submitied by mid-Feb-
ruary the year in which he
wishes 1o begin play in the new
Jocation.

The owner must present a de-
toiled analysis of the club's exist-
ing stadium lease; a comparison
ol its home rev=rmudwll.h I.‘nnue
averages; past and project
ticket sales ul. bath the existing
and proposed locations; and audi-
ted Minancial statements for the
preceding four seasons.

The owner also must include an

assessment of the suitebility of
the club's existing stadium, costs
of and prospects for making any
desired improvements to the sta-

dium, and the status of efforts fo="

negotiate  such improvements
with the stadium authority.

commissioper evaluates
the relocation requests based on
the !’ullnvrlnx factors:

contributed to the need for relo-
cation; the financial health of the
team; whether there have been
good-faith negotiations between
the owner and tThe appropriate
authorities to Improve the situa-
tion and the location of the pro-
jposed franchise.

The owner has the chance o
stute his case in froat of his fellow
owners, after which the matter
cames to a vole,

The NFL's legal counsel has
said there is no rigid formula of
how mony of the criteria an
owier must meet o win approval
1o move his franchise,

Raiders owner Al Davis, whose ™

definnt move of his leam from
Oakland 10 Los Angeles in 1982
helped prompt adoption of the
guldelines, is once pgain testing
‘whather the league can slop an
owner who chooses to relocate
without approval of his

leagues, A

Davis earlier this year declured
that he was the Raiders
buck to Oakland and did not sup-
ply the Iemwe with the required

tion cost for the Browns training
facility, which opened in 1991,
Trupa, who has campalgned for
the sin tax extension, sald o con-
tract between the Browns and Be-
rea requires that the team pay for
the training center if it leaves.

X =annual rent
for each year of the

The NF L Elllsd'{]l\fli '1t did um:

lense, according to the pgree.
ment.

Piain Dealer reporters Jomes
Ewinger, David V. Sartin, Ste-
phen Koff and Tony Grossi con-
tributed 10 this report.

Arnt andul talks to reporters duﬂnga news conference eariler this
monl

10 become o consensus-maker,

As his aries died off,
Modell's power waned. A new
breed of owners ba!.?

Men who had made nrmnu
5-were the only

nﬂn able to afford un: ‘huge fran-

chlu‘ fees the league com-

Th.u new breed of owners had
different demands for new reve-
nue’shurces to pay nft their debt.
They changed the rules of
the was openled They
nulle?g!ndll from the Broadeast
Committee in\1992 and repliced
him with Dallgs Cowbays owner

ty—itys one of the few remaini

Jerry Jones.

Today, Model| is in the minor-
owtl-
ers whose sole source of income
is his tearm. The sdvent of free
ngengy in 1993 forced Modell to
seak new sources of revenue to
mlly keep up, with the

“I'm not in the oil business. |
don't heve shopping malls. Ninery
percent of my family's net worth
15 in the Cleveland Browns,"
Modell said in an interview in

carly 1994. “And if | find my
pockets aren't deep enough 10
compete, then 1 ml,lg‘l have to re-
view my oplicns.”

Now 70, Modell survived a mas-
sive heart attack in 1983 that led
o quadruple bypass surgery. He
needed further surgery two days
later to correct several complica-

Modell also walks with a limp,
the result of an artificial hip im-
plantedgn 1593, '

ht o nlu or :lw prnriu th(
wu d result from the move back
1o Ookland. DuvLs countersued,
and both legal actions are pend-

ing.

Is year, the Rams de-
clured umlr intent to move from
Anaheim to St. is, which had
been secking a nplaumem for
the Cardinals, lured awsy Io
Phoenix in 1987,

The lesgue initially tried to
block the move to St. Louis, with
the owners vaoting 21-3, with six
abstentions, to deny it. The Rams,
§t. Louis efficials and the Mis-
souri uttorney general threatencd
1o sue the NFL if it continued to
nbsr.nu:l. the leam's relocation

The NFL backed down, subse-
uently negotiating n deal with
aama owner Georgin Frontiere
that allowed the rest of the 1eams
to share in some of the revenue
generated by the move.

Apparently spurred by the suc-
cess of the Rams and Raiders and
the uncertain status of the guide-
lines controlling franchise moves,
other teams are y mulnu

10 relocate o more
ble cities. Besides the mvm;,

_ they includethe Tampa Bay Buc-,

cangers, who are negotiating with
Orlando, and the Houstan Ollers,
wha ve announced o t-

ent to move to Nashville no
lllardnn 199?

r teams that have
pressed diaul.hl’lcﬂm wlth I.er
md.[um ;ltuulm]l’lmmdml_uve :u
cussed the possil moving,
“bit who. hiws. not paet laked
‘with ' specific :luu. in:lude lba

Cincinnati , Seattle

hawks, Chicago Bears, New Enj
land :Fmrlmnllnd An' Clnﬂ
nals. "
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