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uChiou might be an unfamiliar name for the general public, but
W as for my first time stepping off of Taiwan's main island and be-
ginning my service on the outer island, WuChiou is a familiar yet unfamil-
iar place for me. What I am familiar with the place is the “WuChiou inspec-
tion office”, which is located half way up the DaCiou Mountain, but I am
unfamiliar with everything else on the island. Ever since last October, when
I boarded the naval vessel and traveled 7 hours to the WuChiou's anchor
zone, then transferred to the naval landing craft, then finally being able to

stepped onto the land, that is when I began to learn about WuChiou.

WuChiou is divided into Da (big), and Siou (small) Chiou. It is lo-
cated between Kinmen and Matzu, which is 18 Nautical Miles away from
Matzu's birthplace, the Meizhou island. It is also located 80 Nautical Miles
away from Taichung Harbor. The local residents called WuChiou as the
Turtle Island. When you look at the island from the sea, DaChiou looks like
a turtle, and SiouChiou appears to be like an alligator. DaChiou is about
0.82 square kilometers, and SiouChiou is about 0.4 square kilometers. There
is a 950 meters trench separating the two islands. The local people call it the
black ditch, which has a tough undercurrent. Any one who is unfamiliar

about the situation will have difficulty piloting any boat through the area.

WuChiou was abundant in its fish before, especially during spring
and fall seasons when fish are the most bountiful. Before 1949, the fisher-
men living along the coastline of the Fujian area often went there to catch
fish. This has turned WuChiou into a temporary haven for the fishermen.

However, in 1949 when civil

war erupted in China and it
was taken by the communist
party, the residents in the
Fujian and Zhejiang areas
began to evacuate to the
island. From that time on,
WuChiou had became a
Guerrilla base for fight-
ing against communist
China. In 1952, the Anti-
Communist National
Salvation Army, en-
listed by the govern-
ment, had retreated
from China to WuChiou.
There was no return to China, so the people in
the army married the local residents and settled there. Then, in 1973,

our navy sent the marines to take over the duty of guarding the island.

To the residents in WuChiou, it is very common to transfer from a
larger vessel to a smaller vessel in the middle of the sea. The naval transport
vessel that arrives once every 10 days is the only outgoing transportation

the people on the island have. As for the people working and studying out-
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side of WuChiou, it is a long slow journey to go home. Although WuChiou

is seen as a part of Kinmen County, it does not have a boat that can go
directly to Kinmen. The people who wish to travel to Kinmen must first go
to the main Taiwan island to be able to get on the military ship that goes to
WuChiou, which only goes around once every ten days. Therefore, it is an
important event for the residents and the military personnel when the ship
arrives. The ship brings supplies, and it also brings everything including
clothing and food the people on the island need. The people there can only
read newspapers once every ten days and eat fresh fruit and vegetables
once every ten days. Even more importantly, the ship brings the water sup-

ply they need to survive on.

WuChiou, an island under Kinmen county's jurisdiction, is still a
military controlled zone. It has belonged under the jurisdiction of Fujian
Putien's Meizhou Island. In 1949, before China had fallen to the commu-
nists, WuChiou was an important resting spot during the fishing season
for the people on Meizhou Island. The following war had disconnected the
fishermen from their gold mine. It has also disconnected the path for the
people of WuChiou to return home. Most of the people there escaped from
Meizhou Island to WuChiou, which is only two hours away because of the
war, but they would never have thought they would be staying there for

over half a century.

The civil war had ignited the cannon fires from the WuChiou's mili-
tary base. The hate created by political disputes has created the Anti-Com-
munist National Salvation Army. Most of the soldiers have retreated to
WuChiou after the Mainland had fallen, which has created the magnificent
story of "preserving WuChiou." Most of the veterans had served the Anti-
Communist National Salvation Army to fight in the war, and they have
finally settled on the island for around 50 years. The only school, the Wu-
Chiou elementary school was demolished, and there are no job opportuni-
ties on the island. The young people have left the island to study and work
on Taiwan's main island. The only residents left on the island are those
who cannot adjust to life in Taiwan. As time goes by, those youths who
spilled their sweat and blood during the war have became happy, simple

o
residents in WuChiou.

(The author is currently with the WuChiou Inspection Office, Coastal Pa-
trol Corps 3, Central Coastal Patrol Office, Coastal Patrol Directorate Gen-

eral)
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