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Abstract: This article discusses the relationship between man and nature in the Confucian tradition.
In a comparative perspective, the defining character of Chinese way of thinking lies in its “correlative
mode of thinking” . Baptized in this Chinese tradition of “correlative” thinking, the Confucian philosophers
argue that man and nature constitute a “continuum” and form “one body”. Both sorts of relationship
between man and nature, according to Confucianism, are based on the fact that man and myriad of things
in the universe share the common attribute of benevolence. Moreover, the Confucian philosophers believe
that these two kinds of relationship between man and nature are made possible by the enlightenment of
mind — heart.
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