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The Sudy of the Pirate, Tsai Chien, Who
|nvaded Taiwan In 1805

Chien-Sheng Wu

National Cheng Kung University Ingtitute of History

ABSTRACT

During the Emperor Chiaching period of the Ching Dynasty, Tsai Chien headed
the pirates to extend the power rapidly in the southeast coastland of Mainland China
However, these actions caused the group shortage of materials. Moreover, they had to face the
pressure of the capture from navy of the nation. According to the above factors, forced Tsai
Chien to left the Fujian and Zhegjiang sea areas where he was very familiar with,
and move to other areas to avoid encircling and suppressing from the national navy. Base on
the past experience of attacking Taiwan, Tsai Chien leaded his troops toward the east inland,
Taiwan. However, because they were underestimate the defense capabilities of Taiwan and
unfamiliar with the environment and climate, the action failed in 1804. Tsai Chien luckily got
away. After making the positive preparations, Tsai Chien soon attacked Taiwan again and
extended the war to the whole of Taiwan in November of 1805. In this action, Tsai Chien tried
to overthrow and named himself as a king by plundering Huwei , Tamsui ,
occupying Feng-Shan , atacking Tainan ,and chasing or even to kill the
government officials. The action could be regarded as the biggest chaos after “Shuang-wen
Lin uprising” in Taiwan history. After besieging Tainan for a long time,
however, Tsai Chien cauld not make a breakthrough effectively. On the other hand, it was also
a chance for the Ching government to deploy its forces and to send reinforcement. When the
final battle started, Tsai Chien tried to obstruct the national navy by sinking ships in the
Luermen estuary . Although he displayed his determination for the battle, he still
failed in fighting against the Ching's force, which combined the national troops and the
Tainan volunteers. Finally, 2 February, 1806, the battle, which lasted more than four months,
was ended, and the revolt was suppressed because of the victory of the Ching government.
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