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—_— Tho regular monthly mooting of tho New York
Division, ERA, will be hold 8 pm, Friday, April
*\/" e F ']' ! 1\.§ I 29, 1960 in Room !'C' of the Fourth Floor YMCA,
"? il 4 0 MU T ponn Station, New York. Doors open 7 pm. Use

o~

i | Elevator at 8 Ave. & 32 St. entrance -and turn
‘ right as you loeave the elevator.
NS C - ENTERTAINMENT - . . =
_— Color Movies Trolley Vignettes ty Jos, & Richard Broun
- Canade, Midwest & Local Seemes 19541959 : SR

THIS MONTH'S MEETING IS BEING HELD ON THE FIFTH FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 1950

M T Rk T — e —————— G 0 | ———

*  IRT SERVICE LISTING starts Pagze 2; Canal Street Subway Story om p. 7. |
. — g a3 - ) -
The PARK & RIDE lot at the "estchester Ave. Yards of .the IRT Pelham .
- ILine has closed and the special train sarvice into the yard with pas-.
songers for the Park & Ride has been discontinued. A .now Park & Ride

lot is to be constructed at tho IND Grant Ave. station near the Queens
end Brooklyn dividing line.

. NZCTA 1s consldering morc sorvice cuts and changes on the EMT. The
“  Fourth Ave. Local would be rerouted through Massau Strcet and combined
~ with the BT Jamalca Line. Pcrhaps the rcason is that both lines use
two greoen marker lights, . The Brighton Local would run via tunnel and’
to Astoria at all hours. Ferest Hills service would be provided by the
Beighton Express. However, NYVCTA ‘plans to run the Brighton Exp. in
rush-hours only, Perhaps therc would be no mid-day EMT to Forest ‘Hills.

IRT SERVICE CHANGES are irminent now that we have published the present .

: services. Covered slgns showing the new hours of operation have beon |, -

~ seon at ‘the Nevins Street 1IRT station 1n Brooklyn. Avcording to reports,

=~ ths main effect would be L¢ have orosent owl service start at ¢ pm. -

. However, Pelham trains would te extended to Soutn Perry and the Brolklyrw ..
terminals would be reversed. Presently all trains rur, local on Iexingto: ™

£ Ave. -affer 9 pm, Monday through Friday. See Page 8ix for later daallsl oy

PLATFORM EXTENSIONS are to te started this year on the IRT statisns et
Faw 1,008 Ave., Sutter Ave. and Rockaway Ave., Brooklyn, also Boro Hall,

- siiantlec Ave. and Uvfca Ave. This is probebly for operation -6f new. -
r«™s {in 1C-car trains) on Lexington Ave. expresses. Next year Btookiyn
zcations of the 7 Ave. line will be lengihened. Perheps, iJ+«car trains

. 721 be restorecd to the 'Test Side expresses aftor the job is completed., - -
¢sension of BMT platforms to accommodate 10 ear IND end © car BMP . .

trains is schoduled as follows: Sea Beach and West End Exp.-stations i
to start -in 1961; Pourth Ave. Local stations in 1962 end Bightoti S
ctations in 1963. No schedule has been announced for Eastorn Div, ?ﬂ.“. 1
‘ S P : SO S PES: IAEAr) S (IO ST
ZMT 2000'a continue to bo "modernized." Most are 25001ts ‘and 2700w, w:ll %l
The outsides are not painted .as were .the sampie cars,. Approval ‘has dbeen - .
given for another 189 in addition -to the present 200 baing done.Dne 3—;1«’3‘;&‘%“
+ roport says the 189 will be "speeded-up." Lo TR
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APRIL 1960 NET;YORK DiBISIOH CRA BULLZTIN PAGE 2

A SUMARY OF SERVICES -'Gl“ THE- IRT DIVISIOYW, FYCTR (Fobi‘uary ‘29, 1960)
By Alecx Fricdlander, Arthur Lonic & HEoary Raudenbuch

Car Types: All IRT cars.arc 51 fcot long but therc arc now four basie
typcs, nonc of which can be bperated with any other- type:

Low V.Built before 1925 . . o .

Fliver, Built as High V and converted to Low V. 0ld typec contrcllerc,
Murbera 4037-4160 (motor) and L161-4214 (trailor).

Steinwey, Red line under number, World's Fair cars includcd in this
group, . ) -

D~Trpec or SITE. Build sinec 1947 and can opcrate with any ‘other.
R=-12 5703-5802, R-14 5803-5952,'R-15 5953-5999 & 6200-6252 uscd con 7
R-17 6500-6899 used on routes 1, 2, 3 and 6 (i and 9 weckcndg)
R-21 7050=~7299, R=-22 7300-77L9 uscd on routcs 1, 2, and 3(5 & 9 vknd)
R-26 7750-7859 uscd on routc 6 (Single cnd kcpt in pairg)

Ilarkcrs: the light over the nmotorman®s ccb is given first,
Routc numb-rs arc offiecial but'lcttch'a;C'not.' '

1 BROADWAY LII'E o I L
Cors: Base and Ruch 8, Tlekends 6, Owl 4; All R-Typc,
1A 242nd St-South Ferry moking 21l ctops. Uscs outer loop at South
Ferry. Runs cll hours cxcept when 1C opecratcc, ' .-
llarkers; Red-Red HFADAY: lon-Fri-Basc 10, Rush 6, northbcund
rush FIl 3; Night 12, Owl 20, 3at.6, Sun 8, Sct-Sun night 8,

1B 137th St-South Fcr v neking cll :toés. Mon—?ri lcaves 137th St,
5:3L AM-11:35 P, loaves Scuth Forry 6:11 Al-172:26 AL .
Yarkers: MRite -Red, HEAD AY: Buoo 10, Ruch 6, Iligat 12,

IC 242nd St-South Fertry. Samc cs 1A but does not Sstop at 191, 181,
157 or 145 Strects, Leave 242nd St, 7:24-8:24 ALl (Southbound only)
Harkere: Yellew-Rcd HEADYAY: 6, N6 Fil Oper-tion _

1D Dyckman (200th) St-South Ferry making all stops. Lv Dyckman St o
7:3L4=8:28 ALl and 3:46wb:L6 Pli, 'Lv So, Ferry 8:25-9:03 AM
In PII returns to 242nd Strect as 1A,
farkets: Grccn~Red HZADWAT: 6.,

2  7th AVENUE~-BRONX EX°RESS , a ‘
Cars: %aso and)Rush 9 (A11 types); Sat 6, Sun 6, Night 6, Owl 5
R types : .
<A Dyre Avcnuc or E, 180th St.-Ncw Lots Avcnuc making all stops cxcept
between 96th St and Chambers 5t where it is ar «xvress,
HEADWAY: Basc 10, Rush 5-6; Sat 8, Sun 10, Nigh: 10-12
Traing to and from &, 180th St - lMarkers Grecen-Yellow
Mon-Fri : sat . Sun
Lv E 180th St 5¢02 AI=12:18 AN 5112 Al=12426A0 6:33 A-12:18 &AM
Lv New Lots AV 5:36 /3= 1:10 A 5:58 A= 1:11 Al 7:25 All= 1:11 AM

Approximd£e Runn1ng time Now Lots to Times Squafo 39 min, Non Rush
' i . to L5 nin, Rush
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L  LEXONGTON - JEROME EXPRESS

APRIL 1960 " YORK DIVISION ERA BULLETIN PAGE 3

Alternatc trains run past E, 180th St to Dyrc Avc during thc following

hours. For thc othcr timcs sce Route 9. Markers: Grocn-Rcd :
o - Mon=Fri . Sat

: Sun
Leave Dyrc Ave 5:22 AM-8:29 PMi’ 7:28 AM58:37 P ~8:1;6AM--8:1+2PM

- Lecave New Lots Ave

Pass Times Squarc (NB)  6:20 AM-7:42 PM  6:41 AM-7:L7 Fi 8:08AN-7 :L9PX

2B 7th Ave-¥hitc Plains Express. Runs Owl Scrvice, Markers: Ycllow=Rcd
Opcratcs from E, 241st St to Flatbush Ave making cxprcss.stops only

between 96th St and Chambers St.. - '
Mon=Fri Sat

. Sun
Lv E 2415t St 12:19 Alf-L:41 AM . 12:19 AM=4:51 AM  12:20AM-6:12 .

Lv Flatbush Ave  1:07 AM-5:25 AM  1:08 AM=5:L6 AM  1:08AMe7:12 X
Two trains run from Flatbush to E 180th St only carrying Grecen~Grocen

morkers, iv Flatbush 12:52 AM, Tuc-Sat and 6:49 PM, Mon~Fri
$ % AVENUE-LENOX EXPRESS

Cars and Headway same as Routc 2(Exc, Rush, 4-5 min)

-

34 145th St and Lenox Avc-Flatbush Ave making cxprcss stops only betweern

96th St and Chambers St. )
lon=-Fri Sat

: Sun

Lv l45-Lenox  5:25 A=12:42 AM  5:35 Ale12:37 AM 7:06 AMe12:42 M
Lv Flatbush 5:34, AM=12:56 1 5:55 AM=12:56 AM $:22 AM-12:53 M
Notec: 145th St-<Lcnox Lve Station is closcd when this scrvice is not
opcrating, prcsently the only TA station with partetimc scrvice,

Harkers: Red-Whitc

3B The 3A scrvicc is supplomented with cxtra trips between 145th Ste

Lenox ive and New Lots .ve os below (liarkers: Red-Green)
Lv li5th-Lenox 8:20, 8:44, 9:07 .M and 5:03 pit .
Lv New Lots Ave 6:57 A end betweoen 3:10 and }:4i4 Pl

Cars: Basc and Ruch 10; Sat-Sun 7: Owl 5. All Low=V

ki MWoodlawn-Ltlantie Ave making CxXprcss stops south of 125th St, only,

Markers: Greoene-Red

AU Woodlawn~Utica Ave samc as above., Markors: Greon-Green
4N Woodlawn-New Lots Ave as above but noking all ‘local stops from

Franklin Ave to Now Lots. Markers: Green-¥hite, In addition ccrtain
trains to and from the yards do not stop at Kingston- or Nostrand
Avcs, Trains lcaving Woodlawn at 5:;8 am and 11:06 pr on Sat and

2

lecaving Now Lots ive at 6:32% & 6:46
Sun skip thesc two stations,

northbound trains passing

IM Mon-Fri and 11358} /M
Notc: Soythbound tralns lcaving Woodlawn from 6:41 to‘8§28 Al

and
125th St from 4:46 to 6:07 P de. not

stop at 138th St using ccnter track betweoen 138th and 149th-Gd, Cons,

, Lv Woodlawn - : Lv Brooklyn .
Mon~Frl 4N 11:38PN~ 5:24AM 12:503/1~ 6:464N1
R LU . 5:36.0= 9:00.M " 6:50 21=10:16 AM
' LA 9:08/M- 2:25:M . 10333 AM- 3334 BM
o - LU 2:33PM-11:36PM 3:33 P=12:L9 AM
Sat LN 11:48T0 533442 12:503.A1% 63593AM
LU  5:46.,0~11336P1 7:02 [1=12:51 AM -
Sun LN 11:487- 6:31A01 12:505/0= 732231
| LA 6:43M1-10855.01 7:5L Alm=122068U

LU 11807.2~11:367:1 12:2]1 Pi=12:49 P4

" HEADWAY: Bage 19, Rush 5, Sat 8, Sun 10, Night 10-12, Owl 20, .

’l" o

.
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_north of,Bowling Grcen :
"Ly Gun Hi111*R4. 7:10802;, Lo 241 St 8:20.M, Lv 180 St 3:4L, 3:54

sExprcss stops squth of 125th St. and Lexington Ave. 14
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. LEAINGTON = WHITE PL.INS R0.D LINE

_"Carg: Basc znd Rush 10, Night 7; Low V or Flivvers
S ... Sat=Sun 6-7; R Typo or Low ¥ |
E." 2415t Bt-%hitc Plaing Rond and [tlantic Avcnuc 3rooklyn noking

. I' : ‘,‘.{ i -
Greon' fers: hite

§amckas above but cxtqordcd to Utiea Ave, larkers White-Red

Ag o4 above fromo 2L1ct St. to Bowling Green. Then to South TFerry,
Yarkers: ‘Rcd-Green, This iz the night crd weckend. scrviee but
ccrtain rush=hours troins un to South Ferry carrying passcngers
ard only northbound in the PY ruch.

& quy PH.;(PM light) Lv S},F.'Q:Bléﬂ, L:i37, L:L7 ard 5:23 T,

o L ~ " Southbound . Northbound
son=Fri- 5T L:53-078:4,9 ay ¢ 5U 5555 A-10:21 .1
T 5. 8:57 A2=2:16 P : 2: 10:38 A= 3:37 PrI
gg ggg gi—gé52 P 5U 23:36 %= 6:5L e
| - 09 Pr-12:17401 S _ 7:18 E = 1:26 /M
Sat - 5UT B0 TgTog g - %u T 5385 LT B <
o 2S5 B:16 [1-12:17.01 ¢ 53 JiZL [0= 126 [t
SuRy 38T LBiRk LT-1Zavas T 537 75T 5 R~
2&158t-Flatbush‘Ava scrvice in rush hour§: Saﬁc as 5U to Fronklir

5N

O™

SL
X

Ave., thcn loczl to-F}atbush LVCe Morkors: thite=Ycllow
Southbound truoins bHods Grand Central 6:45-7:49° A1 and L:L9~5:36 M
Norhbound traing lcove Flatbuch ve, 7:33-8:32 .0 ord 5:32-6:21 PM
9 trains ian .2° and 6 trcing in PO - '

241 St-llcw Lots ‘ve cervice to and from the yards. Sanc os 5U to
Utlca cond then all ctops to YNew Lots. !mrkerz: Thito-thitce

Mon-Fri Lv N-ow Lotg 5:L4%, 6:28%, 6:49%, 7:13%, 7:19% .27, 352},
4:022%, L:42% & 5:1L3 77" " Southbound treins pase Grond Central at
2:10, 5:42, 6:00, 6:206, 6:36 & 6:46 F-. Sat. ‘troing Lv MNew Lots

C 5475, 52591, 6:11% .77 ond run local to Frarklin, -

Certain rush-hour trains to tho yards carry passcngers to E 238 3t.
only. lorkcrs: Rcd=-Rcd, Nortzbound trains pags Grand Ccntral ot
8:L0, 8156, 9:02, 9:12,°9:45 .13 L:L8, L:58, 5:12, 5:18 ¢ 5:21, DI,
Thru cxzprcss scrvice norhbound in the PM rush and southbound in

the Al rush skipping all stotions between 149th St-3rd ive ond

Gun Hill Road cxccit E, 180th St, ‘ . S .

Lv E 241 St: 6:42-8:20 Al Dagss 149 St-cd. Cone., MNorthbound 4:50-615

HE.DYAYS: Base 10, Sat 8, sum 10, Rush hours 3 1/3,
- LEXINGTON - PELHAM BLY LTNE R

’ Core: Basc, Rush ard Sat 8, Sun €, Owl 4., R-17 & R-26

Pelham Bay Park and Brocriyn Bridgc nmcking all steps. Markcrs:

Red-Red: Runs all-hours cxacpt when 6X 1z in operction, HZ.DVLLY:

Base 10, Rush 4~6, Set &, Sun 7, Night 8, Owl 2).

177 St, Parkchestcer and srooklyn Bridgc making @1l stops.

imrkers: Vhite-Red, Lv 77 st 6:&1433-5:56 FIl; Lv B, B, 7:29 AlM-6:4Ah

Scnme as 6P but skips .all stations botweed 177 St and 138 St-3rd Jve

cxeept Hunts Point ive. opcrates ‘southbound in A7 rush and rorth-

bound in P!l rush. ; SR o _ g

%va Pclhan Bay 6:34~10:02 45 Lv .B.B. 3:41-6:50P1%, Markcers: Ycllow-
ca, - o . : i . -

-
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. Dyre 4ve 1linc), We shall'essign 78 '-t'o‘tr;i'(':"‘I’hird sve. line,

South Ferry, Fer iater details, see Page 6 oy

AFRIL 1960 '+ NEV YORK DIVISION ER. BULLETIN . PIGE 5

FLUSHING LINE ‘ ‘ c ‘ |

Cers: Base and Ruch 9, Stt and Sun 6, Owl 3-6
Tincs Squerc to Main Strect ncking cll ctops. Runc 2t all hours
cxccpt from L:4L4-5:55 Pl lirkcrc: Red-Red, HEADWLY: Basc 6

. . I ’
Rush 4, Sut 6, Sun €, Night 8-12, 'Owl 20, - ‘ L

Tirics Sqdarc: cid W{llcts Poirt Blvd, making all stops, Iv Willits
8:30, 8:35..2% 5:2725:42. & 6:17 Bf.cLv Tincs Squarc 4:48-5:51 P,
Tincs Squarc tolllth: 8%, neking all ‘ghops, 'Imrkori:!:;"ivmitc--Rcd_..

Lv 111 St 7:08-8:56 .M; 2:27-3:27 and 3:54=5:09 P, -In the AL

& nurber of trains lcave Times Square and oporc'gc l;ght to 11lth

St or Willits Ppint Blvd 7:56<10:07 AM. - .
Tizcs Sgquarc and 1lain -St. naking cxprecs$ stops only, Qpcrates -
irbound in AT and outbound in P (wcekdays: only). larkers: Yellow
Rcd  HIWD'ZY: Base 16, Rush 4. Lv Moin St 6:29-9:56 AlT. Lv Tincs
Sguzre 3:;01-7:32 FIi, _ ‘ ‘ e, o T
Routc 8 wos officially dcsignated to the Astoria Linc. The els
and shuttles werc assigned no routc..nunbers., (Except 9 for the

TUIRD LVENUE LINE L
Cars 6 Stainway [No World's Fair) Iftrkers: ‘Rcd-Red C

fokes 2ll local stops botw.ch Gun. Hili Road ond - 149th St,-Third

4vCe Opcratee -all hours, HR.D'..Y: Basc 12, Rush 5, Sat 15,

Nights end Sundny 20, 0wl 30: . -

L .
Jre s
3

DYRE AVENUE SEUTTLE SERVICY - . .~ - . o
Cers 3 (usually R-Types) larkers: E-od-Red L BT

cct 180th St-Dyrc iLvcruc naking all stops. Opcratcs when-Routo 2

docs not opcrate through to Dyrc Ave, HELDVLY: lon-Sat 18, Sun 20,

-Owl scrvice as follows: Lv Dyrc 12:38,°1:03, 1:33,. 2:13; 2:53; "-- .

3128, 4106, 4141 5:21(Sat-%un) Lv E 180 St 12:42, 1:12, 1750, .
2130, 3:10, 3:45,:4:25, 5:05(8cs-sun) | .

; \

PR
AN

42nd STREET SHUTTLE 'orlds Fair Cars Marker's: Rod-Rod. Times Squarc

ard Grand Cchtral, HE.DWAY Basc L%, Rush 23, owl 10. Runs gll '
hour's’“-' b . o : . S S . " C - )
BOWLING GREEN SHUTTLE Two spicial Low-V éars, Morkers: RediRed
Bowling Green cnd South Ferry, *Opcrates when 55 docs rnot,
HELDYLY: Base 5, Rush 4, owl 15, o

7 . . Py . g R .
NCTE: ;Qﬁf i;ﬁ’rcp 1,23960, 211 Lexington Ave,  trafns becgon oper-
ating as’locals‘after 92! on Honday-Fridey. nights in conncetion -
with constPuctidn of an CXpress §top-at59th St. Plang-arc to
institute ow! scrvicc at 9 P! cach -night with tho following changcs,
kex-Jorone trains reroutcd to’ Flatbuch Ave., 9th CAvawgito Plaing -
Foad trafns reroutcd to Now Lots Ave and Lex<Pcihan cxtended to -

'-'UJ.;" .. .

S RPN R 2 t L PO S § 11 SR U T
Rush -Hour ‘Serviced operatc’Monday to Fridey only, of [fizvri dawbsrne e
CrTren T AR IR A5 PR S IR Umemiodt - 20 &) Huant ool

LT indicetes Light- No Posscngors 702, v Lo gar. Fad E0iisws Fuslege ot
. T S I ‘;'“,_ oW et o2 enlatd (alaege malioooe

i,

Ack’riowlcdg'ézﬁ"c’ﬁt to lartin. Schiaenc

\
for help in prcharing this Bulleti
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IRT CHANGES IN SERVICE -~ APRIL 8, 1940

The 1list of IRT Services was planned to be more descriptive than it appears
on pages 2~5 of this BULLETIN, However, since meny changes in service and markers
on Friday, April 8th, the 1listing is more historic than current., The following is
a brief summary of some of the new servicesi

1-BROAD"AY 1B new markers-YellowRed; 1C Greem=Red; 1D Thite-Red '

2-7 Ave ,-BRONX EXP, Regular service 1s now (2F) E, 180 St, to Flatbush Red=Thite
and (2D) Dyre Ave, to Flatbush, Red=Green, - . B o
New Ovl service: E, 241 St~W.P.Rd. to New Lots (via 7 Ave, Exp.) Greep~Red

3~7 Ave ,~Llenox Exp, 3B is now the usual service. QMarkersr "hite~Rad

4-lexington~Jerome Exp. 4=F Rush-hour service to Flatbush replaced 5F Markers;Green=
Tellow, 4N Runs to and from yards, Markers: Green=Green.- N
4A and 4U are basically unchanged, : : N
4~lexington-Jerome Local’ Owl service (Scuthbound -at Fulton St. 9102pm » 6311/ AN;M-F;
12:07am-6:13am Sat.; 12340-6:16am Sun,) (4=0) A1l stops in ianhattan, bypasses
Hoyt St. in Brooklyn, then all local stops ix to Flatbush Ave, Green-Yellow

5-lexington-White Plains Exp, 54 and 50 and &N basically unchanged.
SF discontinued. 5~S now uses Thite-Yellow, services stops about 9 pm Mon=-Fri.
5TX markers reversed to Yellow-Red, 238 St, trains now carry same markars as 241,

é=lexington-Pelham Local, 6P, 6L and 6X are unchanged except replaced by 6S after
about 9 pm Mon-Fri., and 12 Midnigkt or 1 AM on weekends, ;
éS - Pelham Bay Park to South Ferry,. ilarkerss Green=Red

Other services are basically unchanged, btut Bowling Green Shuttle does not operata. |
when Pelham Line is operating to South Ferry, A new 145 St=Lenox to 135 St-Lenox
Shuttle has been inaugurated, probably operating only during the hours Srm- lam.

Until the elimination of the BMT theatre service on the Brighton Local via
Bridge and express in Manhattan, there was an instance of a pure local running
express cn part cf 1ts routs. Now with *he new IRT service the lexdngtcn-Jercme
Local service runs express past Hoyt Street in Erocklyn.

CAR SCRAPPINGS, REPLACEIENTS, ETC. - . L

The engineers whe  inspected the operations of the TA recommended that cars
ve replaced after a service life of 35 years, in order to avold expensive maintenance
-ad frequent breakdowns, We’ccel of raplacing cars steadlly after different servica
17es is given below, In additicn the cost of catching up to the standard Y 1970
is given, - :

Service life of cars  Cost of catch up by Cost per year after 1970.

1970 (por year
30 yeaws $51,360,000 $26,000,000
35 " 39,360,000 : 22,288,400
40 29,760,000 15,500,000
45 26,580,000 17,329,000
50 20,880,000 15,600,000

The above figures are based on a flsot of 500 cars, costing $120,000 each, -
It should be mentioned that cars purchased by other systems have cost about $90,000,

ROCKAWAY=AQUEDUCT SERVICE With the opening of the spring meet at Aqueduct Race
Track, the shuttle trajns on the Roekaway Division have been lengthened to ten cars,
The Aqueduct Special is also in operation, In the first few hours that the taxmxk
Race Track 1s open each day, certain Rockaway-bound shuttle trains are diverted to
run against traffic and stop at the Aqueduct Race Track Platform, LIRR is also
rumning special tfeins to Osone Park, with a (shhh}]) bus connection,

)
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THE CANAL ST. SUBWAY
(Construction Route #20)

Collect Pond, in lower Manhattan, was drained by two streams. One
fed into the East River, The other; a lazy, rambling stream fed into
a mosquito infested quicksand and swamp known as Lispenard Meadows, at
what 1s now the foot of Canal St, at the Hudson River, on the west
side of Manhattan. K : ~

In the very early days of Manhattan, Broadway crossed the latter
stream on a single plank "bridge," A more substantial bridge of stone
was built later, probably by the British in the Revolution, In about
1800, it was decided to drain Lispenard Meadows by replacing part of
the lazy stream with a deep ship canal. However, by the time the can-
al was actually dug (about 1810§, Collect Pond was being filled in,
and the grandiose plans came to naught. The canal was at the center
of Canal St. (then Duggan St.) from Broadway to the Hudson River. A
roadway and trees bordercd each side of the canal., In about 1840, the
canal was bricked over and became a.swwer. The trees were cut down
and the street widened to its present width. - This id why the present
day Canal St. is unusually wide for a lower Manhattan artery. The"can-
alof Canal St. still exists under the paving blocks of the roadways

The bridge ("Stone Bridge") disappeared when the canal was bricked
over. Its remains were rediscovercd when Broadway was being excavated
for Construction Route #5, Sec. 2A (see below). The bridge was then
8 to 10 feet below the street surface,.the street grade having been
changed over the years. :Stone Bridge is pictured on the station wall
mosaics at the Canal St. (local) station of the present BMT Broadway
Subway. The mosaic also pictures what appears to. be two people kis-
sing at the center of thc span., This may be based on a frequent but
mistaken assumption that Stone Bridge was ong of the once famous "kis-
sing bridges" in Manhattan,  Agctually the original "kissing bridge"
was at Park Row ard the second’ was at 3rd Ave, and 77th St, .

The Canal St. Subway route was adopted in 1908, long before the .BMT
Joined the IRT in the "Dual System" Contracts (1913). As originally
planned, it was a Manhattan crosstown subway (Construction Route #20)
running from the Manhattan Bridge on the East River to West St. near
the Hudson River. It was to be 2 track from the Manhattan Bridge to
Centre St. and 4 track from there to Hudson St. st Hudson St. it was
to split to form a 2 track loop going south from Canal .St. via West St.
and northeast 'back to Canal St, via Watts St. There were to be two 2
track branches at Broadway, ome south and one north. - RS e

This route was later revised by making the route a 2 track line
(including a single track loop lochted 4s before), removing the bran-
ches, and providing a 4 track, 2 island  platform station ("Broadway™)
running from Broadway east.to Lafayette St. This 4 track station was
deemed necessary -to handle the expected . traffic from the Broadway-Lex-
ington Ave, Suybway, 6 track, 2 island platform express station to be
ouilt on Broadway at €anil St, above the "Broadway" station. Later
1210 plans (the so-called "Seaman Plans"), replaced the loop ‘with a 2
track island platform terminal -{"Watts Street™) on.Watts St, -between
West and Greenwich:Sts, ' :klso in the 1910 plans was.another island -
rlatform, 2 track station on Canal St, between Varick St, and--West~
Broadway. The 4 track, 2.island platform station ("Broadway"™) was re-
tained, but 4 tracks continued under Broadway west of the station only

as far as Wooster St, ' N
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Suprisingly enough, the first section of the Canal St. Subway to
be built was never used and is unlikely ever to be, Sec., 2A of Con-
struction Route #5 (The Broadway-Lexington Ave, Subway) was on Broadway
Between Walker and Howard Sts. The part of the Canal St. Subway di-
rectly underneath was included as part of the same contract. This
short section of the Canal St. Subway ran from approximately 30 feet
west of the west building line of Broadway to about the same distance
east of the east building line. It is now a two track tunnel without
tracks used for storage. It is closed by wire ‘fencing, _ S
The Broadway-Lexington Ave. Subway was redesigned after commence-
ment of work (on sections south of Rleeker St.) to become part of the
FRT (later BMT) Broadway Subway. Before bids were let for Secs 2A of
Construction Route #5, the 6 track express station was replaced with
a 4 track local station and the 4 track station of the Canal-St. Sub-
way below was changed to a simple 2 track tunnel. A 2 track, single
island platform station was planned for Canal St. between the east
side of-Broadway and Centre St. After bids had been opened for this
section, it was further decided to construct a spur from the Canal St,.
Subway north into the Broadway Subway, This did not prevent any fut-
ure extension of the Canal St. Subway to West St. as originally planne-
ed. The cost of adding the spur to Sec. 2A of Construction Route #5
was $165,000 and was. paid by the New York Municipal Railway Corp. (part
of the BRT). Sec, 24 was built by the O'Rourke Engineering Construc=-
tion Coi Work began on Sept. 16, 1912 and was finished by Jan. 1916,
The city had attempted to get the Canal St, Subway built as earnly
as 1910, when bids were invited for the entire Canal St., Subway (in°2
sections). The bids, however, were too high. As we have just seen,
the part of the Subway under Broadway was built as part of Construc-
tion Route #5 between 1912 and 1916. The part of the Canal St., Subway
between the Bowery (at Manhattan Bridge) and the east side of Broadway
where it met the section of Construction Route #20 being built as part
of Sec, 2A of Construction Route #5, was finally built by the Under-
ginning and Foundation Co. Work began in Oct. 1914 and was finished by
ane 1918, but subway train operation began on the section on Sept. 4,
1617 (see below), ' ’ .
The spur between the Canal St., and the Broadway Subways began on
Canal St. at Cortlandt Alley, curved north (230 ft. radius) crossing
the original route of the Canal St. Subway at grade, undercut private
property at the northeast corner of Broadway and Canal St., and ended
its curve approximately at Howard St., a level below the Broadway Sub-
way. From this point, the spur ramped up to the level of the Broadway
Subway to connect with the 2 express tracks of the Broadway Subway
between Broome and Grand Sts., The section of the Broadway Subway be-
tween Howard and Broome Sts. was part of Sec. 3, of Construction Route
> and was also built by the Underpinning and Foundation Co, The part
of the spur under private property was built to support a 20 floor
building, but only the present 3 floor Oltarsh Building was ever built
(including the Cinema Giglio- an Italian .foreign language movie house),
A new 2 track, outside platform station running from Cortlandt Al-
ley east to Centre St., was built under Canal St. to replace the 2 track
island platform station planned earlier, However, the original state- -
ion name ("Broadway") dating back to the L track station planned in
1910, was retained although incorrect. The station built never reache
ed Broadway. The name of the station was later changed to "Broadway-

Canal St." by the addition of enamelled metal signs to the original
mosaic wall signs,
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Thls station was very difficult to build. The street surface was
only 10 feet above mean high water (one of the lowest surface points
in Manhattan). - The statdon, therefore, had to be .built below water
level which meant special construction and waterproofing. Also the
station undercut 2 existing subway stations, the Canal 3t. station
(local) of the original IRT Subway on Latnyette St. and the Canal St.
station (express) of the BRT Centre St, Subway on Centre St,

Construction ander Centre St, was greatly simplified by the provis=-
ions of the earlier Centre St.«Subway (Construction Route #9-0 of the
"Brooklyn Loop Lines"), When the latter subwoy was built, the concrete
piles for its structure were deliberately sunk deep enough to provide
clearances for the planned Canal St, Subway. The contractor merely
excavated around the piles without disturbing the Centre 3t. Subway
above. The original IRT Subway on Lafayette St., required considerable
underpinning, . . ‘ :

Janal St. station (local) of the Broadway Subway was built as a 4
track station (see above), The 2 center tracks throush the station,
nornally used for express service, were however dead ended at bumpers
at the north end of the station. The center tracks were connected to
the cuter tracks by crossovers south of the station. These center
tracks continue further south into an unused 3 track lower level of
City Hall station and are used only for layup and storage. This sta-
tion and its surroundings will be covered in a forthcoming article in
this series, "= - '

in escalator was to have been built from the uptown platform of the
Broadway station aof the Canal St. Subway, going up eastwards to a prop-
nsed mezzanine extension of the uptown local platform of the Canal St
station of the IRT Subway on Lafayctte St. The srace was constructed,
but the escalator was naver installed, Instead, the spacs was conver-
t2d into a stairway to the uptown local platform of the IRT station.
The escalator space, however, can still Le seen. Tile for the planned
mezzanine extension is also visible at the top of the escalator space,
Incidentally, the niches in the wills of the platform of the Broadway
station of the Canal St. Subwoy. (now' the Proadway-Canal 3t, station)
were designed to hold oak boench=s. They are now used for slot machines
and the passengers waiting for trains must stand.

Initial operation through the Canal St. Subway (and through the
Bro:dway Subway) was on:Septe 4, 1917. in 8 car train of new steel
subway cars (now known as types MAi" and "B") left the lith St,- Unicn
Square station at 2:00 PM bound for Coney Island Terminal via the 2
€25t tracks on the Manhattan Bridge and the West End Line in Brooklyn.,
iegular operation began in the evening of the same day with service
over the bridge but via the Sea Boach Line in Brooklyn. Thereafter
normal service over the Broadway Subway was every 3 ninutes by alter-
nating Sea Beach and 9th Ave. (Brooklyn) trains. At Oth Ave. staticn
{:n tne 38th St, cut), connections were provided %o both the Culver
and West End Lines. The Montague St. Tunnels were not completed £o
7.1 Broadway Subway service had to be over the bridge. The orizincl
n:un had been to operate crcaaway Subway expresses through the *.omcls
i via the the Montague-Willoughby St. Subway in Brooklyn., Thre <.
czsion to connect the Broadway Subway cxpresscs to the Canal Su, .-
Wy was a wise one and has saved travelling time ever since,

D. Rogoff December 15, 1959
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