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T B  G R E E N E  
G A L L E R Y

104 W. Church St. Ukiah
Between S. State and School St.

707 462-5756
Hours: Thur-Sun – 11-2  & 4-7

Monthly series of art
inspired by nature

......a place to reflect

Home Decor
Garden Art

Quality Gifts  
Wrap • Pack • Ship 

UPS • FED EX • DHL

705 N. State St.
707 462-5415

M-F 9:00 - 5:30, Sat. 10-4

WALLS
Ukiah, CA

Advertise in the Fall issue of 
Mendocino Arts Magazine

and reach over 15,000
locals & visitors

Ji l l  Schmuckley

707 391-8057

Showcase your 
Inland business

Moochie Poochie
"A Place for Pets....And The People They Own"

D
ep

a
rt

m
en

ts • clothing and accessories
• healthy treats, snacks, feeds
• beds and carriers
• toys for dogs and cats
• behavior and training
• grooming and health aids
• pet memorials
• home decor and gifts for pet lovers

707 462-1848
610 S. State St., Ukiah (next to the Ukiah Theatre)

Torrone
U.S. Made

Handcrafted
Jewelry

Gifts.

PARK FALLS PLAZA
1252 Airport Park Blvd.
Ukiah, CA’
707 462-2660

See’s CANDIES

"A Fun Place To Shop!"

Art Supplies Competitively Priced
Oils, Acrylics • Canvas • Papers •Brushes 

Ergonomic Office Furniture • Drafting Tables 

203 S. Main, Ukiah         1722-B S. Main St., Willits
462-8786 459-6879

MENDO-LAKE
OFFICE PRODUCTS
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Full Hair Treatment

We proudly use and recommend
AVEDA PRODUCTS

Skin Care •  Hot Stone Massage

Makeup • Waxing • Spa Packages  

Hand & Feet Treatment

Gift Certificates

VISA – MC

456-9757
158 S. Main Street, Willits

Mon. - Sat. 9 - 5  
Eve Appointment Available

www.jixidayspa.com 

CAT’S MEOW
Trillium

a contemporary mercantile of fine gifts
friendly personal service • home furnishings

• kitchenware
• bath supplies
• loungewear
• stationary
• baby gifts

• jewelry
• candles
• cards

29 S. Main St.
Willits

707 459-6201

Unique Bookstore
Something For Everyone!
Maps, Audio Books, NYT     

Open Daily

15 S. Main St. Willits  
459-3744

Handcrafts             furniture
Kidorable • Crocs • Jewelry
Gypsy Chic Apparel • Gifts

21 S. Main St. Willits 
456-9025

Mon - Fri 11-6, Sat 11-5 

More than just a gallery...

A Full Service Jewelry Store

Custom Work • Bridal Sets
Designer Jewelry

EXHIBITING LOCAL ARTISTS

MAZAHAR 
38 S. Main St. Willits, Open Daily 

707 459-3034 

Now Open 
New Chef 

California Cuisine

Fine Dining
in a Casual Atmosphere

Tues-Sat. 5 pm - 10 pm 
Reservation highly 

recommended 

707459-4750
50 S. Main St. Willits

THE PURPLE
THISTLE



Gallery of Artists

Marion Bush 
Watercolor & Watercolor
Collage

Work shown at the
Mendocino Art Center,
Prentice Gallery and 955. 
Subject matter includes

landscapes, flowers, birds and waterfalls.
707 937-3846 or Bush@mcn.org                                          

Celtic Creations 
Jewelry Studio & Gallery
Jewelry artists Chris &
Shani Christenson create
fine Celtic & Nature
inspired jewelry and spe-
cialize in custom wedding

rings. Upstairs, corner of Main & Kasten Streets,
Mendocino. 937-1223  
www.celticcreations.com • email: jewels@mcn.org

Color & Light 
Glass Studio
Stained Glass & Fused
Original stained glass 
window panels & unique 
fused glass designs.
Open Friday - Monday

Ford St. N. of Mendocino Post Office • 937-1003 
colorlight@toast.net

Ann Berger/Sea Bluff Studio
Sculptural Ceramics
Unique, whimsical, exuberant,
sculptural ceramics that make a
statement! Studio always open if
I’m home.  Come and be
impressed.
707-785-2044  
www.seabluffstudio.com  
berger@mcn.org

Karen Bowers
Watermedia
Locally represented 
by William Zimmer.

Instructor at
Mendocino and
Gualala Art Centers.

highpt@mcn.org  •  www.karenbowersstudio.com
707-937-3163 
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John Birchard 
Professional Photography
On the Coast since
1985. Art slides, promo-
tion, fine art landscape,
events, portraits, adver-
tising.
Shown at Highlight

Gallery, Mendocino, & MCPGG Gallery, Company
Store, Fort Bragg   •   john@birchardphoto.com
707 937-4809

Robert Burridge
Contemporary Painter

• Monthly Online 
Newsletter. 

To sign up go to
www.RobertBurridge
.com  It’s free!
• New DVD 
• New Workshop      

Schedule

David Barnes
Oil, Acrylic, Watercolor,
Mixed Media, Colored Pencil

Realism, Wild life & Abstract,
Paintings & Sculpture.
Available at the MAC Gift
Shop & shown by appoint-
ment at my studio, 10350
Nicols Lane, Mendocino

707-937-5528 

Lynne Butler
Brilliant Paintings on
Handthrown Pottery

Available at the
MAC Gift Shop. 

Shown by 
appointment: 
707-937-1215

Artist 7
Oil, acrylic, watercolor, col-
lage, silk painting, photography,
colored pencil, and jewelry

Main Gallery, Mendocino Art
Center, presents Artists 7
Unlimited, October 2007,
reception October 13 

MTAtkins@sbcglobal.net



Gallery of Artists

Joanne Nix Fagerskog
Stained Glass
Stained glass windows shown 
at Edgewater Gallery and Color
& Light Glass Studio. Custom
designs & commissions. 
964-6751

Joannen@mcn.org

Edgewater Gallery Artist

John Fisher
Sculpture: All Media
www.fisheroppenheimer.com

Fine Art for Home and Garden

19600 Benson Lane
Fort Bragg, CA 95437
call: 707 964-0359                               

Craig Gilliland
Oil, Pastel, Watercolor

Color and Texture are
the focus of award win-
ning North Coast land-
scapes. Represented by
Spindrift Gallery,
Gualala, CA 

707 884-4484

Joseph DuVivier
Oil paintings
Also, archival reproductions on
paper and canvas.
Shown at Edgewater Gallery and
the Artists' Cooperative of
Mendocino. 707-964-5942
josephduvivier.com 
joeduvivier@josephduvivier.com   

Edgewater Gallery Artist
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Suzanne deVeuve
Giclee and Original Oil Paintings

24” X 20” Canvas Giclee
Aphrodite and other images 
available.
Please contact the artist at
707 847-3902
sdeveuve@mcn.org
www.suzannedeveuve.com 

Maeve Croghan 
Expressionist Nature Paintings
The paintings are begun plein air,
conveying the  essence of my
Nature subjects.
Exhibits at Mendocino 
Auberge Inn, Little River. Studio
visits by appointment,  
707  937-3475. 
www.maevecroghan.com 

derwinskiGUITAR     Fine Art Guitars
707-895-2813                    www.derwinskiguitar.com

Feebee Feenix
Enterprises
Using the unexpected to cre-
ate nonpareil jewelry, acces-
sories and clothing. 

A.M. Valente 
feebeefeenix@msn.com

www.ffejewels.com

Patrick Doyle
Fine Burlwood sculp-
tures, handcarved 
furniture, room
dividers, 2 & 3
dimensional pieces.

www.pwdfinewoodworking.com
www.edgewatergallery.net • 707 367-4509
Edgewater Gallery Artist

Melvin Cooper
Oils, Acrylics,
Watercolors,
Ceramics & Bronzes

INVESTORS 
WANTED!

(707) 357-2209
www.MelvinCooper
Art.com



Gallery of Artists

Bill Martin Studio/Gallery
33611 Navarro Ridge Road
Albion, CA 95410
707 937-4848
billmartingallery@mcn.org

By Appointment

WWW.BILLMARTINGALLERY.COM
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Sev Ickes
Acrylic on canvas
COMMISSIONS: including
your home, family, friends,
pets, memories, etc. Originals
at Panache Gallery, Main
Street, Mendocino.
707-961-0771,
Sevans@mcn.org,
www.Sevickes.com

The World of Suzi Long
Pastels
Suzi Marquess Long came to
the Coast to housesit, and
now has a successful and
unique pastel gallery in a
watertower to showcase her
incredible paintings. Don't
miss this!         
707/937-5664

Suzilongonart@aol.com

Julie Higgins
Pastels and Paintings
Giclee Prints and Notecards
PO Box 1562, Mendocino, CA
95460
707-937-4707 studio visits by
appointment
www.artistjuliehiggins.com
julie@artistjuliehiggins.com

Ron Greystar
Photography!

Portraits, Weddings,
Commercial, and Art
Documentation
In studio, 
or at any location.

707 456-9099
www.rongreystar.com

Pamela Goedhart 
Original Watercolors
Award-winning “Sassy
Café” series, flowers and 
a wide variety of other
inspiring subjects. With
concentration on color,
beauty and joy!  To make 

a studio appointment call 707-785-2253 or e-mail
pgoedhart@earthlink.net                                       

Barbara Krans
Jenkins
Artist, Teacher,
Speaker

Shown locally at
Prentice Gallery
May-July

www.bkjstudio.com
jenxpc64@aol.com

Dale Jenssen
Metal and ....
I create custom architec-
tural and sculptural ele-
ments that wed fine crafts-
manship with functionality.
Teaching light fixture and
mirror frame workshops at
MAC this summer.  

jenssengallery@hotmail.com     
www.dalejenssen.com   ph. 210-733-7557 

Jan Hinson
Sculptural Mosaic Furniture

Original forms covered in
reset broken tile (alicatado); 
Shape, color and whimsy.
707-937-0404
hinson@mcn.org
www.mendocinoartists.com
/janhinson

Eye for Art Gallery
Featuring CA and
Oregon Abstract Artists
519 Chetco Ave.,
Brookings, Or.
541-469-2985 
W-S 12-6 
2nd Saturday 
Art Walk, live music 

eyeforart@msn.com       & refreshments.



Gallery of Artists

Santa Fe Kitchen
Studio
CJ MacLeod

Oil on Canvas

email: powerfool
@excite.com

www.geocities.com/blackrubytoolbox

Caroline Shaw Ometz
Pastels & Oils
I am a Mendocino artist in
spirit. The beauty of the sky
and sea inspire me. The
Mendo magic calls me back.
Yearly workshops in pastels,
oils, design and creativity. 
Commissions. 
Contact me at csoart@att.net
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Susan Louise Moyer
Dye paintings on silk,
Original paintings and
archival prints. 
Available for commis-
sions and teaching
workshops in “Susan’s
Studio in the
Redwoods.”

susanlouise@moyerdesign.com

Jack McBride
Fine Art Photographer
An award winning 
photographer who
has been shooting
here since 1987. 
See more at the
Highlight Gallery,
Mendocino. . .

www.JackMcBridePhotography.com

Sandy Oppenheimer
Mixed media / Collage
www.fisheroppenheimer.com

Painting with paper, pattern 
and design, Portraiture, 
Still Lifes and Landscapes

call: (707) 964-0359

Alexis Nichandros
Moyer
Ceramics
Visit The Pot Shop, a work-
ing pottery studio produc-
ing sculptural and function-
al artworks. 7450 Highway
128, Philo. Hours vary,
please call ahead for sched-

ule. (707) 895-2810   potshop@saber.net  
Edgewater Gallery Artist

Dale E. Moyer
Oil Pastel, Oil, Charcoal,
Conté
Drawing with Attitude.
Original paintings and
archival prints. 
Represented by 
Northcoast Artists Gallery.
dale@moyerdesign.com
707-964-9677

Marguerite
Portrait,  Seascape & Landscape
in Oils
Impressionist painter and
photographer. I lived by the
California Coast,  will email
you images and   website.
Sales transacted by the
Mendocino Art Center
franciscogallery@yahoo.com
(copyright 2007)

Mickie McCormic
Printmaking, Fiber Art

Image transfer workshops,
& a new instructional DVD, 

"Image Transfers on Fabric." 

mccormic@charter.net
www.mickiemccormic.com,

Julie Masterson
Photography
My unmanipulated images pres-
ent encounters with the natural
environment from around the
world, from Mendocino to Tibet,
Antarctica, Patagonia, India,
Arabia, and Africa.
jcmphoto@mcn.org
www.Juliemasterson.com
Edgewater Gallery Artist
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Cynthia Crocker Scott
Paintings in oil and water media
My paintings are expressions
of the brilliant color and light
relationships between sky, sea
and land – the natural world
and man’s built environment.
Prentice Gallery, Fort Bragg &

Highlight Gallery, Mendocino.  www.mowsart.com
ccswns@aol.com

Rush Studio
Custom Gold & Silver Jewelry and
Repairs
Over 35 Years Experience
Shown at Prentice Gallery, 
17701 North Hwy 1, Fort Bragg
Unique one-of-a-kind jewelry!
707-882-2441   
Web: rushstudio.com    
rushstudio@starband.net 

Leroy “Kinu” Robles Jr.
Black & White Fine Line
Graphites

Horse & Pet Portraits,
Native American Indian
Collection. 
Commissions Available:
707-964-2591

Christine Peterson

My paintings can be described as
"Bling" on paper. Specializing in
masks, each painting has a per-
sonality and a story. "Bling"
brings brightness. 530 899-3721 
christine@cmpeterson.com

Walking Tractor
and Other Tales of 
Old Anderson Valley
Words and Pictures by

Bruce Patterson 
24 Short Stories & 28 Color Photos
4 Mules Productions
P.O. Box 628, Boonville, CA 95415
www.4mules.com

Lynne Prentice                         Prentice Gallery
Original Alkyd Paintings                 17701 n. Hwy 1
ph: 962-0732                   www.prenticefineart.com

Janis Porter
Watercolors
Coastal scenes, land-
scapes, flowers, etc.
Shown at Edgewater
Gallery, Prentice
Gallery, Artists Co-op
of Mendocino,
Stevenswood and the 
Mendocino Art Center.

707-964-8884 Edgewater Gallery Artist

Jan Peterson
Sandpaintings
Jan Petersons’ 25 years
showing with the
Highlight gallery has 
made him a favorite
Mendocino visual enter-
tainer.  All aspects of the
shoreline inspire his

.....  707-937-3132                 natural sandpaintings.       
thehighlightgallery.com  • mendocinoartists.com  

Shaggy Bear Studios
Ceramic, Wood, Stone & Steel
Unique elements for home
& garden. Sculptures, bench-
es, fountains, birdbaths and 
more by Mendocino artists
David Russell and Thais
Mazur. Visit our studio and
sculpture garden. 

707-964-7085 • www.edgewatergallery.net  
Edgewater Gallery Artist

Robert Rhoades
Painting Original Prints,
Sculpture
Professor Of Art,

CRMC leads exclu-
sive painting, art,
and culture tours
abroad. See web-

site to view his work and current trip info.
www.creekwoodstudios.com
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David Russell at 707 964-7085 or email him at drtm@mcn.org

Gallery of Artists

Bill Zacha and Toshi Yoshida

Bay Window Gallery 
484 Main St. Mendocino.
Contact Lucia Zacha at
lucia@mcn.org 937-5205
www.WilliamZacha.com
Open most weekends and by
appointment.

Linda Weiss Designs

Jewelry, Holloware, 
Silver, Gold, Platinum

Custom Design 
by Appointment

www.LindaWeiss.com

707-528-2262

Sunshine Taylor
Acrylics, Watercolors
Brilliant gardenscapes,
seascapes, flowers and
“live stills.” Shown at
Edgewater & Prentice
galleries, Mendocino Art
Center & Corte Real

gallery in Portugal. •  www.EdgewaterGallery.net
707 964-6456 Edgewater Gallery Artist

Marge Stewart
Cloisonné Jewelry, Digital
Art, Graphic Design
Jewelry shown at the
Mendocino Art Center.
Commissions available.
Digital Pet Portraits of your
favorite pet available.
Cloisonné and Digital

instruction offered. 937-0999 • margcrft@mcn.org

Hope Stevenson
Original oil paintings
with a knife and fine art
giclee prints.

Locally shows at High-
light Gallery, The MAC
and Prentice Gallery. 

I also teach Knife Painting Workshops. 
www.HopeStevenson.com              707-937-2830

Charles Stevenson
b. 1927 - d. 2004 
Acrylic and watercolor paintings,
serigraphs and lithographs.
Private & gallery inquiries 
welcome. 

contact: Matt Leach at 707-937-2058  
email: mleach01@hotmail.com

Yarrow Summers
Narrative Paintings

Artists Co-op of Mendocino
Moody’s Internet Café
Winesong!

P.O. Box 107
Mendocino, CA 95460
(707) 937-1419
yarrow@mcn.org

Linda Shearin
Acrylic, Watercolor & Pastel
Wavescapes, coastal scenes,
flowers and abstracts are
available at Edgewater
Gallery in Fort Bragg,
Stevenswood Lodge in Little
River, and the Mendocino Art
Center.  lshearin@mcn.org;
www.edgewatergallery.net
Edgewater Gallery Artist

Paul Stein Studio
Cow House Gallery

Contemporary wheel thrown porce-
lain vessels, sculpture & tiles.

Studio Gallery Show 
August - October 2007
43851 Crispin Road, Manchester
707-882-2686

Leona Fern Walden
Photography
Intimate outdoor wed-
dings, individual and family
portraits on theMendocino
Coast since 1995. "You’re
an enormously gifted wed-
ding photographer..." -J&T

www.WeddingPhotographs.com      707-937-0900  
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By Eleanor Cooney

S he came to town around 1983 in a big sagging old
American sedan. It was the Last Ride for that car,
which she parked behind the Art Center. It never

rolled under its own power again. She lived in it for a while.
You could walk by and look through the windows at the tan-
gle of clothes, rags and newspapers where she burrowed in to
sleep, then it got towed away.

So she lived in public on the streets of Mendocino after
that, for years and years. Like the rest of us who came here
from somewhere else and stayed, she’d found refuge from the
hostile outside world. Sometimes I thought she’d driven that
old Dodge in from another century; she had a look about her
like a figure you might see moving in the background in a
woodcut from the Middle Ages, some sort of mad holy fool
penitent. She was formidable—formidably filthy, formidably
strange, formidably independent and often formidably
drunk. She drew whiskers on her face and blackened her
mouth with a Magic Marker and had a big orange tom cat
named Truly she dragged around on a rope. She came to be
known as Nelly the Cat Woman.

There was a freebox in town in
those days, and it was Nelly’s inex-
haustible costume chest. Her flair for
dressing rivaled Edie Beales’ of “Gray
Gardens”—no standard down-and-out
street-dweller sweaters, jeans or parkas
for her. She preferred extravagantly dra-
matic outfits that made a statement, and
like Edie, was a fashion visionary—a dis-
carded window drape worn as a long
skirt with a ruffled train, a shower curtain
gown, old towels, electrical cords and
dangling wind chimes for hat decora-
tions. Everything filthy, of course, her
train dragging in the mud, her feet, hands
and face gray with dirt, but always origi-
nal and rococo couture, not so different
from what you might see on the runway
in some extreme designer’s spring collec-
tion. A substantial layer of fat kept her
warm.

She aroused an interesting variety of

responses in people, illustrative in their range and mutability.
There was, for example, a lot of guilt and pity that metamor-
phosed into bewilderment and outrage. A succession of well-
intentioned do-gooders tried to “help” her. A woman I know
offered her a shed to sleep in (not even the most saintly ever
considered letting her into their actual houses), but threw her
out after she (the woman) found a litter of dead kittens in the
squalor of Nelly’s den.

Also, Nelly was not—how shall we put it?—housebro-
ken, as all her would-be helpers discovered sooner or later,
and this was where they also discovered their personal limit:
this was the line in the sand even the bleedingest of bleeding-
hearts could not cross. Nelly’s ferocious atavism stopped
them in their compassionate tracks.

Others reacted to her in a more primal way. Cops
roughed her up more than once, and adolescent boys reviled
and taunted her and sometimes let their cruelty rip. After
she’d been in town for a couple of years, she’d got hold of a
big wooden crate and had set up housekeeping in it on the
north side of the Heider lot in Mendocino right along Little
Lake St. I happened to be living across the way and had a good
view of the proceedings. Late one night I noticed a car circling
around and around, gunning its engine in an assertive-pri-

mate kind of way when it passed
Nelly’s crate.Was she in the crate that
night? I didn’t know, but I knew she
sometimes was, and I was pretty
damned sure that the circling-
around was building up to some-
thing, so after one of the passes I
went out, got into my own car, which
was facing west, sat there with the
engine running but the headlights
off, and waited. Sure enough, the
other car came round again, turning
onto Little Lake and traveling east,
fast, this time heading right for
Nelly’s crate. I counted to two and
flipped my lights on, full high-
beams. The oncoming car screeched,
swerved, revved and sped on down
Little Lake and didn’t come back. It
was one of the supreme moments of
glee of my entire life.

No one was around to intervene

Cat Woman

Photo by Linn Bottorf
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when some kid clobbered Truly
with a stick, putting out an eye. I
had a conversation about it with
another very young guy who was
working behind the butcher count-
er at Mendosa’s. This kid knew who
the perp was, and warmed my heart
and restored my faith in young
males when he said with disgust,“It
made him feel like a big man.”

Nelly collected stray cats and
presented the females to Truly for
breeding. I and a few other chronic
cat-rescuer types had been for years collecting stray females
and getting them fixed; I discreetly spirited three or four of
them out of Nelly’s harem. Nelly was the bane of us actual “cat
people,” the ones who go around obsessively trapping and
spaying, doing our pitiful best to reduce starving-wild-kitten
misery. At the same time, we kind of felt for Nelly. True, you
didn’t want to get too close or be downwind of her, and any cat
that got into her clutches was pretty much her prisoner and
faced a grim future, and back when there was a laundromat in
town she’d put her rain-soaked, moldy, pee-smelling sleeping
bags and blankets in the dryers without washing them first,
but whatever she was and wherever she came from, and
nobody really knew, hers had likely been a hard life. There
were rumors: she’d been a cowgirl in Nevada, she’d been a
hooker, she’d had a couple of kids taken away from her, she’d
been a Reagan-era  loony bin ejectee, and so forth.

There might have been something to the cowgirl rumor.
After her wooden crate had been hauled away, the Heider lot
was still her headquarters for a while. There used to be a pit
near the center. Nelly filled the pit with old furniture and bust-
ed televisions and sometimes slept in there. Somebody gave
her an elderly horse, and she kept him in the field with her.
Then she got busy. She got hold of a pair of riding breeches
and scavenged some old mattresses and box springs and set
them up as jumps. I was still living across the street and
watched the equestrian event closely. The horse tolerated Nelly
on his back, and would even canter in a grudging sort of way
in the direction of the jumps, but he always refused at the last
moment. Nelly was patient. She’d turn him around, go back
and try again. And again. The riding breeches were a couple of
sizes too small, and so about a half-acre of Nelly’s substantial
backside was on view all the while. People stopped and gazed.
No one interfered. There was something about Nelly that
mostly discouraged interference; she was too strange, too feral,
too raggedy, too forbiddingly out there. After a while she’d
quit. The horse would resume grazing, which was all he really
wanted to do anyway, and Nelly would flop down on one of
the mattresses for a snooze. Eventually someone came with a
grader and covered over Nelly’s pit full of chairs and televi-
sions. They’re still there, buried, awaiting archeologists of the
future.

We locals were used to Nelly. She was part of the land-

scape. People from out of town saw
her with different eyes, though, and
many was the time I watched them
see her. An RV at a stop sign, for
example, a vacationing family inside,
and Nelly crossing the street in front
of it, trailing her gray rags, face black-
ened with Magic Marker, raising a
quart-sized bottle of Mickey’s Big
Mouth to her lips at 11:00 in the
morning. The people behind the
windshield silent and staring, seem-
ing to have no frame of reference for

what they were witnessing in beautiful idyllic Mendocino.
We got so used to her, in fact, that it was almost the death

of her. She deteriorated as the years went by, so gradually that
no one took particular notice. We were accustomed to seeing
her moving about in the pouring rain, and eventually we start-
ed to  see her just sitting out in the rain, head bowed and hood-
ed, a grim memento mori-esque figure like something out of
Medieval Europe and the Plague years. Then we began to see
her sprawled, asleep (or unconscious) on the ground in the
rain, pale chubby flesh exposed. Someone gave her an old
camper around then, and it was set up next to the field west of
Crown Hall. Did she sleep in it, get out of the rain and wind?
No, she packed it with junk and cats and locked it up. If you
walked by, you saw desperate cat faces at the windows, and if
you got close, you caught a whiff of eye-watering stench.

Finally, finally, a stout-hearted coalition of animal lovers
and Adult Protective Services did an “intervention.” The
camper, the cats and Nelly were gone. By then Truly  had been
absent for a while. There were rumors of a top-secret intricate-
ly planned rescue action, and that he spent his retirement years
free of the rope. Some people in town regarded Nelly’s
removal from the streets as interfering with her constitutional
rights; others maintained that leaving her to her “rights”would
have meant finding her dead in the mud one day soon.

A few years after Nelly disappeared, I was startled to see
her in town. There was no mistaking her knock-kneed gait.
But this was Nelly after a total makeover, Nelly scrubbed,
combed and detoxed, with an expression like Audrey Hepburn
on the Champs Elysées on a spring day. A different fashion
designer dressed her now, no less boldly but worlds apart from
her former look. She wore a red little-girl pinafore with a full
skirt that barely reached her plump knees and a big bow in her
hair. She recognized me. We talked. She was living in Ukiah in
a group home. She was here for the day on a visit. She could-
n’t have cats of her own, but she volunteered at an animal shel-
ter. I listened, and looked into her face, free now of obscuring
layers of grime, Magic Marker and the old boozy haze, and for
the first time was able to see clearly what she was: innocent,
slightly retarded, someone the big world out there would have
ground into dust long ago if she hadn’t been lucky enough,
like all of us whose lives have been saved here, to find this
place.

Photo by Linn Bottorf
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is on

KMFB
92.7/96.7

Eclectic

Evenings

b-side
herself
tue/wed/thur
8 - midnight
magical
musical mix

tales from
the Pygmy Tower

sat 8 - 9am
for youth & y’all

monday
jazz
moods
6 - 9 pm (monthly)

KMFB

class ads
sat. 9 - 9:30 am

964-4653

with Latenight Liz – 
one of the more fun bunch on
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Story and Photo by Antonia Lamb

Jack and Melinda Leung met with me over a glass of wine
as the sunset light streamed through the music room of their
hillside home.

Music has been a major part of their marriage since they
fell in love while rehearsing 22 years ago, somewhere between
Fiddler on the Roof and West Side Story. Since then they’ve
worked almost every Gloriana Opera Company musical, more
than two dozen, with Jack as musical director/pianist and
Melinda playing mandolin in the orchestra. Cole Porter’s
Anything Goes is next, in late summer ‘07.

There’s more. As part of the "Gang of Five," Melinda and
Jack (and three other talented people) helped co-write several
popular children’s musicals for Gloriana between 1988-92.
They played at Winesong for at least ten years. They give con-
certs. Jack is legendary for his skill as accompanist and rehears-
al pianist for various groups and events.
Who are these people?

Jack and his family came to the U.S.A. from China in
1955. His mother, a pianist, found him a piano teacher when
he was eight. His checkered academic career took him from St.
John’s College (Maryland) to the Peabody Institute in
Baltimore, to UC Riverside and UCLA and to the Music
Academy in Vienna, Austria, for composition and piano study.

Ultimately he finished his bachelor’s and went to UC San
Diego for graduate work. He began playing percussion as well
as piano, learned to accompany dancers and did his first musi-
cal as an accompanist.
Jack: "I didn’t finish my Master’s. I was making bamboo flutes,
had a little marimba/xylophone thing, played shakuhachi
flutes. I was kind of being alternative, I guess.

"We came to Mendocino in 1978. I started working with
Sunday Afternoon Concerts, helping out, organizing, playing.
I accompanied the College of the Redwoods Chorus. In 1982 I
did my first Gloriana show, helping Barbara Faulkner rehearse
and perform the music for
Oklahoma! Then I played drums
in Music Man. Barbara had done
Gloriana for five or six years, and
the next year she handed it over
to me.

"I became musical director
for Gloriana with Guys & Dolls.
Next was Fiddler. I needed a bal-
alaika sound. I asked Melinda if
she’d play mandolin and handed
her a guitar part. Wrong!

"I started writing mandolin parts for Melinda so she
could play in the orchestra. One thing led to another—and
here we are!"
Melinda: "I come from a family of actors and musicians. One
uncle was a great harpist, my other uncle was a brilliant piano
player. My father, Groucho Marx, was a comedian and actor,
who sang and played the guitar. My mother had been a child
star on the Orpheum circuit when she was seven.

"Our house was full of great musicians playing (points)
that piano. We went to original Broadway musicals. I knew the
songs from Guys & Dolls when I was four. I started out playing
guitar but my hands were too small. I embarked on an acting
career, did a couple of movies ("Bye-Bye Birdie!" interjects
Jack) but I wanted to be a musician more than anything.

"While I was pregnant with my son in L. A. I learned to
fiddle—swing and old-timey stuff—and played with several
bands. I’d go to the Ash Grove and hear bands. But I was look-
ing at the mandolin, not the fiddle.

"The kids and I moved to Mendocino. I fell in with musi-
cians, played with a bunch of bands, got into Irish. I was
injured in a car accident, and my neck just wouldn’t let me fid-
dle anymore. I had a dark night of the soul but I knew I had to
play. I began playing different kinds of music—klezmer, cen-
tury-old Italian—on the mandolin.

"Guitarist Sergei Bassehes and I began doing gigs. Jack
had hired us for a Sunday Afternoon concert. Then Jack asked
me to play in Fiddler, and the adventure began. We’ve always
kept different musics going—classical, or klezmer, now tan-
gos—and we’re really looking forward to making a CD."

(Melinda’s recorded as a backup musician, and Jack made
a 2002 CD of 24 short pieces, Varianzas; this will be their first
recording together).
Jack: "We’ve done every Crown Hall Chinese New Year benefit
for the Mendocino Joss House. We don’t play Chinese music.
Last time we played some Piazzola, and Slaughter on Tenth
Avenue—but tangos mostly."

Melinda: "We became aware of
the music of Astor Piazzola when
we went to "Tango Argentino"—
we were mesmerized. Eventually
we decided this was what we
wanted to record. So after
Anything Goes we’ll make our
tango CD. Meanwhile it’s Cole
Porter time."

Antonia Lamb is a local writer,
astrologer, musician.

Jack and Melinda Leung
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t - shirts • athletic apparel
awards • trophies • gifts

engraving • lettering
screen printing

since 1978

334 N. Main Street
Fort Bragg

707 964-9122

furniture   •  decor   •  gifts

320 North Franklin Street, Fort Bragg   •   707.964.2483

www.gabriellegabbaboutit.com
INTIMATE 
APPAREL
PRE-TEENS TO 
VOLUPTUOUS

310 N. FRANKLIN ST.
FORT BRAGG

(707) 964-5013

Understuff!Understuff!

2007 On-Going Festivals
For the latest updates
on events happening
on the
Mendocino Coast,
check out our Website at

www.mendocinocoast.com
For more information,
call (707) 961-6300



If you drive to the east end of Fort Bragg’s
Laurel Street and turn left, you will arrive at
450 Alger Street, the home of Pacific Textile

Arts. A small two story Victorian house on a half acre
acts as headquarters for this non-profit organization
which is dedicated to the support, preservation and
teaching of all the arts and crafts falling under the
umbrella of “Textile Arts.”

Several months ago Pacific Textile Arts (PTA)
celebrated its tenth year of owning this beautifully
situated piece of property. It was bought through the
bidding process from the College of The Redwoods,
which had originally purchased it to develop student
housing for the college. Thanks to loans from textile
“friends” as well as generous donation pledges, PTA
became the proud owner of a
house without a foundation,
paint or any interior amenities.
For the last ten years we have
paid off all our loans with inter-
est, put a concrete foundation
under the house, painted inside
and out, built a storage shed,
removed a sixteen foot deep
hedge and replaced it with a
driveway.

The inside of the house has
been turned into demonstration
weaving studios on the second
floor and a bright and cheerful
kitchen, meeting room, library,
office and front room gallery
which also houses a beautiful
low warp tapestry loom (once
used at the Palace of the Legion
of Honor in San Francisco to
weave “California Poppies,” a
tapestry designed by the renowned artist, Mark
Adams. The loom’s designer and builder, Jean Pierre
Larochette, recently donated it to PTA for use and
preservation).

What Are Textiles? — We can trace the history
of man through the study of textiles. From the time
of wearing skins to the earliest spinning of fiber, to
the rich and diverse development of garments, bed-
ding, home adornments for furniture and walls, we
see the progression of our ways of maintaining body
warmth, comfort and decor. The study of past house-
hold textiles and creation of contemporary wall cov-
erings, rugs and tapestries are both educational and
valuable as a creative outlet, in addition to providing
employment. Spinning, weaving, surface design on

cloth, knitting, crochet, ornamental braiding,
embroidery and lace and paper making are just a few
of the textile activities which come to us from the
past and which deserve to be studied and preserved.
There is a vast cottage industry available for people
who must, or who prefer to work at home.

Filling a need — It is our intention to construct
three studios, built to the standards required by com-
munity college teaching sites, that can be used by col-
lege textile arts classes and other programs sponsored
or co-sponsored by PTA.

Educating and Communicating — A modest
membership fee ($15 per year) allows access to our
fine textile library, which now boasts more than 1500
volumes. Library hours are from 1:30 to 3:30 pm.

every Thursday afternoon and by
appointment. Membership also
brings four quarterly newsletters,
informing members about our
many activities, classes sponsored
by us, and textile classes spon-
sored by the Mendocino Art
Center, as well as museums and
guilds on the central and north
coast of California. It also keeps
members informed about Vicki
Fraser’s California Rug Project,
which is promoted and spon-
sored by PTA.

PTA is grateful to the many
community members who have
helped us turn an old “fixer
upper” into a an appealing place
where a variety of community
groups are able to meet, plan
activities, hold exhibitions and
conduct outreach activities. Our

membership covers the gamut from a six year old
spinner and weaver to very elderly enthusiasts. The
local photography group holds meetings here as do
various organizational boards. People like David
Gealey, who completely rewired our building as a
donation; Stefan Furrer who has done all sorts of
woodwork; Rella, who donated a complete succulent
garden for our front yard; and Richard Sutherland,
who set up and continues to index our library; have
made this a warm and inviting venue for study, exhi-
bition, and organization of a wide variety of activi-
ties.

– Jackie Wollenberg
707 962-0441 or: www.pacifictextilearts.org 

69

P
A
C
IF

IC
 T

E
X
T
IL

E
 A

R
T
S
 

photo by Elaine Todd Stevens
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94.1 FM in Fort Bragg & Willits

Today's Hits
Yesterday's Favorites

Hourly news, Information and
Popular Local Programming.

LIVE • LOCAL

707 462-0945
www.kwine.com

In Lake & Mendo counties
LOCAL FEATURES, NEWS,

SPORTS, WEATHER.

(707) 462-1488
459-MMax

From  Willits 459-6629 

The Best Rock & Roll
Ever Made

700 River Drive, Fort Bragg
(707) 961-1234
www.mcdh.org

MENDOCINO COAST
DISTRICT HOSPITAL

Expect Excellence.
Find it Locally.

• 24-hour Emergency Services

• Obstetrics, Labor & Delivery

• Comprehensive Laboratory & 

Diagnostic Imaging

• Hematology - Oncology - 

Infusion Clinic

• Home Health & Hospice

• Rehabilitation Services

Coastal Curios by Ben Platt
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by Jay Gordon

It is only natural that, in an area of such extrava-
gant natural beauty, there would also be an abundance
of artists and artisans of every conceivable style. The
fine and performing arts—and everything in between—
flourish in this region. It is where art and commerce
merge that art normally falters. Historically, the rela-
tionship has been different in Mendocino County. We
honor and celebrate our artists; they are essential to the
heritage and culture of the region and, especially now,
they are part of the thriving future.

The Arts Council of Mendocino County, in a
model that should inspire other regions where art is a
major attraction, works in partnership with business
and other organizations to promote the vital art, music,
and theatrical scene that thrives here. This ensures that
the public is aware of the choices of activities that fit
their interests.

The arts are an integral part of the community,
beginning in early childhood. For example, the Arts
Council works with GASP (Get Arts in the Schools
Program) to introduce hands-on arts experience for
children as part of their school experience. This is most-
ly funded by the Mendocino County Office of

Education. There are three theaters in Mendocino
County celebrating their 30th anniversary this year. The
Mendocino Theatre Company, Ukiah Players Theatre,
and Willits Community Theatre all provide live per-
formances at remarkably low prices. They also feature
workshops and other activities that encourage dance
and theater experience for the youth of the community.
Programming, of course, appeals to all age ranges and
theatrical tastes—from traditional to the avant-garde.

There are dozens of distinctive galleries and muse-
ums in the county that display the works of local artists
and artisans. As you explore these collections, you are
likely to rub shoulders with people from the communi-
ty who are also proud exhibitors of local artwork in
their own homes. Your new favorite artist may be fea-
tured in the next gallery you visit or may be standing in
line next to you at the ice cream parlor or coffee
machine. If you like to hang out with artists, Mendocino
County is the place to be.

To learn more about the arts in Mendocino County visit
www.ArtsMendocino.org. You’ll see how the Arts Council
works with organizations like the Mendocino County
Promotional Alliance and the Mendocino County Lodging
Association, to ensure that art is in the foreground for both
visitors and local residents.

If You Like To Hang Out
With Artists . . .

Mosaic artist and teacher Elizabeth Raybee helps students from La Vida
Charter School with their mosaic mural gift to the City of Willits for the
new Willits Skate Park. Local artist Ann Maglinte oversees the glazing of the
hand-made tiles to frame the mosaics.

Mendocino Ballet Director Trudy McCreanor escorts members of her Ukiah
troupe to Blosser Lane Elementary School in Willits to introduce elements
of ballet to kids who want to learn more about dance.
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FIDDLES & CAMERAS
Camera bags • tripods • cameras  
lenses • filters • darkroom supplies  
repair service • digital memory cards
binoculars • music books • guitar tuners
metronomes • hand percussion instruments

passport photos • strings & reeds +
more

Major credit cards accepted

400 N. Main Street at Laurel
Ft Bragg 964-7370 or 964-9203

155 Boatyard Drive, Fort Bragg   
964-1002

We are happy to serve the Mendocino
Coast with Natural Woods products.
We know that you want nice items at
good prices, and this is what we offer.
Stop by our showroom today and look
around. You’ll be surprised to find just
the thing you need.

NATURAL WOODS
Fine Home Furniture

Round Table
Country Table
Hutches
End Tables
Office Furniture
Wellspring Futons      
from recycled  fibers
Futon Covers
Kitchen Islands
Children’s Furniture
Armoires
Bedroom Furniture

Cheshire
Books

FICTION • NON-FICTION • CHILDREN’S

OPEN DAILY
345 North Franklin

Street
Downtown Fort Bragg

(707)964-5918

A good book begins here.

Cheshire
Books…
your 
independent 
community 
bookstore in
the heart of
Fort Bragg’s
downtown shopping district.

800 964-0184 • 707 964-9383
1131 N. Main St. Fort Bragg, CA

www.surfsandlodge.com


