MALTA UNDER THE ANGEVINS
1266-83.
py Jo3. GalEa, B.A.,, F.5.A. (Scor.)
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In 1934 the late Projessor Vincenzo Laurenza. learnec

transcription of the Angevin documents relative to Malta ir
the Royal Archives of Naples. These he published in the
historical series of the Archivio Storico di Malla, Malta nei
documenti Angioini del R. Archivio di Napoli, Rome 1935. W¢
are indeed very lucky to possess this transcription becauss

in the last war before quitting that City.
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The battle of Benevento in 12686, h:-.é,vmg gdecided the
fortunes of Northern Italy, Charles I of Anjou became Kine
of Sicily and Puglia, establishing his court at Naples. H
thus supplanted the Suabian dynasty, imposing, as he hoped
the House of Anjou for all times. He was the first to remove
the capital of the State from the island of Sicily to the
mainland.
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is known as to the state of Malta in those remote
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- after the expulsion of the Arabs from Sicily (2) it
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D the custom to bestow Malta in feudal tenure on

 royal favourites. '
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» Uliawdex and Kemmuna, are situated almost in tho

Ahey were inhabited during the Neolithic period, then they
e 4 1o the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Roman:.
QT e and Saracens, and 'pasaed to the rule of Sicily
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author and researcher in Maltese history, procured the

the Archives of Naples have been destroyed by the Germans

R ’Ihe Maltese archipelago (1) followed the destiny of

4¥S, beyond the fact that, during the turbulent times which

art taken by Malta in the vicissitudes of thes

i the Mediterranean, 62 miles SSW of Sicily, and 197 miles N ¢

M Politica Meditervonea del Regno Normowno-Sveve.
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succeeded the Suabians |
Charles, suspicious of, antagonistic to the Sicilians

*-?;H-VE prefere%'lce o the Maltese in the distribution of the
nigher ecclesiastical positions and, later, also for the Maltese
bishopric. i
It is also well known that Charles, in conformity with

vhe wishes of the chancellory of the Holy S8ee, was anzious
0 secure the sympathy of the islanders and to make Malta
a stronghold against Aragonese pretensions which were =
veginning to arise in various parts of the kingdom. (4}
The wars the Suabians had prosecuted against thess
church had naturally called a halt to commercial activity,
both internal and in North Africa. Malta suffered equally
3 ' his matter. (5)
Wlth;;:&)’gi?hi revolt against the tyranny of Frederick IT, =

ship of local
Malta joined the ingurgents under the leadership O __

ble
| . - n of count Henry, unabies
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Nicoloso in his fief as heir of his father (6)” . .
~onfirmat privilegia indulta patri Suo ac concedit . _
of the praesidium, he could not take possession and con-

sequently Malta was ruled by the castellan. Shortly after-
wards. Nicoloso was deprived of the fief and returned to
Sicily. (7)

The wars of 1267 between the supporters ol Charles and
those who had backed the Suabian pretensions, had severe
repercussions in Malta because of Conrad Capece who con-
templated an invasion of Sicily from Tunis. He would,
obviously, have liked to have had the use of Malta as a base
and, indeed, had offered the islands to the Pisans in return
for the assistance of their navy, should his invasion prove
successful, He actually signed a parchment conveying the,
Maltese islands to the Pisans'on the 14th of June 1267. |

 The strategic and commercial importance of the

Maltese archipelago, lying as it does in the heart of .the

Mediterranean, was, of course, obvious to the Pisans. Fre- .

derick because of this, had attached great importance

too. (8) |

By the King’'s orders in 1270, a certain Bertrand Real‘_
was asked to proceed to Malta “... in quibus constituit eum
dominus Rex magistrum, castellanum, capitaneum, vica-

. Hum et rectorem ....” (9) The various positions bestowed

on him evince that the Angevin administration had never

P . to divide or delineate the various jurisdictions in
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Real had jurisdiction all over shipping
| :;Malt.ese harbours, subject to the orders of the
' overnment. For instance, the castellan of Malta
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ot ] .H"‘mm Diplomatica Regni Siciliae. Napoli 1874. doc.

_,,_,._--ﬁ-’{ehi‘vﬁi; RPH'E’Sfd Angmma_, 10, ¢, 81. For the dates of
aments « RRIEU, Les Archives Angevines de Nuples,

OBN, W., L'Eta degli Hohenstaufen . . . p. 361/364 abd
L i Friedvich der Zweite, Berlin 1931. - "
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T3t COI:ISIderlng- the poverty of the people and the scarcity of
notaries, exempted the inhabitants later, of the ACLE
and taxes. (11) | | i
Not only the clergy, but members of the laity, were i
continual conflict with the royal ~representative over the
alleged infringment of their rights and ovet Oppr‘égs{%
action by royal officials. The following instruction to
Bertrand Real, doubtless provoked by the complaints of the
isianders, is recorded: “... ut permictat homines insularum
Malte et Gaudisii tenere et possidere pro certo annuo censu,
in quolibet anno nostro curie persolvendo . .. " (12)
Quarrels ensued between the civil and ecclesiastical
courts as to relative jurisdiction, A protest by the Chapter_
of the Cathedral church of Malta, voicing the compla;nts of
the archdeacon and the local vicar against the civil court, |
 __in praeiudicium ecclesiasticae libertatis . . .” (13) and 4

also “. .. in contemtu ecclesiae . . ." 1S duly recorded.
ene in spiritual cases normally

Real’s authority to interv ViEu S _
triable only by the archdeacon Ol the bishop’s ylc'ar,l teotzii {
to prove that many years ago civil and ecclesiastical COTEEER
often availed itself of se'cular“help. |
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Nolwithstanding she royal intervention, taxation
showed no SignNs of diminution. Many evel thought (]f emsi-
grating. Eve ntually the ‘Unive srgitd’ presented a petition to
the King of which he took cognizance ". . . . €X parte univer-
sorum hominum Malte C Gaudisii 'y md mtimnted the
SUspension ‘“g praediciis !'w._llf‘:ei‘;}T_I{'}nﬂf‘u:;. (14)

The Maltese have not Qiways resist the violation of
"“helr rights by CO! titutional means. Sometimes they

aroke into coniumacy W irh finally proveoked action under
Sicilian law. The iS5 diere, 1n I;:r"‘i‘. was compelled to take
smmediate action “. . . quod 1pSOS ad celerem et integram
splucionem DSaTRID collectarum et subventionum genera:.-

Jum, omni cohercione qua expedit, compellatis . . .". (13)

There is only one indication, of a later date, QOctober

$1st, 1282, which gives some light on the matter: the substi-
sution of a certain Gerardo Florentini. The nomination of
nis successor is communicated to the judiciary representa-
sion of Both ‘Universita: ".. . Seriptum est prelatis eccle-
siarum_baiulo, iudicibus et universis hominibus insularam
Malte et Gaudisii . . .” (16) The inconvenience of centra-
dising various powers in the hands ci one person were, at
gne time, quite evident. On March 20th, 1273, a Roberto
mfdrw apparently a Maltese, was nominated “magistrum
Smeularum Malte et Gaudisii” and chamberlain of the
demanial rents. Bertrand Real was consequently recailed to

_ m custody of the castles of the islands in the capacity of,

ain, especially with regard to certain jurisdictions,
u sanctions against delinquents “juxta gualitatem
et prout postulat ordo juris . . .”. In addition to
ocal militia, which was responsible only for home
2, about 150 foreign troops were maintained “propter

§ Januensium et aliorum nostrorum hostium”,
2 expenses incurred by the castellan, etc. were borne

Mm 1§, ¢, 83B, dated November 7th, 1272.
fﬂ! ihidem, 9, ¢. 123, dated Juane 25th, 1276.

(M) ibidem, 3, c. 199, dated Octaber 31
98, c. at, 1282, , v
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About this time, Bertrand Re al was removed from the

castellany of Malta, being re placed by Matteo de Podio. Real

left, with a suit ’
vith a suife of fifty persons “servientibus gallicis bonis,

fidelibus, el bene munitis guos secum in custodia morari
volumus . . .”". (21) '
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In 1279, a vacancy in the office of procurator having
occurred through the death of Matteo de Nigro, “civis Panor=

mitanus”. (22) the vicar of Sicily was authorised to fill the
vacancy. The document gives details of the aualifications

for the post.

Baofore assuming office the procuratols had to present S
for the usual oath

themselves to the chief justice of Sicily
of allegiance.
retiring incumbents had to agree ail inventory,
plicate, recording minutely the quantity
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relieving force.

available.
;]‘u, -;l;? annual balance of the praesidium. (23)
The last Angevin procurator was Dionigi de Barb:

had succeeded Gerardo on the last day ol October 1282, His
nmﬂi:;;‘;m was duly mmunicated to the repreSentatives
of Malta and Ghawdex as well as to the castellan Matteo de
Podio. to whom he had to present his credentials. De Barpg
was also made responsible for supplying the towers “prg
anno uno, vel ad minus usque ad tempus novae recollectionis
secundum formam de muniendis castris . . .". (24)

This nomination was made just as the curtain was about
$0 fall on the Angevin regime, Within a day or so, actually
in Maltese water, the Angevin fleet suffered their major | Sicilie sunt vicine
defeat. A few days later, Ruggero Lauria disembarked at Nnostro demanio et dominio separari” (28)
Marsamxett and was hailed as the saviour of Malta. There- Malta, in itself. constituted g oy
upon the Aragonese and Sicillan insurgents in Malta, fell the future Siculo-Aragonese I‘eign,c}j

on the remaining French, including those captured in the Norman-Suabian rule, {
galleys of Provence, and put them to death with every A remonstrance by the merchants of Mt sl the;
refinement of cruelty. (29). ‘Justiclere’ who had failed to protect their inferests, provokei

The revolutionary movement known as the ‘Sicilian a repuke from King Peter who exhorted de Barba to take
Vespers' broke out in Palermo. The Maltese joined in the strong action against the rebels “universis hominibus
dnsurrection. Early documents testify the recognition by the insularum ipsarum, ut te puniendis excessibus ipsis ac 8
Lommune of the nuova Sz'gnorz'a datlng back to December ch, executione tul officii assistant, pro parte curie nostre, auxilio-
1282. (26) Dionigi de Barba was the first to change colours, consilio, et favore 1
@nd as a reward he was appointed chief justice of the islands A merchant hailing from Genoa, Conlipisien ‘
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ﬂ_mevms and also when the ships of the count of Provence | favo'iilz fcsszrfr?gevins. ’De Podio, the castellan, thought of

i g ible help
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| : - : | o7y ibidem, dot. VAL 442.
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Peter dated February 2nd., 1283, evince the determinatio:
af the castellan to remain loyal: guaranteeing the life
those in the praesidium shut up “in stabilimento castri ¢

Malta” (30), and respecting whalever contracts are m:mf
through this medium. In order to strengthen the hand or
sambrilli. King Peter, in announcing the impending arriva:
of his delegate, adjured both soldiers and civilians “existentes
nune in stabilimento castri de Malte...... el universis aliisx
probis hominibus ac universitati Malte et Gaudisslii, fidelibus:

nostris .....”" (31) to keep steadily to their loyalty.

Matteo de Podio, besieged in Birgu, resisted to the last
thus showing that he was loyal and valorous. Until Novembe:
21st. 1284, the Angevin officials were still furnishing muni-
tion and victuals to their supporters in Malta (32). This alsc
shows that the faith of the Angevin castellan did not falter
even after the disaster to the Angevin fleet on June S5th
1284 De Podio decided to surrender only when the death o
King Charles had ruined all hopes of g re-conquest ot Sicily

ibidem, doc, COCCLXXI, p, 458,
tbidem, doc, COCCLXX , p. 437.
Reg. Ang. 48 ¢, 175, ST
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