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Chapter No. 1

Historv and Geograohy of al-llilansurah

Among the modgrn w ters in the history of Sind th€ works ot A F.

Bellasis. Henry Cousens and ld. H Pathan are prominent. Oespite lhe

tact thal lhe main purpose ol this ftesis is not to locus on the History

ol al-Mansurah but the History of art6lacts ot al-Mansufah, an

abslract ol history is included here. Following pages relaling to the

hislorv ol the Metropolis are borrowsd lor sake of ready relerence lor

the r€ader lrom the voluminous work on ihe history ol al-lllansurah

"Arab Kingdom oi al-fi/ansurah in Sind" unless mentioned olherwise

'n ll"is chapter. Thrs lhesis will. however. locus on lh€ htstory ol

lslamic Arlelacls lound irom the ruins of al'Mansurah through

excavations, and were ignorsd in lhe alolem€ntioned thesis ol M H

Pathan.

During the d€cade ol 1960s, Dr. M. H Pathan submitted a treatise on

the subject ol history ot Sind enlillsd "Arab Kingdom ot al'['lansurah

in Sind" at the lnstilute o{ Sindhology, University ol Sind Dr. G A.

Allana - tho then Assisiant Director ol the Institul€ of Sindhology

published this thesis, in 1974. In his brilliant treaties Dr. Pathan has

deah with almost a:l aspecls ol the history ol Sind and covered the

perrod between lhe conquest ot sind by the Arabs to the rise ol lhe



Ghaznavids. Ever since its publicalion, the woft ol Dr. Pathan has

be€n o{ a great int6aest lor those who have be€n interestod in the

history ot lhe region. Nevertheless, Dr. Pathan has lett out an

important aspect in his work "Hisiory of ArP which according to hlm

was of litlle value'. The antiquities lound iiom al_Mansurah lorm an

imporlant element in the hislory ol Sind. In other words lracing the

history o, Art ol tho antiquilies tound lrom the ruins al_Mansurah is

equally impodant, il not more, in compiling lhe History ol Sind. Thus

the present work is an atlempl to lill the missing gap in thg history ol

al-MansLrrah.

Nevenheless, before we discl.iss the history ol the artelacls found

lrom al-Llansurah some light on ths history ot the town ilselt will be

brcught foruard. lhe history ol the metropolis can be betler

aoDreciated it studied in the context ol the history ol the Sind province

where the town of al.Mansurah once llourishod between 8th and 13th

ceniurios AD. This chapter lher€for€, deals with the geography and

history of Sind and History of al_Mansurah respect-lvely



Historv of Sind

Tho grsat country ol Sind, which now lorms an integral part of

Pakistan, de.ived ils name liom Indus, tho mighty river that flows

through il. Sindhu (or Sind), as is the tem applied to the ver litorally

means an ocean or vast coll6ction ol wated. lt was the lirst great

body ol water encountered by Aryan invaderc pushing on thsir march

to Ino,a lhrough lhe north-wgstem gatgways. The imponance ot the

rivef io lhis country cannol be igno€d, withoul which lhe whole

€gion v/ould have been a bafien and inhospitable desert extending

lrom the bordefs of lran all the way to Himalayas.

Sind was once a far-tlung Sub-Continent extending hom Kashmir to

Arabian Sea and from Seistan to Thar Dssert in lhe east and included

in it a grgater portion ol pre$nt Pakistan, South-East ol Alghanistan,

Makran and pans ol Kirman.. ltE pr€cori pc:tbn haa shrunk b t
considelable limit. Eefore lh6 setting up o, a single provinc€ ol West

Pakislan in 1955, lne country of Sind was bounded on lhe north by a

portion of the Punjab province, Bahawalpur and Kalat States; on the

easl by Baiislan Slales ol Jodhpur and Jaisalmh; on lhe west by

Kalal and Lasbella States and on the south by the Arabian Sea and

the greal Bann of CutchT.



The earliest known history of Sind begins with conqu€st of Aiexander

tho Great, in 325 B.C. Having defeated th€ King ol lhe Puniab, Raia

Ponrs at Jehlum, h€ made his way down to Sind wiih a lleel of two

thousand warshipss. Sind at thisjunctur6 was divided in iwo importaot

principalties of uppef Sind with iis capilal al Aror and Lower Sind

with Patala as its headquaders. I\,,lausikanos, th€ rul€r of Uppef Sind

submitted to the cofiqueror withoul resistance but lat€r insligated by

his Brahmin counsellors, €volted against the authority ol lhe Greek

Emperor. He made a desperate etlort to gain fre€dom but to no avail,

as he was immediately alteftards caplured by the Greek lorces and

beheadede. The r'Jler ol Lower Sind, lvloeris is reported to have

abandoned his capital in terror, which was occupied by the Greek

soldiers wilhout ditficultylo. ln 325 B.C. Alexafthr 6et out irom Palala

on his way hom€ by sea and land route, lhrough lhe coastal regions

of l\,lakran and Persia. Alexande/s hold over thE Indus valley was

therefore brief and short lived.

Two years later afler his death in 323 8.C., his empire was shattered

to pieces and lhe princes ol India had leisure to assert ind€pendence

within their p ncipaiities. In lhe meantame Chanda Gupta Maurya, a

scion ol ihe royal lamily of Magadha, who had previously instigated



the Alexander to invade lhe Ganges Valley, occupied a greatsr

ponjon ol N.W. India. In lhE coursg of n€xt lew years, he was able to

ovedhrcv/ the Nanda regime lrom llagadha, and to make himsell ths

ma6{er ol Hindustan'r.

seleucus Nicator, Alexandeds general who succeedgd him as thE

King ot the Easl€m Emphe, marchgd with conside€ble Jorces lo re'

conquef tho Indian terfilories. In 305 8.C., having enl€r€d the

hontiers ol India, he crossed the Indus and penetlated as lar as

Taxila. ile met opposing him, an overwhelming army under the

command ol Chandra Gupta himsell, who had advanced to meet the

new invader. The Greek army m€t wilh a humiliating deleat and

Seleucus was compelled to sue lor peace. According to the ierms ol

agreement, the Greek War.Lord was obliged to surrender all Indian

possessions west ol lhs Indus Fiver and lo give his daughter in

mafiiage to lhe viclof'?. Atter lhis greal event Sind tomed part of the

greal Mauryan Empjrc under Chandra Gupta and continugd owing

allsgiance to his mohty successols BindusaE and A8oka. Chandra

Gupta re,gned lor 25 years and abdical€d the throne in tavour of his

sonr3 in 298 B.C. Bindusara Who was a Wadike princ6 is roporied to

have made successive raids on Deccan. Like tus gleat lalher, he

established diplomatic relations with lhe Gr€ek rulers ol west,

especially lhoso belonging to th€ house ol S€leucus. His

ll



conlemporary Antioch0s

eagomeris by thg e;rchango

Sot6r likewlso manifested the sam€

ot gifts''.

Asoka who took up the r€ins ol government in 272 8.C., atter the

dealh of his lather Bindusara, was undoubtedly the ablesl and mosl

enlighletled sovsreign of ancient India. ln 261 B C, he marched on

Kalinga, a region lying on the east coast ol India b€tween the

Mahanadi and Godavaa nvers, coffesponding to modem Oissa with

the mosl nrrlherly portion oi Madrasrs. The fierce battle between the

contending armies resulted in a heavy camage, which tlustrated alt

designs ol fufth€r conqusst The tragic sceno oi lhe battle had a

tremendous elleci on the mind and intollect ot the warrior king who

fien resolved to agandon the lradiiional course ol waging war and

tumed 1o the teachings of Lord Buddha. Buddhism was then

declared as the Stale religion ol India and was enforced on lhe

reluctant masses ty the decree ol the King A true and ardent

chemoion ot the Euddhisl taih, Asoka trouH his lib aocoldlr€ to

its subline doclrine, which he gol engraved on rocks, pillars and

plates still existent in shahbaz Garhi, Abbottabad' NWFP and some

otner pans oi India. Tne death of this gt€at rellgious monarch ploved

a decisi\'e blow to lhe United Indian hegemony and broughl about the

ultimale fall ol Mauryan Empire- The control of lhe Indus Vall€y then

r ir:r. .i,i s,r,



shified to the Grgek tulors oJ Bacl a but lheir hold over the country

was too uncedain and pl6cariousr6.

The co senescence oi the Mauryan kjngs and the lust ot conquost

brought Oemolrrus inlo lndia in 190 B.C He was the son ol grsal

Euthedemus who after inces6anl struggle with Antiochus the Great'

succeeded in secudng lor himself thg position of an indep€ndenl ruler

ol BactrialT. Th6 conquesls ol Oemetrius were merely a passing

event. as he was irimediately aflerwards doleated and slain, by his

rival Euqaudes who established himsell on lhe Bacl an lhrone by the

year 175' B.C. All the lands oi the Indus Valley including Sind,

lhgrefofe, reverled to the domination of the now king ol Baclria'8

The conquesls of both ihese rulers, however' paled into

insignilicance belore the enierprises ol Menander, a kinsman oi

Eucralides who invaded N.W. lndia in the year 155 B C. This was the

third ol the se.ies ol maior mitilary operations conducted by toreign

rulerc against the Indo Pakistan Sub-Contin€nt. M€nandsr having

trave6ed Puniab ovoran the whole of the lndus Valley up to the Sea

and proceeded soulh as iar as Kathiawad He ihen attack6d Mathura

in the Ganges Vall6y, which he took by storm and threal€ned to

advance on Pataliputra, the lmperial Capital ol India. lt was with gr€at

dilticultv thal his advance was checked and he was forced lo

retreatre. ALlhough Patalipulra and its dependencies remained
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immune irom lcGign domination, Sind and Puniab continued to groan

undetlhg Greek inlluenc€ lor two cantudes.

About the middle ol2nd cenlury B.C. a new pow€r ros6lo eminence

in Central Asia; they were ihe Yuch-chi, a people ol nomadic and

barbadc tendencies. The place ol lheir original abodo is generally

id6nlilled with the present province of Kansu in the noighbourhood ot

Sinkiang'?o. Press6d by tho innale disadvantage ol natur6' they

moved to west in great number, in search ot fresh pastures lor their

cattle and viQin land lor thsir own sustenance The lirst lo leel their

onslaught were th€' tibes ol Doosan and Sakas of northeasl Persia

whom ihey deleated with great vigour' They soon plunged westwaro

and pll an end to the Greek Kingdom ol Bactria' which existed in that

region since the conquest ol Alexander the Greal. An otlshoot ol lhat

tribe caled Scythians, advanced to the Atghan hills and having

crossed the Hindlkush they spread over a greal portion of the Punjab

lik€ whirlwind. Waves ol migration took a serioua tum of pemanent

menace. Thoir advance was, however, checked lor lhe time boing by

vikramaditya, the king of Uijain whoss successlul resislanca in 57

B.C. marks the beginning oflhe Hindu Samvat era'?!

Although this victory placed a barrier on lhe advance ol barbarians

inlo lhe interior, lhey acquired dominant position throughout lhe

nodh-western regions. The tifst soveroign ot lhe race claiming

!1rF'r. si'dc.,i.r ::



sovereignty over Puniab was Kadlices l, who rcigned lor 30 yeals

(15-45 AD)z. Sind at lhis juncture was under the domination ol Indo-

Parthian Greek kings, ruling the rcalm since the downlall ol the

lvlauryas. The conqu€st of Lower Indus Vallgy was, howevel,

€served for a laler period when Kanishka, lhe third ruler ol this

house, made lhe linal subjugation oi the country. Kanishka is also

lamous lor having convoned a Buddhist council, third of the sefies

aiter his greal predecessor Asoka and like those ol Asoka, the

commenlaries compos€d by his Council have slill the lorce of

religious canon in China, Tibet and l\Iongoliaa. Kanishka di€d in 123

A.D., aft-.r a benevolenl rule of nea y 45 years and was lollowed by

lhree successorc Vasishka, Huvishka and Vasudeva.

Ailer ihe dealh of Vasudeva keigned trom 140-173 A.O.)" The Lower

lndus Valley (Sind proper) hereatter ciled as Indo Scythian continued

lo groan under the Kushan govemors who assumed indepondence

within their own provinces. Th€ absenca ot hialodcd (bla, howovor,

makes it impossible to name those rulels who commanded

indisputable sway over this region and the systsm ol adminislration

they happened to inlroduce. The Scythian h€gemony in Sind

appoars to have been more durablo as it subsisted lor a fairiy long

tims in spite of successive revolulions and lhe ravages of lime

inllicted on this unloftunale and unhappy land.



Wilh the extinction ol the Kushan dynast in the northwest and the

Andhra dynasty in the ints or, the c€nir€ ot gravity shifted once more

lo Pataliputfa and a new and vigorou6 dynasty was brougnt on th€

scsn€. lt was that ol lhe mighty Guptas, whose advont is

charactsised as lhe period ol revival ot Hinduism, and Aryan

supromacy over th6 whole ol lho Sub-Contin€nl. lls founder,

Chandra Gupta was a ruler of a small kingdom whence his marriage

with a Lakhmid princess, brought him new 6lrength and made hin a

paEimolnt rul6r ot whole India. ft was not untilthe reign ol Chandra

Gupra ll (345-415 A.O.) that Sind was also added to th8 rising Gupta

Empire, which now included almost the whole of Indias Oeccan was

never conquered permanenlly by the Guptas although maraud ring

ercu's \r1!i bv GJEIa rJ ers look Ihem lo lhe extreme souln as far as

Adam's b dge'z8.

8v the middle of the liflh century AD another savage €ce, lhe while

Huns began to pour inio lndia. lssuing lrom their srlld reseNoirs in

Central Asia, they advanced to the Hindukush and. havlng entered

Puniab, lh€y appea@d on the very banks ol Ganges with astonishing

soeed. Thoy were, however, deleal€d by Sikandar Gupta' with great

slaughter and were lorc€d to retreat. Taking no cognisance ol lhe

disasler inllicled on them, they appeared again with characterjstic

freshness and vigour. Bul lhis time they did not venlure to advance
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the inledor and contended themselves with retaining the sovereignv

over Punjab and Kashmif,.

Whil6 these €venls were taking place in North India, oewaii, a

kinsman of the royal house of Chitor, succeeded in establishing a line

of kings in Sind, known as ths Rai oynasty. Heuen-Tsang, lhe

Chin€se pilgrim who visiled the lndus Vall€y in the first halt of lhe 6lh

century A.D., speaks ol these kings as Sudras. The reterence |s

pehaps lo Fai Seha6s l. He repons the general prospedty of the

counlry under that rul€6. The othsr rulers ol the dynasv were Fai

Seharas I, Bai Sefasi I, Rai S€haras ll, and RaiSehasilhe ll The

rulers of this dynasiy were all Buddhists and reigned over the country

with greal prudence and justice- Their.eign is prcsumecl to have

extendeil in aggregale over 137 years, probably lrorn 580-630 A D

The boundary ol their kingdom extended fiom Kashmir to lhe Arabian

Sea and ffom Kirman to Kanaui in the east'?e.

In the reign of lhe lourth king, Rai Seharas ll, the lranian Emperor

sent an expodition to sind from Nemroz. Thg king advanc€d to meol

the marauders in person but was defeated and slaino. He was

succeed€d by his son RaiSehasi ll, who is reported !o have repaired

the disaller by repelling th€ aggrssso6 lrom his dominions and by



conducting fegular yearly insp€ction tour ot lrontie63r. Hs was the

lirst to organiso the army on regular basis and he kept it punctually

paicl. Somo new forts w€re also reported lo have been built by ham

with the aid of his subjects who wer€ made exgmpt from paymenl ol

land tax in sxchange lor providing mat€dal and labour ror the tasle.

About ths ygar 630 A.D., Rai Sehasi ll, died a natural death without

an issue: his minister Chach, who later lounded the Brahmin dynasty'

tollowed him.

The Brahmin usuQer. who later married the widow of the dsceased

monarch p@ved lo be a benevolent ruler and under his enlightened

administralion people prospered exceedingly. Rana lrahural. the

.uler of Chitor, a felative of Rai Sehasi ll, marched againsl the

usu|per vlith consideiable forces, but was deleated near Jodhpur and

slain33- Secure in his power, Chach is reported to have made

exlensive tourc ot hls dominions and appointed trustworthy govemorc

ovgr the provinces, Chach rul€d for 40 yeals and was follo!4€d by his

brother Chanclra who h6ld the kingdom for I y€als His nephew

Oahir, tha eldesl son ol Raja Chach, in turn iollowod him. lt was

duing lhe reign oi Ftaja Oahir that the famous Arab invasion ol Sind

look place, under thg command ol llluhammad ibn aFoasim al-

Thaqali, and this broughl to an end the Bahmin dynasly In Sind'



our intefest is panicularly locused on this period onwards when thE

Arabs eslablished their govemment in thi6 part of the Indo'Pak Sub_

Continenl,

During the 2nd hall ol lhe 6th century i-e. in 571 AD a brillianl star

shone on th€ horizon of al-Hiiaz, which was dsstined to illuminato thg

whole wo/d. lt gave the tidings of tho binh ot Prophot Muhammad,

who made his appearanc€ among the mosl barba c and savage

society ol his tim€. Born into a poor but highly ven€rated lamily ol

Qurayesh, in Mecca, he was grieved to see lh€ social, polilical and

religious condition ol his people. Cenlu es ol conlinuous freedom

had tostered in thenl innumerable vices, which could only be washed

off bv z.n absolute and implacable retormer. Wth exlraordinary

taculty and incalculable vigour, lhe Prophet began to preach a new

doctrine ol larth basod on the unity of God and universal b.olherhood

ol the hJman race. In the beginning he v/as r€jected, scomed and

even subiected lo severesl persecution, but atterwards accepled'

honoured and obeved. The process ol conversion to the now tailh

ltas slow and gradual but sur€, and within 11 y€ars alter his

migralion to Yathrab (lrladina) tho prophet was able to unite lhe

waffing tribes of the desert inlo ons compact body, under tne sam€

brotherhood, a phenomenal miracl€, such as had never bsen seen ol

heard of before, He was the masler ol Arabia before his demise and



after hin his worthy succossors brought about lhe neighbouring

countries ot Sy a, iraq, Palestine and Egypl wilhin the orbit ol lslam.

Beiore ihe laps of the 1st cenlury Hijra, his successor built up a

mighty empire extending lrom lhe conJines ol Kashghar to the Allantic

Ocean in the west, an empire grcater than that ol Rome at ats heighl

ol grealfess and sPlendour.

Commercial inlercourse between India and lhe Arab world had

existed Lohg belore ths adv€nt of lslam. Hlndu merchants and the

pilgrims are reported to have visiled the holy shrines ol the Ka'ba

every year and pedcrmed Halj3. The Arabs new more about lndia

lhan any olher couniry ol the wodd due lo lheir exlensive commercial

actvities in lhe Indian Ocean. Thek ships often visited the Indian

ports ol Deybul, Saymur, Earoch and Thana, and their commercial

iniluence exlended as lar as the East lnciies and Ch,na in the Far

East. The Arahs are reporled to have eslablished colonies in Ceylon,

Guirat, Malabar and the Karomandal ooast ol lndia at a wry €arly

date dating back lo the second halt ol the s€venth century of lhe

Chislian era5. ll is re ated thal the people ol Ceylon when they

heard of the advent ol ihe holy Prophet at l'recca, sent one of their

group to ascerlain lhe report and brig and authentic accounl about

the new Prophet and lhe religion lhal he was preaching. The man,

who was subjected lo along voyage by sea, due to bad weather,

reached Madina duing the Caliphate of Umar, the second orlhodox
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Caliph. He had the honour to meet the Caliph and att6r r€ceiving the

required information made his way back homo. On his way back lo

Ceylon, he died in the vicinily ol lvakran, but his Hindu slave

managed to reach Ceylon sately, where he inlormed hls countrymon

aboul lslam, its loundsr and th6 Caliph, a godly pgrson whom he had

seen in simplg palched garment. In consequsnce ihe people ol

Ceylon r{}ally lovsd l\luslims and showed great ailection io them. The

Muslim women caulJhl during the plunder ot eighl vessels sent by the

king ot Cbylon lo Caliph Walid ibn 'Abdul lvalik at Deybul were

undoubtedly the dascendants of those Arab merchanls who had

setlled i the islanc immediately alter lhe incident. one ol those

women belonging tc the libe ol Banu Yalbu' called on al-Hajjaj to

come lo their rescue, and linally th€ incident led to an attack on Sind

which @sulted in the annexation of th€ country in the year 712 AO.5

The Arabs were also acquainted with the Karomandal coast ol India,

which thsy call€d Mandal. lt was lamous for ambgrgis and aloo

wood, whjch wore produced In great quanllty and exponed to the

diflerent ,)ountries ol the wodd37. 8ul the most imporlanl centre for the

Arab wa$ Gujral whose rul€r Ealhara (probably Vallabh-Rai) lelt well

disposed towards the Muslims. ThEy w6rE allowed to establish

colonies in his country, which was thq largesl ol allthe rulgrs oi India.

The inhabiianls of Balhara's counlry believed lhat it was due to lhe

favour shown to the Arabs thal thoir rulors lived a long span of li{e.



The country ol Sind was negl€ctod by the Arabs due lo its aridity,

which is summ€d up in the tamoos Arab general, depded for a

survey vip lo th€ country. Hakim ibn Jabalah al 'Abdi's reply to

Calioh 'Uthrnan'g qu€stion was lhus:

'Th€ water is dirty, lho lruits are bad, and the bandits are dangerous.

ll a smalllorce is sont, it will pedsh; if howevsr, a large lorcs is s€nt, it

will abo pgrish, due lo hunger.'a

In spite al this unlavourable repod, atlempts were made lo conquer

Sind lor the lslamic dominions, as early as the Caliphate ol 'Umar,

the s€cond odhodox Caliph.

The lirst 6ystemalic Expedition againsl Sind and the coastal regiong

o{ India was dkecled kom Oman as early as A.H. 15 (636/37 A.D.).

The organisFr ol this expedition was Uthman ibn Abi alAs' al-

Thaqali, th€ Gov€mor ot Oman, who gent his brof,rq( Mlflirsh to

pillago $e coasts of al-Sind and 6l-Hind as an 6xp9dmental

entgryrise. This piralical raid against Barcch, ooybul and olh6r

coa6tal lowns provEd a success and tho Alab ships rotrmed to the

A6bian pods safoP. Caliph 'Umar, the s€oond orthodox Caliph was

against the policy of extension ot boundades (of Muslim domain) and

moeov6r ssa voyages being pg.ilous in th6ir naluro incured h€aw

losses to human lite. Naval enlerprises wer€ theretoro stemly
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repressod by imposition ot shict regulations and heavy indemniti€s{.

The work of conquest was however, carried on by land and the

province of Farc on the northem coast ol lhe P€rsian Gull was over

run. In A.H.23 (644 A.D.) Suhayl ibn'Adiyu attack€d ths country ol

Kiman which lay in the immediate vicinity ol Fars. The Mazuban

(Govemor) of lho provinc€ r€sisted the advance ol th€ Muslim amy

but he was deteated and killed. The two imponant torls ol lhis region

Jayrlat add Shirian were captur€d in quick succession and lhe

Muslim army advan.ed to Seistan'r. Seistan was lh€ last province of

the lranian empke and ils conquesl brought lo the Arabs close to ihe

border6 ol sind.

The conquest ot Seistan was lollow€d by an attack on l\rakran, under

lh6 leadership ol Hakam ibn 'Amr al-Taghlabi. Ths rul€r ol Makan

(Raja Rasil) was a vassal ol tho king of Sind, who sent some lorces

to his rsscue. But thes€ combined lorces wer6 deleated and

,- dispoc€d, on the bank ol ,iv€t Heknard lmrnonso body l€0 inio tE
hands ol the victor who do not s€6m to hav€ conquerEd th€ region

p€rmanently but return€d to their bas€s loadod with the spoils ol

lmmediat€ly alter the dealh ol 'Umar l, the east€m prcvinces ol Fars,

Khurasan, Seistan and Kirman rose in rcvolt against tho Aaab rule.

The cause of s€dition was pdncipally Yezdegdd, the last Sassanaan

lr.



smp€ror who was still alivs€. 'Abdullah ibn Amir ibn Kurayz who was

appointsd the governor of lraq by lhe third Callph wa6 the€tore

commissioned to deal with th€ situation. In A.H.30 (625 A.D.)

'Abdullah ibn Amr marched on Khurasan and s€nt Muiashi ibn

I\ras'ud alsulami to Kirman, who look lhe towns of Bamiyan and

Borokhroh. He then led his army lo Shidan thg capital ol Kiman,

which capitr./laled alter a siege ol a tew days. The garison was

deslrcyed and a greater portion ol the population banished'. The

lall ol Shi4an was lollowed by the conquest ot Jaydat, Humuzd and

other lo$/ns, where (he Arabs eslablished colonies and many families

adopled a senled lile in the region.

'Abdullan ibn Amir ibn Kurayz under lho instructions from the Caliph

'L,lhman, also sent a naval expediiioo lo the country of Sind, under

lhe leadership ol Hakim ibn Jabalah al- 'Abdi on an intelligence

service to gei inlormation about the condition of lh6 counlry and the

possibilit ot an attack on its. Haldm return€d to lraq aft.r.poettty

sutueying easlom Makran and Balochistan and his reply has already

b€en giv6n abov€4. Th€ Arabs against the lronliers ot Sind therelore

canigd on no lurther incursion during the reign ol the Third orthodox

Caliph. Murdering attacks on Makran and thg bordeF ol S{nd wsle

conlinugd duing lhe Caliphale ol 'Ali and Mu'awiyah, the lounder ol

the Umayyad dynasty. Th6 lirst to violate th€ frontierc ol Sind was

orth iJnn.l 75r .'Ltutrlhun P $s.



Ha lh ibn l,larrah al-Abdi, who in lh€ r6ign ot 'Ali, advanced as far as

Oayqanan (or Qayqan) in the interior ol Balochistan'7 He was

lollowed ln quick succession by two other generals llluhallab ibn Abi

Sul€h and 'Abdullah ibn Sawar ibn al- 'Abdi' both ol whom

penevated larther beyond Qayqanan One ol lhese generals,

Muhallab is reported to have captured Banu and Ahwaz, lying in

between lvullan and Kabul but retlrned back laden with lhe spoils ol

The pernranent conquesi ol [,4akran was however aJfected during lhe

reign ol lv,lu'awiyah ibn Abi Sulian by Sinan ibn Salamah al Hidhli' a

man of repuled piety. He was deputsd by ziyad ibn Abi Sulyan, lhe

Viceroy ol lraq, and was the gene€lwho made his army swear (on

the divorce of their wives) lhal they would remain steadlasl in their

tighl against the enemy- The Muslim army was su@essfol ancl he not

only conquered lvlakran but also made arrangemenls lor its conlrol

and administrationA. Makran hencelorth becamo an Arab p|ovince

and a colony and also an army outpost lor thek atlacks on Sind

Sinan al-Hidhliwas iollowed ln ths govomorship ol l\rakran by Rashid

ibn Amr al-Jadaydi (of the Banu Azd) who raided Qayqanan' but on

his way back to Makan, h6 was defeated and killed by th€ natave

M€ds$. Sinan was therelo@ @stored to the govemorship ol lllakan

which he retained far a pedod ol two yearc and he was su@eed€d by

:("



Mrindhir ibn Jarud ibn Basher. Unlortunately, lMundhir di€d ot an

illness in one of his expeditions to Sind, and was followed by his son

Hakam ibn Mundhk who held lhe province for nea y six monlhs3i.

In 694 A.D. Haijaj ibn Yusul al-Thaqafiwas appoint€d by caliph'Abd

al-Malik as the Viceroy ol all eastem plovincss with headquarters at

Kula. A schoolteacher ot Ta'il, this invincible man distinguished

himsolf by his brillianl care€r as one ol lhe greatest genius ol

mediaeval limes. Belore his appointment to the new post, Hajjai as

the govBrnor oJ the holy cities, h€ld Hijaz and Yem€n as a

dependency, aiier deleating lhe rival Caliph 'Abdullah ibn Zubayr.

lbn ZLrbayr coolended wilh Abd al-Nlalik as the Caliph ol the Muslim

world lor a period ol eleven years, but lell tighting in the siege ol

lvecca in lhe year A.H.73 (693 A.O.)5?.

Hajjaj bin Yusuf, aher taking over his new appointment, immediately

-s€t up an amy underthe command ol Qutaybah jbn Muslim al-Bahili

and senl il to the regions of Oxus and Jaxarles. In a se es of brilllant

campaigns Qutaybah overran th6 regions ot Balkh (Bactda), Sughd

(Soghdiana), Khwarism and Farghana. According to one vadition,

th€ Muslim amies under Oulaybah penetrated as lar as Kashghar,

whsre peace was accorded with the native Chinese$. An expedition

was also sent against Rutbil, the ruler ol Kabul, undet 'Abd al-

Rahman ibn lruhammad ibn al-Ash 'at, in retaliation lor wiihholding



the tdbules. But the most important and long proiected exp€ditlon

was againsl lhe counlry ot sind' whose ruler lailed to comp€nsate th6

loss oi eiSht vessels, sent by tho king ot Ceylon and attacked by the

Sindhi pirates, and episode in which some Muslim ladies are also

rcoortod to have been involveds Wh€n these ships reached in the

vicinilv ot the porl of Deybul, a group ol thieves relerred to as

Nakamarah$ atlacked lhese ships and atter having looled lheir

richss made lhe women prisoners One of these pnsoners was a

Musllm women who is reporled lo have belonged lo the t be ol Bani

'Azizs7 according lo Chach Nama and Bani Yarbu by Baladhuri5r'

shouled "O Hajiai, come to my help" When Hajjaj rec€ived

,nrelligence ol this lact lrom on€ ol tne escaped pnsoners he

hastened to answer, 'So I arn here" He lhen irnmediately dispatched

an envov to Raia Oahir, lhe ruler ol Sind, demanding the retum ol lhe

valuables plunclered and lhs sady rclease ol lhe Muslim women'

The .€ply of Raja Oahir as relaled by th€ author ol Chach l'lama

clea y irdicales lhat the king ol S nd was nol invofued In tho Incld€nt

and thal he could not be held responsible lor the acts of th6 piralos'

committed on the high s€as. Bul the main reason was lh€ political

asylum given by the king ot Sind givsn to one Muhammad ibn

Mu'awiyah al-'Alafi, which kindled lhe wrath of the Viceoy ol lraq

Hajjaj is reported to have had long slanding enmity with the tamily ol

t$.



al-'Alali, who had murdered one ol his lieut6nants Sa'id ibn Aslam al_

Kilabi$. The real r€ason ol th€ revolt ol lh€ 'Alali se€ms to have

been lne oespollc regulatrcns introduc€d in lraq by Haijaj ibn Yusul

afThaqaii.

Tne lirst'egular attack on Sind organised by Hajjai was made under

the leadelship ol 'Abdullah ibn Nabhan al'sulami who according to al

Baladhuri had reached Deybul 'Abdullah was however' killed in as

elcounter w1n lhe slndhran lorces and lhe expedition proved a

failure6o The second a[ack was headed by Budayl ibn TahaJatah al-

Baiali who proceecled to Deybul almost without opposition and led a

siege to it. The gadson came out ol lh€ tort and gave battle to the

invaders but was deleated with hoaw losses and lorced lo retircd'

Timelv reinlorcement lrom Nerun' however saved Deybul from

capitulation and a d€adly conllict ensued behveen the contenolng

armies. Towards the close ol the batllg Budayl tsll from his horse

and was kill€d. His death brought a crushing deleat lor the Muslim

amy.6r According lo al'Baladhud, Budayl does not seem lo have

reached Dybll bul perishsd on th€ way while lighting with the Jats ol

Balochislan@. The lailure ol the two expeditions induced the liery in

Hajjajlo organise lor lhs third tim€ a lino army selected from Syrian

and other Arab conting€nts The command of this new lorce was

entrusted to lmad al'Din l,'luhammad ibn al-Qasim al-Thaqali' a



cousin ol the Viceroy himsell. The invasion ol Sind by Muhammad

ibn al-Oasim al-Thaqati is lhe subject ol the next chapter.

On F day, 13th Muharram, 93 A.H. (713 A.D.) Illuhammad reached

Deybul and lsd siege to it. Doybul was large fortilied town on the

seashore, tvith a lolty temple situat€d in the centre ol the city. A red

flag, which flew over the vaullod portion ol Ine lempl€, was

considered to be most sacred and guarded by a host ol gods The

lvuslim amy piiched their tents, besides the lort and duo a lrench as

a proiection against lhe possible attack ol Sindhis Meanwhile

catapults and other materials ol war, dispatched lrom Makran by sea'

arnveo unexpecledly earlier and were lixed al thelr poper placesd.

The siege ol Deybul continued lor eight days when ^' lhe ninth some

slones tom the catapulls d€cid€d the struggle. The red llag was

pulled down as a result ol which ths garnson issued out of the lort

and gave battle to the invaders, They w€re, however, del€ted with

heavy losses and the fort was captured by lorc6. Th€ first man td

€nter the fort by m€ans of a stalrc$€ wa3 Sa'id ibn Khu'aymah oiiht;

tribe .of ,,lurad, ol al-Kufa, who gave the signal tor lhe general

assaulla. In accordanco wilh tho law of war, all able-bodied men

above ths age oJ 18 were behead€d and their familjes reduced to

slavery. lruhammad ibn al-Qasim built a mosquo in the towns After

taking Deybul Muhammad marchsd on al-Berun, (Kot Nerun) the

inhabitant of which made peace with th€ conqueror and agr€ed to



pay tribute6. The nesl larget of atlack by the Arab anrry was S€hban

(Sehwan) which capitulat€d to Ms'ab ibn 'Abd al-Bahman on

agleeable termsd.

Raja Oahir, th€ invoterate king ol Sind, advanced to meet tho

invad€rs in person, bul lhsir rapid succe6ses obliged hirn to lall back

on Rawar. A bridg€ ol boats was then built by the Muslims with the

aid ol Raja Rasil th€ rulor ol Cutch, and Muhammad advancing wilh

his columns c@ssed the Induso. On the other side ol tho riv€r, he

was with a large army supponed by olophants ready to give him

baltle. Muhammad ibn al- Qasim organised his army under the time

honoured tactics ol righl, left and c€ntre and plac€d himsell in th6

heart ol the army along with some selectsd generals like Hudhayl ibn

alAzdi, Namilah and Mas'ud, sons ol al-Shad al- Kalbi and Makhadq

ibn Kab al- Rasi. A dr€adful conllict €nsu6d as a resull ol lhe

encounter, which continued lor tour days.d

Rala Dahir took ths ffeld In pergon, clad in complete anrxrur, soaH
on an elephant wilh a bow in his hand. 8€sid€ him in th€ Palkiw6r6

seated two dams€ls, one to give him the arrows as quickly as h6

could shoot and the other to relresh him with a Beall€ nut. whonever

requiredro. Towards the closo of the day his elephant €n amok and

rushsd to lhe river to quench his unexpecied thirst. While in the dver,
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the king wa8 inceasantly ghoworcd wlth arows, bul In that houa of
pedl ho did not lose hoart. He fought ga an y by the sid. of his

soldiers; s\Nord in hand but was sunounded by Arab soldiery and was

kill€d, in rhe thick ol fighlingTr. Th€ sindhian army seeing theh t€ader

fall, atlackod with great lury but was defeatod and ropulsod with

hsavy losses. With a ganigon ol 15000 sotdie6, Dahir,s wife Bai (or

Ivayan ol th€ Chach Nama) and his son Jaysia offered son

r€sislance, by shutting the gates of the lod ol Rawar. But

Muhammad divided his a:my in two parts and by selling the lod fiom

catapults, day and night together, destroyed some ot the citadels ol
the tort. The city was th€n taken by assautt and the gafii6on put to

the swordz. Jaysia the son ol Oahir ll6d to Brahminabad and the

queen bumt he.sell dead in th€ s€tl-kindted tir6u. tmmense booty tsll

in tne hands of lh€ vactors inctuding 30000 staves, out ol which gO

gi s were the daughl€rc of lhe prominent rajas7.. One lifth of lh€

spoils along with the h€ad of Raja Dahir w€r€ sent under lhe

comrl.rd of l(a'b ibn lbldErilamad, b Hailal hn yu!ut*D*
as a share ol Baytul Mal (Pubtic Treasury)E.

I\,{uhammad marchod on Brahminabad, the socond larg€st city Ol the

Brahmin Kingdom. On his was Muhammad captua€d th€ twg iorts ol
Eahror and D€lilah, the tormer having a garrison ol .16000 

soldiors

and its capture look mor€ than lwo months due to lhe stubboln

rhi. ! r95rr Bn hun.p.{r
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rosistance offergd by Slndhls who pedsh€d to thg la6l man ln

d€l€nding th€h city76. The inhabilants of Dolllah along with lhok nrlor

Devraj, a cousin of Dahir, evacuatod tho fort under the cover ol

da*ness and escaped to India, by way ol d6s€rt. lluhammad ibn al'

Oasim appointed Nubah ibn Harun as governorol Dolilah and himsell

advancsd lo B€hminabad, situated at lhleg miles from that town. On

reaching Brahminabad, Muhammad l€d siegs to and as usual dug a

trcnch tor the d€lencs of his soldiers. Thore were about 40000

soldiers in the lort, who would come oul of the lon duing daytim€ to

give batlle to the luuslims and rotumed to the lorl in the aftemoon.

The siege continu€d lor more lhan 6 months lrom Raiab to Zil_Haii 93

A-H. At last the residents ol lhe fort sued lor peace. The cily was

handed over to lhe conque@r by a st6tagem and on condition lhat

no harm would be dons to lhe inhabitantst. Muhammad obseryed

slrictly to the promise he made lo lhe p€ople who agrssd to pay

t bule. ll was in ihis lort that queen Ladi, thE wile of Oahk who lalor

b€came wil€ ot Muhammad ibn al-Qasim was captur€d ard brought

belore the conquoroP, This is Chach Nama's version, which seoms

lo be more corrgct but al-Baladhud on th€ contrary roport6 lhal force

and SOOO of remaining torces of Dahkcaptured th6lod were slaint.

Jaysia, the son ol Raia Dahir who was at Brahminabad atter the

ballle of Rawar, wrote in vain to the rulers of -lndia and adioining



toritori6s

response,

subjects,

taking th€

tor h6lp agalnsl lhs Arab invad€rs, but r€caivod no

Ov€rwhelmed by di6appoinhent and the inlidelity ot hls

he €vacuated Brahminabad along wilh his lamiy and by

dssort routo he went to lh€ Rul6rol ChitoP.

The conquest ol Brahminabad was lollowed by an attack on Afor, lhe

capital city ol itsell that was d€tended by Gopi, another son ol Raia

DahiPr. On his way to Aror llluhammad received submission ol th€

inhabitants ol two important localitios, Savindd and Basmad. Built on

the banks ol elernal Mahran, Aror boast€d of vory many tine

buildings, gracelul temples, cool ofchards, connected wilh each other

with clean metalled roads. ll was the m€tropolis ot lhe Hindu

kingdom and contained in it beautitul palaces lor the king, his

ministers and the grand6es of the empire. The lort wall, which

surrounded the cily, was impregnable enough to suller lhe siego for

considerable time. But tirsd ol prolonged nisery the inhabitants sent

a d€putation to mak€ psac€ rvith lhe Arab conque.or and the city

caoitulated without much bloodsheds.

According to the terms of the agrgement no ham was to be done to

th€ anhabitants and lh€ temple ol Buddha was spared. Muhammad

ibn al'Oasim built a mosque at Aror and appointed Bawah ibn Asad

as lhe govsmor ot lh€ town. Th€ judicial tunclions ol the iown were,

however, entrustsd to Mr.isa ibn Ya'qub al-Thaqali who was a
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kinsman ol the conquorof. Aftsr making administrativs

arangements at Aror, Muhammad proceod€d to lhe town ol Bhatyah,

which was situated on lhe soulhern bank ol River Bias. lls ruler

Kaksa, a cousin ol Raia Dahar, who had previously fought against the

I\,{uslims in the battle of Rawar, submitted to the conqueror and

surende€d the lreasuress. Raia Shera lhs ruler oi lskalandah,

which was situated on the othsr sid€ ol River Bias, evacualed the lort

on the approach ot th6 Muslim army and took shelter with the ruler of

al- Sika. l,luhammad granteC peace lo th€ inhabitants ol lskalandah

and appoinied 'Utbah ibn Salamah al-Tamimi as ihe governor of the

lown. Raja Eaiahra, who resisl€d lhe advance ot lhe Muslim army

and inllicted heavy losses on them, d€tended al-Sika, which was the

next targel of Muslim atlack. Some of lhe best companions ot

Muhammad ibn al-Qasim are reporlgd lo have peished in these

raids. and as such Muhammad vowed lo destrcy the whole cily- The

tort was lhen taken by assault and the whole lown was razed to lhe

ground. Raja Baiahra lled to Multan, whlch s66ns to haw be€n ihe

last great town of the Sindhian Kingdom and chiel centre o,

pilgrimage in norlhem India. li was a woll-fortitied lown surrounded

by a Lofty and slrong wall. Muhammad led siege to it, which

conlinued lor a long time. The provisions having been wholly

consumed, the Muslim soldiers had recourso to killAsses lor lood6.



However, a man came kom the lort and rsv€aled th€ passage

through which water was suppli€d to the town The Muslims' theroby

lorcing the inhabitants lo sue lor peace and surrender the torl'

immediately closed thg entrancE. All able-bodied persons, whose

nlmber is given as 6000, and capabl€ of taking arms' were

beheaded and their lamilies reduced to bondages. I was in this town

that Muhammad grantsd amnosty to 6000 monks but they also were

reduced lo slavery. Ths idol ot Multan ideniitied with thal 0i Job

(Ayub) was, however, not molest€d but lhe temple was rcbbed ol all

ils iche:i!7. lmmense booly lell in the hands ol tho victors, which

apan lrom huge cash, included a large quantity ol gold' silver, pearls'

rubies. hoarded in that edilice lor countless gen€fations. The temple

yielded 13000 maunds ol pule gold apart trom other richss lt was

due lo the great qL.antily of gold sgcured lrom Multan thal il b€came

known as Fai Bayl alohahabo. Th€ eslimated value ol lhe booty

came to aboul 120 million dirhams whil6 the exponditure incurr€d on

the exo€dition was not more than 60 million dirhamsP. Alter the

conquest ol MrJltan Muhammad built a mosqug tor the Muslims and

aopointed Da'ud ibn Nasr al'Omani as the govemor ot thal citys.

Having setlled the aflaiE ol Multan, Muhammad pushod on his march

further nodh and r€ached a plac€ called Panj lllahyat (possible Panj

Nad) where lhe demarcation lino betwe€n Sind and Kashmir was re-
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estab ished. Chach, the great Brahmin ruler ot Sind, previously fixod

lhsse b(undaries:'.

illuharnrnad ibn al-Qasim conlemplated and atlack on the inteior ol

India and had actrally sent and amy against the kingdom of Kanauj

under Lbu Hakim Shaybani. Abu Hakim is repoded lo have

advan,:eC as lar as Udhaypufl in modern Raiputana but th€ recall ol

lruharnnrad ibn il-Qasirn lo Damascus hamp€red all progress and

the Mus im army lherelore retumod to lvlulian.

[,leanM'hile, l\ruhammad ibn al-Qasim, atler having retumed to Aror

hom lvlulla anacked Nilma and Sirsuit, in modern Kathiawad. Meds

;vho cofimitted ads of piracy on the high seas inhabiled th€se

regicrr.. The nier of Khiraj, Duhar, was also deteat€d and his

dominionli incorpor,rtod in lhe 1€rrilori6s conquered by the lruslim6a,

End ot-uuha!-Il?dbn-aLQgsllm ali
Caliph W.tlid diec in lhe year 96 AH. and was succeed€d by his

bralher Sulayr'an ibn 'Abd alMalik who dismissed Muhammad ibn

al-Qasim d appointed Yazid ibn Abi-Kabasha as-Saksaki as the

governor cl Sind. \'azid arrested Muhammad ibn al-Oasim and sent

hinr to l?q where he was imprisoned at Wasit by the 'Afiil ol lraq

Salilr i5r .l\bd al-B,thman. I\,4uhammad lvas later tortured lo dealh by
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Salih who thersby av€nqod thE death ol his brother Adam, killod by

Hajiaj ibn Yusui al-Thaqafi on charges ol being a Khails.

The 6tory ot the Chach Nama that Muhammad was killod by way oi

punishmenl {or molesling Raja Dahi/s two daughterss i9 a mere

liction and se6ms to have b€€n cooked up by the author of Chach

Nama hims6ll to iustify the inhuman death ol the conquercr. The real

cause ot the lall ol Muhammad ibn aloasim was due to the personal

teelings ol the n€w Caliph Sulayman ibn 'Abd al-lllalik who was

hostile to the family ol Hajiaj. Haijaj had actively opposed the

succession of Sulayman and had porsuaded Walid to appoinl his son

'Abd al-l,ziz as heir aDparenl to the throne. He is also r€ported lo

have insLrlted Sulayman and had he been given time, h€ would have

certainly succ€eded in setting aside lh€ succession ol Sulayman6.

Secondly, Hajjaj maintain€d a kind of enmity with llluhallab ibn Abi

Sulrah and his lamily. He has during th€ pedod ol his power

disnis6€d Yazid ibn Muhsllab and hi6 broth€rs l'om th6 rgsp€olive

ollices held by them. Yazid u/as lhe Govomor of Khurasan and hls

brother Habib h€ld the Govemorsihip ot Kirman whilst lhe third one

'Abd al-Malik was a po'ic6 otficor. ln 86 A.H. alllhe three broth€rs

werE put inlo prison und9r th€ o.d66 ol Haijai but thoy managed lo

escape atter the lapss ol lour years and took shelter wilh Sulayman

ibn 'Abd al-Malik, the crown pdnc€.
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lmmsdiat€ly alter his accession to the Caliphate Sulayman appoini9d

Yazid ibn Muhaltab as viceroy over all tho eastem provineese, tho

po$ previously held by Hajjaj under Walid ibn'Abd al'Malik.

Mu'awiyah ibn Muhallab assistod lbn Abi Kabasha who was

appoinl€d to the govemment ot Sind and an ofticer belonging to lhe

lamily ot Akk, in aresting Muhammad ibn alQasim and bdnging him

back to laq. Nluhammad could have defied the ord€rc ol th6 calliph

and had means lo olfer rcsistanc€ as would appear frcm his own

But as a noble man and a disciplined soldier, he submiited to the

authority ot the Caliph possibly an the hope ol receiving due

consideration tor his services to th€ umayyad cause He was'

however. treated roughly as a state enemy and killed in a very

inhuman manner. Muhammad ibn al-Qasim had endeared himsell to

the nativss of Sind by his human€ disposition, tolerant views and

policy ol rdclnciliation, the quallti€g lacking in mcat conquerors.. His

deaih therefore, gfieved the people of Sind who loved him with

sinceresl altection. ln order to p6rpstuate his memory, they aro

reooded to have built a statue of Muhammad ibn al-Oasim at Khiaj

and remembsr€d him long for his ercellent qualitiess.



lJmawad Governors:

The rule ol L,mayyad and 'Abbasid govemors who succeed€d each

other in rapid succession with the €xception ol a lew, was nol a

happy one lor the country of Sind. The nativqs who seemed to have

hated loreign rule were in a stat€ ol chronic revolt as would appoar

kom the historical accounls. Muhammad ibn al_Qasim was al lvll/llan

when he was recalled to Damascus By Caliph Sulayman ibn 'AM al-

Malik, who appointed Yazid ibn Abi Kabasha as-Saksaki as gov6rnor

ol sird. lvluhammad was arreslec by new governor and sent lo lraq

where he was imprisoned by salih ibn Abd al'Rahman, the'Amilol

lraq, who had old account lo settle with the tamily ot Abi 'Aqil al-

Thaqali. llluhammad was tortured to death by Salih who was thereby

avenged the death ol his brother Adam, killed by Haijai lbn Yusul al-

Thaqati, on charges of being a Kharjii@.

Yazid ibn Abi Kabasha as-Saksaki died 18 days aftor his arival in

Sind and was allowed by Habib lbn Muhallab ibn Abi Sutrah. By fi8
time, Dahir's son Jaysia had rocovsred a greater portion ol his

iatheis dominions and establish6d himselt at Brahminabad Habib

do€s not seem to have interlered with his aulhority and attacked Aror'

which capitulated on agreeabl€ temsror. Caliph Sllayman di6d in 99

A.H. (717 A.D.) aiter a briel reign oi three years and was succeedsd

by h s cousin ihe pious 'L,mar ibn 'Abd al-Aziz who inaugurated a

oolicv ol reconciiation and invited lhe rulers oi afsind and al'Hind lo



accept lslam. The pious Caliph re6tor€d Jaysia, who is bponed lo

have acc?pted lslam, to his tathe/s dominion The Caliph's govamor

'Amf ibn Muslim al-Bahili, who lollowed Habib ibn Muhallab made

successive expediiions against othsr parts of the country and re-

conquered it lor the umayyadr@. Yazid ibn 'Abd al-Maljk' who

succeeded 'Umar ll as Caliph al Damascus appoinled Junayd ibn

Abd al-Bahman al-l\,43ri as governor ot Sind and held lhis post iill the

death ol Hisham ibn'Abd al.l,4alik. Junayd r€-conqu€red all the

importanl towns ol the valley one by one and tumed his attenton to

the jnterior of India and conducted successful oxpeditions against

Gujrat and Nilma, which are also @ported to have been conquered by

lhs Musllmslo3. According to on€ account Junayd is reported 10 have

sent expedilions even against Malwa and Ujjain, which returned back

with a large amount ol booly. The booty collected in these attacks

was so greal thal although spent lavishly by the govemor, he could

save 40OO rnillion dirhams, which he sent to the Central Treasury'@

Junavd ibn Abd al-Ftahman was succeeded by Tamim ibn Zayd al'

'Utbi, who possessed excellent qualiligs, and was a man of humane

disposition although of a weak tempsrament. He died of illness near

Doybul and was lollowed by Hakam ibn 'Awana al_Kalbi. Due 10 lhs

weak policies ol Tamim ibn Zayd, a greater portion ol the province ol

Sind was re-conquered by lhe natives and, as a result ot which, the

Arabs were expelled f.om their colonies and centres €slablishecl on

.JI,



th€ Sindhian soil. when Hakim ibn-Awana al-Kalbl came to Sind h6

lound no place ol salety lor the Muslims. He lounded therelob a

new town on the other side ol the river and named it al-lllahluzalc,

Ons ol his chief counsellors, 'Amr ibn l\ruhammad ibn al-Oasim who

accompanied him to Sind, founded another town (opposile to al-

Mahluzai called al.Mansurah in commemoration ol the victory won

againsl lhe natives. Al-Mansurah later becams the chief centre of

Arablan activilies and linally lh€ capilal ol lh6 Kingdom ol al-

Nlansurai'6. lt was with Hakam that. l\,,lundhir ibn Zubayr ibn 'Abd af

Bahman al-Habbaricame to Sind, whose grandson Umar ibn'Abd af

Aziz latef founded tne dynasty ot the rulers ol al-lvansurahroT. Hakam

is reporled to have been killed n an expedition against the nalives

and was succeeded by 'Amr ibn l\,,luhammad, the son ol Thaqafi

conqueror of Sind. Am. seems to have been involved in the civil war

lhal broke oul between lhe Arab tbes throughout the Indus Valley.

He was deleated and besieged in his capiial by the insurgents, but

was rescued by the timely help ol Yusu{ ibn 'Umar al-Thaqafi, lh€

governoroi lraqr4. Amf ibn l\ruhammad al-Thaqafiwas dismissed by

Caliph Walld ibn Yazid, who succeeded Hisham ibn 'Abd al-Malik at

Damascus. He appointed Yazd ibn 'Arar to the govemmeni of Sind

in the vear 125 A,H, Vazid who seems to havs be€n w€ll-versed in

the ad of adminislralion look imm€diate action to restore order but h9

lell himsol{ prey to another ambitious man l\lansur ibn Jamhur al-

.rl



Kalbi. llansur, as we are told was ono of the rebellious chiels ol the

declining Umayyad State and he had a hand in the murder ol Walid

ibn Yazid'@. H€ look active part in the two uprisings headed by

Abbas ibn Hisham and Abdullah ibn Muqwiyah, the princes ol the

Umayyad lamily bul having lailed in his designs to gain power he flgd

to Sind. Ya2id ibn 'Arar who was well informed about his activities,

refused to grant him the permission to enter his territories by crossing

the Indus. lvlansur lherelore atlacked Sehwan and caplured il by

force, He then gave orders for the construction ot a bidge over lhe

Indus ard having cossed il, altacked Yazid ibn'Ara/s lorces by

surprise. Yazid, who never suspecled an attack hom l ansur' macle

no Dreoalration to rgsisl hls advanca, He was then delealed with

heaw losses and was forced to take fetuge in lhe allvlansuah fort'

which was besieged by the lorces ol Mansur, Tired of war and

relying on the fidelily of Mansur, Yazid surrendered the lort to l\,4ansur

bui rsceived inh!man ireatment liom ihe newcomgr who put him lo

dealh in tl6 rnost horible mann€r, Mansur, who now became the

ruler of Sind, appointed his broth€r over Weslem Sind, which

included lhe towns of Deybul and Oandabil (modem Ghandhava)

He lh€n busied himsell in making atang€ments lor the pacitication ol

the country and the r€storation ol order. While lhese events were

taking place in Sind, the rest ol the Arab world was witnessing a grsat

civil war, which finally brought a n€w and more vigorous dynasly ol

Caliphs in Baghdad, the'Abbasidsrr0.
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ll - Historv ol al-Mansurah

Foundation of al-Mansurah:

The lerm al.Mansurah is de v€d from Nast, which means victory, and

I s highly probable that the ioundalion ol allransurah signilied a

grcat viclory won by the Arabs againsl the natives ol Sind"'

The rencwned Muslim geogEpher aFMas'udi relates that the city ot

al-lvansurah owes ls name to I\,4ansur ibn Jamhur al'Kalbi, the lasl

Umayyad govenor ol Sind, who defended the province against lhe

domination ol the 'Abbasidsri'?. ll is relaled thal afler the

eslablisl'ment ol 'Abbasids in lraq, Abu lluslim Khorasani sent

Mughlis al-Abdi wlth investture as governor ol Sind. He entered the

trontiers oi Sind irom Takharistan side, but was deleated by the

forces of l\,lansur al-Kalbi and kill6d. He was lhen lollowed by Musa

ibn Ka'b al-Tamimi who came to Slnd with st@nger lorce. Tho enlry

ol l\,lusa ibn Ka'b inlo Sind was likewise rssisted by Mansur but

unluckily his broth€r Manzur was killed in an action and he himseli.

dsleated by the newcomer, had to flee to lhe des6rt ol Raiputana,

where he is reported to have perished in ths sands'13.
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Zakariyah al-Oazvini who lollow€d Mas'udi in his eastern tours

conlradi:ts l\,ias'udi's views by slaling that al-Mansurah was so called

atier th6 name ot the socond Abbasid Caliph Abu'Ja'far al l,'lansur

and was also siyled "lvlansu yah thania', the second al'l/ansulah.

He lurther adds thai it is very hot and is encircled by a bfanch ol lhe

river l\,4ahran. lt has many tleas but its water is sweet and it is a place

of consr.ierabLe sizei n- Zakariya's views are corroboraied by lbn al

Wardi al Oarshi who is also ol the opinion that al'Mansurah was

lounded du ng the reign ol al-Mansur ihe second'Abbasid ruler, who

according to him, wa€ the real lounder ol al'Mansurahr15

Yaqut al- Hamavi, lhe greal Arab geographer and encyclopaedist

who ior,ished in 13th ceniury AD gives three diiferent lheoies about

the loundalion of al-lvlansurah. Ouoiing Hasan ibn Ahmad al-

I\,{uhallalrl. he savs that the town of al-l/lansurah was lounded duing

the lim6 ot Abu-Ja'far al fi,'lansur lh€ second Abbasid Caliph and

named afrer hiil. Th6 {ounder of lhe town was, horv€v€r, 'Amr lbn

Hafs al-Hazarmard al-lUuhallabir16 who was the governor of Sind at

that ime. Tne other two theo es, in which he menlons the names ol

al-Mas'udi and Hisham respeclivgly as his chiel inlormants' make

Mansur ibn Jamhur al-Kalbi lh€ real founder of al'MansurahilT

Belore Yaqut gave his views. al-ldrisi had already admilted lhe

authenlicily oi this lact by stating that lour new cities were lounded



durinq the reign ol al-Mansur, th6 second Abbasid Caliph. Those

wer6 Baghdad in lraq, al_l\,'lansurah in Sind' al-Masisah oa lhg

lvloditerranean and alRaliqah 1n ihe land ot Jazirah (i e

Mesopolamia)."u

Al-Baladhuri, the oldest historian on the conlrary reports lhat al-

N4ansurah was iounied by'Amr son of Muhammad ibn al_Oasim al'

Thaqali, luring the govemorship ol Hakam ibn 'Awana alKalbi. Hi

gives a very lucid account of its loundalion and says that "during th€

reign of |lisham lbn Abd al Malik the sevsnlh Umayyad ruler ol ths

Hakmlte Sranch, Tarn m ibn Zayd al'ljlbi was made the governor ol

Slnd. Due to hLs weak policy, perhaps leniency, the country ol Sind

was re-crnquerecl by the sindhis and the Arab families who had

setlled i1 lhe province were expelled lrom lheir colonies ano

settlements. Tamim ibn Zayd alulbi was succeeded by Hakam ibn

'Awana irn Awana alKalbi, who when he came to Sind lound no

plac€ oi salety lor the llluslims. In ordsr to b ng all the Arab tibes

together at one lace he lound€d a new town on the eastom bank of

th€ Buhai€h (lake ol estuary) lacing al-Hind (i e. India) and named it

al'[,4ahluza. This nev/ town not only became a place oi rejuge tor the

lluslims out also served ?s the Headquaner lor lhe govemor ancl hls

army tor conducting regular military operations against ths re,ractory

natives- These steps resulled in the complete pacilication of ths

counlry and the land was once again re-conquered by lhe Arabs.

Among lne chiei counsellors who accompanied Hakam, was one,



'Amr th€ son ot ibn al- Qasim al.Thaqafi, lhq Arab conqueror ol Sind

who as or inlormant relat6s, was ontru6t€d with a task ol grcat

military (importance) in which he becam€ successlul. To

comm€morate his victory, 'Amr lounded another town on lh€ oth€r

side ol tle dver, which he namo al-Mansulahire,

This statement of al-Baladhu.i aboul the foundation ot al-Mansurah,

is supponed by the two groal histoian6 lbn al-Athir and lbn-Khaldun

who rcpeat the same version in theh great work on Muslim History.

They also assert that al-Mansurah was lounded by 'Amr son ol

Muhammad ibn al-Qasim al-Thaqali during the governo6hip ol

Hakam ibn 'Awana al-Kalbi.'a

Abu Rayhan al-Beruni, writing in 11'h centu.y AD givss a totally

difierent lh€ory about th€ toundation ol alMansurah. He says that

Al-Ya'qubi who like alBaladhuri may be considered lo be almosl

contempoEry lo lho events reports lhat Hakam ibn 'Av/ana al-Kalbi

who succeeded ibn Zayd al- Ulbi as gov€rnor ol Sind, on his arival

attackod and conouerod Cutch. Ho th€n founded tho town al-

Mahluza lor the Muslims and brought lhe whole counlry under

subjugation. During his governoGhip Amr son ot Muhammad ibn al-

Oasim al-Thaoali who accomoanied him lo Sind lounded anoth6r

town on the other side ol the dver and nam6d it al-Man5uGh.8'



Muhammad ibn al_Oasim €nter€d Sind lrom Siiistan side and after

havinq conquerecl the whole country gavE the name al-Mansurah to

Brahminabad and al'Ma'mu yah to Multanrz Abu af Fadl' the court

historian ot Akbar, on the contrary says that Bhakkar' a small town in

lhe middie oi lhe river lndus in upper Sind, was al-Mansurah on the

assumpl on that aiter the conquest ol Sind by lhe Arabs they

changed ihe narne cl lts capilal Arcr to al_lvlansurah' signiiying their

victory overthe rulers oi Sind r'?3

The queston now a ses as lo who was the real iounder ol al_

Mansurah? Al'Masudi is lhe only percon among those menlloneo

earlier. v/ho visiled llind, bul his account about the foundation ol al-

l,,lansurah is lar iroi] histoacal lnilh His view that al_Mansurah was

Iounded by Mansur ibn Jamhur al'Kalbi is totally uniounded- lt was in

existenc-.long beloi'e lhe arrivalol ibn Jamhur in Sind' who is laier

reported lo have laid siege to it r" lt is related lhal due to intrigurng

natur€ ot Mansur'ibn Jamhu al_Kalbi he was not pormitl€d to enter

the territories of al'Mansurah by ils governor Yazid ibn'Arar' lhe

successor ol 'AmI son ol ibn al'oasim llanSur had' therelore'

recou€e to stratagem, by which he was able to oblain possessron ol

the Fort ol Sehwan, where he made his pr€parations ol his attack on

all\ransurah.r'?5 ll, however, he lound€d al-Ilansurah ihen there was

no necessity oJ ils preparations for its conquest Likewise the
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staiement ihal alMansurah was lounded by 'Abu Ja'far al_Mansur,

ihe second Abbasid Caliph is also unbelievabls. Al'ldansu€h was the

headquarler ot the Umayyad governors long befoG the advenl ol the

Abbasids.r6 Thero is no doubt lhat il was r6covered lrom the

usurp€r fulansur bn Jamhur al-Kalbi immedialely alt6r lhe

establishment ol the Abbasid rule in kaq- lt ssems that 'Amr ibn Hals

al-Hazarmard al-lvrihallabi, who was lhe govemor ol Sind duing the

reign ol al-Mansur, nright have namsd it atter his sove@agn, in order

lo aggrandise his name and kom that time onwards ths city became

known aiter lhe second Abbasid Caliph. The succeeding governors

who were paid employees ol the Abbasids mighl have given wide

publicily !o the fact tllat al-lvansurah had been tounded by Abu Ja'far

al-lv,lansur,

It is also incorrect to assume that the loundation of al-Mansurah was

laid by Muhammad ibn al-Oasim al-Thaqati, lhe Arab conqu€ror ot

Sind, as repon€d by al-Beruni. Ha s€€ms to have put lo a.d his own

views on th6 assumption that lhe only great victory won by the Arabs

against Sind was mad€ by Muhammad ibn al-Oasim al-Thaqafi,

henc6 lhs nam6 al-l\,{ansurah might hav6 been given by him to

Brahminabad which bore both names during hig tim6.1? The court

historian of Akbar, Abu al-Fadl also s€ems lo have involved himsell in

a greal nisunderstanding by citing Bhakkar as al-Mansurah.ra In this

he seems lo havo iollowed the accounls ol mosl ol the Arab



geographers who desc b€d that al'Mansurah as an island in 6hape

situated belween the lwo arms ol th€ rlv€r Indus i'ze H€ might hav€

also rnisunderstoocl th€ site oi Arab capital on lhe assumption that it

might have been lconded n€ar th6 ancient Hindu capital ol Sind'

!'rr ch v/a:; l\'o' 4ea'the modern town ol Bohri

The earliesl accoun::i cleady indicate that al'L'lansurah was lounded

near Brahr'inabad exactly opposile al-Mahfuza' which was the lirsl

Arab set:letnent in .Sind. lt is also clear trom the accounts lhai its

lounder ,,uas 'Amr sc,n ol f,'luhammad ibn al-Oasim al-Thaqali' who

came lo Sind wiih llakam ibn Awana al'Kalbi and hter succeedeo

with him to lhe governorship ol si6d. The absence ol the hislorical

data. hov/eJer, makes it very dilticult to determine the period during

which al lvlnnsurah v,/as loundecl by 'Amr son ol Muhammad ibn af

Oasim al-Thaqafi. lt is stated that Hakam ibn 'Awana al-Kalbi with

whom AInr came lo l;ind was an appoinlee ot Khalid ibn 'Abdullah al-

Qasd, the tamous licoroyio ol lraq. He was in pos'er tor litteon

years, ll('m 105 AH lo 120 AH and Hakam was lhe second govemor'

posled lo Sjind during his viceroyalty. ll is' lherolore, probabls thal

the period ol Hekam's govsrnorship over Sind might have

commen,)€l kom 110 AH lt would be' therelor€, more accurate to

place lhe pedod of aFlvlansurah's loundalion betw€en 110 AH to 120

AH, the period duing which Hakam r6mained gov€rnor ol Sind'

Since Hakirm took Jp the work of conqlest immediately afier his
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arrival in Sind, it is probable lhat al_Mansurah might have been

lounded by about 1 1 5 AH (coresponding to 734 AD) shortly atter the

ioundation oi allvlahfuza, which was buill earlier by the governor

Henry Cousens in his treatise on the antiquities oi Sind, is of the

opinion lhai al-Mansurah was lounded by'Amr son ol L'luhammad ibn

al-Oas m al-Thaqau and in thls conneclion he relies mostly on the

accounts of al-Baladhuri, the oldesi histo an Blt H G Raverty who

seems to agree to the accounts ot al'Baladhuri, al-lltas'udi' and al'

ldrisl, who have given lhree diilerenl theo es abotii the loundation oi

a!Mansurah sums Lrp his conclusion in the tollowing words:'lf all the

three writers are correct, then Mansurah was iounded during

Hakam s time, lurnished in the lime ol Mansur son ol Jamhur and the

name -erery contrnued by Abu Ja iar lvlansur."'

lndependent Dynastv at al'Mansurah - Banu Habbar:

Chronology ot events; foundalign ot an independent

dynasty

Caliph al-N,lulawakkil was ihe lasi greal ruler ol the house of Abbas

whose assassination 1n 247 | 861 marked the period of gradual

decl ne oi lhe Abbasid Caliphate and the disintegration ol lhe Empire

The Turliish guards who were originally recruated lo curb the ever'



increasing power cl the Persians and Khurasanians becam6 a source

of pemanent nuisance to the Abba6id State. ln lhe later pedod ol the

Abbasid hegemony, the Turkish guards usuned lhe whole power

rendering the Caiiph totally impotent to d€al wilh any siluation.

Although lhe dignity of lhe caliph was mainlained in highest

splendour, his aulhoriiy was not accepied beyond the cily walls oi

Baghdad. Even in his capilal he was as powerless as in his dominion

and was chielly confined to palace and the harem. Th€ Tu*ish

guards made and unmade Caliphs, apDointed and lranslered

govemors and execised all regal powers.ls lt was during this peiod

ol degeneracy and decline that the provinces of Khurasan &

Transoxiana were losl to the Samanids and Davlamites osnelraied

lnlo the interior ol lraq. Nonh Akica except Egypl likewise was losl to

the Fatimids who were now caruing a kingdom for themselves in the

dislanl Maghrib. Wo.st ol all were the raids of lhe Oarmathian

heretics who pluncered the cities ot Basfa and Kula and threal€ned

to attack lhe imp€ialrity ils6l{.!s In the cours€ ol th6ir inroad€ lh€y

caplured l\,lecca, massacred the pilgrims and cafiied away ihe black

stone, the universal objecl ol ths lvuslim veneration. Thsy r€tained

lhis relic oi ancient AEbian beliel lor a period ol 20 years and it was

only atter lhe r6quesl of Fatimid Caliph al-l ansur thal it was linally

reslor€d to ths holy l(a'ba in 339 / 951.r5
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Polillcal scene in the Countrv ot Slnd undsr the

Abbasids:

Under these circumstances the most distant provinces partook in

general decline and assumed ind€pendence under their respective

governors. The couniry ol Sind, which exlended from lvullan to the

Arabian Ssa, neglecled by central government, was divid€d into

sev€ral p ncipalities and ruled by various Arab Chiets independ€nt ol

each other. These rulers although owing no political allegiance lo the

Caliph, acknowledged him as lheir suzerain by reciling his name in

lhe Friday prayers, and by ths occasional dispatch ol precrous

gilts.136

The virtoal renunciation ol the political control of ihe Abbasids in Sind

may be claled lrom lhe yeat 257 | 872'73 vrhen caliph alMu'tamid'

in order Lo diverl Ya'qub ibn Lavlh al'Salari's inlentions kom attacking

lraq conlered upon him the govgrnmenl of Sind' Balkh and

Taba 6tan in addition to Kirman and Seistan with which h6 was

alrcady invesled.'37 Ya'qub who was reluctant to accepl the deal and

rejected lhe oller ol lhe caliph, atlacked lraq. He wa6, however'

deleated and lorced lo tlee lo Siiistan where he died in the y€ar (265 /

879-80).1s
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Since Ya'qub ibn Layth was hims€ll involved in ruthless slruggle lor

powef, he does nol seeft io have iaken much inloresl in the alfairs ol

Sind. The lwo principal kingdoms ol al-Mansurah and Mullan being

unmind:'ul ol events which took place in lran (Percia) conlinrigd to be

governod by their rulers. The kingdom ol al-lvansurah, which

extended from Aror lo ihe Sea, was governed by Umar ibn Abd al-

Aziz al.Habbari, who had conlrol over the alfairs of Sind. His

descendanls contrnued lo rule the realm lill lhe ise of Mahmud of

Ghazni, u/ho annexed il lo his dominions in the year (416/ 1026'

27) \1'g

It appears that the rulers of a-lvlansurah might have been lnfluenced

by lhe Shfites propagand sts, whose missionary works in lhe

province ol Sind, nray be dated as ea yas150/767-68. lt is related

lhat Ab(lillah ibn Muhammad al-Ashlar, a descendenl ol 'Ali migrated

to Sind rlurng the gcvsrnor-ship ol 'Amr son ol Hal6 al-Hazarmard al-

Muhallabi, in disguiso as a trader ol horces. Th€ govemor with every

malk of respect rho, himselt being a rnan of pro-Shi'ile views

afforded him adequale sheller received him. On receiving

inlelligsnce of the news, the Caliph al-Mansur look ihe governor to

lask for sympalhizing with the stat€ enemy and transtefied him to the

governnrent o! Noth Aldca.ro H9 was replaced by Hisham ibn 'Amr



alTaghlabi, who killed Abdullah

Caliph along wilh the lamily ollhe

al-A€htar and sent hi8 head to thg

dec€as€d Shi'ites leader."'

An other Qurayshite' a descendant ol Samah ibn Luya' wno

maintained his capital at Multan' held the kingdom ol Multan' thg

boundafies ol which extended hom Aror lo the conlines ol

Kashmir.'{ l,lultan was lamous for lhe temple of Sun and its greal

ldol was lhe oblect oi veneration lor the non'Muslims ot Sind and

Hind, who ilocked to it, to ofler obedience and tribule Al'Mas'udi

who visited the Indus valley after 300 A H reports that Multan still

retained the narne ol Fari Bayt alDhahab' ihe name given lo il by ihg

Arab conquerors who lound abundant ol gold in the lemple i€

Orioin of the Habbarid Rulers of alMansurah:

The dynasly of the Banu Habbar lakes it name lrom Habbar ilrn al_

Aswad ol the Banu Asad tribe who was nolorious lor its opposilion lo

lh6 holy Prophet and ths religion ol lslam Habbar ibn al'Aswad is

reoorled to have reviled lhe holy Prophet in public by saiidsing him

and making absurd popaganda against him r{ His brother Zama h

ibn alAsB_ad was one ol lhe chieJ contederales who fought agalnst

the Muslims in the battle ol Badr' but was slain along wilh his tr/lo

other brcthers.'4 In 2nd year ol A H while migrating to Medina ths

orophel s dauqhter Zaynab was pursued by Habbar rbn al_Aswad
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who is reported to have struck her wilh a lance, sho lelllrom th6 back

of the cameland was so gdevously hurt that it resulted in ih6 death ol

the child wilh which she was pregnant.r4

Dudng lhe reign ol Caliph al-Mutawakkil232'247 I 8/7-861 lierce civil

war baoke out among the Arab trib€s ol Mudar and Yemen lhal

overwhelmed the whole Indus Valley. The gov€rnor ol Sind lmran ibn

Ilusa al-Bamaki took lhe side ot the Yemenitss, who commitl€d acls

ol great atrociiy and vandalism against their adversaries ln this

period ot chaos'lJmar ibn'Abd al-Aziz al'Habbarr who was lhe leader

ol the Mudarites altacksd the govemor and kill€d him.r'7 He lhen

iook over ths conlrol ol lhe enlire lower valley of lhe Indus and asked

the Caliph al.[,4utawakkil to coniirm hitn in the government ot Sind

The Caliph worded and sick of hearing the news ol revolts every

where acceded lo his request and appointed him governor ol Sind in

lhe year (240 / 855).ra Though an appointse ot an Abbasid Caliph'

Umar ibn Abd al-Aziz later showed sions ol indepondencs and taking

advantag€ of the disorders that took place after the assas6ination of

Caliph al.lvlutawakkil, ho laid the loundation oJ lhe Independent Arab

Kingdom ol alMansurah.l€ Following are the names of the Amirs ol

Habbad Oynasty who ruled over al-Mansurah betwesn 855'1025 AD:

Llr) b^ Hnr.rlL II P rL0



S. No, Name ol H.bberl Rul€r P.nod-AH/(AD) Abbarld Callph6

1. Umar bin-Abd alAziz al-

Habbari

240 - 27O lA55 - AA3l4) al-l\rutawakkil.

2. Abdullah bin Umar 270 . 300 (884 to 91 3) al-Mu'tamid

3. Umar bin-Abdullah 300 - 330 (913 to 9a3) al-[,luqtadlr

4. Muhamrnad bin Abdullah 330 - 360 (943 to 973) al-Muttaqi

5. Ati bin Umar 360 - 375 (973 lo 987) al-Taiya

6. (?) [.,lanbi ibn Ali

umar

brn 375 - 401 (987 to 1010) al-Qadir Billah

7. Khafil (Soomro) 401 - 416 (1010 to 25) alOadir Billah

The last ruler was defeated by Sullan Mahmud ot Ghazna in 416

/1026. But according lo Pathan's stalelJtent Sind r,!as properly

conquered in the reign of Sullao lras'ud Ghaznirs.

Pir Hassamuddin Shah Bashdi, Dr. Mumiaz Pathan, M H. Panwhar

ancl Dr. Nazim all hold that the last ruler ot the dynasty Khalif is ono

ol ths names ol the Soomrah ruler6 over Sind, His name, howev€l'

has nol been .nentioned in lhe Tuhfat_ul_lkiram and other histo cal

accounts as lhe first ruler ol the Soomrah dynasly rul€d over Sind

from 1051 AD while Khalit took ovsr the conlrolof al_Mansurah from

401-416/1010-1025. lt was in the year 416 /1025 lhat Sullan

Mahmud of Ghazna dsleated him while on his way back to Ghazna

lrom lhe expedition ol Somnalh. Mansurah is reported to have been a



great commeoial c€nke at

att buted to the shilt ol lhe

distuhance / calamilyls!.

that time. The

lndus River or

d€structlon of the clty is

civil war or even a violent

lbn Hazm and ibn Khaldun, both assefl that Sultan lllahmud ol

Ghazni broughl about the end ol ihe Arab Kingdom oi al-

l/ansurah,'e but no reason has been assigned lor the extinguishing

ol the Arab nile in lhe counlry.

Masumi a ocal hsloian re ates the following story aboul the

conquest ol sind by the Ghaznavid sultan. He reports, "ln lhe year

416/1025 lvahmud set out llom Ghazni and atter having conquered

Multan and Uch, established his headquarter at llultan. Frcm Multan

h€ sent his minister Abd al-Razzaq who ontered Sind in 41711026

and etlected the conquesl of the country by captuing Bhakkar'

Slwistari and Thatta". Ho lutther rsports thal a great numbd ol Ambs

were expellecl while the emaining people were treated kindly and

granted adequate p€nsion,r$ Th€ histolical gvid6nce however'

disaooroves the vorsion ot al-Ma'sumi, lor Mahmud had no minisler

by name ol 'Abd al-Razzaq. His minigte/s name was Khwaja Ahmad

Hasan Maymandi who had a son called 'Abd aLRazzaq. This 'Abd a!



Razzaq was appointed to the govemmenl ol Seistan, by Suftan

lraudud ]bn Mas'ud, the g€ndson ot Sultan l,'lahmud ot Ghazna.'e

The Ou€stion now irises whether the rulers of al-Mansurah were

lsm' lis or Oarmathian heretics as is generally supposed or wheth€f

there w€re other reasons for the atlack of lvlahmud on theif kingdoo.

It is how?v6r, certain that up to 375 / 986 the rule|s ol al'l'tansulah

were Surnls lvluslifls, and the Khutba was read in the name of the

'Abbasid Caliphs. DLring the same period at l\'lullan, the Khutba was

read in th,r name ol the Faumids as repo ed by Bashshar al-

lvtaqdisi.r$

As a rearly ndicalel the ntluence ol Sh'ile propaganda in Sindwas

as old a:; lhe reign ol Caliph al-Mansur in whose time Abdullah al

Ashlar came to Sind. But the lsma ili or Oarmathian influence in Sind

may be dated with the rise ot Oarfiathian movement in lraq or the

loundation ot the Fatimid dFasty in Egypt in 969 AD. li is relaled

that during the reign ol Caliph al'l\ru'iz (952-975 AO) lhsr€ was a man

named icn al-Haylham in chargs ot lsma'ili propaganda in Sind

whose conduct and leaching were greatly at va ance wilh the lsfia ili

orthodoxy taughi by the lmam and his close associat€s. He was,

however, not disturbed and allowed to continue with his missaon, in

spite of the lacl thal he made many changes in the lsma'ili doctnne.

He is also reported lo have given permission for the obsetuance of



The Da'i ol Sind became successlul at lasl and was able lo convorl

lhe ruler of Mullan, who openly proclaimed the suzerainty ot the

Falimid Caliph at a very early pe od. Jalam ibn Shayban, who not

ony revived the lsma'ili orthodoxy but also repofted to have

deslroyed lhe idol of Mlltan, which had survived ihroughoui the Alab

domina:ion over Sind, lollowed him.'$

unlslamic p€ctices and relaxed cerlain slalu€s ot lslam, lor those

who had been l\,,luslim before ioining lsma'ilism.

It seems thal some yeafs afler the departuro oJ lhe g6ographer af
Illaqdisi, the rulers ol al-Mansurah might have adjured the onhodoxy

As regards lo lsma'ili missionary influence over al-Mansurah very

lillle is known, but il seems lhal Fatimid influence was prevalenl at

lhe coud of allvlansurah as early as 375 AH when al llaqdisi came lo

Sind. There was a diolomatic relationshio belween lhe rulers oi af
Mansurah and lhe Buwayhid rulers oi lraq and ih€ geographer had

seen an envoy ol al-lllansurah in the courl of Adad aloawlah at

Shiraz.'t Th€ Buwayhids are al6o rs6ponsibls lor the E6tablisfunsnt

ol the Shlah festivals including the public mourning on the 1oth ol al'

Muharram and the rejoicing (18th Ohu-aFHuiah) on the all€g€d

appojntmenl ol'Ali by lhe Prophet as his successor al Ghadir al-

Khumm.i53



and accepted lhs lsma'ili Oamathian doctrine, the propagation of

which was dominant in the whole Indus Valley. This step ol lhe rulels

ol al-l\,,lansurah mighl have been tak6n lor political reasons in ofderto

avoid lh€ turv ol lhose fanalics who would have othetuise overthrown

his kingdom. Moreover, in this pe od the Oarmathians had sullered a

greal reve6e at lvullan at the hands ol Sullan llahmud ol Ghazni'5e

ll is, therefore, highly probable that they might have altacked al-

lvansurah and overthrown the Habbarid rul€ in lhe Lower Indus

Annexation of FMansulah Sultan Mah of

Ghazna: Farrukhi, lhe contemporary writer iniorms us that the ruler

oi al-l\,{ansurah whose name was Khaiit fled to lhe jungles on the

arival o'the lorc€s ol Sultan Mahmud and was drowned in the

river.'@ The statemenl ol Farrukhi is ratified by ibn al'Athir who,

however, omits to mention the name ot the ruler of alMansurah. He

rcoorts that th6 ruler ol al-Mansurah had becomo a heretic and the

Sultan wanted lo punish him by marching to al'l/ansurah. The ruler

evacuated his capital on the approach oi the Sultan's forc€s and took

shelter in the neighbou ng jungles, along with his army. He was,

however, pursued by lhe army of Sultan l\,'lahmud and in the

encounter that Jollowed, a great number ol his soldiers were killed

.(.1



and many morq wera drowned in the river; ther€after the Sull,an

relumed to Ghazni, by way of Bhatyah.r6l

The above account loaves no suspicion about the end ol Arab

Kingdom ot al-l\ransurah, which was extinguished by the Sullan

[,lahmucl ol Ghazni. Hencelorth, the Lower Indus Valley came under

rhe domination ol fte Ghaznavids, who held the province up lo lhe

decline and fallol lhe dynasty.

llF Destruction ol al-Mansurah.

Historical and Archaeolooical €vidence:

Once the history oi Ancient Sind, independent dynasty ot Banu

Habbar at al-Mansurah, and it! lall to the Ghaznavids is established,

it is bul quite natu€l lo tind out the lacts lhat led to thE deslruction of

lhe m€tropolis. The popular version is lhal al-l\ransu€h was

destroyed by a convulsion of nalue in the form ot an eenhquake.

Alternate lheorigs make aither lh€ change of the cours6 of dver or an

invasion asthe probablo cause ol dopopulalion and its destruction,

The sitg ol al-l\,lansurah-cum-Brahminabad has been visited by many

loreigners includinO Bellasas, Richardson, Cunningham, Raverty.



[,,1.R. Haig and Henry Cousens - who has w tten lhe most

comDrehensive treaties on lhe antiauilies ol Sind. Ol these visitors,

[,1r. Bellasis se6ms to have been greatly interesled in the site, which

he calls lhe "Pompeii ol Sind". He not only visited the sate again and

again but also carried out excavations the result of which throw much

light on the lale of lhis town which at on€ time was lhe llou/shing

centre ot Arab adminislration and culturerP.

Bellasis narrates his lamous account on Brahminabad'3 asfollows:

.Very liltle is knovrn ol the hislory of Brahminabad, excepl what

lradition lellsr as usual, il is mixed up wilh fable; but wadling records,

even iacle has ils va ue, lhe Dooular account of Brahminabad as iar

as I have been able lo orocure it. is as tollows:

'That about s6ven or eight centu 6s ago Brahminabad was a rich

and llourishing city. That in lhos€ days a very wickgd king, nam6d

Oolora, reigned those pads; and among his many iniquities he made

a law that all young maidens, who married any of his subjects, were

to pass lhe wodding nighl in his palace. The breach of law was

dealh. Now a certain ich noble had a daughter, beaulilul and lair,

and she was about lo b€ maiiied, But this law was an insuperable

obslacle lo the fathels wishes. In his ditliculli€s. he went lor

assislance to a pigst oi a greal sanctity, who was supposed to have



a powsr ol communicating wilh both Heaven and Hell and asked for

advice. The priesl lold lhe rich man lhal he could only devase one

way ol helping him, and lhat was by destroying the whole cily ol

B€hminabad, if King Dolora did not by a cedain day abrogato lhis

iniquitous law. The rich man besought the priesl very eameslly lo

save th€, city: he oilered hin jewels, and silver and gold, to dovise

some olh6r means; but the priest was firm, and said he has seen

well inlo futufity, and thal there was no other remedy. Then said lhe

rich mafr, save my daughler's honour, should even Brahminabad be

ruined. Accordingly there went a prophecy, proclaiming all lhe

inhabita|lts,lhal it br' a certain day King Dolora did nol abrogate ihis

wicked law, Brahminabad would be utterly destroyed, ancl waming all

lalhlul people lo flee the city belore the impending calamity came lo

pass. The Ki.rg look no heed, and continued in his wicked ways,

living in ,leasure and luxury in the midst ol his lascivious Court. The

day came and with the most aMul lempest, lollowed by a violent

earthquake. The cily ol B.ahminabad was laid low in ruins, and in i16

lall, King, cou(iers and unbelievers were buried.

Those who believed the prophecy ol the piest, and had made their

escape belore this calamily took place are said to have wandered

aboul Sind lor a whole year, seeking for a spot whereon to setile and

build them another city. They ssafched in vain lor a site as beautilul

as thalcl thsir ruined Brahminabad; lor lands as lertile and rich, for



trade as great and llouishing. Al last they came to NusseDurrs and

that being the best placE lhey had seen since they had l6lt lhek own

beautiirJl cily, th€y settled there, and built them another brick cily, and

there they dwElt. This too has disappeared and Nusserpur is now a

mud-buill town, like all lhs rest ol towns in Sind; but the remains ol

the old brick city are to be seen to lhis day. Such is ths legend of

Brahminabad and its inhabilants.'

Tuhfat-u l-lkiram

I have consulted Syed Sabir Ali Shah, a learned Syed of Thatta and

have relerled to the lew Sindee Books thal give any account ot

Brahminabad, ancl lrom these authorilies I gain the lollowing

partcuLarsl

The Syed slates lhat the city appears to have been founded

the Hindu dynasty ol Brahmins, which commenced in ihe lirst

oelore

year ot

$atHiir€6 or A.O. 622. He said il is menlioned in th€

Chach, the lirsl ol the Brahmin Kings, who ruled in Sind, appoinl6d

his young brolher Chunder as his viceroy at Alor and employed

himsell in affanging the boundai€s ot his kingdom, having subdued

l\,4ah, the Chief ot Sehwan, and Aghser, the Chi€f of Bfahminabad.

From this the Syed inlers that the cily was probably lounded duing

lhe rcign ofthe Bajahs belore the B€hmin dynasty.



The Syed also states that

expiralion ot lourth Hljre€

th€ city must have

cgntury, or aooul

been ruined belole th€

A.D.1020 as ho inds it

Chola Amranoe, brother ot Dolora Amranee, depadsd to Baghdad on

account ot his brother's injustice The chola Amrane€ embrac6d

lslam, and married the daughter of a cslebrated Arab, whom he

brought to Sind in the foudh cenlury, iogelher wilh a number ol

Arabs, who, in company with Syed Ali li'4asumi' had been made ovsr

to him bylhe Caliph ol Baghdad.

Chach Nama contains a history ol Chach' the lirst of the Brahmin

Kings ol Sind, and ol his domains lt was written in ihe original

Arabrc, aboul TOO A.O. Thelein mentioned of ihe Erahminabad as the

chiel city ol one ol the divisions ol $e kingdom ol Cyrus bin

Saheerae, who llved before the time ol lvluhammad (PBUH)' lt also

contains an accounl ol lhe battles loughl there, bul mentions neither

the date of its tounclation not its deqtruction

The Tuhfat-r]l:lkllao contains a comprehensive history ot Sind' and

was wdtlen about ninety years ago A H. 1180 and is a modern wo*

In companson with the Chach Nama. Th€ Ch

bv Ali Krifi $/ho camo to Sind wilh the army of Muhammad bin Oasim'

sent in A.D. 710 by the Caliph Walid, son ot Abdul Malik ot Baghdad-

Muhammad bin Qasim dgieated oahir, son ol Chach, conqtrsred

Sind. and overthrew the Brahmin dvnasly in 711 AD

menioned in lhe Tuhlat-ullknam in lhe narrations o{ lhe sul&Il that



I do not think any obj€ction to the supposition that Brahminabad was

dostroyed by an ea.thquake can be founded on th€ fact that a largo

portion ol the tower has remained slanding so long all€r the cily ils€ll

had been deseded. lt may owe its partial preseruation to ils superior

size and solidity, and lhe Jragment which has been standing within

rhe memory ol lhe prEsent Inhabitants is evd€ntly but a very small

podon oi the original edilice.

ln the time of Kalholas, so much remained thal lhe reigning pnncs

ordefed lhe demoliton ol the steps leading to the top' for lhe pupos€

ol kuslrating lhe designs ol robbers, who used the tower as a plac€

ol observalion, lrom which to watch lhe vavellers as a preliminary to

plunderirg them. A large portion ol the tower, wilhoul lhe sleps, was

standing till about thirly five years ago when il tell and has since

remainecl in much the same as it is now _ a mere fragment. (Plate-gs)

Mr. Haig i3 ot lh€ opinion lhat the d€struclion ol al_MansuEh was due

to ihe change of lhe course of the Ind!6i6 He states that Mansurah

was lounded soon alter lhe middle of lhe I'h century had

comparatively a short lite. His inlomalion is based upon Yaqut who

wrote his lamous geographical wo* in the 2d decade ol the 13ri

cenlury and mentioned al-Mansurah as still flourishing. But Abu al'

Fida w ling in the lirst quartd ol tho 14rh century says that the cily

with three other cities ot the same name in the dilfe€nt pafts ol lhg

easl was in ruins. ll bolh the write6 are correct, il is probably to be



inlered that a great change in lhe cou6e ol Indus took place some

ti." n"w""n ttte .iaOr" ot the 136 century and the early yearc oi the

,n' "l"r,y 
*O this cased the ruins ol al'Mansurahrd Mr' Haig

might have bas€d his th€ory on lhe stodes curent about a mercnanl

s"ii-"ut"u'u* uno o'n"'" *ho reporl€d to have changed the cours€ oi

the river lnclus by adilicial ancl miraculous means This fact is lurther

inierred llom rhe vestiges oi ancient towns lound along the old bed ol

thls mad iver !'rhich due to its changing natur€ rendered them

desolate and linally ruined Even in modem lime the rivsr is totally

Lrncontrollable and plays havoc \,'rith the counlry side during the

inundalior season'67

Henry Cousens on the conlrary assumes lhat the destruclion ol al-

l/ansurah was clue lo some loreign invasions mostly lrom |he eastern

deseri, wlich resuliod in the ruthless massacre of its population and

the complete sack ot the lown ll seems that he might have based

his vi€ws'on the account ot th€ Arab writers who spoke ot the

maraudering atiacks ol Jats and Meds' a warlike peoplq who

inhabited th; flanks ol the easErn dssert This iacl is lunher inlered

lrom the sudden disappeaEnce ol al-Mansurah and lho advsnt ol a

new peopl€, the sumorah' who are reponed lo b6 ol Rajpul ongrn

Sultan Nlahmud o{ Ghazna does not seoms to have deslroyed al'

l\,4ansu€h. He only chastised its ruler and then appointed his own

govemor at al'Mansurah io replace the rule ot the Arabs lt rs'



therqfore, supposed that according 10 Henry Cousens lhe town ol al'

Mansurah might have been destroyed by the Sumerah Rajputs who

altacked Sind during the weak rule ol the later Ghaznavids and took

over the conlrolol th,t Lower Indus Valleyrs

Archaeological Evldence:

Belasis, R chardson, Cunn ngham, and Baverty all agreo lhat al_

llansorah was desvoyed by an earthquake and this is more

acceptable account lor the reason mentioned above in the eYcavation

report.

Had the town oi afNlansurah been de-peopled by the change ol iver

co!rse. iis destruction could have been gradual and the people wouid

have cafiied everylhing away with them including valuables and

co ned money, which have been lound on the suriace ol the ruins16'g.

At the same lime, scme of the build ngs mighl have survived up lo the

pr€s€nt ag€ in some tolerable condition, du€ to lho laot that lh€

buildings in the town wore built substantially and on raised pladorm

l,4oreov6t, the change of nver courso could nol have had such a gl6al

inlluenco over the destinies of a capital town which recaived lhe

wat€r supply mostly from the wells. That the sub-soil water did nol

lall is clsar from ths presence ot a well on th€ sile and lhe wator is

tolerablv ootablerrc. Furlh€r lhe obsetualion of the sile shows



numen)us wells, ll e numberof which may exceed 2000. The change

ol the iver cours€ would have at lhe most decroased the commercial

imporlance of th,3 town, the inland lrad€ ol which was mostly

condui:led by boals plying on the ver Indus. Tho excavations havs

yielded a va ety cl pottery superior 10 that lound nowadays in Sind,

including vessels of china ware. Pieces ol glass and crystal were

also icund with iagments ol cups, bottles plates including pretly

stones and doorknockers apart kom coins ot gold, silver and copper

and oroamenls w€,re also discoveted from the siterTr. These things

couicl xor have bren lound, il the cily was deserted in good order.

[,4oreovef, the inhabilants would not have left their catlle, horse and

beasl lf burden behind whose bones have been found in great

quantrrr' n the thrge houses excavated by Mr. BeLlasisrz. li was

custcn i Sind lhal the caltle were generally lied wilhin lhe house

premis')s in lhe cDudyard, same praciice continues to this day. This

shows thal the catle were not removed whgn the cataslrophe befell

lh€ town.

The laci that the lown ol al-lllansuah was destroy€d by an invading

army hDsjle to tho Arabs also appear to be untenable. On this, the

romark ot Mr. Richardson is fully acceptable'had twenty barrels of

powder baen placed under each individual building, lhe ruins could

hardly have been perlect; b€sides whatever mischiel lhe soldi€ry ol

iho conqLre ng arnry mighl have commltled on buildings and other



property, they would have surely carded away coins and other

valuables which are lound in infinile number on the surlace ol the

site.rB The enemy would not have left a single head ol the cattle in

their lool, il they inlended to destroy lhe city The€ would have been

a general conflagraiion' as was the practice in medieval times and al

least hali ol the city would have been burnt The observation ol lhe

site shows llttle sign oi violation by lke and the charcoal lhal was

discovered was not in any quantity, bul as much as may be expecleo

lo be used by the oc,upants of the houses lor cooking purposes '7' ll

there would have been any lire, it would have cedainly consumed the

women'g bangles and bracelels and delicate articles made ot qlass'

ivory and copper, wnich have been uneanhed from the ruins Even

harder melal, like iron would have been decomposed and melled

away. lvloreover, the enemy could have clesvoyed al lhe mo$ hall ol

the lown and remnant ol the population could have very easily

revived and rehabilnated it'.

A. F. Bellasis says 'We selected lor excavation a heap ol ruins

sianding on the verge ot the principal bazaar oi squars We had nol

commenced many minules belorc we came upon the edgs ol a wall;

cl€aninE it, w6 soon came upon a cross wall and then upon another'

and another, unlil a house with a variety ol rooms began last to taks

shape, and disclose its proporlions. We had not dug two feet belore

we came to quanlties ol bones, and al lhat, and greatel deplhs'



skeletons were so numerous that it was hardly possible to dig a

spade lutl ol earth withoul bringing up particles ol bones. As far as I

could judge, many wer€ undeniably human bones, and olhers those

of caltle and ol horses. The human bones were chi€tly tound in

dootuays, as i{ the people had besn trying to sscape, and otherc in

the corn?rs oi the rooms, Many of the skeletons were in a in perfecl

shape to show lhe positaon oi the body it had assumod: some wele

uprjght. some recumbsnl, with lheir taces down, and some crouch€d

ln a sitting poslure. One in pa cular, I remember, linding in a

dooMay, the man had evidently been rushing out ol his house, when

a mass of brckwolk, had in ts fal, crushed hirn to lhe ground, and

lhere his bones were lying exlended full length and the iace

downwards. These bones, on exposure to the atmosphere, moslly

crumbled to dust and it was very diilicult to obtain any bul lragments.

But in ev.cavating you ofl6n obtain a good seclion ol the skeleton and

thereby can easily telllhe position ol the body.

Besides bones, I found large quantities ol pottery in great varieties,

and much ot it ot a very supedor descripiion to any I see now a day ln

Sind. A good deal of ponery was glazed in colourc, of great bdlliancy,

and sorne of the vessels are ol a fine kind ol eadhenware or china.

Pieces of glass and crystal were also found, both in the excavations

and on the surface ol lhe ruins, in quantities, and the glass ol all

colours. Fragmenls ol cups, bottles, and platters Vvere vsry

nurnerous. Some o: lne glass was oeaulrl.rlly slarned ol a Jebp brue

coLour, and other portions were worked in raised and ribbed paltorns,



displaying a high standard oi arl in lheir manulacture Ston€s lor

g nding ,lrain; others lor ginding curry-stufi, and some for mixing

paintst several stones lor sharpening knives and loolsi several large

pieces ol corundum or ernery, also usgd by cutlers to shanen swords

and instruments quantities ol comelian chips' and agates' and othgr

prelty stones; balls, beautifully lulned, of ivory' agals. and marblei

coins chiefly of copper, few ol silver; beads and ornaments ot

cornelan and glass in every variety. In one ol lhe rooms I lound a

Large grain jar, ribbed in circles, its mouth was arch€d over wiih

b ckworl. I at lirsl took it for a well, but afterwards discovered it to be

a sunker! jar- The diameter of its mouth was lwo leel, and insade I
was emrly for lour teet, the boltom ponion being lillgd with mouid'

possibly the decomposed @mains ot the grain (Plates-1''122) +

(liglres &10S).

The city must have been tamed, liks lhe present cily ol Ahmadabad

and Cambay in Gujrat, tor its wolk in comelian and agates; and at is

probable that it was from that province lhat a trade was camed on lor

lhese stones. Ther€ are no camelians ot the kind Jound indigenous

in rl'e allJvral plain around Brahminabad and the m'nes ol

KuppeMunj in Gujrat arc probably tho nearest place from which th6y

could have been impoded. From the quantily ol cornelian chips elc.,

b€srdes g nding and 6haQening stonss tound in the excavalions l

am led to concludo lhat the house excavaled must have been

inhabiled by a lapidary.



Undet all these circumstrances with @terence to my excavations' I

think il highly probable thal the popular accounl that Bahminabad

was deslloyed by eallhquake is trug lt must hav€ been some such

convulsicn ol nature to have elfecled lhe complete ancl uller

destruclion oJ a city so strongly built as Brahminabad; and lfurlhsr

think il probable lhat tho same convulsion that shook the citv lo iis

very loundation changed the course ol the river which once without

doubl washed the cily walls".'75

The description given by A. F Bellasis clearly indicates the probable

late ol the lown and testilies to the truth oi lhe popular version ol its

destruclron b an earthquake The wrelched in habitants were

sleeping in their houses as would appear lrcm lhe discovery ol the

skelelons in the corners ol the rooms in sle€ping and siting position

But belore thsy could corae to their senses lhe rools and walls lell

down burying them lnder the debris Further' the hufian bones 0n

dooruays clgarly indicate tha a(empr of the p€opl€ lo gave

themselves by rushing out ol the houses, kom lhe catastrophe which

seems to have overlaken the town unexpectedly and dudng the odd

hours ol night. They wer€, howev6r' not allowed lime to lgave due to

sevedty oflho tremor in which everything crumbled down' The bones

ol bullocks, camels, horses and olher animals and birds show lhat

they were nol remov€d lrom ihe housos when the earihquake

overtook the town. Since the catlle are generally sent out lor
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pasluring during daytime, lhey would not have pefished il lhe

catastrophe betell lh€, town dudng daytime.

ll is generally questioned why the lower which ought to have come

down lirlt was not sllscled by the earthquake. On this the views ol

[,,1r. Belasis are fully acceplable that the solidily and supedor size ol

this towor enabled it to survive lol such a long period but that is

evidently only a smail ponion ol lhe original edilice '78 'ln th€ times ol

Kalhora!, he says, " so much remained that lhe reignlng pince

ordered .he demolition ol the steps leading to the top lor the pupose

ol lruslrating the designs ot the rcbbers who used the tower a place

of obse vallon trorn which lo walch lravellers as a preliminary lo

plunderkrg'. A larg€ portion ol the iower withoul steps was slanding

tillabour 1819 AD., when it felland has since remained in much lhe

same s|ale as it is now, a mere iragment.:7

The p€dod ol the destruciion ol al_Mansurdh is almost unc€rtiain due

to lhe absence of hislorical evidence. ll was in gxislence when al-

lstakh.i came to SindrT3 and was a flourishing iown during

Bashsha 's visit to the Lower Indus Valley (375 AH ).rE lt is spoken

of by al-B€runi as al-Mansurah Eahmanva during the 11' cenlury

AD'@. Sulian lrahmud of Ghazna who is reporled to have pul an end

to the Arab dynasty ol al-Mansurah on account ol their convedang lo

fl!!h.r.G@trdots'id.P ri6



lsma'ili heretics did not dostroy lt but on th€ contrary appoinl€d his

own men to administer the country. The author ot Tabaqat_e'Nasin

repo.ts that when he was al Uchain 62311227'28' allvlansurah was

occupiecl by band ct th6 Khali tribe ol Tud(s' who lleeing lrom the

llongol onslaught tcok sheller in ilr!!. At that pedod it is repongd to

have been situated in Nasiruddin Qubacha's tenitoies and to have

been one of the towns ol Siwislan. From this account it would appear

that lho town ol a[lvansurah which had been the cultural and

admina$trative centre ol the Arabs in Sind, might have los! its

imporlance and been replaced by Siwislan or Sehwan Raveny puts

il "at the tim€ ot Khalj tribe in al-Mansurah' it may have bsen

deserted, and the nhabitiants werc probably very feu/"a


