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Refugees International
c/o UNHCR-Ngara, Tanzania
Tel/Fax 255-66-22501
Sat #s Tel 871~175-4311 Fax 871-175-4312

LA&TE: May 17, 1994 TO: Refugees International
FROM: Mark Prutsalis FAX: 1 202 828 0819
SITREP #10

Rwandan Refugees in Tanzania
NEW ARRIVALS REPORT

1. SUMMARY;

There are three major sites of crossing points and concentrations of
new arrivals: North of Rusumo Fells: 2,000-3,000 persons; Ngara/Ntobeye:
14,000 persons; Mugoma/Kasange (near Burundi/Rwanda): 18,500 persons.
Tatal new & known refugee population in Ngara district which has not been
moved to Benako camp: 35,000 (several thousand more may be here and not
identified vet). Expect continuing arrival rates exceeding 3,000 per day for
Ngara district.

UNHCR/NGOs are responding quickly but are handicapped by lack of
available cars and trucks (and communications equipment) which are all
essential to a border operation with limited access.

The presence of RPF at the border and acrogs the border -- and the
Tanzanians casualties in Rwanda -- raises critical security concerns for the
international organizations operating here.

11, PROTECTION REPORT: The following are excerpts from a UNHCR~Ngara
protection report on barder crassing pnints from an assessment mada on 14
and 13 May:

KA INCIDENTS!

At RUSUMO commune, sector KIGARAMA, the RPF came and called for &
"ogace meeting." Those. who did not partieipate voluntarily, were foreed to
the meeting. At the school people were tied together, three by three -
men/women/ehildren - and stabbed. The bodies were pul on trucks and
ehrown into the KAGERA River, north of Rusumo Bridge. The refugees, who
esceped this incident, crossed the river st KASENYL The price of crossing
is from 500 to 1,000 RWF/pers. At the Tanzenian side they were met by
Tanzenian military. Who took money and belongings from them, At KASENYI
% canoes are doing the traffic. The refugees told that on the 12,05 the~—— ——=
REF shot at canoes crossing the river. S —

A* RUSUMO commune, sectors NYAMUGARI, GISENY!, NYARUBUJE, the RPF
comes at 05h00 waiting for villagers to open their doors. The villagers are
ceaght and taken away to the river by trucks. No one has returned.
Refugess of the area have seen people being tied together and thrown into
the river. It seems as if guns are only used if somebody tries to escape,
Ar the erossing point (KINJONGO ~+ tanz. name) refugees have to pay 100
RWE per bag of commodity, 150 RWF per goat, 2-300 RWF for children, 1,500
RWF for women and 1,000-2,000 RWF per man :n order to cros- the river.

Ar RUSUMO tommune, seetor RUSHUNGA, the RPF had called for a "peace
meeting” near the sc_hpo!: The participants were all forced into the school,
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Al RUSUMO commune, Séctor MUZAZA, village GASARABWAYI (4 kms from the
river), the RPF launched seversl attacks on the village and jts population,
On the 13.05 40 RPF soldiers came ar 07h00. They surreunded the village.
Villagers were pathersd In houses, which were burned down. Ap eyw
Witness saw 20 people being killed this way. 8 villagers were thrown into
& latrine, and the latrine was filled with soil. Asked by UNHCR Field officer
raflrgees rafd that RnF did mot sams whethe, viclime weiw huiu oy trrLsy
villagers.

At KAREBEZA (rangz. name) north of KASHASHA refugees told that tangz,
bandits are taking their helongings, immediatelyr after they havo orocssoed
the river,

Al NTOBEYE village in Tanzania 13,020 refusees are registered by village
leader (14.05). Refugees at NTOBEYE are from all communes in KIBUNGD
prefecturs, some from BYUMBA and KIGALI prefectures. on the 14.0%5 rhe
influx to the village was claimed to be 1,805 refugees, On the very same
day 4 RPF soldiers were arrested by local village guards in NTOBE YE. 2
hand grenades were conficoated (soen by UNHCR fiald 4 Fuvlectiuy
oiticers). The four soldiers were taken to the police in NGARA, Tanz. oOn
the 13.05 one person (RPF) was taken by the village gvards with a SMG
(mackine gun) with 3¢ rounds. The police in NGARA are now jn vestigating,

“n 15.05 at 11800 following neident at CICHIIMA village was nhserved by
refugees waiting on the tanz. side ar MEATOKATOKE: An eye witness,
Sonhamba Kayitga (uwaun 95 rears) from commune RUSLUMO, sector MUZAZA
tells; Scattered shooting was heard and g lot of pepple were §een running
towards the SWamp area - men, women and children. o©n top of the hily
slde 5 persons (of Which 2 were in yeyjow uniforms) wera shooting downhin,
20 persons were pillad and thrown jpto rhe river. The soldiers fired
across the river into Tanzania and wounded a boy, who was Iater on
Lrought to the dispensary by a UNICEF car in the area, The same story
was told by seoveral refugees to UNHCR field officers.

In NTOBE.Y; we were told hv refueeces (whirh was latar canfirmad) that tho
village leaders were charging 100 T.scH. ber refugee to get refugees. Ws
discovered also that the DDO (District Development Officer) had given the
village leaders the order to send all 13,020 refugees on the road early
morning 16.05. This order had besn &iven without consultation nor
notifying UNHCR. UNHCR flsld/protection officer urged the village leaders
NOT to do so, because of Iogz‘sgq__rgg.g@_s_._,_ We will as soon as possibfe fing
means of transportation from -there— * 1AL T

On 15.05 at 15h15 » £Toup of Rwandese beople were observed running away
from 20-25 soldlers, who arrived on IWo trucks at the rwand. village
Qpposite KASANGE CIossing point. The Rwandese started dispers. z, some
Jumped into the river. One person drowned. The foldiers rounded up a
Eroup of civilians and marched them off.

3. ADDITION, L ASSESSMENT:

‘N assessment of the Crossing sites by UNHCR field and Protection
officere noar tha Tannania/nwnnda,fnmuudi Luider wiy id mey founa rpe
foliowing: 7 previvusly unidentified ¢rossing points -- 4 into Burundi, from
Where the refugees are then TOVINE inta Tammemie . o oo
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Mugoma. Other refugees are ~colleoting in Kasange, There are &n estimateq -
10,000 refugees in Kasange gng 8,500 in Mugoma. The observed arrival rate ¢
for those Coming towgargg Kasange (closer 1o the Rwandan border ang ’
“rossing points) ig 8PProximately 1,000 per day (half of which were headeg
" Mgwibo hill - the other half to Kasange Village), Mugoma is having g
daily influy of 300 per d&8y. The Reg Cross has ope Rwandan mgje NUrse in
Mugoma whe is seeing &Dbproximately 200 patientg Per day. Most are
Suffering frop malaria, dysentery and acute respiratory infections,

The refugees report that on 15 May, as many as 100 People (maybe
more} were killed by the RPF on the hill opposite the closest crossing
Peint. Bodies on the hilltop should pe visible with binocylarg {UNHCR g
checking today, 17 May). The dead includeqd Tanzaniap citizens who had

PETSONS (one man who hag been machate wounds in the leg: a woman with
Machere wounds 0 her neek and head) werg evacuated by the Red Cross

UNHCR wij] be inspecting the Tanzanian—Burundi border today (17
May) to see if other Rwandang are &rriving in Tanzanis further S0uth after
CTOssIng ini-~ Burundj.

1V, UNKeg RESPONSE:

Serioug Protection, assistance and Security issues should pe AP arant
from the above assessments, The UNHCR Tésponse, in coordination with
NG g pbresent, hag been:

#* "*h outposts are being established initially at three concentration
‘arrival points of new refugees; RUSUMO PRISON (on the

th where 2,000-3,000 refugees ape Present —- M8F~France ang
M~ aHollan gy NToppyp VILL a3y (betweey Ngara and the Kagera river)
With outregeh to the Crossing pointg near there -- IFRC/TRey

by thege teams, These heglth POsts wil] pe able to give the first
meadical #ssistance as well ag brovide the refugees with
wnrﬁr,/hiwnitn, bofong TREY juag ol Furiher on,

¢ Continueg and ongoing monitering and inspection of the border by

¥ lrucks for transport of refugees 1o Benako and siy landernicapg T e
fwith radios, hapdset Chargers ang all heavy-duty driving ‘ment)
have been Iequested for the ©Peration. Bopger monitoring 1y
requires g helicopter because of the inaccessi.bih‘ty vf the g

points in the Swamp areasg, THESE ARE NEEDED YESTERDAY!

‘ neW ayypivals reception Center will be set up ar Benako Camp to
sSure health Screening of new arrivalg, distribution of frea and
ON-100d items and referral tq the part of Benako whers the PEODL.,

of their areg are already living
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Y. CONCLUSTON/COMMENTS /RECOMMENDATIONS:

An IRC staff person wrote to their office; "Things &are geiting very bad at
tite border here,,.. Someone really needs to do something about zll of the
Rilling and torture on the other side, Each day there are more and mors
bedies in the river and most of them withour their heads; the count is
between 20 to 30 each 30 minutes."

HMaureen Connelly’s comment on this emergency on a memo describing the
above reports and information was/is as follows:

It should be noted that we see the need for immediate amergency

aatian, Chvicusly; me ene hao any idece how long this influa will
continue, nor how blg it will be. 1t {g both vehicle and staff
intensive for agencies and UNHCK. However if the situation continues
the investment ig worthwhile. If the situation changes then the
eguipment and Supplies in Ngara can be redeployed to
Rwanda/Burundi for use in programmes there. It is believed thay
there are 2,000,000 {two million) people displaced in Rwanda, If the
situation elseWhere is the Same 48 on the Tanzanian border, and if
there is no possibility for them to ¢ross other borders, the

! wholeheartedly agree with her and recommend immedigte cmergency
mobjlization of resoutrces to care for a continued large influx from Rwanda
or for future emergency operations inside Rwanda or Burundi. To revise
ai earlier gtatement of mipa: this emergency is even more difficult to
Tespond to than the initial influx of 200,000 refugees on 29 April.  we til)
have limited access to the border and insufficjent IEEOUTGSR (raTs, frucks,
personnel, radiv/¢ommunications equipment) to respond dulckly and safely.

We hear that the fighting in Kigali is intense and 50,000 - “reipe
the wity with Pverything they can earry. We belitve thal Tanys
only border open to refugess — Zajre has been closed to them;

| THS PUOPIS of Nwanas nave 0 WHETETelse 1o £0 and we cannot expect
thetn to stay ‘anﬂ“ﬁ‘&"“sia“u“g‘ﬁt“‘é”x‘éd‘“iﬁ“’fh?ei“r ‘homes. This remote, inaccessible
part of Tanzania cannot continue to received thousands of Tefugees per
day, We will spon be overwhelmed here upless Bomeone takes action to eng
the bloodshed, the atrocities, the massacres, in Rwanda.
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