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The History of Hip-Hop

hop, with the help of Clive “Kool Herc”
Campbell. Hip-hop began in the poor,
black, urban culture of the Bronx. It was
very influenced by gang life but eventu-
ally spread to black and white, poor and
middle-class people and became popu-
lar all around the world.

“Herc” was a reggae-rapper from Jamaica

who moved to New York in 1967. He got
started rapping in 1969 and became big
about five years later. One day, in Bronx,
New York, he started making music with
turntables. At around that same time, a
man from the Bronx, Theodore “Grand
Wizard” Livingston, accidentally started
studying and creating the scratching
sound of the records on the turntables.

The coincidence of this really started the

foundations of hip-hop itself. Hip-hop

By: Jackson Reeves-Henning
November 1974: The birth month of hip-

culoids”. From there hip-hop dancing
got started, inspired by James Brown
with his many singles, such as “Get on
the Good Foot”, “Funky President”, and
“Sex Machine”. Dancing became an ar-
tistic expression at parties, and dance
moves were named, including the
move “B-Boy” which referred to break
dancing, named by “Herc” himself.
This got very popular and many hip-
hop dance groups formed, including
“Rock Steady” and “Capoeira”and a lot
evolved from there. Hip-hop took off,
with more artists, songs, albums, cul-
tures, and styles. That’s how hip-hop

is where it's at today, so many artists
with completely different styles and
backgrounds. Along with new songs
and albums being produced every few
days; to please the ears of hip-hop fans

was mostly brought up in New York from everywhere.

Jamaican immigrants who knew about
“Toasting”.“Toasting” is an artist rapping
over the instrumental sections of a re-
cord. Rap or hip-hop music was a devel-
opment of what Jamaicans called “dub
music,” which is rapping over recorded

percussions; like drum beats, bells, horns,
The ancestors of hip-hop were
“deejays”, or also known as spinners, who

bass etc...

used this technique to make the crowd
dance, and create long non-stop songs.
“Kool DJ Herc” ended up getting two
other“master of ceremonies” (“MC’s”,
nickname for rappers) and they created

the first rap crew, “Kool Herc and the Her-

Clive “Kool Herc” Campbell
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Money, fame, sex;and\womenlf,youlhavellistened;tolalhip-hop/song|re:
cently,youlhave|probably,heard{someirappers;talkingfand/showing/off;these
things: Stupid?/©@utrageous?, Unnecessary? These/might{be/some;thingsjthat
come to/mind; and|llagree that rapping about money, fame) oywomenlis
stupid: o oY
Hip-hop;today;hasjturned|into songs WItI; rappers raginglabout!how;much
money,they/haveltheir;popularity;and‘evenihomophobialoilyricsidegrads]
ingjto)\womenijThisihasitaken over hip-hop,,instead(ofihow;hipzhopJstarted,
WhICh wasr'r?pplng Mtural expe'r?ence and(expression} Afnc%n—

d \ % "
can soc*éty, and political actmsmj Ra*p”p‘ersmave to act tough or gang— _
1o be&ome popular, sell records,é_and Lnster tor"’come popular. Record i
get a record deal, people have to JF; "-Iabels arellooklng[for people who act:
sing about how mulch MENSAGIST | andir rap, I|ke %hIS to signithem, and it’sf
have or the womanithey can get. | really prettyisillyif.you ask me. Peo- **
think this is qU|te stupld and money p' ,Shomb‘e able toact andlsing
and fame should notlhave anythinglithe\way, they want, without worrying
toldojwithlpopularity:I'm not saying abou?gettlng signed or not and|be:
everyoneitoday is like this; t@ere are | ing able to make a living off of;raps
plenty/ofjrappers not stuck in this .' ping
styleYTaliblKweli (pictured) isfa! 900d,llnr Hopefully;you have learned that
examplelofione. “We have neverlet: -hrapplng about money, fame, sex:
thelmedialdefine us, so whyjarelwe (83 womeniis/stupid and unnecesy
doing|itinow?ghe says. Talib]Kweli or_;;‘;g?;,fbecause really, who wantsito
glruthiSeekergin Arabic, is'alhip:hopl = hear songs like that? It just ruinsithe
artist;from|Brooklyn, New,York{Kweli great music of hip-hop, and it should

hasialuniquelsound, and does not not be about how much money,you
holdithelnewstyle of rappingabout.  Rave.

money;andifame that has evolved. P




Letters to the editor

So, I was wondering the other day, why are most rappers black? Is it something about
their voice? Or is it something else? It doesn’t seem like there should be such a huge
difference. | mean, there are a lot more black rappers than white ones so; I’m interested to
know if you have any insight into that. It’s just a strange thing with no real explanation.
-Asher Kenen

I like Hip-Hop Music, but not all hip-hop. I feel that many of the messages are the same
played-out messages. Ok, so you have the car, the money, the bling -- so what? And don't
even get me started on the videos. | feel like the artist's music should inspire people. A lot
of their music does not show off their artistic talent, but rather it shows off their lack of
intelligence. They could at least use real words. Shouldn't hip-hop be about expression
rather than money? -Rachel Carow
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Hip-Hop crossword

by: Jackson Reeves-Henning
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ACROSS

1. B.o.B (2 words)

4. Wasalu Muhammed Jaco,
also known as... (2 words)

7. “Fight the ”?

8. Jay-z’s record label (3 words)

||
H
-

2. Eminem’s latest
album (2 words)

DOWN

3. Lil Wayne

5. Early famous
rapper (2 words)

6.50



