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THOMAS MORE : IN DEFENSE OF TRIBULATION 

Thomas More's Dialogue of Comforl has both intrigued and puzzled 
scholars attempting t o  evaluate its artistry. Book I in particular has posed a diffi- 
culty for the critic trying t o  relate i t  l o  the overall plan o f  the Dialogue and is 
often damned with faint praise.' Most readers, noting its more formal structure. 
the somber tone, and the heavy emphasis on  logic. assume that i t  is intended to 
lay the theoretical groundwork for the practical arguments o f  Books II and Ill.* 

h4y contention is that the relationship o f  Book I t o  the Dialogue as a 
whole has not been adequately explored. The Dialogue of Cornfort could be cat- 
kd More's Moriue encomium. Mom's defense o f  tribulation in Book I establi- 
hes the position that the entire work wi l l  take o n  worldly wit and  Christian wis- 
dom. 

Antony. the elder participant. speaks for the defense. attempting to 
change his young cc cousin n Vincent's ironically unchristian attitude toward tri- 
bulation and comfort. ironic because Vincent clearly considers himself a true 
and faithful Christian and Antony assumes that Vincent accepts the basic tenets 
o f  Christianity. Vincent. caught up  in the affairs o f  the world and  fearing that a 
Turkish invasion of Hungary is imminent. seeks the relative calm o f  his 
u uncle H Antony's sick room where the two men can discuss dispassionately the 
meaning o f  tribulation and comfort. I t  is soon obvious that Vincent's knowledge 
o f  the world and its ways has not given h im wisdom. Although now removed 
physically from the world. Antony has a source o f  wisdom f rom which Vincent 
hopes t o  benefit. 

i n  preseniing his argiimei;: %=re sp~rr!s primarily t o  reason and employs 
many o f  the rhetorical tools that belong to  forensic oratory, particularly refuta- 
tion.' As Frank Manley remarks. the general intent o f  Book I i s  cc to  lead us to  
the reversal o f  ordinary, worldly judgment. to  the peculiar paradoxes that occur 
in the light o f  operative faith. n4 However Manley's view t l ~a t  the argument o f  
Book I is a based o n  the obscure motion o f  grace i n  the soul. which lies beyond 
the power o f  man t o  achieve n5 seems t o  put too little emphasis o n  the carefully 
structured logical framework of that argument. I n  fact the book has the argu- 
mentative thrust o f  forensic oratory and i t  displays the formal divisions of the 
classical oration including exordium. narration. proof/refutation, and formal 
peroration? Through the exordium and narration More establishes the basic 
conflict between worldly wit and divine wisdom that underlies his argument.' 
And  through the proof/refutation he works out the paradox o f  comfort. 

i i Exordium 

The prefatory section o f 4 o o k  I functions as an exordium and is in te~~ded 
t o  put the audience i n  the right frame o f  mind t o  benefit from i ts  arguments. Thc 
















