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Secretary of De­
fense. 

Responsibi l i t ies . 

Proclamation 3504 
INTERDICTION OF THE DELIVERY OF OFFENSIVE WEAPONS TO 

CUBA 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

W H E R E A S the peace of the world and the security of the United 
States and of all American States are endangered by reason of the 
establishment by the Sino-Soviet powers of an offensive military capa­
bility in Cuba, including bases for ballistic missiles with a potential 
range covering most of North and South America; 

W H E R E A S by a Joint Resolution passed by the Congress of the 
United States and approved on October 3, 1962, it was declared that 
the United States is determined to prevent by whatever means may be 
necessary, including the use of arms, the Marxist-Leninist regime in 
Cuba from extending, by force or the threat of force, its aggressive or 
subversive activities to any part of this hemisphere, and to prevent in 
Cuba the creation or use of an externally supported military capability 
endangering the security of the United States; and 

W H E R E A S the Organ of Consultation of the American Republics 
meeting in Washington on October 23, 1962, recommended that the 
Member States, in accordance with Articles 6 and 8 of the Inter-
American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance, take all measures, indi­
vidually and collectively, including the use of armed force, which they 
may deem necessary to ensure that the Government of Cuba cannot 
continue to receive from the Sino-Soviet powers military material and 
related supplies which may threaten the peace and security of the 
Continent and to prevent the missiles in Cuba with offensive capability 
from ever becoming an active threat to the peace and security of the 
Continent: 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, J O H N F. KENNEDY, President of the 
United States of America, acting under and by virtue of the authority 
conferred upon me by the Constitution and statutes of the United 
States, in accordance with the aforementioned resolutions of thei 
United States Congress and of the Organ of Consultation of the Amer­
ican Republics, and to defend the security of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim that the forces under my command are ordered, be­
ginning at 2:00 P.M. Greenwich time October 24, 1962, to interdict, 
subject to the instructions herein contained, the delivery of offensive 
weapons and associated materiel to Cuba. 

For the purposes of this Proclamation, the following are declared to 
be prohibited materiel: 

Surface-to-surface missiles; bomber aircraft; bombs, air-to-surface 
rockets and guided missiles; warheads for any of the above weapons; 
mechanical or electronic equipment to support or operate the above 
items; and any other classes of materiel hereafter designated by the 
Secretary of Defense for the purpose of effectuating this Proclamation. 

To enforce this order, the Secretary of Defense shall take appropri­
ate measures to prevent the delivery of prohibited materiel to Cuba, 
employing the land, sea and air forces of the United States in coopera­
tion with any forces that may be made available by other American 
States. 

The Secretary of Defense may make such regulations and issue such 
directives as he deems necessary to ensure the effectiveness of this order, 
including the desi^at ion, within a reasonable distance of Cuba, of 
prohibited or restricted zones and of prescribed routes. 



77 STAT. ] PROCLAMATION 3505-NOV. 7, 1962 

Any vessel or craft which may be proceeding toward Cuba may be 
intercepted and may be directed to identify itself, its cargo, equipment 
and stores and its ports of call, to stop, to lie to, to submit to visit and 
search, or to proceed as directed. Any vessel or craft which fails or 
refuses to respond to or comply with directions shall be subject to 
being taken into custody. Any vessel or craft which it is believed is en 
route to Cuba and may be carrying prohibited materiel or may itself 
constitute such materiel shall, wherever possible, be directed to proceed 
to another destination of its own choice and shall be taken into custody 
if it fails or refuses to obey such directions. All vessels or craft taken 
into custody shall be sent into a port of the United States for appro­
priate disposition. 

In carrying out this order, force shall not be used except in case of 
failure or refusal to comply with directions, or with regulations or 
directives of the Secretary of Defense issued hereunder, after reason­
able efforts have been made to communicate them to the vessel or craft, 
or in case of self-defense. In any case, force shall be used only to the 
extent necessary. 

I N W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 

Done in the City of Washington this twenty-third day of October 
in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and sixty-two, and 

[SEAL] of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and eighty-seventh. 

J O H N FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
7:06 p.m., 

Octol)er^3rdl962 
By the President: 

DEAN RUSK, 
Secretary of State. 
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v e s s e l s . 

Proclamation 3505 
THANKSGIVING DAY, 1962 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Over three centuries ago in Plymouth, on Massachusetts Bay, the Pil­
grims established the custom of gathering together each year to express 
their gratitude to God for the preservation of their community and 
for the harvests their labors brought forth in the new land. Joining 
with their neighbors, they shared together and worshipped together 
in a common giving of thanks. Thanksgiving Day has ever since 
been part of the fabric which has united Americans with their past, 
with each other and with the future of all mankind. 

I t is fitting that we observe this year our own day of thanksgiving. 
I t is fitting that we give our thanks for the safety of our land, for the 
fertility of our harvests, for the strength of our liberties, for the health 
of our people. We do so in no spirit of self-righteousness. We recog­
nize that we are the beneficiaries of the toil and devotion of our fathers 
and that we can pass their legacy on to our children only by equal toil 
and equal devotion. We recognize too that we live in a world of peril 
and change—and in so uncertain a time we are all the more grateful 
for the indestructible gifts of hope and love, which sustain us in 
adversity and inspire us to labor unceasingly for a more perfect 
community within this nation and around the earth. 

November 7, 1962 
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