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Abstract

The research of the Okinawa’s sovereignty from the stands of
the historical political and trade has not too much, while its
relationship between the international political and legal status is so
complicated. Firstly, based on the traditional history, Okinawa was
a vassal state in the Ming Dynasty. However, Japan terminated its

vassal state status and established County status under “the Discrete
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Islands” agreement, and eventually the islands became the Japanese
historical sovereignty under “the Shimonoseki Treaty” with Japan’s
occupation fact. Secondly, in terms of the political practice, the
United States, which enjoyed the residual sovereignty, transferred the
Okinawa’s sovereignty to Japan in accordance with the principle of
return in international law. On the other hand, the ROC did not
claim the Okinawa’s self-governance or independence, which results
that the ROC was unable to claim the Okinawa’s sovereignty which
belongs to whom. Finally, the ROC, therefore, is quite hard to
claim the Okinawa’s sovereign status in the international legal
principle, while Japan legimately enjoys the Okinawa’s territorial
sovereignty by means of the conquest rule without objection by other
states. Currently, the Republic of China on Taiwan seems to have
no legal basis on the sovereign dispute concerning the legal status of
Okinawa. Therefore, it is significant that Taiwan should establish

the mutual cooperations in many fields with the Okinawa islands.
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% Ja < 4o T The three great Allies are fighting this war to restrain and punish the
aggression of Japan. They covet no gain for themselves and have no thought of
territorial expansion. It is their purpose that Japan shall be stripped of all the
islands in the Pacific which she has seized or occupied since the beginning of the
first World War in 1914, and that all the territories Japan has stolen from the
Chinese, such as Manchuria, Formosa, and the Pescadores, shall be restored to
the Republic of China. Japan will also be expelled from all other territories which
she has taken by violence and greed. The aforesaid three great powers, mindful of
the enslavement of the people of Korea, are determined that in due course Korea
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shall become free and independent. |

J < 4™ T The terms of the Cairo Declaration shall be carried out and Japanese

sovereignty shall be limited to the islands of Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu,

Shikoku, and such minor islands as we determine.
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development towards self-government or independence as may be appropriate to
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the particular circumstances of each territory and its peoples and the freely
expressed wishes of the peoples concerned, and as may be provided by the terms

J < 4™ T Japan will concur in any proposal of the United States to the United
Nations to place under its trusteeship system, with the United States as the sole

administering authority, Nansei Shoto south of 29deg. north latitude (including
the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands), Nanpo Shoto south of Sofu Gan
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