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IAMTW’s GRAND MASTER SCRIBE AWARD,
THE FAUST, GOES TO THE GENRE’S MOST
PROLIFIC PRACTITIONER

By David Spencer

The inarguable preeminent
author of tie-ins, with more
published tie-in titles to his
credit (well more than 100) than
any writer in the game before or
since—the legendary and until
now somewhat elusive William

Johnston—will be honored by
the JAMTW with a Faust
Award, the honor bestowed
upon Grand Masters. He is
currently residing in San Jose,
California, and will turn 86 on
January 11—a fitting number,
as it is his series of novels based
on the spy sitcom Get Smart,
about Secret Agent

86 for CONTROL,
which turned his by-
line into a virtual tie-
in “brand” and
thereafter defined the
nature of his tie-in
(and the largest
proportion of his
literary) career as the
industry’s comedy
specialist.

Johnston’s style
1s paradoxically
recognizable, despite
seeming matter of
fact and transparent,
his narration
employing little
reliance on metaphor,
idiosyncratic locution
or other literary
manipulation. But
the ostensible
simplicity is utterly
deceptive: for in the
“serious” books, depth
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of characterization
sneaks up on the
reader, dialogue and
internalization
unusually nuanced,
layered and when
appropriate even
subtle, with a
psychological
perception very ahead
of its time.

Johnston’s
humorous novels are a
textbook lesson on
comic timing in prose,
possibly because he
had some experience
as an actor (a
signature of his books
is writing phone
conversations as play-
format dialogue
exchanges,
woodshedding
redundant “he saids”
and “she saids”).

He knew the
wisdom and the
technique of “simply”
staying out of the
way, and letting the
tale be carried by
action, dialogue, and
an impeccable sense of
cadence and rhythm.
Plus his own unique
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brand of whimsy and wordplay.  successful that a cover varia
Johnston’s career started on The Nurses includes a

in 1960 with the release of a Big Printing” y

hardcover comic murder next (and it would see

mystery, The Marriage Cage original medical ron

(Lyle Stuart, reissued in Loves Has Nurse F

paperback by Dell), which

earned him a Best First Novel

Edgar Award nomination from

the Mystery Writers of America.

Curiously, this did not lead

immediately to more mystery

novels (though he would write

mystery tie-ins later in his

career), but rather to a number

of early 60s pulp titles for

Monarch Books, which ranged

from light comedy (The Powe

Positive Loving) to medica

romance (the Doctor Sta

trilogy) to soft core rac

Her for Loving, Tee

Tramp, Girls on th

particular eith
with, or led
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| ooks based on The Flying Nun

: P TRD D P or Ace, as well as The Brady
Bunch and Nanny and the

| The Great Indian Uprising Professor (Lancer). As if that

¥ X g weren’t plenty, he also did
sitcom novels for Whitman,
including titles based on The
Munsters, Gilligan’s Island,
Bewitched, The Monkees, and F-
Troop.

Though the sitcom
novels dominated Johnston’s
tie-in career, and were the work

not feature original =~ with which he was reflexively

was rather comprised identified, he still did a catalog’s
vely of short stories worth of work in just about
pting the show’s teleplays.) every other TV tie-in genre
except science fiction and



smattering of juven

Miracle - At
San Tanco

- d

Dick Tracy
series base

Back cover of his first novel, The Marriage Cage, ¢ 1960

the name “Susan Claudia.”
Johnston’s wholly
original work became scarce
once he was established as a tie-
Vew Interns, The in machine, but it didn’t
he Priest’s Wife, altogether disappear. Aside
. Robin Crusoe, USN  from the Susan Claudia gothics,
as “Bill Ford”) and he also authored The
Angel, Down We Go. If Manipulator (Lancer, 1968, re-
ote that The Swinger was issued under Magnum), a racy




paperback potboiler about an the film—with
ambitious business executive design (a Rom
fighting the odds to get a an embossed
revolutionary jetliner into the of Malcolm
air; and in hardcover, A
a novel about an 'HI E
overweight, bigoted FLYING NUN
beat cop called - -
Barney (Random The Littlest
House, 1970, re- CI(CDCIS
issued in paperback o 0 e sig e 8 e o W
by Warner).

Barney was
his longest novel
ever, clocking in at
307 pages. The page
count is an
interesting statistic
owing to the period
which Johnston
wrote: at that ti
tie-in novels

indeed we

relations account
At the moment he
e Lionel trains account
McCrary's public
ons agency.

fter Caligula, Johnston—who
ad amassed millions of fans
yet little meaningful literary
recognition—tired of writing
and decided to become—
—wait for it—
—a bartender.
Then living on Long Island,
New York, he attended
bartending school and
graduated to find that he was
considered too old to hire. His
solution was to buy his own bar,
which he did. It was called The
fRtiieen to Blind Pig; it was located in
actor. Claims he was Massapequa, and he ran it very

successfully until his
ned the Navy in 1942 retirement.

seeing a Naval band
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JP NEXT? WHAT
ARE YOU WORKING

a tough market for fiction
ese days, no matter what kind

of pedigree one has. I have a
couple of new things on
submission, but it seems to be
taking an impossibly long time
to hear anything. In the
meantime, ['ve been lucky to
land some ghost writing/work-



for hire jobs that keeps me in
curry.

3. HARDTOP OR RAGTOP? OR DO
YOU TAKE THE BUS?

In Chicagoland, a hardtop is
the only thing that makes sense
with our winters!

4. IN ADDITION TO YOUR TIE-IN
WORK, DO YOU HAVE ANY
ORIGINAL NOVELS YOU'RE
WORKING ON THAT YOU’D LIKE
TO TELL US ABOUT?

As I mentioned, I have a couple
of things on submission, but
until they're sold I usually don’t
like to talk about them.

5. WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO GET
INVOLVED IN TIE-INS?

The Bond gig started it, and
that fell into my lap. I did Bond
for seven years—six original
books and three short stories,
plus three movie novelizations.
After that gig ended, it wasn't
difficult to be on a few editors’
short lists for tie-in authors. I've
since done some Tom Clancy

(

JAMES BOND
CHOICE
OF

WEAPONS

THREE 007 NOVELS
RAYMOND BENSON

WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION BY THE AUTHOR

INCLUDING THE SHORT STORIES
LIVE AT FIVE & MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DOOM

Raymond Benson signing books at a Love is Murder convention in Chicago.

spin-offs and a couple of
novelizations of the Metal Gear
Solid videogames.

6. ICE CREAM . . . CHOCOLATE,
VANILLA, OR STRAWBERRY?

How about vanilla with
chocolate sauce?

7. WHAT TIE-IN PROJECT WAS
THE MOST DIFFICULT FOR YOU,
AND WHY?

Metal Gear Solid. The games
are extremely complicated plot-
wise, and because they have a

Japanese manga sensibility, i.e.

combining science fiction,
fantasy, and existentialism, it
was a fine line

between believable and silly!

8. LET’S LOOK AT THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE COIN. WHAT TIE-IN

PROJECT WAS THE EASIEST, AND
WHY?

For me, it was Bond. Not that it
was “easy,” but it was a
universe I knew inside and out
without any ramping up.

9. WHAT DO YOU MOST ENJOY
ABOUT TIE-IN WRITING?

Is it gauche to say “a paycheck?”

10. WHAT’S YOUR ALL-TIME
FAVORITE MOVIE?

Stanley Kubrick's "2001: A
Space Odyssey" (1968), which
was light years ahead of its time
when it first appeared and is
still a mind-blower; one of the
most important films ever
made.

11. PUBLISHING HAS TAKEN
SEVERAL HITS IN THE PAST FEW



YEARS . ..LAYOFFS AT THE BIG
HOUSES, A CUT IN TITLES. HOW
DO YOU THINK THE TIE-IN
INDUSTRY HAS BEEN IMPACTED?

It’s been impacted seriously. It’s
impacted everything. Fiction in
general has been hit hard.

12. WHAT ADVICE DO YOU OFFER
AUTHORS WHO ARE TRYING TO
BREAK INTO TIE-IN WRITING OR
ESTABLISHED AUTHORS TRYING
TO GET MORE WORK?

I'm often asked that question,
and I'm never sure how to
answer it. Getting in to tie-in
work is usually a “who you
know” situation. It helps if
you've been published already,
and the editors you've worked
with also handle tie-in
properties . . . then they think of
you for the jobs. That's how it
happened in my case. As far as
established authors trying to
get more work, I'm constantly
on the lookout for more work
myself . . . I would say, never
burn any bridges, keep in
contact with former job editors,
and every now and then send
out query letters to the editors
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METAL GEAR SOLID

RAYMOND BENSON

you know to remind them that
you're still in the game.

13. CAN YOU DESCRIBE ONE OF
YOUR TYPICAL WORK DAYS?

It really depends on what phase
of the book I'm in. Typically,
though, I try to take care of
maintenance stuff in the
mornings (e-mails, website
updates, errands, whatever) and
then after lunch I get to work on
whatever I'm writing. Before
going to bed that night, I read
over what I wrote and make
obvious corrections but leave
the heavy re-writing until after
I've completed the full first
draft.

14. DO YOU HAVE A FAVORITE
FAST-FOOD OR CHAIN
RESTAURANT?

I'm a native Texan, even though
I live in the Chicago area . . . so
I love Tex-Mex. There's a place
in Austin (and Houston, Dallas,
not sure where else) called
Chuy’s . .. and it’s the best Tex-
Mex on the planet. In fact, I
took James Bond there in one of
my novels. A couple of the

1 A HARD DAY’S DEATH

RAYMOND BENSON

restaurants now have a sign
inside that reads “James Bond
ate here,” with a picture of my
book cover.

15. WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST TIE-
IN NOVEL AND HOW DID YOU
LAND THE PROJECT?

That would have been Zero
Minus Ten, my first original
Bond novel (1997). I had gotten
to know the people at Ian
Fleming Publications when I
wrote my very first book, a non-
fiction tome called The James
Bond Bedside Companion
(published 1984). We had stayed
in touch during John Gardner’s
tenure as the Bond author.
When he retired in 1995, they
called me out of the blue and
asked if I'd like to give it a
shot. Quite extraordinary,
really.

16. CAN YOU SHARE A FAVORITE
MEMORY OF ATTENDING A
CONVENTION?

I've been to several Bond
conventions, although most

of them are not named as such
due to trademark. One official

TRILOGY

THREE 007 NOVELS
RAYMOND BENSON

WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION BY THE AUTHOR

INCLUDING THE FULL-LENGTH SHORT STORY

BLAST FROM THE PAST




convention was held in
Jamaica in 1996. I had
written my first Bond novel
but it hadn't been published
yet, so I was there as the new
kid on the block. But I got to
hang out with Ursula
Andress, Maud Adams,
George Lazenby, Richard
Kiel, and other Bond film
luminaries who were

there. It was my first taste of
what being under a
microscope was like.

17. DID YOU HAVE OTHER
CAREERS BEFORE WRITING?

I started off as a stage

director (I was a theatre
major, specializing in
directing). I worked in the
theatre for several years in the
70s and 80s . . . but because
there was no money in it, I
became a writer. LOL. I started
off with the aforementioned
“Bedside Companion” but
immediately after that my
writing career took a sharp left
turn and I landed in the gaming
industry. I started designing
and writing computer games
and pencil/paper role-playing
games. [ was in that business
until the mid-90s, when I got
the Bond novel gig. Since then
I've been a writer full time.

18. WHEN AND WHY DID YOU
DECIDE TO BE A FULL-TIME
WRITER?

When I got the Bond novel gig, I
kept my day-job as a computer
game designer until the first
book was out in 1997. Once it
appeared that it was going to
work and I got the contract to
write more, then I quit the day
job and haven't looked back.

“A gem of a thriller one would have expected to come from the haii »
pen of somegpe like James Patterson.” — The Strand Magazine
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19. IF YOU COULD BE A
CONTESTANT ON A PAST OR
PRESENT GAME SHOW, WHICH
SHOW WOULD YOU PICK?

I was pretty good at $20,000
pyramid back in the day and
even had a home version of

it. Today I'd love to be on “Rock
n' Roll Jeopardy.” I wouldn't
mind trying my hand at “Who
Wants to Be a Millionaire”
because I'm pretty good at
trivia. “Deal or No Deal” would
be fun.

20. WHAT DO YOU HOPE THE
TAMTW CAN ACHIEVE IN THE
NEXT SEVERAL YEARS?

I’d like to see the organization
become as important and big as
Mystery Writers of America or
International Thriller Writers.
And because it’s something of
an elite membership, it would
be nice to get more respect as
tie-in writers. What we do is
unique and not at all easy like
many people think. Anthology
publications (like the Tie-In

book that Lee has initiated) are
a nice start . . . I hope we can do
more, even getting licenses to do
our own anthologies of tie-in
properties.

TieED IN To TiE-INS
By Lee Goldberg

The TAMTW is putting
together "TIED IN: The
Business, Craft, and History of
Media Tie-In Novels," as
written by the authors who
write'em. Our thought it the
book can generate some
publicity, educate people about
tie-in writing, and also raise
money for our organization.

Any member of the IAMTW
1s welcome to contribute on any
area of tie-in writing of interest
to them as long as it doesn't
cover the same ground as
something another member is
already writing.

We'll also cherry pick
material from the articles
database on our site and
perhaps from our newsletter
(we'll also need a member with
graphic design skills to create a
cover). Our plan is to initially
release this as a low-priced e-
book on the Kindle, Nook and
Sony platforms. The only cost to
the IAMTW will be in the time
it takes to edit and format the
manuscript.

If the book does well, we'll
make it available as a print-on-
demand title. IAMTW members
are welcome to query us at
lee@leegoldberg.com with your
chapter/essay ideas. First come,
first served! The deadline for
submission is May 1, 2010. Our
hope is to have the book ready
for download when we announce
the Scribe Award winners in
July.



Here's the latest update of
contributors and chapters
we have so far. But it's not
too late to become part of it.
If you're an JAMTW
member, and would like to
contribute a chapter, please
send us your notion at
tieinwriters@gmail.com.
The chapters should be
2500 words or more. Our
goal is to have the book
ready, at least for the
Kindle/Nook/Sony e-reader,
in time for the Scribes.
We're also looking for an
artist to design a cover for
us. Current contributors
and their chapters:

Alina Adams: updating
and expanding her
upcoming "Tied In"
newsletter article on
licensed tie-in writing
line, specifically her

on tie-ins for two cz

soaps, "Another W

including the bizarre story
of writing the novelization
of the movie version of his
graphic novel ROAD TO
PERDITION.

William Dietz: upc

st sentence simplicity.

Javid Spencer: An
overview/history of tie-in
novels, focusing primarily
on major novels and
authors from the 1960s &
70s.

Brandie Tarvin: How to
break in to tie-in writing.

Plus expanded & updated




versions of these Q&A
articles from our website:

The Business of Tie-Ins and
Novelizations Part One:
The Deal

The Business of Tie-ins and
Novelizations Part Two:
Deadlines

The Business of Tie-ins and
Novelizations Part Three:
Characters

The Business of Tie-ins and
Novelizations Part Four:
The Agents

Are Tie-In Writers Hacks?
Writing A Novelization

Writing A Tie-In

Vincent Villafranca. The
convention promotes the
advancement of education, with
emphasis on horror, fantasy, and
science fiction literature. For
more information, visit the web
site: www.condfw.org

ConDor 2010

IAMTW?’s Nancy Holder is among
the guests at ConDor, San Diego’s
longest-running science fiction
convention. The event is set for
February 26-28 at the Handlery
Hotel and Resort, 950 Hotel Circle
North, San Diego. The theme is
Tripping the Past Fantastic with
steampunk and retro future fiction.
Visit the web site for more
information: www.condorcon.org.

BayCon
May 28-31 at the Hyatt Regency in
Santa Clara, CA. The convention

Comveniiom

CALTGRN

ConDFW

February 12-14 at the Crowne
Plaza Suites Hotel in Dallas TX
marks the annual running of
ConDFW. Highlights include
discussions, booksellers,
shopping, an art show, charity
book swap, auction, short story
contest, and non-traditional
activities such as a sci-fi spelling
bee. Guests include IAMTW
member Kevin Hosey, Jack
McDevitt, Elizabeth Moon, and

charity is the Comic Book Legal
Defense Fund. Visit the website for
more information: www.baycon.org.

Balticon 44

May 28-31 at Marriott’s Hunt
Valley Inn, Baltimore.

More than 1,000 attendees are
expected. More than 300 hours of
multi-track programming
featuring authors, publishers,
editors, artists, scientists,
musicians and more. Visit the site
at: www.balticon.org.

All articles in this issue are copyright 2010 by their respective authors.
All other content copyright 2010 ITAMTW.
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