Case Tineline
The following is a timeline | have been collecting on Paul Foster Case. |
woul d Iike to eventually put together a "proper"” narrative history based on
what ever sources are avail abl e.

These |istings may seem patchy and i nconpl ete. But, having been a student
of Case's material alnost 10 years, | can only plead that the average
person rarely has an opportunity to |learn nore about Case (and Ann Davi es)
than is publicly available in a brief biographical sheet.

Al though this tineline brings to view sone itens about Paul Case that have
not been shared with the general public, nmy own experience has been that it
makes hima nmore synpathetic person and highlights the great struggles he
underwent in spreadi ng the Light.

Thanks to all who have contributed to this work. | welconme nore historica
i nformati on and insights. In sone instances, the sources differ in details
and dates. | have preserved these differences in the tinmelines.

I amal so working on tinmelines of Ann Davies and "other personages" they
were associated with. | welcone all information on these subjects, also.

In L.V. X
Lee Moffitt

TI MELI NE
Paul Foster Case

Editor's note: The following tineline is taken wherever possible from
public or sem -public records. The source of the itemis indicated by the
bracketed nunber. In sone instances, different sources give conflicting
accounts. | have tried to include divergent views. See the end of the
timeline for the sources.

1884 - Cctober 3, 5:28 PM in Perendor NY (now called Fairport), Pau
Foster Case was born. His father was caretaker of a private library and
Deacon at a Congregational church. H s nother was hal f-Gypsy. [2]

Case was a direct descendant of Mles Standish (on his Mdther's side). His
Fat her was head |librarian of the town library.[1]

Editor's note: Fairport is ESE of Rochester, only about 10 miles from
Pal myra NY, where Joseph Snmith grew up and where Snmith is said to have
recei ved the revel ation that becane the Book O Mornon(!)

1886 - Case denonstrated his ability to read books.[ 1]

1887 - Young Case was found to have nusical talent, by his nother. She
began training himin piano and organ.[ 1]

1891 - Case had been able to mani pulate his dream states. He corresponded
wi th Rudyard Kipling, who assured himof the reality of the supersensory
states that Case had been experiencing.[1]

Case becane the organist for the Congregational church where his father was
Deacon. [ 1]



1900 - Case played at a charity performance, where occultist C aude Bragdon
was al so perform ng. Bragdon asked Case where he thought playing cards cane
from Case discovered, in his father's library, that they come from Tar ot
(orginally called The Gane O ©Man). This began Case's search into Tarot.
Case started collecting books on Tarot.[1]

1905- 1908 - Case undertook extensive yoga practice, including nuch
pranayama, from various published sources. This and other circunstances of
the tine appear to have psychically opened him"w de open"” wi thout

saf eguards or protection. His psychic sensitivity becane intol erable unti
he | earned to close the psychic doors, practically by brute force![10]

1907, Sunmmer (approx) - Wiile in Chicago, Case read The Secret O Menta
Magi c, by WIliam W Atkinson (aka Ramachakraka) and wote to the author
The two nmet and became wel |l -acquainted. This eventually led to their

col I aboration on The Kybalion (the "Three Initiates" being Case, Atkinson
and a certain Inner Voice that had been assisting Case for years.)[ 10]

1907 - Case had visions of hinself as a rabbi in a previous life. [2]

1909- 10- Case was approached on the streets of Chicago by a stranger who
called himby nanme, and reveal ed Case's "npst secret thoughts, hopes, and
activities". The stranger told Case he cane fromthe Master of W sdom who
was the teacher of them both. Case was at a crossroads. He could either
continue with his nusical career and have a life of relative ease and
confort, or dedicate hinself to fully serve hunmanity and play a vital part
inits evolution for this com ng Aquarian Age. He was told that road woul d
be hard, with rmuch trials and sorrow. Fromthat nmonent on, although Case
went on to beconme an orchestral conductor, every spare nonent went into his
dedi cated service.[1]

The man was Dr. Fludd, a promi nent Chicago physician.[10]
1916 - Case published attributions of the Tarot Keys in the nagazi ne The Wbrd.

1918 - Case nmet M chael Wiitty, editor of Azoth, and Cancell arius of
Thot h- Her mes Lodge of The Rosicrucian Order of the Al pha et Onega
(A'".QO".) (S. L. MacG egor Mathers' post-Hermetic Order of the CGol den Dawn
group.). Wiitty recognized Case's abilities and invited himto join

Thot h-Hernes. Case accepted, and was initiated into A.'.Q'., taking the
aspiration nane Perseverantia (perseverance).[ 10]

VWhitty published Case's attribution of the Tarot Keys (with corrections of
sone errors in the previous articles) in Azoth.[10]

1918 - Case was appoi nted Sub-Praenonstrator of the Thot h-Hernes Lodge
(Whitty was the Praenonstrator).[8]

1919 - Case began his correspondence with Dr. John Brodie-l1nnes (Frater Sub
Spe), according to one private source which is usually, but not invariably,
correct.[10]

1919-20 - Case and M chael Witty "received" the text for nmost of the Book
of Tokens. The source behind the text is The Master R, although no nane
was attached to the source at that tine.[10]

1920 - May 16, Case was initiated into the Second Order of Al pha et Orega.



He was nanmed Third Adept three weeks later.[3]

Case's Portal ritual was held on either Sunday, May 2 or May 9, 1920, in
the evening; his 5=6 initiation took place on Sunday, May 16. Cor pus
Christi (the annual Second Order holiday as cel ebrated by the HOGD
tradition) was June 6, and he was asked to serve as Third Adept.[10]

December 27, 1920 - Mchael Wiitty died in Los Angeles. Whitty was hol di ng
Praemonstrator office in A '.QO'. at the tine.[10]

Case attributed the failure of Wiitty's health to "nagical practices based
on Order fornulae." (Enochian magic)][ 8]

Dec 1920 / Jan 1921. Between the period of Mchael's death and Case being
officially nanmed Praenonstrator, he began to receive letters fromDr. Henry
Pul | en-Burry (Frater Aninmus Pura Sit). These are enornously inportant. They
constitute much of what he would | ater quote as direct Third Order

aut hori zation for one or another things. The Decenber 18, 1920 letter from
Pul | en-Burry appears to be the first that was addressed to Case directly,

t hough he had corresponded with Witty previously. Pullen-Burry was
apparently 7=4 at the tinme. He confirned the Inner Plane authenticity of
the Order Case had al ready been building for some time. Pullen-Burry, in
the letter, called this new Quter Vehicle by its (confidential) Esoteric
Nane. He referred to it as Case's "first centre," of which the Al pha et
Orega was its parent (in the sense of a Piscean predecessor to an Aquari an

heir). This inplies know edge that what |ater became B.O T.A -- and which
may al ready have been called B.O T. A, but which, at |least, already had its
Inner Plane "call letters" -- preexisted Case's Al pha et Onega

menber shi p. [ 10]

The Order was VERY secret at that tine. Case wote to Israel Regardie that
B.O. T.A had pre-existed his A'.QO"'. menbership, and that the Thot h-Hernmes
Chiefs knew of this. It is inplied, but not said anywhere, that the nane
B.O.T.A already existed; and we know for sure that the Esoteric Nane of
the Order pre-existed this era. Wen they actively began, with Case and
others fromthe A'.Q"'., in 1921, they therefore veiled their activities
under the name of the Hermetic Order of Atlantis (H O A -- probably a pun
on HVA, Hu, "He," the name of the Archangel of the Mst H gh who w tnesses
t he nost sacred obligation any of them had taken up to that point).

Menber shi p was TOTALLY secret -- highly selective, with absolutely no

di scl osure by anyone AT ALL of their participation, on penalty of inmediate
renoval . [ 10]

February 1921 - Case is naned Praenonstrator of Thoth-Hernes Lodge soon
after Whitty's death.[9]

1921 - Mdina Mathers (widow of S. L. MacGregor Mathers), who was the
Imperator of A.'.QO"'., wote Case questioning his discussion of sex magic
in the Lodge. Case |later resigned as Praenonstrator of the Thot h-Hernes
Lodge of Al pha et Orega. [ 3]

Moi na Mat hers was NOT the actual head of the A.'.QO"'; Brodie-lnnes was. But
Case didn't know that. As part of the governing triad, she was handling the

| mperator function -- the hands on, Geburan managenent of things.
Brodi e-I nnes was in the Praenonstratorial role of the Order at |arge, and
seens to have played this quite privately -- as stated, Case and others

were in regular correspondence with him but it never |eaked out. In



Mather's final letter to the Order, he left control of to a triad of Mina,
Dr. Berridge, and Brodie-Innes, all of whomwere identified by himas 7=4;
and he specifically designated Brodie-Innes as his "direct successor" and
"Supreme Chief of the Order, representing the Secret Chiefs,"” under the
notto Fidei Tenax.[10]

1921, Summer - Various vague reports all indicate this as the approximte
time of the fanobus phone call from The Master Rococzy. If this is so, it
woul d seemto be just after his formal resignation of all of his offices
(his termas Chief Adept expired in June 1921). People who have passed

t hrough the system nay al so place sone inportance on the fact that this is
also just a little nmore than one year after his admi ssion to the Second
Order -- a very significant juncture for many people.[10]

Case nmet The Master R in person at the Hotel Roosevelt in NYC (Madi son and
Lexi ngton Avenues at 43rd Street)][ 2]

1921, Decenber- Case, Lilly CGeise, and others finally resigned fromthe
A'.0O"'.. Elsa Barker followed a nonth or two later.[10]

1922, June- Case's final resignation, right after sunmer sol stice (and not
long after Corpus Christi). He had been serving as Chief Adept at the tine,
and did not want to resign until his termof office expired -- he didn't
want to | eave the Order | acking soneone in the position that formally
linked to the I nner contacts.[10]

1922, Summer - The first efforts were undertaken at preparing a

conpr ehensi ve correspondence course. He essentially put into one year what
is, at present, extended over five years. The course was called The Agel ess
Wsdom and it covered just about the whole of Herneticism

1923 - The School of Agel ess Wsdom was organi zed by Case, probably in
Bost on. [ 2]

1924, May 9 - Lilly Geise (Ms. Case) died.[10]

1926 - Case moved from NYC back to his honetown of Fairport. He did
ext ensive travel and |ecturing.[10]

1926, March 22 - Case was initiated into Freemasonry (1st Deg, E.'.A"'.) in
Fai rport.[ 10]

1926, April 12 - Case was passed to 2nd Degree Mason (F.'.C.'.).[10]
1926, April 26 - The Boston office of B.O T.A was set up.[10]
1926, June 28 - Case was raised to 3rd Degree Mason (M'.M"'.).[10]

1926-27 - Case began the intensive work of building Chapter, and fully
activating it within BBOT.A . He reconstructed A.'.QO"'. rituals froma
conbi nation of his menory and a copy of The Equi nox, then rewote them
extensively. By 1927 he had finished: 0=0 ritual, 0=0 Know edge Lecture,
1=10 ritual, 1=10 Know edge Lecture, a paper on an inportant magic ritua
(nostly adapted fromthe old Section D course material), and the Equi nox
ritual.[10]

1927 - The True and Invisible Rosicrucian Oder (First Edition) energed.[ 10]



1927, April - Areally substantial shift in the entire direction of the
correspondence course-work began, coincidental with his |aunching Chapter
It seens that the detailed instruction in neditation and magi c were taken
out of public circulation at the sane tinme that Chapter worki ng was begun
A new 48-week course, called the EXTENSI ON or FI RST YEAR COURSE repl aced
the old system altogether. Tarot was di scussed nore extensively than
previously, and nmost of the other material was now gone.[ 10]

1927, Autumm - Sound & Col or course was added. Esoteric Astrol ogy [NOT
Ann's course -- Case's course!] and 12 | essons on Al cheny (a precursor to
The Great Wrk) followed in short order.[10]

1928, January - Boston Chapter #2 was opened. (It was called #2, despite
the fact that #1 hadn't yet been consecrated.)

1928, March - Chapter #5 in Washi ngton, DC was goi ng, and New York Chapter
#1 was about to be formalized. Buffalo and Rochester followed in short
order (probably being #3 and #4, respectively). About the same tine, Case
and his wife Astra nmoved from Fairport to Melrose, MA, near Boston.[10]

1928, April - The first of a regular set of "Prolocutor-Ceneral's Messages"
sent to all the Chapters. These continued until 1934. Anong the npst

i mportant material in themis a detail ed discussion of the main B.O T. A
Chapter ritual, later adapted into a series of papers that persist into
nodern tines.[10]

1928, Cctober - The B. O T.A Foundation was incorporated in Massachusettes,
as an educational institution.[10]

1929, Septenber 4 - The School of Agel ess Wsdom Inc., was created in
Boston as the new nanme for "the outer administration of Builders of the
Adytum " Its existence (as replacing the prior Foundation) was announced to
the Chapters on Septenber 24 (a Tuesday, which was the regul ar neeting day
of all Chapters -- so this was their official Equinox celebration).[10]

1930 - The Great Seal of the United States was in process by March. Paul
and Astra Case noved to Boston from Melrose, and noved HQ into their
hone. [ 10]

1931, May - For nost of the preceeding year, Case had been in declining
health. H's sensitivity was "off the map," he was enotional and testy --
very much pushed to the edge. It was abysnal. Associ ates arranged for him
to vacation in the Carribbean, and the records of the time reflect that he
reestablished his Third Oder link following this horrible period. Upon his
return, he began changi ng things around, preparing to announce sone
revampi ngs to the Order the follow ng Equi nox.[ 10]

1931 Septenber 20 - Case announced what was going on, to all the Chapters
-- concerning his health, his recovery, and where things were going. This
particul ar Equi nox al so marked the 10th Anniversary of B.O T.A 's active
wor k. The bi ggest change was that he nodified the Neophyte's oath in its
first two paragraphs, renmoving for the first time a condition that
prevented nenbers fromtal king about the Order. This occurred "After
consulting with H mwho has been the inspiration of this work fromthe

begi nning," he wote to the Chapters. "By this change in the obligation the
B.O T.A ceases to be a 'secret society,' and becones a 'society with



secrets, the latter to be "guard[ed] as carefully as ever." He then
actively encouraged themto very actively nove to do everything legitimte
that they could to push the work and get the Chapters to grow in
menbership. This one "P.G Letter" is of pivotal historic inportance, and
redefined the Order fromthat point forward.[10]

1931-1932 - Wth Ms. J. Craik Patten, Case brought through a |engthy I|nner
School instruction on the Cube of Space (not published).[10]

Late 1932 - Case nmoved to L. A He eventually divorced Astra, to marry
Dorothy Spring. Wth two exceptions, his last two official letters to the
Chapters in the East were dated Novenmber and Decenber, 1932.[10]

1933 - Case wote the first of nany letters to Israeli Regardie.[8]
1943 - Ann Davies was introduced to Case.[ 1]

In anot her place, Ann said this was 1944. She wal ked into one of his
cl asses with her sister.[10]

Ann and her small daughter Bonnie noved into Case's house, and hel ped him
by fixing neals, mmeographing | essons, etc.[5]

1943(?) - Case narries Harriet. Paul, Ann, and Bonnie nove into Harriet's
| arger house in Eagle Rock. Harriet puts B.OT.A on a solid financia
footing. She purchases the Tenple on Figueroa for B.O T. A [5]

1947 - The inportant cycle of regular Comunications from The Master R
began February 16, 1947, and ended, 49 comruni cations |ater, on Novenber 4,
1948. Anpbng the material transmtted was the |ast part of The Book of
Tokens. [ 10]

The Epil ogue for the Book of Tokens was received by Paul, Harriet, and
Ann, through Quija board conmmunications.[7]

1954 - Paul Foster Case died in Mexico, while on a vacation train trip with
Harriet. Hi s body was never returned to USA.[2]

Anot her wel | -pl aced source says he was told that Case's body is in Forest
Lawn Cenetery, in the same section as Ann, Harriet, Gene Emard, and others
-- alittle section that othes have called "Adept's Row. "

OTHER | TEMS

Case was married 5 tines, twice to the sane wonan. [ 2]

Case was led to nove from New York to Los Angeles by Master R [2]

Case was a nmenber of Ordo Tenpli Orientis (O T.0), advancing to the Third
Degree (probably early 1917 to m d-1918). Case received initiations
directly fromAleister Cromey . Case |ater resigned out of

di ssatisfaction.[3][10]

Case had a Doctorate in Miusic.[6] At one point, he conducted orchestras for
silent novies.[2] H s doctorate was honorary. [ 2]

Case was a Bishop in the Liberal Catholic Church. [6]



REFERENCES

1. Adyt um News Notes (Published by B.OT.A. ) Volune 4, No. 3., July -
Sept enber 1963

2. Private Notes, Public Talk by B.O T.A representative, 1992
3. Biography, HOGD Wb page.

4. Email to 'pfcase' list, July 1997 by 'JAE

5. Email to 'pfcase' list, Decenmber 1996 by Joseph Nol en

6. Email to 'pfcase' list, July 1997 by Joseph Nol en

7. Email to 'pfcase' list, January 1997 by 'Keph Ra

8. Email on 'pfcase' list, July 1997, attributed to "An infrequent
contributor to the forum' by "zeph".

9. Mary Greer, Wnen of the Gol den Dawn, Park Street Press, 1995

10. Private comunication, An anonynmpus source.

Editor - Lee Moffitt
9/ 26/ 97



