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The Pascagoula Expedition or “Davidson’s Raid”

“Under informationreceived from

General [William Tecumseh| Sherman,

and in anticipation of his comng out
at some point on the Gulf,” Major Gen-
eral E.R.S. Canby wrote Major General
Henry Halleck on November 25th,
1864,
the Gulf, and have transportation ready
to move at any time to any point; ra-
tions for thirty days; clothing and am-

“I have collected large supplies in

munition for 60,000 men, and ['m'.u.'c
for the same period for 15,000 animals

. Cooperative movements for the cut-
ting of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad
will be made from Vicksburg and Baton

after to-morrow.” Canby’s plan for the
Baton Rouge-based expedition called
for a cavalry strike on the Mobile and
Ohio Railroad at a point some 20 miles
from Leakesville, Mississippi, 10 miles
inside the Alabama border. A break in
the railroad here, Canby hoped, would
weaken the Confederate defenses at
Mobile, Alabama, :
ate reinforcements away from the gulf. !

and divert Confeder-

Canby assigned command of the
Baton Rouge-based movement to
Fairfax County, Virginia, native and

West Point graduate Brigadier General

John W. Davidson. Davidson was an

tion in the Mexican War at the battle of
San'Pasqual and San Gabriel and been
wounded fighting Jicarilla Apache In-
dians in New Mexico. Commensurate
with the 40-year-old general’s propen-
sity for fighting was his almost ubiqui-
tous use of profanity. Many years after
the war the 11th New York Cavalry’s
Lieutenant Henry Calvert recalled the
regiment’s introduction to Davidson’s
Fescinine vocabulary. On one par-
ticular morning during the upcoming
Pascagoula Raid, Davidson, with his
staff in tow, rode up abreast of Calvert

and asked, “What regiment is this?”

Rouge, the former today, the latter day | experienced warrior who had seen ac- | When the lieutenant replied, “The 11th
1 e W H 11th New York Willicnmrestoaryy
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ir,” Davidson re
amn me, but

New York,
with a vigorous,
look fine!” Turning to one of his stz
Calvert recollected, “he further compli-
nented, us by remarking
if they don't look fine!" Thus h
1ode of

‘I'm damned

interla

3 5
ful defender of the Union
y a way he hac
On Monday Nov

city

¢ getting ready for

) g expedition. On Friday
General Davidson ordered Ba-
to be encircled by a cordon

in order to prevent anyone

ents of cavalry, one regiment

infantry, two batteries of

artillery, a pioneer ¢
train moved out from Baton Rouge on
the Clinton plank road.*

cle

were divided into two divi s. The
on included the first
nis Mounted Infan-
alry, and 14th New
nd brigade’s, 11th

first or lead divi

New York

and 4th V avalry and the
Battery, Wisconsin Light Artil
under the command

Cavalry’s previous colonel, 39-)
old Brigadier General Joseph Bail

engineering in llinc
Baile

ng the level of the Red River

series of dams., 4
Te C

ved and rather

r-old Brigadier

A Florid-

ved with his

eston, Texas in

idied law and in

exas
When he re-

fused to take the oath of loyalty to the

fynn Davidson (1824-

vho remained
a4 comm

Confederate army at the start of the
war, He was injured when his horse fell
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division was the 1 ve artillery

Mercantile Battery.
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Ilino
the , then halted a half-mile
out and waited for the rest of the troops

to cross. The Comite high

smaller ho
the river.”
men moving up the Clinton road until
a suitable campground was reached at
e The soldiers bivouacked here
brigades. Colonel Fonda assigned
ypers’ security to the 4th V
consin Cavalry’s Company M. A weary
Sergeant John Ba moved out to his
post and watched the troops “coming
in all the time." Bacon was relieved a
s hours later after which he, Com-
pany M's Captain Michael Misner, and
Sergeant Ozro Fobes erected a tent of
s and made a bed of cornhusks.
The w /ery m ate and the
three slept “comfortably,” though not
{ long. “Reveille,” Bacon wrote,
“sounded long before daylight and we
ate our bre ¢ starlight.”
Fonda's troopers were drawn up in
line just before midnight on the 27th.
neral Bailey and his staff rode by and
ted with “tremendous cheer-
adgers. 5
umn moved out “long before daylight”
on the 28th. After halting for a rest at
the men rode on another three
fore finally :
¢ s of the Clinton
on roads, 8§ miles from Clin-
ton. The men found what shelter they
could then turned their attention to
me trouble get-
consin I:rl..mpcr
ng all
gh for morn-

d the
town of Clinton the next morning,
turned east and continued on to the
Amite River. A ride of some 12 miles

on’s column

brought the

the Amite and th rred ruins

William’s bridge PM. Davi
toniers

The troopers pulled their horses off the
main thoroughfare ed briefly.

oots and
he column was

on Novembe ere| too late

to capture many [ they were
warned b
half-way [t -
T'he column continued east and
passed through Greensburg on its way

ignal guns before we got




to the railway station at Tangipahoa.

Bailey’s advance arrived at Tangipahoa

near 9 AM and captured the town altur
The main body

il\ went .ﬂmut the busin
destruction. Almost all of the public
government lnulldlllh» were hurntd
Five miles of tra [ the New (

) t Northern Railroad
and the railroad bridge over the Tan-
hoa River were also destroyed. As

alry’s band stood ir
the public square playing “Yankee Doo-
dle” and “Dixie”, “pillaging commenced

in good earnest,” recalled one 4th W

consin trooper, “[with] Iz rge quantit
of tobacco and \l]!.,.lr c
or distroyed

Davids
Tangipahoa at 11 AM.

k Grove post offi

ul his men rode east out
They n.ul]nd

nt into
r next stop, Franklinton.

ternd
north of the
The first div

sunset 1 captured 25 prl-.um
Bailey's troopers al

ceremony, thoroughly

y convenient
ut a mile
tired John

made 1
1g to build a brid

¢ repairing

river [probab

so that the

has be urnt today so as to

e us to move faster. \‘.} have had

morn-
The

swamps

ana and the

un to suffer as a result.

rtly submerged thor-

day on account of

ome could not be got out” By 2 PM
the column had progressed only two
and a half miles i 1'|hz fact that
had “trot-
nd loped” their horses. idson’
men struggled northeast through the
amps another four miles befo
ing to feed their mounts at 6 PM.
and mounts wended their way
through bayous and swamps another
six and a half toilsome miles before
camping in a pine wood between 2 and
3 AM on December 3rd. '
Davidson was now 18 miles from
ana-Mississippi border. The
|t3t h1~. men rest until 4:30 AM
consin st}ldlcr wrote,
that were hardly £
of the Mississippi State Malitia
e captured today while th
drilling. Where:
about 8 u(k‘n‘ PM. For the last 4 or
5 miles every little way the road:
flooded with water, 12
Davidson's weary Feder:
til late in the morning «

slept un-
ay the
mp

ippi
diver around noon.
were again re-

continued north
pi, and

t evening Company
Sergeant Bacon pulled his diary

ago fr
we left our camp at

{ on Monday, the 5th. The
column reached Columbia at 1 PM and
captured several Cc te soldie
In order s wagon train,
David oW p3 1 all pri

to rl;'l.llJL't.' h
oners
that had been captured in Louisiana.
A portion of the 11th New York C
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alry was also detached and sent north
to Monticello to “ascertain what rebel
force was there.” A squadron of New
Yorkers comprised of Companies C and
F was left behind in Columbia to hold
the city until the main body of troopers
returned. Lieutenant Calvert and his
comrades in Company F were “heartily
glad of the rest this arrangement gave
s; but we had some lively skirmishing
with the enemy, who peppered us from
across the river . . . this completely frus-
trated [our] intention of taking a bath
in the clear, refreshing water, cool and
crisp as air.
The remai
soldiers turned east at Columbia and
rode on all night without stopping. At
8 AM the next morning, December 6th,
the 4th Wisc
out of the and sent to the re:
to guard against an expected attack.
After marching through “the largest
swamp” one soldier had ever seen, the
Badgers were again ordered to the front
“Through some misunderstanc
the order,” : nsin trooper penciled
i alloped about 5
s er fallen trees. It
on our horses and will be the

miles

cause of many giving out sooner than if

it had been otherwise.” Da on's men

r went into camp at 8 PM after a

Edmund Jac
was a Texas loy

ernor of the




mpany M, however, had “no sooner
unsaddled than we had orders to saddle
up for picket [duty As the Badg
rode out on picket, the 11th New Y

Yorkers had
sey following
their return to Columbia at 10 PM on
the 5th of December.
their horses and “taking a short rest,”
the troopers had started out at 2 AM
on Tuesday to overtake the main col-
umn “now twelve hours’ march ahead.”
Though the regiment had become lost
in the woods, the New Yorkers managed
to capture a number of mounted rebels
who had been following them and an-
noying their rear guard.
It was not until 9 o'clock at night
] ery hard and long day’s ride,
recalled the 11th New York Cavalr,
Calvert, that we came
the main column as it w
We turned into a clearing in a
rubbed down

I-RH!P.
the forest and, havir

spitable
uf the wind in Hh pines lulle d

| column continued east
a with the 4th

in ru.llm., in _Mvmu uf

15 miles the hor:
camp at 8 PM.
the 4th Wi
secure the ford on the
PM, the

nsin to

aigue ‘\[dr[l_d on
rode 16 miles

cold,” a thoroughly chilled
con struggled to write in his
is the hardest night’s march we h.nn
We cre ravines on ho
back which was hardly ps
he roads most of the way were
d \\lth water up to our hors

ble for a

The 4™ Wis
Weed never fi
and Davids
tered during the raid. In a dep
for a per se written for fellow
trooper Jason Root 18 after the
war’s end, Weed recalled, . we were

ordered on another [raid] from Batc
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After feeding |

J]

er general) |

Colonel (later brevet brigadi
; 310) had

John Gil
previously s

in the 2nd Mlinois
the 12th Illinois

road lines north of MuhilL Al
ched through the s
ippi for da
a good share of the time were wading
through mud and mire up to our hips
it being so deep that we could not ride
rses and during this march expe-

me of the we sleet storms

at I ever saw .
The I\

troopers went nll[ Ini g

a surprising preponderan

and crops in the immediate a
satiated 4th Wisconsin soldier’s d
entry read, “We have lived in gay s
We have had chickens

he >
The remainder of Davidson’s
rived at about 6 PM.

ion of a Mobile news-

paper that contained “full accounts of
[our] strength and designs . . . [Our]
ches and progress [were] also

sippi]
n now

- .md to Mobile.” David

believed that Confederate troops were
on their way south from Meridian, and
perhaps north from Mobile, to defend
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. In order
to confirm his suspicions and delay, if
possible, any enemy force coming from
Meridian, Davidson sent the 2nd New
York Veteran Cavalry, 1st Loui:
Cavalry, and part of the 11th New York
Cavalry, all under the command of the
d New York’s Lieutenant Colonel Asa
Gurney, over the Leaf and Chi
Rivers “with orders, via Leake
cut the telegraph and destroy what of
the road [they] could, while my main
column crossed below on the P
goula and struck for a lower point of
If met

the [Mobile and Ohio] railroad.”

b.uk long the east bank of the Chicka-
sawha dnd Pasca

led his tr

er, while

on would later npurt
in such torrents as to render the rc
almost impassable. Davis® division was
“unable to make an VgL nd the
the head and
s Lo sweep out an

streams I
rear of hi
ammunition wagon, which could not
After a miserable march of

shly sodden

urney left the 1st Lou
y at the Leaf R ford to
retreat, should one be ne
continued

near the Al.!h.]l'l‘li border.
2nd N
of which

, reached the €
sawha River sometime aft htfall on
the 9th. *

The Federals crossed the river the
next morning, turned north and com-
their march toward State Line.

had been on the
irs when they were
lonel Robert Mc-




Cavalry and

as Battalion of

Following a “severe fight” in
v York cavalrymen,

and fell back. After “much hardship
nd severe fighting,” the lieutenant colo-
nel and his New Yorkers rejoined I)dnd-
’s main column two days’ later. 2
Using information l,il.xlﬂLd from
local inhabitants and reports sent back
from Lieutenant Colonel Gurney fol-

“force of

sisting of

[ Forrest’s com-

mand, and the Fifteenth Confederate
sighth M ssippi, to watch and
ress to the road at dif-
With the Federals still
west of the railroad,
red that if the enemy
's advance, “they

and

ferent crossings.
almost 50 mile
Davidson real
could slow his colum
time to concentrate at
reral

would have
our designe d point of attack
thousa try from Meridian and
Mobile.” Th

War veteran considered hi
and prudently chose not to cr

roula River.

state of the
roads and sw ion of the

and the

m turned his column south

and crossed Black on the now

indispe ble pontoon bridge at 8 P

I'he he oldiers rode on another

postwar photograph o ant John

acon of the 4th Illinois Cavalry

half huur before camp
I pines.” &
commenced at 9:30 AM on a
but pleasant day.”
brought the Ll\llll'l'll] to llu banks of
< at noon
ers were again called upon to brid
The men passed through
n the afternoon,

the stream.
“turpentine country
an image that one imp
rth see

ats went into
tting
r ob-

thou
camp at dus ider i
a 4th Wi
cannot find suffici

nsin sold
nt to half

;, and men and hl.lr.\t_\ su Eu'u_l for
ant of food, and from the hardships
membered one |11'I1 New \

s soldiers, |M\\L\' T,

4th v

officer. Some luck

1| 1y suppe

sh pork, roasted potatoes, coffee

“We have got the same for
fast,” he further crowed. 26

“Boots and saddles” roused the
troopers at 8 AM on Monday the 12th.
An hour later the men were in the
saddle heading south. After marching
five miles, it was found that the column
had taken the wrong road. A livid Gen-
eral Davidson made the air blue with
expletives then ordered the whole army
to countermarch. i
proceeded another 4 or 5 miles when a
] wagon broke through a bridge
killing one man and a mule. With the
span disabled, the remaining soldiers
were forced to ford the 3
ou. Some of the hors

The horse sol

“very deep”

s lost their

aind while

» to gain it, threw their riders

off, thus giving them a rather unwel-

come bath.

The head of Davidson’s column

lly reached the vicinity of West

The jaded troop-

goula Bay

The

Iry’s Lieutenant

d the future accommo
tions with disdain, "[We] camped in
a marsh without shelter of any kind,
|and] suffered int

a air” At ]l] nLh

the distance, “it seemed as if the whole

army was fillec ime impulse
for there
mendious

went up (as
sic) shout

3 son’s men had reasc

proud. They had ridden aln
i in 15 days through “dismal
blackened i

and “

ended off
all with
ound-

Davidson and his men to achieve their
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Gurney.

primary objective, the destruction of
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. While
the raid’s threat to the major s
railroad did draw troops
reinforcement
from Major General Dabney }
', the nur

coming battle at Nashville. 2
T'he expedition to Pa
ht out the

eral horsen
in both the
11th New
Henry (

avalry
t conclude

were LH'l.\t."_'ﬂ\l‘_' men in ever

During the Pasc
tion Cal
la
Fin mean
! ork tro

who was carrying a la
saddle, and asked him
there. * en the luc
plied, “Some thin
back,” the general “in true Davidsonian
Who—told you that

pen that s

fired

you wer
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sir!” An irate Davidson peered into the
satchel and observed several articles of
women’s clothing along with
of little sho 1d little socks.
to the women and children w

) pairs
hL‘ loss
o had
owned these thir s irreparable,
hile| the g rator|

was nothing

[to the perpe
or in all probability he
would have to throw them away some-
where on the road, and there was no
possibility of undoing the dama
had done,” admitted the remorseful
New York officer.

Though instances

z “roused the righteous wrath” «
General David:

dition, the
such actions paled in

which

ing the Pasc:

end a doleful Lieutenant Calvert
alled his unexpected 1
the alleged victims:
ps, that }

!
1 we




