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o4 AUST INF BDE REPORT ON OPERATTONS

PART I

THE CAPTURE OF LABUAN

SEC I INTRODUCTION

OBJECT OF THE OPERATION

i e The capture of LABUAN was pact of 9 Aust Div's {ask of
capturing and consolidating BRUNEI BAY.
LABUAN was to bhe captured:-

(a) for its strategic value in the contrnl of BFRUNEI BAY:
(b) for the possessgion of itus harbour - VICTORIA HARBOUR]
(¢) for the possession of 178 airfield;

(d) for its value as a hase for operations on the mainland.

PASK ALLOTTED TO 24 AUST INF BDE

i 24 Aust Inf Bde was to land on the strip of beach between
— RAMSAY POINT end VICTORIA township. It was to:-

(a) secure a bridgehead;
(b) capture the port and harbour Tacilities;
(¢) capture the airfield;
T : (d) hold a covering position;
(e) destroy all enemy on the island;

(f) prepare for subsequent cperations in the area
MEMPAKUL - WESTON - BEAUFORT - FPAPAR.

%o Tor the initial landing it would comprise a Brigade Group
less one battalion — See Order of Battle Appx A. 1ItTs
third battalion was to be part of Divisional Res=rve.

4 o It was to be responsible for landing 1 Aust Beaca GP and
Div troops - see APPX A

TOPOGRAFPHICAL

9 LABUAN ISLAND is situated off the north-west coast of

BORNEO, 815 miles from SINGAPO L. It lies across the
northern part of the moutn of BRUNEI BAY, which s the
largest anchorage on this part of the coast. Po.ltically,
the iegland wes one of the Straits Settlemernts, with 2
Regident on LABUAN under the zeneral direction ol the
Governor at SINGAPORE.

|
L\ =
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(@) A small bsach on «xirsme SOUTH o HAMILION FOIRY
guitable eonly for VT (4)a.

Development of 1he Island

YICTORIA HARBOUR is tne only deey water port in ihe

RRUNETI BAY ares., It is wall gheliered in sll w:iLlners,

and had 6 pisrs 0¥ Whoives nf #ﬂrwjng siges. Tiae ares L
NORIH of the narbour, formmg, she 'u‘hh-east coruer of

the island, was well sarved witl roads, gpﬁ it was in »
this area that almost all developmént mh’ﬁhe isiand had
taken place. Of the 40 miles of road On the island,
abuu* ualf Hd? coral and ﬂalf urth.auriaﬂedu "here

aate ol 4=

Climaie

The ¢?imate is hot and humid, with cool nighis. The :
apnual rainfall is aboat 130 inches, most of which falls |
at night.
Tactical features | | e
ewing the sirategically vital featurss as being the
Following tactical aspeet of the topography cmerges:-—

i
-

1

~fﬁJ;%§t_' f the ?Tffaa is suech that praetlcally all
of it is within artillery rangs of any &ﬂ# pﬁint
on it,

(v} the main ﬂxll npa*uras run alﬁng the WEST cﬂast,

tip 35 & the 1alﬂnﬂ, alﬂng ﬁhﬂ BASYT Fﬂﬂﬂt, |
and terminates at the line Tg TARAS - 5
820840. The sirstrip is built wpor che -

sowbhern portion of She feau ,mf |
posegession of the a “fcg‘"
for control of the a¢rffggg,ﬁgﬂ EEQWH'BE&GH
which is separatea from i% by 1500 yards of -

flat grﬁunﬂ 3
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[hls esiouate puooved alightly too high in numbers,
and =naccurate in the units involved. Information
: gained alter the landinge showed that the real
| Yigures were approximately:-
! 371 Indep Inf BEn less one coy,) 350
111 Airfield En 50
Miscallaneocus 150
} .
| Gaptured documents etc now indicate that the enemy
| had decidel to witkdraw all his troopz from LABUAN
} if the Eattle went againal then,
' (n) Some activity or tracks was noticed in air photo-
| araphs. Fileld wo~ks and coest defencess did not
. sppear Lo Je ni.g- nasa. There were scattered fox-
F nolcs or EAMITILTON POINT, snd a small pit and trench

|
5 Q00 yards loag, I'C1MTH of the town. At the north-
Tae arn pcint of the island there was a defengive

system or weapons pits; bunkera, and trenches, but

defences senerally appearsd G0 be designed rather

| for the oroteetion of the airfields than fer beach

deience. Experience on PARARAN suggested the

presence of more extensive field works than eould |
be detected in air photographs: this proved to be |
| S0 o

; 1 Ali

1 =

'he snemy air s.action was expected %o be, and Was,
negligible.

PRETIITNARY CONFERENCE

e

o/ = o :
16, A. preliminary confersnces of Prigade Commanders and

3%akls which were called by General Officer Commanding
J Aust Div, it was indicated that:-

(2) some portisn of the two brigeades which comprised
the Divisimmal Gp would necesgsarily be required
for Divigicnal reserve.

b) that in view of the available ehipping, a reduct-

ilon of personnel end vehicles cf units of the
force wonl” be reguired.

4. |

; ¥: 'zade Comrrnders completed sters in their apprec-
£S5 and planiing, General Officer Commanding 9 Aust

wlv crerclged control and gave his directions.
5

W e L : .
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PRELIMINARY DECISIONS
1Ly A It was realized that the nature of -the c¢ocast lins z2nd sea
approaches reduced the choice of a landing beach to
BROWN BEACH. The Navy was unwiliing -0 conaider ar
inivial landing on HAMILTON PENINSULA, unless it was in
the nature of a main effort, which was out of the guestion.
Thus an extensive neutralization programme by naval fire
and air btombardment wei decided upon, in order to cver—
come pogsible interference from HAMILTON EENINSULA.
18. The nature of the line of advance from BROWN BEACH inland
was such that:-
(a) two forward battalions could co er the front:
(b) the necessity for flank prosection was barely exist-
ent:
(¢) the main use of a brigade floabing reserve v uld thus
® be reduced to reinforecing the Ffrontal drives
(d) such reinforcement was better effected by increased f
fire power; |
(¢) 1T the third battalion of the brigade was held in
Divisional reserve, it would be likely %o serve the
Divisional plan better, and the Biigade plan no
worse, than f it was held as a Brigade floating
reserve.
LY. The Brigade Commander then suggested that 2/%2 Auat Inf
Bn be Jaken as part of Divisionsl Reserve and that a
maximum of fire power be provided in the Torm of a full
gquadron of tanks and sundry other wespons, from which a
R brigade reserve could be formed.
PORCES AVAILABLE
20. T1o0Ps |
(a) The forces available to the Brigsde Commander for the
operation were:-
Two infantry battalions (the thir3d wes "‘n DIV reserve),
A commandc squadron,
An armourad squadron (Mstilds "anks),
A field rcgiment less ore trozp,
A 1ight anti-airerait troop,
A fiesld company,
A machinz gun company,
witn the necasssry service troops.
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(b) A detachment of 727 Amphibian Tractor Bn (US) was
alzsc under command, and a& number of Corps, Division-
, al, Base; RAAF, and U8 units were placed under com-
[ mand for 1anding only, as was a.30 i1 Aust Beach Gp
legs a smell defachment with 25 Aust Inf Bde.
t The full order of battle .3 shown in Appx A attached.

21.  Shipping
Ships available tc the Brigade for the transport of the

force were as follows:~

2 L3I (EMAS WESTRALIA znd MANOORA)

10 LST
, i LSU | _
In addition, the following. small craft were avallable for
() landing: -
58 ELCR P
26 LOM

, APPRECTATTONS BY BRIGADE COMMANDER AND STAFR

22. In all, there were thres appreciatiorns made, after the
1hitial conference and the issuve of the Livisional Com-
mender's outline plan:~ |
(a) appreciation of the situwation at LABUAN by the

- Brigade Commander; '
(b) appreciation of '‘he situation at LARUAN from enemy
point of view by the Brigede Major (Learnex);

— (¢} appreciation of the alloiment of shipring and :fder
T battle by Brigade Major and Military Landing
Officer.

POINTS TAVEN PROM BRIGADE COMMANDE

'8 APPREC ATION

23 (a) By landing on BROWN BEACH the nattle wounld hacome
| one for the possession of the main objectives, fronm
the commencement of the @ssault landing.

(b) Thus the maximum impetus must be intrcduced o
exploitaticn beyond the beach; and, must be main-
tained until the airfield was ceptured.

¢) HAMILTON PENINSULA must be captured as soon =8
possible, either by land route or by & amphibious
attack acrogs VICTOBRTA BARBUUH. The neutralization

-y ; ¥ Telsr . 41y ' - e oq y -
programme could not continue incefinitely; andg, the

) fx’
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enemy may csuse disruption if allowed to develrs P
strength in that quarter.

(d) The uncertainty oi the nature of the ground beyond
the beach head, from the point of view of uding
tanks, reguired a ceoatinuou: I
infantry without waiting for tanks to Oversake them,

re3sure forwaid by

() The Possinility of the ecanal whieu siretched from
825835 to the NORTH WESIT being a major obstacle,
covered by fire from enemy positi
ground NORTH of it warrant=d:-

e in the viaing

(i) careful study of this ares .1g areas to the
EAST of it, by all metnods.

(1i) adequate coverage of this area by -ombardment
programnacs,

(1ii) provision foxr the development of a RIGHT en-
s - flankmng'my"“”aﬂﬂr4§£-ﬂﬂcaaaary

(Note:= This aréa subsequently proved - be the

enemy's first line. It is probable thei the bomb-

bardment reduced the strength of it; but, the enemy

2

offered stiff resistance 4o our forward troops,

nevertheless. )

(£) The need for NOT baving bots batsalions (1117 con-

mitted, early in tre ﬂpergtiqndlﬁuggssteu Lhat the
plan.ahuulﬁ be ﬂﬂ; i :

I | ¥ eﬁﬂ JI the alrfleiu -
SE, fnrther moves saould be by one
battallun at a time with the cther holding a firm

® bage.

(8) As the battle for the main objectives wonld o mmencs
early, art1llﬁzy, tanks end 4.2 in mortara would be '

nesded early. They must therefors be landed in the
early waves, - .

(i} The nature of the 33arly phases of the a tiack, zs
snvisaged, would permit of +n= application of raval
fire in a progzregsion uf timed concentrations,; be-

nind which the advanve would follow.

(1) The neutralization o+ HAMTLON PENINSULA would be
an lideal task for atroraft.

(J) ¥rom the administiration poin* of view, the suzply of
Water must be studied, in case of delay in cagturing
the reservoir or in case ot ~18 belng destroyed.

24511
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24 . The appreciation of the actual landing as far as it
concerned type of craft, time of landiag, underwater
Obstacles and beach obstacles in the form of mines re-
ceived separate consideration. Briefly, it was antici-
pated that the coral shelf extending frow the beach would
present a wide water guap, up to three feet in depth.

Thus a strong bid was made for the use of LVT's.

Note:- After the issue of the outline Plan, a native of
LABUAN was interrogated. The iafornaticn thet
was deduced as result of this interview raised the
pogsibility of extensive minefields, both on the
water's edge and inland. Plans had +o be nade,
a8 a consequsnce, for the reconnaissar~s &nd clear-
ing of minefields, before LVT's coudd o2 directed
over the heach. Thus, troops disembarke’ at the
waterling and LVT's were routed to temporary rally
areas until the imgediatﬂ hinterland was declared
safe. In the event, there ware no minss erccuntered
near the beach.

QUTLINE PLAN

29 - The Outline plan appears as APPX B atftached.
The final plan was but =n amplification of it.

SEC, 2 PLANNING

26 . Planning HQ

= (a) During the latter part of March 1345, the brigsde
s Planning team left AUSTRALIA for MOROTAT.
The Brigade Commander, Brigade Major and oignal
Officer travvelled by air while the Intelligence
Officer, 3taff Captain (Learner), Military Landing
Officer, clerks and intelligence personnel travelled
by sea.

(b) 411 planning teams of 9 Aust Div were initially

| situated at Corps HQ;until she arrival of the {irst
troops of the division. when all HQ were moved %o
the divisional concentration area.

(¢) The brigadc HQ was divided into two distinc: parts:-
(i) Planning HQ -

- —_ — e —
— T g e— — o =
— —————
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(ii) Administrative HQ.

Phe former consisted of the Commandar and principal
staff efficers whilst the latter was mad= up of the
ataff learners, junior liaison officers atc,

This distributicn proved quite eatisfactory sand
allowed the planning staff a maximum amound of time
for detailed planning without interrupiion.

.

?T; Order of Battle and Distribuiion of Force o Ships

(a) During the planuing stages thare were IwC major
changes which had far reaching efrects.

(i) In the initizl stages, Orders cof Batile =nd
- allotments of shipping were lssued To cover
the taectical employment cf the whole division.

(i1) Tate in planning, owing to the fact thet The
whole division could WO be conoentrated in
gufficient time for the cperatioan, it becams
necessary tu revige ihe divisional p'lar.

(1ii) Subsequently, when the target date for tae
operation wae postponed to allow for the con~-
centration of the divisicn, another change in
plan was necessary.

| (n) On raeeipt of the initial Order of Battle and 2llot-
| ment of shipping, all unite and sub-ual.s were in-
| gtructed toc complete "bid sheets" con whichk the brig-
| ade staff were to base the allotment of force %o
ships. '
-/ | (z) Phe changes menticred in sub para (a) above hai the
| following effecti- -

| ' (i) It was NOT pussible to obtain a firm Order of
Battle on which to base the digtribution of
| force to ships.

| (ii) Owing %0 the need for alteration to the %aci-
[ ical plan, allotment of shipping had to be con-
| tinuously altered.
(iii) Units were forced tc coasisveatiy alter vhelr
"bid sheats’.

| (iv) It was NOT pessiblie to issue a firm distribut-
| ion of force to ships o uwaits until very late
in the planringz stages.
This was unavoidable.

|

| VST
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28.

20.

91,

325

33ﬂ

34,
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Co-ordinating Conferences

(a) A series Of co-ordinating conferences was arrangad
at Brigade HQ to cover all stages of planring,

(b) During the series, the brigade tssk wss ceslt with
on a model of LABUAN ISLAND, in complete detail
including battalion tasks and those tasks to he
performed by the navy, air force and suz ~rtiaz

arms.

(c) All commanders of units and subunits rehearsed the
plan on a model, in the presence of each other.
Separate rehearsals were held at brigade, battalion
and company lines. ‘

SBT 3 EMBARKATION

The embarkation was cerried out on a éivisionzl basis with
Militery Landing Officcrs attached to brigadss respoasible
for the embarkation.

In addition, the brigade was respensinle for the loading
of all force stores to be carried in the ships on which
the brigade was to travel.

Embarkation of troops and vehic.za was carried out very
smoothly and few problems arose. |

Toading of stores presented some aifficultyr. A conversicn
rate of 1.6 cub tons to 1 deadweight ton was uzed in work-
ing out the deadweight tonnage for =szch ship. When this
tonnage was allocated, ‘ir many instances, unit stores,
canteen stores and ordnance 5tﬂres'wurked out at approx-
imately 3 to 4 cubic tone- per Ceadweight ton, woich meant
the shuiting out of essential stores from cedtain ships.
These had to be fitted intc other ships.

Plans and specifications of all ships were held 2 2 Aust
Mil TLdg Gp and the diagramatic lecading of these cra?s was
carried out in the normal way by templates on i1hz a-
model.

-
- |:\"
e

When the ships arrived 1o be losded, 1t was found, n
almost every case, thal local modifications had been made
by the ships company, and these modifications reducea load-
ing capacity considerably, in one cage ap te 5000 cub Pt.
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55 This obviously crested a considerable problem at the
last moment, and it is felt that, in future operationg,
some survey should be made of tne ships allotted, well
in advance of laéding: aind, any mcdifications sdvised to
the Mil Ldg Gp concerned.

SEC 4 VOYAGE

%6 . Owing to the limited suount of chippins svailable it was
hecessary o load LOT sith azpproximately 450 troops in
cases of assault battalions; and, LOI with approximately
180 - 190.

37 Fer a voyage of 7 days, where LT zare heavily loane? with
veaieles, it is considered that sais number is gXcassive.
1T it is necessary to load 80 meny personnel on that type

» of ship, a reduction in efficisncy must be accepted.

SEC 5 SUMMARY OF THE OPFRATION

18 As was originglly appreciated during planning. the snemy
- did NOT oppose the landing but withdrew towards the vital
grcund in the érea FLAUSTAPF 8263.
39. 16 Jun
(2) On 10 JUN, little opposition was eircountersd on the
RIGHT during the advance EAST of ABLE route and the
alrfield was gquickly secured althouzh the =snea- was

N 5111l being encountered in the zraa o the WEST' of
ABLE routs. -

(b) On the LEFT, all attempts to penetrate whe FLACSTARE
area and that area batween A3LE and BAXER routes were
met with determined opposition.,

Aiter stubborn Tigating FLAGSTAFPF was captured and
the canal at 823837, which proved an obstacle to tanks,
wag crossed.

o
<3
L —

It had been the original iatention to emyloy the
whole of ths Cav Sqn, which was in Prigzde reserve,
To attack and captire the HAMILTON PENINSULA srea as
8o0n as the situation permitied.

During the morning, natives reported that therse were
20 enemy on the FPENINSULA; and, in view ©f the 3low
Progress on the LEW™ of the Erigade front, one JT00p
only was ordered to capture the ares.

S
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40. 11 Jun

(a) On 11 JUR, 2/4% Aust Inf Bn on the RIGHT eucour tered
stronz opposition to tae WESY of ASLE routs tarough-
out the day-

The area to the EAST of ABLE route up to the divie-
" ional covering position was pairolled end cleared.

(b) On the LEFT 2/28 Ausat I[nf Bn conti wmed to sncounter
heavy resisltance from a seri:zs of r.dges to tile BAST
of BAKER routse and only slow prog:ress was mnade.

"A" Company, the right forward conpany was ~us of
communication at & vital period, whicn prec vleg

the Brigade Commander from «i ploying Two co Duriles

of 2/43 pust Inf Ba, which were being he.d .n reserve,
to assist 2/28 Aust Inf Bn.

() Squadrﬁﬂ HQ and an additional troop &2/11 MAisu (30
i Sqn moved to HAMILTON ZPENINSULA and coniiaued 1ae
clearing of that area.

(d) It became apparent during the day that the main enemy
position was in the area beltween JABLE and BAEI]
routes in the area scuares £.05 and 810 This area
subsequently proved to Le a well dug and tunnelled
pogition, mined and booby trappsd.

The RIGHT forward hattalion was acecordingly ordered
to attack the enemy position in sgquare 8186 from ths
BAST while the LEFD? forward battalion wa orcercd o
deal with the enemy in aguare B11%5 from tue ~QUTH
and by an outflanking attack from the RICGA .

e
-

: 2 :Il'.ﬂ

(g) On 12 JUN 2/43 Aust inf Bn afitecked ithe enemy poitior
in the area 8186 from the EAS? svorported hy tenks of
; B Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt. Tho atlack was succezsful
gnd the battslion was immediately ordered to continue
the advance to the WEST znd, with the trcop of 2/11
', Aust Cdo Sgn under command, to patrol to the NORTH.

(p) 2/28 Aust Inf Bu attacked tle enemy in area 8185 and.
with a rigat outflanking move succeeded in clearing
the enemy from their well defended positious.

(c) One troop of 2/11 iust 0o Se¢n, moving fHhroush swanp,
made contact with 2/43 sust Inf T'zs at che junction of
CHARLIE and JIG rouces.

. . ———
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42.' subse aent opesrations were conductved #1th & view U0
compr ssing the remainder of the enemy into bis rear
. position to the WEST of BAKER 1ouie in sguare 80835,
.while the remaindsr of the island wes Tho:oUgRLY Da-

troll :d and scatteirsd groups of the emy aii.nl.aned.

43, The c¢nemy in squars 5085 waag merely ntained for coms
days luring which time all availsble -ire power includ-
ing r wval gunfire, field artillery, mortars and sireral’;
was d rected into the area.

44 Subse uently, an attack, supported by flame throw.ng tanks

and g n tanks, was launched by 2/28 Aust Inf Ba and ths
area (leared of enemy.

SEC 6 DETAILED REPORT OF ACTION

N~ 7 Day — 10 JUN 45

45 Brigade Iﬂﬁentiﬂn'fnr_ﬁhgmgggj

As in Brigade Outlins Plan - Apyx B zttached.

46 . General

" {a) The landing proceeded without inecident, except that
an enemy aircraft dropped cne bomb between two ships,
in the early morning.

The interval of time between serialg in *he latter

part of the timed landing prograume was extended, in

order to meet circumstances on the beach; but, it

can be said that the landing of the assavlt waves was
U gxecuted perfectly.  Waves on cz2ll were hanclasd with

eage; and, the brigade reserve landed g3 calld for.

(b) It was evident that some of the trocps were combat-
ting the effects of their relatively long spproach
flect in their !'izhting.

47. RIGHT -~ 2/43 Aust Inf BA

The battalicn landed at 09151 end guickly secured ‘he Tir st
and second brigade bounds. Only scattered oppogsition was
sncountered; and at LL1OI,the attack -n ACPARKS was com-
menced,* By 18007, the airstrip was ;r;;rtds althonuzh ths
enemy was still in weii dug positiors to the WEST of ARLE
route. offering considerable recistaace.

dwing o the seaapy nature Of Lhe grourd, tanks tecams
bogzed on the southern end of the airstrip, ard tha but-
salion fougot 198 sy Yorward without tank 8UPPOYT

B e U ——— T R R a —— ”
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48 . LEFT - 2/28 Aust Inf En

(a)

. carry out an cppesed Crossing Supvo ted from Tlie nesar

(d)

2/28 Aust Inf Bn landed at 09151, m "he LEFT of the

brigade froant, and immediataly push24 I orward towards

the FLACSTAFP featur:; and, st the cam” time, fani
one company into the VICIORTA JJARBL ° 29%D &

By L0301 the town was reprried cizar an ne . vanece
was continued. |
Oppositicn wag encountered on ths R HY from the
FLAGSTAFP area and on the LEFY from he high ground
overlooking the canal at 823837. Tr s canal proved
a complete obstacle to tanks, and infaniry had %0

bank., By a series of outflanking movements on The
right, GOVERNMENT HOUSE and the FLAGSTAKFF area were
captured after sharp fighting.

The left forward company suceseded ir g lriag a foot~

hold cn the NORTH side of the canal and, although
suffering casualties galned control of the area. |

The efforts of the LEFP forward company are wo thy
n? menticn. Their atiesk led then acrcrs the canal
where the ground was open to fire¢. The canal Was
waist deep for wading. The crossing was not in the
form of an assaul:. Forward platuvons moved & se8C-
tion across at a time and mede uge of *heir cwn and

the fire power of the fanks to cover the move. Thers

was ample Bénpﬂffﬁ?ﬂﬁiﬂﬂrWﬁaﬁfiﬂﬁ aad junior l=2aders
performed well. Must of the opposition was from
riflemen firing from well sited and concealed joslit=
ions that were difficult tc locate. This fire was
heavy and well controlled.

The enemy continued to resisi stroagly from = serien
of ridges to the NORIH and during the night several
st tempte were made 19 infiltrate into cur posi.ions
without succesa.

49 . Brigade Reserve

Ths brigade intention was 1o hold 2/11 Aust Cde Squ in

reserve until such time s the situation was clarified

and

attack and capbure HAMILTON PENINSULA. During the norning,

i? the opportunity presented itself, for the Sqn 1o

natives reported that there were no eaemy on HAMILTUR
FENINSULA; and, in view of the slow progress on the LEFT

of the brigade front, ons trodOp only of the gqn wes order ed

tn carry out the task.

L
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Lending from TVL(4)s, as pleaned, the Troop reported

the capture of ARDIk without opp sitior at 1E8101

7 PLUS 1 DAY - 11 JUN

50. Brigsde Intention for the day

To coptinue ths advarce o =he divisional CcOVerins

&
position and, if necesgary, employ proporiion 0f 2/ 45
AU

Aust Inf Bn to clear the eneny in frout cf z/78 3t
Inf Bn.
51 . RIGHT - 2/43% Aust Inf Bn

(a) At first light, petrols were =zent to clear the whcie
area to the BAST of ABLE route up ic and including
the divisionagl coveringz position. A1l attempts Lo
penetrate L. She WEST were met with stubborn resigt-
ance. Despite this, the battalion captured the re-
gervoir at 822850 intiot.

(b) The battalion carried cunt scne exce. lent patrols Ior
protection of its LEFPT Rlank, On scoveral cccaslons,
enemy parties probed fiowards the WEST side of the
airfield; but, on each secasilon they were driven
back.

A

(¢) Witk the aid of a bridss lay - ng tan'., Gwo croops of
canks wers moved up ABLE rounie nd use WEE ITOURO
for them in clearing one parsyv of enemy wt.ich pone-
trated to a position asgtride EB&E rountes beyond the

NORTH end of the airiﬁaiﬂ.

(d) By evening, the“&re& as far NORTH as the covering
position and WEST tTo ABLE route was cleared of enemy.

\_/ 52, LEFT - 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

i ———

(a) TParly on the morning of 12 Jun, 2/2%- pust Inf Br
regumed PHASE III of the attacik.

(b) Twn eampaniea'ware used forward: £ Company on the
RIGHT, moving cross country, to the WEST of ABLE
route; R Company on the LWFT; To move VPHIT down a
gpur to BAKER rouwte; ani tTheace aloig tiae _attert
C Company, moviiag in zs2r ol B Company on BAKER
route; and D Company, btu nold 'a firm base in the
initial stage of the asdvance, then t0 move as
battalion reserve.

(c) Owing to the demolition of %ae bridge at 822837,
tenks could not be mged. |

(d) 2/12 Aust Pd Regt was to support the adve nce; and,

28 a result of reliable information, an arr strike

was planned or an enemy 4eience arsa at 9 45866,

N e — N — e T _m

I — P
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,nnurs, aEﬂRﬁE route

e

The advance was very difficult. 'The ccuntry was a
seriea of ridges running from the zirfield, across
the line of advance to the margrove swamps on 5ae
WEST of EAHERfruu:e. BAKE® route, itselfl; waa a
defile. ‘fhe ridges ended with steep bluffs on the
RBAST of the road and the vegebation wasa thick apon
them. PRefweer thz ridges- (beras wars prEcipituas
gulliEE in most ingtances.

The air atriks was reported to be verv accure™: and
was subsequently found to hsve siruck amonz enamy in
a well tunnelled area. |

TAY Company oo the RIGHT apreared $0 Be moding JTair
progress towards the bombline.

.

was oaptured and contact made
with 2/43 Auat Inf Bn. |

Then the day @ tc cne of t f-q-ﬁmﬂ ungersainty
First, "A" Com “u':a;ﬁgﬁﬁmffﬁ;f “! T communications.
Reports indicsted that 6k ey Were fhﬁiﬁg enemy n dug
and wired poaitimuﬁ;ﬁhut, their wharﬂﬂbﬂuts berame
unknown. Then ¥B" (ompany wzs ambushed and held by

enemy oI sucecessive ridges.

"RY Company anan.amcnnntarﬁi.qgﬁﬂaiﬁlﬂn, but, by 1200

The Commanding Officser decidsd to hold the axis
BAKER route with *0f 1 '9_:_-:'--:.-73-:‘-1?-52'_'"7--3’5 Sompaiyy

-
wpecy [ R ol I N ;
'-"-'-"I- HiEEaNg - 13107 Fil= &My hh =97 Ty "
N0 U Ql'CWla e eNenly LYy ES4aLILIgE gg=saion o the
s LN L] : : :
S

upper portions of the : "” e Y ﬂFE wag = danger of
o - i Cnmpaﬂ;y becoming mixed iu an spncounter with “An
Comparny in the thick timber; but this had to be ac-
cepted. Qne cf thesa flank noves had proved success-—

;ﬁ-‘. "h disled ' an'| g the enemy; t-a the aemn& took "B

LAY - § R TR E T, VOO~ W 1o, | 4

~company further to the ®BASY, and aightfalil fourd them

g

a5 near to H@E&%vlﬁﬁi“ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?éfﬁT=Wffi-ﬁwu red to move
into and b&“&?ﬂ bugi 1% F f" Aust Inf Bn locality,

§

ar the aizht, and be r 4 to eontinue on the
morning 2f 12 JUR, ”ha W efternocon’s operatiocns
nad been slow gnd Little ﬁ&bgraaa hed been made.,
BAXER route was & series of demolitions - both 15
‘the Torm of craters and Eﬁaﬁrn red pridges. The
mystery of "A" Company’s silence af a eritical time,

H:r

when more force of firepower and infentry was nesded,

was worryine. Had their position besa known, two
cqmyaniea of 2/43 Aast Inf 3o vhich were gvzilsble

RCDIG1024511



- {4 =

‘as brigade reserve coudd have been used to athack
from the RAST to assist 2/28 Aust Inf Bn.

(1) When "A* Company did repoxt, its position was 819854.
It had been in contact in the area to the TODN WEST
of its position and had been Tor-ed to withdraw to |
better ground for the night 1% reported the eneny
in well fortified positions whioh demanded an org-
anized attack,

(m) The enemy kept up a series of infiltratiocn atsacks

all night; but was beaten ck 2ach time.

53. 2/11 Aust gdo Sgn

As portion of 2/43 surt Inf Bn was now available as brig-
'_ade~reﬁer?e, 1t was not considered necessary to hoid 2/11
Aast Cdo Sqn any longer. Conseguently Sqn Headgua-:ers

and one troup were moved to HAMILTON PENIUSULA tc continue
\_/ the clearing of that area; and, ocne troop was plsced
under command 2/43 Aust Inf Bu tc assist in mopsin: uyp
BAST ¢f the airfield.

2 PLUS 2 DAY = 12 JUN 45

54. Brigade Intention fcr the day

To attack Uhe enemy in squares £185 and 8186 and to con-
tinue the advance te “he WEST. 2/43 Aust inf Bn was to
attack ths northern area from tﬁe @ﬁéﬁm flank ani 2/28
Augt Inf Bn to attack the soutk rea with aa ouiflank-
ing movement from the right.

55. General

(&) A% the close of the previcus day - 11 40N, 2 cor
amount of information had been collated from 2poris
following contacts, from ceptured documentsz and from
navive reporte. It was apparsnt that the are: now

being attscked was the ﬁﬂﬁﬂwﬂﬂ:maln.defenﬂe nusition

and tnat tliere was a rear positlun in square 3085,

The enemy plans, as appearirg 1 captured doonments,

included dogged resistance jh.hiﬁ main position,

suiclde attacks, "Special gefence” - which was

taken to be the elecirigcal £4 ring of hombz and other

gxplcsive devices - and "3f this was not snccessful™

a last stand in his rear gosition. It was also
theught that there was a likeliasccd of the enemy
withdrawing toc TIMBALAT or +~ BEDIHUNE HZAD

e o . e
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(e)

(d)

_]_9..

Plans were therefore made to employ bota Lattallons
to attack the enemy meirn pesition and to Llocalize
him so that the remainder of the island covld be
cleared.,

Before undertaking a co-ordinated attack, more int-
ormation was needed of the exact layout of the enemy's
defence. Consequently, the boundary betwesen 2/28

Aust Inf Bn and 2/43 iust Inf Bn was altered to :-

line junction AFLE route and track 317857 to
houses 814855 all inclusi-e 2/26 Aust Inf Bn;
‘thence BAKER route - JIG route -~ CEARLIE
route all inclusive 2/43 Aust Inf Bn.

Both battalions were to commence patrolling their
areas vigorously, with & view Lo mour “ing an attack
supported by artillery «nd tanks. Belore any attack
was launched, plans waere to be submitted for co-ord-
ination by Brigade Headguarters. There sppeared to
be two main localities, each separate:-

(i) an area at 813862 which was tunnelled and de-
fended by bomb bhonby traps, and corntained
stores buildingsn.

(ii) positions similar to the above astride the
track 517857 to 314855,

Orders for the above were issued at 112115 and
ratrolling commenced bzlore first light cr. 12 JUN.

56. RIG

T - 2/45 Aust Inf Bn

E I

(b)

(e)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

The patrols which left early in the morning soon
verified the existence of strong defences in the
area 813860; and, found that commanding ground at
the village 809867 was not held and was epproach-

able by tanks and vehiczles.

At 0923 hours the enemy was reported to reve with-
drawn from 814862 whers he had been active on +the
previous day. 2/43 Aust Inf Bn was warned that it
was likely that they would be required tc move
direct to the junction J1G and BAKER rouies, sub-
Ject to more information.

Suggested air strikes had to be cancellsé in order
that progress would not be impeded.

RCDIGTO24511
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[P . (d) Atw 1933 hours a patrol tc 812863 had not met Oppos- :
. ition but hwad fouand a strons defedce position which :

wae dessryveda, Patrols to the junotion of BASY and
ABLE had resonncitred from this junction to ske RORTH |
and WEST without making coniact | _ , ‘
| () By *this time; it was q]éﬁr jhat; with che exception
of ‘a locality at 813860, the Lline of advance ic JIG |

E

5 route was uleﬁr; ‘

(e) 2/43 aust Inf Bn wae ordercd ic secure “he areas
803867 - Junatiqg E*ﬁ and.nﬁKER Lﬂﬂ contacs 2511, |
31 lon CHARL: It was

() The advance around the NORTI proceeded ugainai light
: _ eppualtlnn.and 2/11 Aust Cd4n Sgn was vontacted at

pasitiﬁn Exfhe E;'a;?*“fﬂfiiﬁf, Ewa track in 1hat | |
vicinity. There were nume sus auhsidlafy tracks

teading into strong posts; heavy trucks wers used
as road blouvks and wires g.retched from the frucks

'EG aerial ur_!:n-r Sp ,-f?'f 11 ag from treé to tres. Mach-

ie Lrncke were the |

e .'1 II:!" ) " I N |
, ¢y 88 Ul ground |
1 racks and wa: gen-
s ik - o -
. | e = N |
r-—q:- '- I -? |

. "C" Company was assisted by englneers and one troop - |

® of tanks in capturing this pogition. The enemy guns
) were knocksd out, one by on2, the engineers dealt

with "the booby traps and Li:: in the moubhs cf

unnels and the tauks nosed the e &
E ’ i~ - '"-_ SaLMR D LN T A :‘F‘-t_!,_j" : 401 ) ) LU ™ Sy fo

clear. F" ol #EHHEE
- - =3 "1 ; '-:_'v.;_'-'_.':'-'.'-“_- R B ! A ALY (sOMNMG = 7 T oaiaY 4)
' 35 T > oE 3 th e comp=ay snd : ufxm_;ﬂe graerg

T = . % e LA Pos -
which resulted i this dir=ct zction . |
- u : | : . .

I

(3) The infantry completed the mopping up o the =rsa
and consolidated the position. |

. | iy ~ the area BGEBBI wher'%iﬁnf:aauntered enemy anc attaakh
i €1 ithem. The patrol killeu 2 ercmy and drove c¢thers

' CIf a small knoll, but came under heavy machire
| and moriar fire Trom the Hu&Tﬂianﬁéuﬁﬁﬂﬂrgwﬁ : il

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG102451 1



'

- O =

(b) Opposition was encountered at 813854 and in scattered
’ areas to the EAST of the latter.

(¢) The battalion was ordered %o deal with This erea
with the support of one Groop of tanks whick had been
brought down GEORCGE route As "B" {ompany was 1n
position as from the previous day's operaticns, 1%
was given the task. "A" Jompany was 10 cleesr the
scattered opposition mensioned above. ATtexr MA™
and "B" Companies had con:leted thelir tasks, Two
companies were to cover JAKER route aid com)ress
the enemy into the area %o the WEST of it, while
two other companies were to be available, ir Iur-
therance of the Brigade vlan to clear the remainder
of the island.

(d) At 1550 hours "D" Company 2/28 Aust Inf Ba noved to
- relieve "D" Company 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and so free the
(- latter.

(e) Progress throughout the day was tedious.: "U' Company
exerted frontzl pressure wvhile "B" Company rushed the
enemy off its objective. ™"A" Company arent & day of
difficult mopping up.

(f) Again, the day's progress had been slow as & result
of terrain and Jdogged resistance o0of enemy wl o were
ad#antageﬂualy.placed; but, results were corclusive.
An amount of vehicles, Equipment gand arms wes captwred.

58. 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn
(a) The sqn was ordered to comvleie mopping up I AMILTON

J PENINSULA and to advance :nd ceize the junction

CHARLIE and JIG routes, with a view to contezcting
2/43 pust Inf Bn,

(b) It was planned that the Sgqn would ther move, less one
troop, and patrol NORTH o BETHUNE HEAD. Tre remain-
ing troop was 1 be under command 2/4% Aust Inf Bn
during the advance of the latter to TIMBALAT and would
be uvaed for flank proteciion on the KTAM SAN axis.

(¢) The forward trocp reached the junction oFf JTG and
CHARLIE at 1648 hours, on a rising tice. Tt was dis-
covered that HAMILTON PO NT was wirtually an island
at high tide; and, as th= tide rose, Sgn Hegiquarters
and one Ttroop were unable to ecrosgs the gvamps in
square 79€5 and had to retiam o dry grouna. They

were ordered fo prepare 0P movement goross VICTORIA

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG 1024511
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HARBOUR and thenece by motor transport to the area
BASY route.

(d) The Sqn had been faced with several problems in the
handling of a large number OF refrgee nativess, lnclud-
ing over 40 wounlded.

59 Casualties
Casualiies to date were:- =
OWN e ENEMY L.
1* e Probabd .y
Killed Wounded  Killed Xilled ~ FW
2/28 Aust Inf 17 %6 66 11 -
Bn
2/4% Aust Inf  _ 5 45 19 3
Bn
2/11 Aust Cdo 1 - - - -
Sqh | | | _ N
\_/ S S ) |
18 42 2 i | 30 1
Z2 PLUS 3 DAY - 13 JUN
oC. Brigade Intention for the day

To compress the enemy into the srea WEST of BAXER route

in square 8085 and to coatinue mopping up the rema nder

of the island.

61. 2/11 sust Cdo Sgn . )
| dqn HQ and one troop moved from BAMILTON FPENINSULL vis
vIOTORTA HARLOUR and joined its other troop. 1t took
sver the role of protection on the RIGHT, ani mtrolled
AL

forward o the NORTH reaching the area: from the coast
at ARU 8229 to junction of BAEER =2nd NAN roufes.

62. 2/28 dust Inf Bn

(a) During thé night th=are pad been s0me worement of
caemy back iatlo &rcad whicn had Jeen cleared cn the
previous day.

(b) It was essential to clesr BAXER route thorouglly; as
the I of ¢ to 2/43%3 Au.t Inf Brep depended upon it. The
direot route through the village 804867 was uct pos-
sible of ceonverasion into a ysiic.e Srack Oowlng TO
swamp and padi fields. Thas Hhe projected move of
2/283 Aust Inf Bn less two obmnpanies was delayed.

(¢)  Patrol clashes cecurred all day ané & number cf enemy
, was killed.
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2/43 Aust Inf Bn

Rapid progress was mace to the WEST: and, by 1400 1wours

the emergency strip ot TIMBALAI was captured. Petrolling

0 the NORTH and SOUTH of CHARIIE route resulted i1 odd
stragglers being accounted for during the day.

Z PLUS 4 DAY - 14 JUN

64 .
65,
-
6E.
3
N

Brigade Intention for the day

To advance and cspture LUBCK TENIANG uéina 2/28 Aust Inf
Bn less one compsny and 2/11 Aust Gdc'Eqr le 15 one ‘troop;
to exploit NORTH from TIMBALAT with patrcls “i1om 2743
Aust Inf Bn; and, to contain the vocket WEST of BAIER
route with one company of 2/28 Lfust Inf Bn, during the
progress Of this phase of the uperation.

General

(2) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn provided a screen behind wh. ch 2/28

Aust Inf Bn concentrated at juncition BASY and BAEKER
routes.

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn, now relessed from tche confiies of

the ridges and valleys WEST of the airfield, sxecuted
a lightning advance along 4BLE and BAKER routes. By

evening it had captured the terminus of ARIE *oute

and the coast beycad. It had also secured the saddle

in sguare 7993.

(¢) Patrols from 2/28 Aust InT Bn, 2/43 Aust Inf in andg
2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn weare covering the whole of -he
NORTH half of the island.

(d) Patrols also worked SOUTH from the junction CIARLIE
and JIG routes and from TIMBALAI ai~ gtrip.

Jubsequent patrrls

() For several days the waole islani wae patrolled by
land end by coastwise amphibious patrols.

(b) Preparation for further opsrations was 5hen w.cer-
taken whic. included:-

(i) the concentrating of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn near the
eilemy PUCKLET area, =3 it was now known, in
Preparation for its r2dugbion;

(ii) +the coneentration of °/43 tust Inf Bn ard 2/11
Aust Cdo Sqn for prenarstion for the next even

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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THE BATTLE FOR THE POCKET

67 . There were two phases in this operationi-

(a) the application of intense naval, artiilery and air
bombardment for softening uv» purposes, ¢aring which
nA" Company 2/28 Aust Inf In staged an encounter
attack to gair control of tle main approach to the
eneny's vital gronnd.

(b) the actual assault on the POCXET.

68. Tcpographical

(a) The POCKET was situated in square 8085 sad was approx-
imately 1200 yards long and (00 yards wide.

(b) The area consisted 6f a number of ridges and spurs
covered with beavy timber cio deise under rowia,
almost entirely surrounded bv swanp with The except-
ion of a small neck at the rorthern end and a track

k2 running into the position irom the FAST.

(e) At the south western corner 0f the POCKET was a sus-
pected barge hideout in the tidal swamp which was
linked to VICTORIA EARBOUR by a small river.

N
O

Vital Ground

There were three main tactical festures in tre gres as
shown in Appendix C.

(a) BASTMAN spur which overlocked the northern approaches,
and dominated LYON ridges

(b) LUSHINGTON ridge which controlied the easatern approach;

(c) NORMAN ridge which cverlooked both of the cthe:r two
features. '

T70. Approaches
There were only two possible approachss to the area:

(a) PFrom the NORTH a well defined track raun into %he
position along LYON ridge. With_sdme difficulsy it
was possible to move tanks cn this track but ii was
hﬁanily mined.

(b) PFrom the EAST a %rack ran through swaup on to SUSH-
INGTON ridge and 2iong a rozor back ineo the main
position.

—— - e
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PHAZE 1
T Gaining control of main approsch

(a) On 15 JUN 2/11 Aust Cod S3r had paitrolled down the
northern approaches %o ih: area and had run _nto

enemy Tire from the northsrn end ol LYON ridge sus-
teining cgsualties:  They reported that the Srack was
suitable for tanks providzd a large boab craer wae
filled in

oy
Y
o

1t was apprecilated thal, 11 tanks could be success-
fnlly used, a determiaed attack Trom the NORIH on
16 JUN would at least gaia control of this anproach
and probably get into the enemy main positiown

On the morning of 16 Jun 2/28 Aust Inf Bn moved "A"

oy

Le
& S

Company dzwn the northern track with & bulldazer and
a troop of tanks in suppcrb. |

One platoon moved Tﬂiﬂﬁmﬂiﬁédfﬁﬂﬁeréd the bu. . ldozer
whilst the bomb crater was filled in. This vias com-
pleted by 0925 I and preparation were made to contin-
ue the advance. |

(d) Wirst countact was made asiride the & rack at 09551 and
! | attempts were made to move iund on the left flank.
| this wae successfully carried vat and the whole of
| LYON ridge captured against heavy oppesition which
caused casualiies 0 sur ﬁﬁ troops.
(a) fThe posit on was dominated oy she western sltpes of
PASTMAN ridge and the enemy had the approaches cov-
ered by medium machine guns and 1igﬁt machine zuns.
kJ; | With ths assistance O0f tanks however, & covering party
moved out and capitvored the area and coveiel *lie con-
solidation of LYON ridge ny "D Company who seliesved

A" Company at that B%;/_

™ a
T2, "Softening up* | :

e ~ 1

(a) After gaining control of Ghe.northern a vroaches, it
was considered thal the edsmy could be contained by
bwo companies and that agy Lurtlle: immediate attempia
to penetrates the main posifion would ounly result il:i
INNnegeEsaYy casual tiess .

| It was thereiore decided B0 ccatain the enemy and
apply the mazimmm zmount f fi:¢ vower avail:lle
antil 1t was puﬂaibl§ £0 ﬂaﬁturﬂ-thﬁ graa with g min-
imum of casualties,

e e & — — - S - — | e e i = .'%l...‘_....__ — e e . —_— .-.
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(b) From 17-20 JUN the enemy was .7en no rest el ther by
day or by night. During daylizht hours he was harrassed
by naval zunfire from HM.3 “SHROUPSHIRE", by aircraft of -
13 USAAR, by =2rtillery, mo-tars and medium me chine
| | | guna. 3F pignt, artillery arrassing sanocts were
| conduc ted
| (¢) During this period. nightly attempts wars mace to
infiltrate intoc cur positions with Aemeldtioy
charges woually in the fomu of 30 kz aerial tombe,
all of which were repulsed with casualtics tc the
enemy - '

(d) "pv Company carried out consinucrms znd [atencive
patrolling in the EBASTHAN 3PUR srea 8 oughort the
period and by 20 JUN the easeon end uf the qrur was
clear.

® In.aﬁaltian,‘ﬂ5“~[ﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁaf;ﬁxf@{f'=;'§ﬂnﬂ appreach had

| carried out some very good patrolling &1d had zained
valuable Informaticn es to enemy dispositions and the

sulitability of the approa~! tor tanks. |

PHASEH 2

13- s83uwlt on the POCKED

i SRR Tt e g r"l‘-J

(al On 20 JUN it was appreeiated that the area hel beaen

s o T R i T

= ;uﬂn-{tﬁmnf¢~-fwwfif¢ up end ‘nstructions wer: isaned
"~ %o 2/28 Aust Inf En for the capture of the ")ITED.

| One *“roop oI Tlame throwirg tanlis was r=qJEP*=d and

U the tanks were mrde availsble.

— _*— — .

(b) During the pizht 20/21 JUN approzimately 60-139
enemy I&aﬁ:e ‘Bhﬁj,@ _.,._":""'!:._E.:_":i,,.‘!_ ne gﬁampa and got ocut
Eﬁf ﬁa. - ~=- n-ﬁf“-u-, t 8plit ints i Pﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ ﬂne of
infiltrate ﬂ“‘”Tif?ﬁﬁ”f"Hw'T - the other
.aftemp+eu to raaﬁh the fxrat party dia,
in. fact, rsach the :?ﬁ;f%”ﬂﬂ?;if?a very severely haop-
dled by the troops in that area some 50 being killed,
Tue second party waa algy iu erca2pied bef re 1he zip-
fisld waz reached anﬁ dispe |

-.T-

‘2ed leaving 10 desl .

4 ﬁimm_ﬁm_mm_ﬂﬂ_. R v 0 el el
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT102451 1




=

(e) The plan for the capture of the area was as follows:-

(1) *C" Compaiy with ors platoon of "B" Conpanyv
under command. and oda:z vroop of M. TILDA Ttanks
in gupport was to attack WEST alcng LU ING-
TON SPUR and gain control of the sovuth:2n
‘end ol NORMAN ridgc. Exploitation was o
be carried out to the barge h'degut in the
SOUTH.,

(i1) "A" Company with one tro<) of MAIILDA ;anks
and one troop of FRL 5 iy support was o
attack aiong the anis 0of the track froa the
EASTERY end of EASTMAN SPUR, and capture
NORMAN RIDGE.

This attenk was to be launched 30 minu.zs
after that of "C" Company.

\/ (d) Artillery preparation was arranged and brou:zht
down prior to each attack.
The enemy offered little resistance and appeared
completely dazed as a result of the "gcftan.ng
up” processs Any offensive spirit which he lad
left was quickly lost when the FROGS commnenca=d
projecting streams of flame at medium machine
gun positions. ;
During the day 60 Japs wers killed ani a cousider-
able quantity of equipmeat of =211 types was cap-
tured. Over 100 znemy d2ad were counted on LYON
RIDGE - EASTMAN SPUR area alons, during the period
16-21 JUN. Many bodies were found which wer e s0

badly dismembered as to maks an exact count
difficult.

SATTLE CASUALTIES

T4. (a) Enemy casualties %0 21 Jin incli-
589 counted dead, 30 probsbly kill=d, 11 IW.

(b) Own casualties to 21 Jun incl:-
24 killed, 97 wounded,

_— — —— e - —_——— o | —
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REPORT ON OPERATIONS

PART II
THE BATTLE TOR BEAUFOR1L

INTRODUGTION

725 As a Torecast of the plan for sursequent =.ploitetion
following the landirg at LABUAN, the GOC € Avust Div
laid down the following policy at NOROT.I, during the
delivery of his outline plian or Q0BOE SIX operationsi-

(a) The actual shape of operations follow ag %he
landing on LABUAN would be devendant upc rroce
and appreciation after the succsss of ti.- le tter.

(b) As a prelude to the capture of BEAUFORT, prelime-
inary landings may be undervaken at WESTOW,
MENPAXUL o» both,

(c) Should 2/32 Aust Inf Bn NO? be reguired for a
Nt role as Div res, it may ne landed under Div con-
trol in a Bn Gp operation.

(d) It was to be borne in mind that the PADAS ard
KLIAS rivers were natural meanz of communication
which may subsequently be of wie as alternative
L's of ¢ between BEAUFPQRT and WESTON. They may also
prove of value as tactical approaches.

76, This policy provided a basis for anorasciation which
wag commenced before the force left MOROTAI. Tt was
possible to free all but one bn, during the fina
stages of the LABUAN operation, so that troops were
rested in preparation for operations on th= main, and.

fe )
SITUATION AT WESTON
17 On 17 JUN 45 2/32 Aust Inf Bn was landed at WESTON

under Div arrangements. A separate report, cove: ing
thie operation, has been preparsd. After landing,
the bn was limited in its operation beyond the boach
head to such patrolling as was hecessary to obtan
information of all natures.and Tor the defence of
the port area. |

- - L - - N w - -

- B ]

i .
.\.'- pelinte, . — = — R —_—— e ——— —
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78. As result of the patrolling programme, the following
deductionsa were arrived at:-

(a) The eneny was apparently iateant upon del-7ing any
attenmpt of ours to advancz glong the ryj; at, was
not offensive beyond meintairing contaci snd set-

ting ambushes.

(b) The ry presented an axis which was; in fact, a
gseries of defiles, bounded by sharply rising hills
to the BEAST and extensaive swamps t0 the WESY.

19. In addition to the above, the Tollowling factcrs com-
bined %o present unattractive prespects for en advance
NORTH along the raiiway:-

(a) The swampy surroundings to the village snd fthe
nature ¢f the water front called for extensive
\ engineer works in the preparation of barge ofi=
loading points, hard standings feor stores and
bivouac areas near to e water froni.

(b) There were no rcads or irzcks of any nature.
The railway was the only possible L of C icw
maintaining our advance: and; its conversion to
a road appeared to be very slow task. The only
rolling stock captured at WESTON was cne box van
and two small falt topped trucks. There were
no prime movers for trection on the railway; but,
the production of railvay wheels for fitting to
jeeps wag in hand.

Nt 80. Desplte the above, the wisdom of gelizling WESLON was
beyond doubt. It proviied the following advanti=2gess~

(a) The enemy was denied tlhe use of the port a3 an
exit from the railway system, from whiclh T2 lauanch
comter action in BRUNEI BAY.

(b) Possession of it provided us with ccontrol > the
mouith of the PADAS river as well as a baszs for
operations on either the river or the railway.

(¢) The threat to the enemy along the ry axis proved
distinctly valuable in subseguent oreratiouis, as
it disquised the latter.
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LANDING AT MEMPAKUL

81. The landing at MEMFPAKUL wasg dsoided upon on 18 (UN 45
and =xecuted on the morning of 19 'UN 45. It wes =&
perfect pattern of a small snore %o shore opersatior;
and, apart from the preparation of landing crafi
tables and a landing diagram, ..l orders aand instruct-
ions were issuned verbally. %:e careful training of
comds and staff in amphibious :xercises and the exper-
ience of planning and mounting the landing on L/BUAN
enabled this operation te proceed with smooth eific~
iency. ‘ |

82. The landing was to kave been staged at a later cate
when sufficient craft were to be made available /'2llow-
ing the completion of operations SOUTH of BNUNE: BAY.
However, the co-operasion of Japt ARISON CTU 75. 20

o USN made 1% possible %o mouns an auphibious patiol
which discovered that the easuy were merely ocecipying
the beach with OP's and were occupying positiocns, fur-
ther inland, with approx one z2oy. This patrol vas car-
ried out by members of the craw of HMAS LACHLAN who
undertook the buoying of approachea Lo the Leach.

83, Following the infm provided by the patrol, the Fde was
ordered to despatcr a special force to seize a lLisach
head.

4. As The number of available LM's was limi-=d bo five,

the assault tpe were 0 be l.nited to two coys end
the LCM's were to land them and to commence a ferey
- service for ferrying the remainder of the force. FHow-
ever, the sivuation was bettered when two LOI's were *
added by Comd C7TU 76.20 USN.

85. The task allotted to the Bde wauas-
(a) to seiﬁe and hold a bea:lh head at MEMPARUT,.

(b) to advance anad copture HLIAS FPENINSULA usir g
2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn and such portions of 2/4° Aust
Inf Bn as were necegsary, with a view t9 subse-
quent owvs at BEAUFORT.

(¢) %o capture KUALA PENYU “nlet Yor possible use as
g small c¢raft nasbour.

——
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B6. The assault force which gailed on the morning of 19
Jun 45 was made up as followg:i-

(a)

o

L
L -
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ASSAULT WAVES

(i)

(11)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

Inf
2/4% Aust Inf Bn less (wo coys and saindry

dets. |
wan Goy 2/2 Aust MG Ba less one ol

Cav
2/11 Aust Cdc Sgr

Arty
FOQ's party 2/12 Aust Fd Regt

OCne SPCP

Engrs
Tac HO and one P! /16 Aust F( Coy

Sigs

Det 2/11 Cav (Cd« ) Regt Sig Tp
Det 24 Aust Inf kde Sig Sec
Det 2/43% sust Civher 3Sec

Det 9 Aust Div Sigs

AASC

Det 2/14 fust Tpt PL
et 2/28 Aust Sup lap PL
Det 2/156 Aust &' _oy

Migg

Det RAN Jddo 1 Ausv Bewsh Gp
L0 Bde HOQ '
Cne ALF

FERRY SERVICE

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

(v)

B S R il R

One tp 2/12 Aust P Regt
Remazind v 2/43 Aust Ind Bn
Det 2/3 Aust Fd imb

Det B Aust FS Sec

Det BBCAU

Tae HO 24 AMust Inf Tde scoompanied the asszsult

waved.
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9%. Information received from the potrol along the sei coasat
resnlted in SABANG beinz used. latei. Zor the re-supply

of the force which completed the cagture of KLIAS pel-
insula; and, to some extent, c¢¢terminei the pattersa of
the latter operation.

Q4. The patrol to SINGKORAF found loat the village wa3 not
as shown on the mapj but, was & tually part ol KOIA
KLIAS. Natives informed the patrol that the enemy who
ocoupied KOTA KLIAS nurbered 10/15. Thereuvpon, tae
patrol proceeded to KOTA KLIAF, attacked ard captared
the village, killing 10 enemy. EReports fTuraighed by
this patrol shaped the operavions along the KLIAC
river in the capture of BEAUFURT.

{_  PATROLS - WESTON Area

Qs 2/32 pust Tnf 8n reverted to cond Zi Aust Iaf Bde fol-
lowing the landing at MEMPAKUJ,. The bn was visited by
Bde Comd and given the following rolesi-

(a) demonstrations for the purpose of deceiving the
enemy into the helief thas our main thrust was 1o
be along the raililway.

(b) waterborne patrols were io be sent alonz the
PADAS river as Sar NORTH as KARANG 2591 witl
tasks which were identical to those ir para G1 (a)
above.

96. 2/32 Aust Inf Bn had already patrolled the lower ieacines
of the PADAS; and the patrol which was operating cn 19
JUN 45 extended its sphere of oncrasion. Agaln, 1e=-
sults were positive enough to sromewe & deciaion “o
use PADAS river as an axig of adv snd a L of T Tc
BEAUFORT.

OPERATIONS OF 2/11 AUST DO SQN

97. In its task of advancing to Tg NOSONG, 2/17 Aust Cde
dqn meved along the general axis of the te.ephone line
to KARUKAR 11C3. The ferrain o ¢x which 17 movec was
a mixture of mangrove awamp, broken hut relatively
open country and rcugh tinbered ccuntry. Its speed of
mov was relatively so Tast that maintensnce by any
ather means than' by barge, to succrslive beach hesds,
was not possible., To maintain LT communications with
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the Sqn was also out of the yeestion, although en
attempt was made to lay line during the advance 1O
MELIKAI. It was obvioua that a choice had 10 De made
between slowingz the rate of aiv and egtablishing stag-
ing pcints with sig relay stations or depending upon
the est of beach heads ain ads.nce of the leadlng troops
and upon wireless communicatinns.

98. The decision which was pu% into effect was bassc on
the latter alternative. Patrcols, up o oue 0oy in
strength, from 2/43 Auet Inf Bn were used to move by
either the KLIAS river or the sea. These patrols landed
and established temporary re supply beach heads 10
which the Sgn advanced and drew Sups for the ne:
stage. The following beach asads wei=2 the resa,is of
this policy:-

4

- (a) THE SPUR 981883 est on 20 JUN 45. This wa= used
to resupply 2/11 Aust Cd> Sgn and such elenents of
2/4% Aust Inf Bn as had advanced to this line.

(b) MUNGA 035945 est on 21 JUN 45. This point sup-
olied 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn for their advance 1o
KARUKAN :

(¢) SABANG 0005 est 22/23 JUN 45. 2/11 .ust Céo Sqn
took over the beach headl and operated 1% wrtil
the forward troops reachzd the objective arca.

(@) TEMPURCNG 1511 est on 24 JUN 45 for thies maionten-

ance of F tp 2/11 Aust (Gdo Sgn which advaanced 10
~ that polnt.

(e) KUALA PBNYU eveniually became the maintenance
beachhead for the force during its capture sné
mopping up of the remainder oI the KLIAS
PENINSULA.

99. It had been discovered that 2 Cog of 371 Ind Ini Bn
| was in the MEMPAKUL - KLIAS ZRNINSULA area. This ensmy

force was disorganised by the cutflanking tactics
adopted at the commencement = the opj and, 2/31 Aust
cdo Sgn were cnly cconlronted with unco-orciiatad op-
positien throughout their advanc:. Nalives often
brought information of the whereabouts of partices of
enemy, whereupon the Sgn detacled Troenrs with tz=sks

of destroying them. The latter was always carried oud
declisively.
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100, Total casualties during the advrince were:-
(a) Own 3 WIA

\b) Enemy 37 Killed 3 P9
101. The progreas of the operatio 123 sghown on agrx D

LO2, Comwand

24 Aust Inf Bde directed operstions from LARUAN uitil
22 JUN 45 when Bde HQ moved to VMEMFAKUL, Carpt J . J.
ROSE was given the task of co-urdinating 1 med N

tenance of iie foree until rss: BRd HQ mov .. ©C
BEAUFORT on 29 Jun whed 2/11 Au?ﬁ .40 Sgn reesed from
comad .

-

MOV _OF 2/43 AUSD INF BN TO XANDU ARTA

103, As soon as % became apperent that the enemy on [IIAS
PENINSULA were digintegrated,; - 18 reporits favoured
an early offensive againet BEAUFORT, 2/43 4ust Iuf Bn
were ordered fto reuain in areze from which they could
be moved by barge, at short xoiize. 2/11 iust Zlo 3qn
paszed from comd 2/43 Aust Inf Bi So-allow foll as~
tention to be paid to an advancz BAST from FOTA IILTAS
by the latter unit.

104 . It was considered importaant to discover the sultability
of -the line of advance from KOTA KLIAS 5o KANDU
guickly, fcr the following reagons:-

(a) There was no certainty taat the enemy may nos
concentrate a force to byl 1 tha axis of ths
telephone line leading into BBAUPORT or to iake
pogition covering the PAD'S river approach.

L | LT was heccasary o know wicthir the XLTAS rives
-culd be used as a L of LT vne enem” T00k counter
Offengive éctlnn tec 3ever the PADAS river T, of C;
although. the zim was to vse The PADAS rive:r for
the entire forces.

105. 2/43 Aust Inf Bn, aided by sous excallent .oxwa rs cf
593 EB & SR US Army provided asgwers to the sbove
questions by moving river paten’s beyond ths bowd of
expectation to a bridge head at 257935. B

106, As result favourable reports 4 ~iver and laad petrols,
2/43 Aust Inf Bn was ordered o move forward in strengthn.
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e By 22 JUN the battalion less two coys and aundiy
detachments was holding the locality 267995 while
they patrolled forward and dealt with parties of
enemy moving from the WEST. sSimultaneously, a third
00y was moving forward ind arrang-ments were ir hand
to move guns up; but, the rapidity of the EASTVARD
patrols' moves kept maintenance and movemendt plans
altering quickly with the caanging situation.

108. On 23 JUN, 2/43 Aust Inf Bn moved forward to KT IDANG
2996 and had patrols well on the way to the PATL
river. The main events of the past two days were the
routing of several small parties of enemy and *ha
wild enthusiasm of the nativ: vopulation.

109. On 24 JUN the forward elements of the battalior had
reached the village at 318923 and, from this time
U ' onward, the L of C became ths PADAS river. The re-
mainder of 2/43 Aust Inf Bn moved up, excent those
elements of the original baitalion group - incl guns
= which were still in transit from MEMPAXUL. The
latter moved via the PADAS river.

110. Patrols from 2/32 Aust Inf Ba contacted 2/43 Avst Inf
Bn on the afternoon of 24 JUN.

15 I The movement of this bn was remarkable for its speed
and justifiable audacity. Comns with Bde 70 were
maintained by wireless and personal liaison by the
Bde Comd who used a launch.

112, The launch played a distinct part in the speed of
- obtaining infm and acting upon i% gquickly. It was
fitted with wireless sets and was large enough to

carry the Comd and a small ataff.

CONCENTRATION FOR ATTACK ON BEAUFQRT

113, On 22 JUN 45 2/32 Aust Inf In commenced moving two
coys up the PADAS river in orcer %o conform with the
Bde patrol programmc,

LLE s As result of a telephone disevssion betwesn GOC 9
Aust Div and Comd 24 Aust In® Bde, followed by signal
communications, the following plan was undertekens:-
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(a) 2/20 Aust Inf Bn legs two coys was to relieve
ast Inf Bn of the cefence of JESTON- 2/28

Bn was to take uver the role of &/)52

Auet Inf Bn with speciirl emphasis to ve »lzsced
on deceiving the eneémy an to our intentlor.

(b) 24 Auat Inf Bde Gp was o culcentrans agoride
.the PADAS river in preparation for h sireck
onn BRAUFORT ¢ =

(i) 2/32 Anst Int Ba wes o assemble 1r
gquare 2991 and 9%¢ repdui.sible o DPC=
tention of approz:hes S0UP: o1 FPAlas
viver and Tfrom .ZA0JAS VALLEY ESTATS
3387 » t' would 2. .80 undertake patioliling
for information in BEAUFORY area SCUTH
of PADAS river .inttl.

| ;,‘ (i)  2/43 Aust Inf Bn was to assemble ir
gquares 3292 and ‘il97 and be resporsibile
for protection of all approaches To the
area NORTH of PADAS river. It wualcé also
patrol for infummation in the 2LAJIORT
area NORTH of Pi0AS river -axcl.

S
b
aa
des

T

two coys of 2/283 Aust Inf Bn with small HQ
under comé Maj D 2 JACKSON woulé mcve from
LABUAN to take over protesti-» of exie

wilen the force e umenced its 'inal approach.

| (iv) _S“ﬁ-ﬂrﬂﬂﬂ Wwere csaosen in area occufied by
L 2/43 pust Inf B

(v) arrangemenia wers made Tor the forward
move of up %o tw. troops of lanks. Com-
mencement of movs to be subject to terrain
reports. |

(vi) maintenance arei 50 be in billabong area
2791, incl MDS.

(vii) Bde HQ, as it arr ved. would occcupy area
289918. Meanwhile, Tac HQ would set up its
sig centre at thin point and w ald move
forward by launch with one 22 ¥/T cet as
necessary 0 coliiirol operations (Actually
Bde HQ did not ¥inally coancentrate until
the capture of 117 UFORT, due to shertaze
ol craft; but, wWoguate control war exer-
aiged with what portion did arrives).

————

_—
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L 1S Great credit must go to the @ Staff of 9 Aust Div
for the elasticity with whicl. they adapted theuselves
to the situation and the prerptness with which our
requisitions for sups and novement of force were
answered. Again, the value ol pergonal liaison, by
the DAQMG Msaj E C WILLIAMS 128 a iactor in apeseding
up the operation.

116 An outstanding feature of *thias phase anc tiae next
was the superb guality of :he palrolling of both
forward battalions. Patro.z: operated with sudacity
and efficiency. Thes fact ;oalt they made conisct
WEST of BEAUFORT did not sat.siy vhem %hey destroyed
small parties of enesmy and penetraied deeply Lvbo
the area. While receiving sisistance from nsatives,
they did not reply upon native iaformaiion but veri-
fied it or not by obtaining firai hand nipzmstion. q

Q;- From the anamy's.?igwpaini;'Eha.axplﬂdiug of <umps :
| here and there the disappearance of his personns and
the failing of line comns in the few places where
they existed only suggested %o him, 1t haa “en re-
vealed, that there was a raiding party of 500
Australiang cperating from XOTA KLIAS while sinother
300 were trying to advance Irom WESTON.

il
-'—'-ll.'-m..'_r.__' TR

y 19 g 8 A native informer who had ssgociations with tae con-
tractor for meat supply to the JAPANESE Zn LEAUFORT
gave valuable information. He supplisd iufornration
which yielded the intelligerce that Lhe cneny meat
ration atreﬁgth W&Eiﬁgst Tnis was based on an aver-

(L age supply of 125 katis of meat rer day and the state-
ment that 5 JAPANESE drew & ration of cune ¥ati.

118, A diagram showing the movemenl of unite dar.reg this
phase appears as Appx E.

THE APPROACH

119. Between 24 JUN and 26 JUN, wnits completed thelr
concentration and adjusted their disposns 8o @8 to be
within quick striking range of BEAUPOR!. Tais was
particularly necessary in the case ef 2/32 Aust Inf
Bn which reported that th: dry ground in thelir con-
centration arca 7as limited %c a narro levsee aiong
the river and that the apps—rent approach fron PADAS
VALLEY ESTATE was one througsh bheod swamb.

-
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By 26 JUN 45; the disposns were shown in Appx F.

2/32 Avst Inf Bn were made responsible for cutting
the railway between BEAUFORT and PATAS ViLLEY ESTATE.
They were to stop any move Zrcm WESTON; but, were

to allow traine moving SQUTE fxom 3EAUFORT %0 pro-
ceed. The object of the latter wes to save stozk
from possible demolition. Acrordingly, & coy wia_
positioned at 338877. It patiolled SOUTE tu FADAS
VALLEY.

2/43 Aust Inf Bn placed an cutpost in position, where
1t commanded the approach along the railway from the
NORTH.

On 26 JUN the enemy was contected at PADAS VALL Y
and two were killed. '

PLAN_FOR THE ATTACK

A 124 a

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

It was appreciated that:-

(a) the strength of the enemy in BEAUFQR? area was
in the region of 600 tc 630;

(b) the fact that there wers NO outpests znd that
some of the forward enemy posns were held _ightly
indicated thav the enemy was not expeciing an
atvack from ftke direction of KANDU;

(¢) +the fact that numerous enemy parties were /ound
outside the town area iadicated that paxt o the
" garrison, at least, was sczattered on varions
missions;

(d) the enemy defended loce litic= were as shown
on Appx Gj

(e) the defences were sited t3 cover the PADAS river
and the two railway lines where they run, 1cughly
parallel, from EAST to ¥&i?, with the main poen
on the high ground at ths BAST end of the town;

(f) the earlier the attack :cnld be 1 uvnched. the
greater would be the opocrtunity © otehirge the
enenmy unprepared and unio-—-ordinated:

(g) the capture of the two spurs at 375845 and
374887 would be best efiected by outflanking
moves;
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(h)

(1)

(J)
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the capture of spur 374887 would be the eacier
and would influence the battle for the northern
part of the town favourabliy:

artillery would be more : fective and gain more
surprise if placed in support of forward trcops
on call; !

in order to maintain a reserve to deal with a
possible back flow of eneny from WESTON, a:s well
as to influence the battle, the geizure of the
SOUTH bank of the PADAS river should precedg the
attack on the NORTH.

125, In consequence, the plan was as follows;-

(a)

TR

(b)

(c)

126. The

2/32 Aust Inf Bn was to attack with two ccmpanies

and selze spur 374887 and railway fterminus 3687
by outflanking moves. At the same iine, (ne
company was to guard the approach aloag tre
railway from the SOUTH and one company wa: t0
hold the railway bend 3490. 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
would support the attacc with 12 zuns on call
(two more were being orfloaded from a barge,

at the time);

following the success of the above, 2/43 fust
Inf Bn would attack using two companies ¢

seize spur 375895 and high ground 370304 ty out-

flanking attacks from he: NORTH while cie oom-
pany exerted frontal pressure. 2/12 ius: Fd

Regt wo1ld support the attacs with 14 gzuns., on
call.

2/28 Aust Inf Bn would take over proteci  cr of
the axis on the NORTH o: the PADAS river, with
one company,; and protecsion of the NMsin .

Dressing Station and gwn areas with the sccond
COmpany .

routes taken by companies of each battalion is

shown on Appx H.

EXECUTION OF ATTACE ~ SOUTH OF PADAS

127_ L

Company 2/32 Aust Inf Bn captured the railwsy

terminus after slight contact but encountersd CEpPos-
ition immediately EAST of i:. The Company sufiered

one killed and two wounded =and +wo enemy de
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counted. One enemy Light Maciine Gun was captured.
The enemy withdrew.

128. No enemy were reported from .. . UAS VALLEY arse

129, "D Company 2/32 Aust Inf Bn noved throusa squeres
2688 and 3788 to point 3748137 without contact: but,
it appeared that approximat:iy 60 enemy vhc weye 1in
position at 365901 and othex positlons a.00g e
SOUTH banl of the PADAS river were cut off bui escaped
through the thick tinber.

EXSCUTION OF ATTACK - NORTH OF PADAS

130, 2/4% Aust Inf Bn moved D" Toapans forwar-d at 1irst
light to secure an importan: psogition aatride road
junctions 361907 and 360904, The chijsct
of this was to easure tae sgs2izure of this posiiion,

W before the breaking of suryrise dy the =ttack of
2/32 Aust Inf Bn. Also it formed part of a frontal
feint. Patrols operated fron this area.

155 P At 1400 hours the attack ccamsnced when two conpanies
- "B" gnd "D" - pushed alecnz the WOODFORD ESTALT xoad
which commences at 360905. 7Tae f%rack ju.c Lon 373918
was seized without opposition.

152, “B" Company then commenced to move to the i=anue
BARNEY 380912 and "D" Compzay advanced to capiure
OCTOPUS feature 370¢ 2., After success by "7 Uompany,
"A" Company moved to capturs an iuportant apur at
368901. "C" Company was Battailon reserve.

~—r 133. “g* Company 2/28 Aust Iaf Ba dccupizd the general ares
361908, to enable the whole of 2/43 Aust Inf 3n to ]
move forward with security. | ;
134. The advance of "B" Comapny wo:s handicapped by he . |
dense timber and rough terraia. This Compaiay actuall; }

performed a notable physical feat in making The pro-
gress that it did. They reported their nosition as
approximately 380908 at 1770 aours, and «e.e w:ged 1o
push as far SOUTH as possible before dark.
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255 "D" Company encountered oppositivn at 370903. I%
periormed with its usual vigour and gained control of
the -spur 372901 by 1815 hours. As the opposition had
been unco~ordinated, it wes dezirable to msinta' n the
impetus, despite approacuing dairinzss and light rain.
The Company was, therefore, dicected to seize the
high ground at 372896. As this meant moviug of’
cﬂmmanding ground, “C" Companv of 2/32 just Inf Bn
was moved across the river, suhsequently, to ho d the

ground already won.

156 "D" Compuny captured its &bja{tire at last ligh.
Concurrently with this move, "A" Company ca. Lurod
features astride the road jun:ticn at 36730%. ‘“he
advance of "A" Company was cpposed; bub, as in +the
case of "D" Company, the opposition was unco-ordinated.
Shortly before last lizght, "L' Compan; had captured
ground covering the open portion of the “ iy frem the
WEST at 365902. Although mopping up contilied well
lntc the night, the town was raported as secw.ec

ENEMY COUNTER ATTACK

227 However, during the night 27/23 TUN fthe enemy apjoeaisg
at close quarters to both "A* and "D" Companies and
developed a counter-attack, ths plans of which have

- 8ince been captured. On the 2/43% Aust Inf Bn's front,

‘ the counter-attack was preaséﬂ vigorously; but, on
2/32 Aust Inf Bn front the aﬁamy appeared to =.,ndon
the project. See Appx J.

s 23508 . "D* Company of 2/43 Aust Inf L2 became isolated and
casualties were suffered by both "A" and "D" Coinanies.
91x attempts were made by the =nemy to overcoms "D
Company. Capt GLOVER, the Coupany Commander wai wounded
but continued to command his Company until next day,
after the situation was clear:cl.

139. "B" Company 2/43 Aust Inf Bn wsre out of commun:cation
all night and their whercabouts was not kroym.

140. Shortly after first light 28 JUN, the enemy reacwed
hig attacks and our forward companies cam= undsr heavy
machiné gun fire which taused casualties., Our ‘ro6ps
replied with mortar and mediwn machine gui fire nuéd
silenced the opposition. ATSillery was not nass
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144.

145.

- 146.

147.
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becauge of the possibility ol "B" Company 2/4% rust
Inf Bn coming down from BARNEY and closing with the
eneny. Efforts to clear a way to "D" Compeny were
successful at 1100 hours dbut the town area was gtill
under enemy machine gun fire.

At 1030 hours "B" Company cane on the 2ir and »cported
its position as 377899, in poassegsion of the centre

cf a system of tracks. "B" Jompany wexre -_mprececed
with urgent necessity of attacting SOUTH and were

ordered to secure the track aystem with one platoon

and to effect a junction with "D" Company with tre
remainder of the Company.

Meanwhile, feverish efforts were being made by 7/16
Aust Pd Coy to land one troop of tanks of 2/9 Auvst
Armd Regt and bring them forward. The enemy, it
trangpired, was aware of this.,

"B* Company fought its way forwaré but coudu not
reach "“D" Cowmpany, as & smal: gorge separuted "le two
companies. Pte STARCEVICH distinguished himseli Dby
wiping out four enemy machine gun positions sing. e
handed, in the advance of "B' (ompany.

The position on 18 Platoon "D" Company was par icul-
arly serious as they were now reduced to ha.f strength.

In A Company area close fighiing was in progress. Pte
KELLY of this company was responsible for killing 6
enemy in hand to hand fighting. altheough he was shot
in the leg and slashed with & sword, across one should-
er. He finished an encounter by firing his Owen Sub
Machine Gun one handed and put other enemy to flight.

The Commanding Officexr 2/43 iust Inf Bn thken decided

to withdraw his forward trooys siightly ard concsntrate
artillery fire on the snemy. “This was dopns t 1300
hours. The tanks were now ashors at 364%05: but,
several nbstacl&aﬁh&ﬂ still to be ciusscu.

The enemy was thrashed with srtillery and ROP a3
during the night 28/29 JUN; &n, counmenced 1o with-
draw. "B" Company situated on the track centre :ad

a busy night killing parties of ones and twos, 53 the
eneny execuived his ncrmal nighs withdrawal tactics.
Splendid fire discipline was dizplayed by "2¢ Conpany,
in that single shots wsre fixed instead of razandon
bursts of light machine gun et¢ fire. One platoon
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ig aceredited with 21 enemy k:..ed with 21 single
shots, fired at ranges of 5 te 15 yards.

148. The 29 JUN was a day of mopping up, with the help of
tanks, and re-organization.

149, It was evident that the delayec a.proach ¢f "B
Company 2/43 Aust Inf Bn had i fluenced tle enapy’e
counter attack plan, in that h: was unaware of "lhe
threat to ais flank; but, the wide outflanking 1:.otics
were eventually responsible 01" 3UCCEsE .

150, Artillery fire was used throupghout the Ti: st ¢ of
the attack, on sueccegsive pos. ions as they war
encountered; and, it is inte:« avingz to note, in the
enemy ‘s counter attack plan, ciat all of our gurs
were piﬁpainted by direcvion of scund, that time of
flight had not been studied -1 that we had heer

v accredited with uvaing JAPANEST tactics by firing at
short range. It is possible tiat the enemy did not
accredit the fact that guns were moved by river and
pictured them as being brought up by railway..

151, The faet that the ground in 5he town area w: 5 aclt
and swampy aimost caused the decision to land trirke
to be cancelled; but, the view was taken ai Bri::zde
Headquarters that the news o their landing woulcd be
an inspiration to our troops =id would have the -opos-
ite effeet on the enemy. Th: nunber of oLs.ac o 1o
be crossed precluded their ful. usc; but, they vere
a minor factor in the success.

L

152. There were some good examples of jinnior leaderstip,
quick appreciation, excellen:; ugse of smsll arms 2nd
individual heroism in this baisle.

EXPLOLTATION

3550 Following the capture of the town, the Brigade (om-
mander chaanged the tactics toi-

(a) the enemy was to be pin pnlrfed by vigoroms
patrolling;

(b) contact was to be maintdiﬁed constantl ', esxcept
for applying artillery irc; |

: L .
\Cc) maximum fire was 1o be aponliied to enemy po: i cions,
as they were located:

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIGT024511



— -E-—_-—ql

= 45 -

""-h-r‘"

(d) the enemy withdrawal was UL oe Iellowea ap |
quickly,

This was desecribed an "pin, ot with fire powe: and
follow up*.

_1*-54“ The gnemy olfered resigtay oo thig 1L L IE L ineg s

(a) against exploitation by /47 Aus% Inf Rn:
area JIMPANGE om lno.ls at 381389
(o) against aﬁploitatian by =732 Avst In? 3a:

(1)  the line; high grcvna in sguar: 3990 to
412898 ~ the ensry was particulerly itube
bora in vhis ares; and, after =iy st rikes,
érﬁill&ry and fire fiom a rockst i -
Lfeature JUMBO 3997, r 32 sust Y Ba had to

enploy encireling t.cileas #n Uelove . pock-
et at 412898, fThs eneny sufferad heuvy ceg-

B | +  valties in this asca;
e

(i1) +the line of high gromnd on the 4 T -
Here again the bn:r'itm a Was corecringly
Btubborn; but, e xoellent impetve of
2/32 ivst Inf Bn in agJJJ-ﬂﬁtflanklhﬁ the

. Position took thes. Lo the line 0 MCNTENIOR

vy O

BESARﬂ row Company . uder May volde HENDRY MC
| _ Performed well in ihis uperﬂtiﬂ Thz ensnmy
| | at 410893 wafe out n7r yut escu;ed.

| B Against 2/28 Aast Inf Br, which had now arrived
and relieved 2/32 Aust Inf Bn:-

the line: islang at 427989 Fo tre ok jnnetions

\_ 0.© feature 435387,
155, The latier iline was laid down 23 the limit of exoloit=
- ation. It will be seen that .t corzesponds to Sr= neek
of a funnei wh:eﬁ.apana to the HORIH, aletg MO i IOR
BESAR, and to the WEST, Elﬂﬂg-ﬁﬂa'fuqﬁﬁ TAver. Tiue

enemy is thus held on a Haryre.: ront..

L 56, Some first elass patrols Oy 2/7C st Inf Bn bavs

dealt severe Dlows to enemy outisosts and patiols; and,
although the enemy initiative i

5 showing sizns of
recovery, the continuation ar a

- gtrikes, artiliapy
fire epd patrol att&@“ﬂ Causes vbvious gdepressiony in
the trend of his aggressivensss.

!
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157. A native report claims.that .t took the eneny a2 day
and a night to evacuate his casualbies all:zl ope alr
strike.

158, Appx K shows our final dispos.ilons.

CLEARING THE BEAUFORT - WESTON RAILW.X _LINE

159, During the capture of BEAUFOIT, "B" ' amprn;/ 2/ 58
Aust Inf Bn patrolled offen:. ely fHowards LUMILAN.

160 A recent intelligence repor: tales that 200 eremy
were made responsible for tiie delay of owr advarce
from WESTON; and, that this ‘nrce commenced 10 wove
+to BEAUFORT when the signe o’ battle appesarad in
their rear. "B" Company encauntered this Zorce at |
LUMADAN; and, by employing i illery, caused hem To
retire EAST, leaving a smal’ resr guard la the zrea

161. As the enemy withdrzw from 2/ 08 Auat ITnf B, & plat-
oontacted with the tactics i a forward plastccn in
an advance, PFire from 4.2 inch moxtars weu ‘o, with
accuracy and good effect, prriicularly when ftir:=d by
members of 2/3 Tunk Attack lert who were sell trained
in their use.

EXPLOITATION NORTH

162, Two CGompanies 2/28 Ausgt Inf I» extended taelir pro-
tective role to the cceupatics of BEAUFORT ESTALE,
up to the line of rising grcisd at 3755.

* 163. A3 a side line, ‘hey dealt with a Torce ¢ enexy walch

was cut off WEST of BEAUFORY. This force employ=2d
evagive tactics from tae betinning and finglly it
split into small parties: fGhey became krown as "The
Phantoms", as they apneared &% cld places =zroua! the
town of BEAUFORT at night. Iheiyr humbsers nereg 2-
duced by regular hunting tactics; but, Ghecir or.zinal
gstrength ic only based on native iuformation - 113~
tween. 30 anéd 150. |

164 . 2/32 Aust Inf Bn was given the zole of tho capture of
PAPAR, after its relisf by 2/¢3 sust Inf Bn. I3 com-
menced its advance on 6 JUL 1%.
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BATTLE CASUALTIES TTOWS_ : '_"@y%%ié-ﬂ--f:::

165. (a) MEMPAKUL to PADAS viver K14 WIA XILLED KILLED PW_
(i) 2/32 Avst Inf Bn - 2 3 3 .
(i1) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn 1 54 15 7
(iii) Others - - = . -

(b) ATTACK on BEAUFQRT

.

(i) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn - 2 - | =
(ii) 2/32 Aust [nf Bn 3 6 -
(ii1) 2/13 Aust Inf Bn 4 31 97 ' 2
(iv) Others = 1 “ . -
(¢) EXPLOITATION

(i) 2/28 Auvst Inf Bn 6 21 7
o (i1) 2/32 Aust Inf Bn 9 23 i
| (iidi) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn v 6 27 | =
(iv) Others . = . = -

(_
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170, BEAUFORT

(a) General

(i) Movement of guns to the BEAUPORT are:x
pregented consider able difficulties palnly
due to lack of creft for the movement of gung
and the paucity of gun areas. Howevar, DY
careful veconnaissance guitabl: ares3 were
found and the guns were ferried 1in a3 craft
became availzble.

(ii) No guna were used during the advance to
BEAUFORT and wher rveguired in the battle
for the town, surprisc was compleves

(b) Guns in action

26 Jun 12
27 Jun 16 w,
29 Jun 20

(¢) Ammunition expsnditure

25 pr HE 2,252
SMOK 4

ENGINEERS
171. LABUAN

(a) general

2/7 Aust Fd Coy was plac=4d in suppor: 24 Adust Inf
Bde for the lending at I[2ABUAN. Uhig coirpaly had
been part of the normal origede group duriig train-
ing and & higl degree of co-operation was i1clhiieved.

(b) Summary of Tasks carried cut

(i) Mine clearing partiecs were tak-u in: consid-
ergioion during ple ing and allowed ’or in
the gssault waves.

(id) All tenks were accompanied by sappers.
Bulldogzers on the Jzsis of two per s uadron
were alliotled unde?» sngineer control .

(iii) A conesiderabls amd>unt of road repair and
melatenance was neccsgary as the advance
continued.
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(iv) Owing to the 15ad 4 mo. itions crused@ Ly the
encmy, it was neces.ary o con@trucc wany
hridges.

Details of the main construction 12 guvel
in sub para (¢) helow.

(2) Bridging
fi)  One BAILEY bridge D 70 £t with 2 x 20 I%
rampPSe
(i1) Three FLB class 24 .uch 4% i
(iii) Ona BAILEY bridge U-- 50 £5 witi 2 x 0O %
ramps.

(iv) In addition to the atove, many hridges oOver
culverts ete were ouilt with local resources.

(v) In all, approximaialy 18 gaps 0. « ma |
nature were bridgel )
1725 WESTON
(a) General
2/%32 Aust Inf Bn landed z: WESTON unds: @i c3avnal
arrangements and was SUEp. wrted by ﬂﬂB p.av.on of
2/15 Aust Fd Ooy and one olatoon of 2/16 Aust Td
Coy all under command of #aji B THOMAS, OC /16
Augt ¥d Coy.
{(p) Tasks
(i) Owing to the exirem: aifficulty ancouitered in
landing LVT (4)p ergineély asslisiance Was
necegsary to make exite from the landing ®

point.

(ii) Initial improvement to railway line t) permi%
of use by hand trolleys. This Was 8423 equently
improved to take jeepe-

(iii) Opening of two grav:l gquarries ‘o ve3 on the
road and hard standings in the zrez.

(iv) Water supply.
173, MEMPAKUL

(a) General

(1) nhere was littie tine for planning tals oper-
" ation, as it was (i .ecersity mouanted very
quickly. Engineexr recopnaissance was, lhowever,
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carried out by OCc 2}_1"16 Augt Fd ﬂﬂﬂ' iﬂaﬁ. d
AUSTER over the area.

_ ‘ (ii)' One platoon 2/16 Aust F4 Coy supported
i 2/43% Aust Inf Bn during the operation. ok

(D) Tasks carried out

(1) = EBstablishment of aBilA.

(ii) Construciion of ercssings across swam) behind
the beach and the development of jeep track .
in that area.

‘(ii1) Several barge off loading points ..re estal-
lished on the esstern side of the peninsuls
on the KLIAS river as units and vatrols
advanced.

(iv) Water supply. |
174. BEAUFOQRT ‘ \_/
i " (a) General

(i) 2/16 Aust Pd Coy less one platoon plus one
platoon of 2/15 Aust Fd Coy was in suoport
during the ad#a#@ﬁftﬁm?&ﬂﬂ'thg battle for
BEAUFCORT . :

’

(ii) Owing to thafﬁﬁﬁ of the river lines 0of con-
manication, sngincer tasks were limited dur-
ing the advance to, assistance wo infantry,
reconnaissance and the establishiens »f barge
off loading points.

(b)_ Pasks carried out " . ®
(1) As per sub para'(ﬁ) (ii) above.

(1i) A jeep track was uaxutructad fror 333)15 to
railway line at 354906.

(iii) A tank off loading pcint was establisied at
361902 and a track prepared for the tanks
to BEAUFORT.
MEDICAL
175, (a) Throughout the whole campaign the brigade has hean
supported by 2/3 4ust Pd Amb. Despits nume ‘ous
difficulties in transportition by sea and nuvvement
overlena, the ssrvices rsadered by th: fiel ambulance
have bean of the highest. | i

-J:IF—';-‘ &
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(b) Details of battle casualties ave shown in I % I
para T4 and Part II para 165,
(c) Following number of percso.gus]l vere evacuate  sick
during the period 10 - 237 Jun inel:-
(i) TLABUAN 1 offr 42 ORs
(ii) MEMPARUL ¢ z offr L0 ORs
(iii) WDRSTON 1 offr - ORs
(iv) BEAUFORT ¥l ORs
GENERAL
L7 D (a) In addition te the awove, the following willi: gng
sub-units were under commend or in suppory the

brigeds throughout:-

B Sgn 2/9 Aust
C Coy 2/2 Aust

HQ 2/156 Aust Gen T 5

Armd Regt
NG 3
GO y

2/14 Aust Tpt Pl

2/28 Aust Sup Dep ?
2/122 Aust Bde Ord -'d Pk
2/122 Aust Bde Wksp

(b) The co-operaticn and 1ia son between units and

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

sub-units of the brigad: group has been nofice-
ably good and ia reflecfed in the successer
which have besn achieved.

L
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REFORT ON OPERATIONS

PARD TV

LESSONS AND RECOMMENDATIO:

PLANNING AND LOADING - SHIPS

LT« Theoretically, planning at the Bde level ommernees with
an allotment of shipping and 1 firm Q0B. In practice
however, it is considered that this is unlikelr <o oceur.
The allotment of ships is made and the 00R fluc mates
with the progress of the taclticsl Planning. PFurther,
the detailed examination of t:praia and be&c) Tal-

iy

ligence calls for alteration »7 the shipping, .- the
gsense that limits are placecd - )on. the use of ecerteain
T types of ships and crafl. T Latter, in effect, though

not in numbers of ships still availabls, alters the
amount of ship and craft spas: available w0 Bexve the
tactical plan.

178, It cannot be seen that chis +: avoldable; but, +the
result is that much weak on Ghe Brt of staff officers
1s wasted, with eac® ckanze. Lt the bde level, thisg
means a successior of planning ang replenning. At bn
level, plans, tehles and nominal rolls cannot be final-
ized until the last alteratiowu becomes the final one.
Therefore, the-e 18 need for g system which will enabhle
additional -28Sources in gtaffl, clerks aud tveewriters
etec to he Placed at the dispoesl ~f Bn ete Q8 daring
the la-t few days before embarzation. The so0lution

to *-& problem woulad aPpear 1c be en incresse in the
’JJO'B Et&ffn

179. In any case, the recent Operation proved that one MIO
and cne bde staff officer could only cope with the al-
lotment of force to ships and ;he loading of shinsg,
by working most of tke twenty our hours of the day.

As the BM is the logical officer +o work wish the MLO,
the comd is deprived of much o
agpects of Planning.
necesesary.

his assistince ir. other
An assiaiant MLO dig congidered

180, In a larger scale operation, with a short sea vo-

L4 Not be szo apparent.
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Other factors which go to aggravete the fluctuat.ng

quantities of force and shipe are:-

181 .
(a)
| ./
(b)
(o)
\/
(d)
L |

The incidence of g long interval betwaen ths
assault convey and the fi-st follow Qp eonvoy,
With e period of five or ncre days between e
two, all those perscnnel and that equipmens for
which there sre functions duxinz the Lanervil;
mua® be landed with the sssaulc 2onvoy. This
ieans congestion in the bs.ch heagd betfore Sl e
allows an expesnsicn of ithe lat+e « It glse means
that the field for migcaleulation in alloti ing
shipa' space in the agssult CCnvoy 18 increazed.
A solution tc this woulg tfPesy to be toe | lanning
of a follow up convoy whi:n shouwld be timed +o
arrive at a time when urirs heing transper:sd in
such convoy, are reguires to Comence work 25¢
according to their tagks. 1t ghould have some
elggiieity in its convoy oslen; so that its time
of arrival at the beach t:ad may be rezgulatad
&ccording to the tacticel aitustion.

The fact that there are insvfficient szhips to pro-
vide a reserve of ships' apzce at bde and 1 level.
This tends 46 raise & minor ad justment %o - major
alteration and causes soms digorganization ia

last momsut cases.

Lack of gtandardization i, SRADe' deck @pa-~s  Jgue
t0 special fixtures and aqaeialiatuﬁee heln: ac~
quired by individual ship:' mesters as a persongl
enterprise. This upsgete the loading of shios when
using plané and templates There should bre s
gtrict control in tha intereats of Standardization,
by the NAVY. Failing this, the naval comd on-
cerned should be in & pos'tion %6 warn MLO's of
special fixtures af'iﬂﬁi?iiﬂﬂl’ﬁhipsa or, hae MLO
should be able +o inspect each ship bsfora plan-
ning its load.

Wher loading ships, the Lliading plan should te
caleculated in cublc measurements ang ieadwe .£t ang
NOT omly in deadweight. Stores sto waieh have a
tactical significance caﬂﬂnt always bz shuf "ed
from ship to Ship without “pEettlng tRe toan o cail
plan’. Ii it occurs that -me nips ate loa eq

ESSSIEISMESS
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with stores of high corversion rates frur (lead

weight to cubic measure ent, there is a d'wnger of
eggential stores being shut ont. Thus there will
be last minute changes in the loading plins which

may become cumulative .hroughout the who.e convoy.
This aectually happencd in the receat op.

(g) The practice of asdding "3 few more rersoinel",
tons or vehs, after th: zllotment of force to
ships is complete, If & ghip's load is :0 be
well vlanned, there ma:iu he a definite tirget
date after which ther: will be nc more a'ditions.
In one case, during the last operasion, . party
of allied soldiers was loaded on a LE8T wiich was
already loaded to capacity. They carrie! stretch-
ers and other comforts which displ.ced mire han
& proportionate number of sgsault troopa

182. Explosives and POL should bz lcaded with non i:1flamgble
stores, so that bulkheads of ncn inflamable stirea can
be built around the ﬁ&nghrﬂuﬂuggrgﬁwand S0 ass..st in
localising any fire on the ship.

183, Tarpaulins shcould. bé provids. on LST, to 21low mgximum
number of trocps to sleep on deck.

- 184. Scales of easentiazl stores, mostly accommodati n stores,
which were carried by most anitc other taan intantry
battalions included items which were Far in ex sss of
what was required to enable & unit to fuartior =ffic-
iently for 14 days. Some units refused tc acc.pt,
sven temporarily, a lower shandard of eomTort ho that
wihich they regardazd ags normal . Infantry anits secept
8 lower standard of comfor® rnan other wirts - reasson
of the nature cf their roles: but, they resent the
inequality of sacrifice whea it comes to a red ctiocn of
stores ete to meat special o roumstances.

- 185. IT 1s suggested that Fowler “toves, 3933? sioveg, WILES
covkers, cots folding ete 5114 be quite easil: brouzht
forward in follow up stores cnd thus sllow of nore

mobile loading of essential force stores.

COMMUNTCATTONS

186. Flanning

In the planning area, a separgie set of comman. cations
1s necessary for planning steffs only. |

e - — e
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187 . Line Communications

(a) Speed in laying cable muct be considered in re-
lation to the need for protecting the cable from
damage. The hastily lald line should be -~:garded
as the exceptvion. When tracked vehicles 11d tanks
are operating with forward troops, it 1is Llikely
that hastily strewn line will resul! in tha
glower establishment of comm alecatias Than i
the line ie raised at tlie outset. 2/43 Aust Inf
Bn used a simple device Tor stapling line to trees
with speed and efficiency.

(b) The number of linesmen cerried on the establish-
ment of the brigade signal section is not suffic-
jent. It is recommendel that an increase of three-
be made, making a total of eleven.

188, Wireless Communication

(L (a) When embarking for operations, units regu.re a
comple e new set of SCR 536 and 108 Mk Il sets.
After a training pericd, these sets tend o break
down very quickly-:

(b) In country whﬁia long ruange patrols zre bhi:ing under-
taken it is consldered hat 2ach batsaliou . should
be sllotted at least ti1'se Na 22 seis.

(¢) Training of all officers in the use of wi -cless is
an eggential,

MISCELLANEOUS

189. Coloured photographs
\/ | It is considered that colour:d photographs shovld be
avalilable down to Bde HQs, 1 The study of Le:ch con-
1 ditions.
190 g vf'.'h.‘a

When vehs have been waterprocfed, it is desira les to
have others, not part of the force equippsd, ic serve
units until and during embarlation,

198 Rehearsal

Rehearsals of the tactical p-an, o¢n models, proved of
value. The rehearsal of discmbarkation, forming nmyp
and moving to the shore in lunding craft waz essential;
among other features, it enal led +the comé@ tn test his
control of the Bde reserve.
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132, Minor teciics etc

() ©No new lessons were learned in the various oper-
ation: of OBOE SIX. There were mishaps which
were ‘ue to failure to obgerve old lessons; but,
comds were prompt in correcting these
The m:=in failures in adherence to training were:-

(i) vome patrols failed to lay line, and relied
¢ntirely on RT. This may be sufficient in
any cages; but, it is unwise when the out-
come of a battle depends upon obtaining
information pPromptly.

(i1) Officers who had not been with the bde dur-
ing recent training were unable to use RT
Procedvre or the RT code. The security of
many senders lapsed as time went on.

(iii) Unit sitrens were thoughtlessly composed,
embliguous, infreguent and vague, 1in gomse
cases. .

(iv) Units tended to forget their normal admin-

- istration procedure, on the score of pres-

gure of operations. Organisation of Bn H)
is at fault when this happens. It is uselegs

L to train for operations if the system that
results from such training is not maintained.

(v) The first impulse of the soldier when first
erncountering the jungle in operations - to
crowd into one emall locality - was evident
when the brigade adopted defence, at the
conelusion of the last Phase in the oparation.

(vi) There were instances where ground in relation
to vegetation was not Studied, with costly
results. €0's should revise this study.

b} On the other hand, appreciations, verbal crders ang
patrolling were zood. Fire control was much im-
Provec with other campaigns; and, care of zrms ang
equipnent was good.

/

¢} After taking stock of the situation, officers who
had praviously tended towards perimeter defence
developed the technigue of nutually Supporting

o e L L LA

S - S —
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(d) Speed, aggressiveness tenpered with commonsence
and good bushcraft were svident in the cases of
successiul coy attacks.
193. River patrols
It is consgidered winecsesaary .o paY 000 mich asiention
to the n@vel aspect of LCW pa vols. The craf+ wrely
took ulie place of MT in assiatirg patrols to ge ' with-
in patrolling distance of the chiestive. LOIM's are
t00 noisy to permit swurprise., and Lhey are vulrncrable.
Success, in thege operations, waas iLargely duvz t. the
commonsense of patrol leader:; vho juestioned ne ives
before taking sueh risks as i'proaching an objective
: at the risk of bheing ambushe:
194, Ploneer Plg
O (a) In this campaign, Inf Pro. Pls played =na important
part which was complemer wary to thet ¢f enzineers.
With =angineer assisvance =nd Bupervision, they
carried owt minor engineer “asks in & iditicn %o
thelr normal unit tasks
(b) It is considered vnal, wiih a little more trainin-
ﬁ | B {oe
_ 20d with access o sueh equipment as dulldozers
and powsr saws, ploneesrs octld relieve engineers
of such ‘hasks Met -
(1) preparing a L of ¢ ' r light traf’ic
(i1) bdridgzing with native timper
| (11i) assisting tanks For rarq
o/
(iv) disarming minefield: and booby traps
(v) constrpciion of sto. cs shelters
Althougn textbooks 1§y¢dﬂwn that, in the early
oo 4 ; - -5
' stages of defsnne and in e attack, -nginscrs may
be decentralized; but; slbald be CeR%catratzd as
goon as .asks demanding (Feir concentrsted = ffopt
are decided upon, it ds ¢c .zidered thal btrorical
warlare provides an egarly w2oesslty for the latter.
Their work appesrs more eifoctive when sngizser suh-
units are under o central i urol from s r-*net.
__— == . e —— ——— c ; L
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(¢) An example of the above _leas in the ces=2 where,
_ Por tactical necessity, & battalion is giver a
role involving a wide outflanking move. Engineer

comds are reluctant to de1los sub=unitc ok .
of a temporary nature - p:Uticularly wihen > de-

velopment of & main T of ( i3 aiso in progress.

At the same time, it may te vital that the Ln

should have a temporary o of C. On other occasiona,
during an advance om a twe o front, 10 18 dif-
Picilt L0 declare which o two lines c¢f sdvence 1is
likely to become the main . of C pending tactlcal
developments. In the lat-er case, toc, engineer
opinion has been express.d that the decisior o
develop a I of C ehould it be such ag 10 cause

an unnecessary wse of en nesr eqguipment anc labour.
Where time is an esgential tactical fector, e9 it
go often is, immediate aciion is of greater 1m-

N portance than long term planning.

(@) The solution to such prob!suas 12as beer in il
employmert of Inf pioneer: . Their work has offen
to be dons over sgain, ). tiechnical reasonn; butb,
they certainly are capab .« of providing mob. lity
for their parent battaliors, in their rapid non-
technical style, using su-l navive matlerial:s as
they are able to find. I1 they were trailnec to a
standard whersby they wers ables to use simpier
types of egquipment, it is felt that the use of
their labour would be mo: econcmic ard would allow
engineer sub-units to rensin centrallsad.

\

195. Weapons

(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn found a preference among ita sub-
units for firing 4 sec grenales Ifrom & disclarger
cup. The air burst of the grenade is cluiw ¢ %0
be eff=ctive during a gai inz »f contect awud on
occasionz when the enemy . 105 in construc ed

emplacements with overhead covaer.

(b) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn has inviu .ed a semi-circular
magagine for tine CSMG: I holds 70 rounds send,
in performance, fires wi . out creeping off ihe
target. Specitications luive been submitted to
higher anthorivy

— -
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24 AUST INF BDE ORDER OF DA'YITE

(Issued with 24 Aust Inf Bde Report o1 Operations Aug 45)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

HO,
HQ 24 Aust Inf Bdo
Det © Aust Ops8 Report lcam

Det ATIS
Det B Aust FS SEC

CAV
2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn
ARTY

2/12 Aust Pd Regt less one troop
Two SFCP Naval Bombardaent Gp

ENGRS

2/7 Aust Fd Coy
2/24 fust ¥4 Pk Coy

o1 GO

24 fust Inf Bde 8Big Sec (lessg det)
Det 2/43 Aust Cipher Sec

Det B Sec Sigs 9 Aust Divw

Det 2/9 Aust Cav (Cdo} Regt 8iz Tp
2/12 Aust Fd Regt Sig Sec

INF

2/28 Aust Inf Bn

2/43 Aust I[nf Bn

¢ Coy 2/2 fust MG Bn

2 P1 A Coy 2/1 Aust Gd Regt
2/32 Aust Inf Bn

AASC

2/14 Aust Tpt PL
2/28 Aust Sup Dep Pl
HQ 2/156 Aust CT Coy
) i)

Wi e -

2/3 Aust Pd Amb (incl Siurgical Team)
Det 2/8 Aust Dental Un’ &

OED |
2/122 Aust Bde Orc Hd Tk
ABNE

2/122 Aust Bde Wken
2/76 Aust LAD (Tyrs 7

2/6L Aust LAD {Ty»e D)

B

e — — — e — ——. S .
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"";‘::1."""
MIECTLANKOUS
i 'E_‘.." L ,4.11"‘"";' .LIL'l’ ]-D-Sta.il L]'hlt

Une Cee 9 Aust Div Pro Coy

LO ¥C, 9 Aust Div

et Thnrectorate Public Qelﬂtianﬂ and Precs
YAICL Ayniy Rep

(bse . vers |

U ‘J]“IJLH COMD - CORPS TPS

—--I-—-q—- T i

B Sgu 2/9 Aust Armd Regh
pet /9 Aust Armd Regt Slg Tp

Det Scn sub Bk 2/9 Aust Armd Regt Ord Fd Pk

Sqn wBﬂ 3, ‘0 Aust Armd Regt Wksp
ret &.us Mil Tdg Gp

Det ~¢ Lust T8 Sec (EE)

Det . AAP:U

BASE UNITS

[ 1i¢ .:;5"-.. ™

s & BR._TISH TPS

-

‘ﬂet rar ﬁ]@hiblan Tractor Bn
E RD ’
Det dritish Borneo Civil AffairE'Unit

UNTTEL I SUPPORT - RAAF UNITS

Une Lir S Party
T™wo [ir Iiaison Parties

DNDEL 2O FQR MIH
DIV ° '?J':Ei

AlTs'native HQ 9 Aust 31v

Penr'ﬁﬂ 9 Aust Div

Reccu Par 2 HQ 9 Aust Div

Ad¥ TE"I"'L"-" Sigs 9 Aust Div

Det & Auss Ops Report Team -

Det liirecliorate Fublic Relations and Piess
& Fliw 1 Mob Mét Sgin less Det

el up Hesearch Sec

HQ RAA 9 JAust Div

HQ IUE 9 sust Div

J...L.,*.‘ g Aunt Div less det

g/hL £ust Cipher Sec less dets

L Coy ujl Aust G4 Regt less three pls

Det .
B ﬁuht FE Sec less Dets |

4 Ausit Visitors &nd Observers Sec -
9 Auwt Mi.. History Fd Team less det
A0 Comd A4S0

R R =

m Awrt Mi_. jdg Gp less dets

E Tp 1l Aust Naval Bombardment Gp less dets
15 Auet Wireless Seéec (Hy)

e Aunt Wireless Sec (th

Det I AAPTU - “

34 Lwb TS Sec'(EEl less dets

A1 Uouriex Service

o

A

RCDIGT1024511



-
I i
I.
e
II
I.
|
|
|
" |
r.:nl_'l'-"u
Qe

—_ =

I NN TR R,

—

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL RCDIG1024511




. t
'f e 3
RESTRICTED
APFX B
copy No 75
Aug 45
24 AUST INF BDE OUTLINE PLAN
(Tessued with 24 Aust Inf Bde Repozt on Operaticns Aug £5)
Reference Mapa : LABUAN NCRTIH 1:50:,000
IL.ABUAN SOUIH 1 2.C,0063
LABUAN 4 mileg to 1 inct
NIRRT d milea te 1 inco
INFORMAT LON

| i Topography

(a) Refer Terrain Studies 89 aand 90.

(b) Place Names

(1) Township area LADE AN

(ii) Maic eirfield ipv GTREIE Be &
L sguareg 0285 =2nd 8234

(11ii) Emergency Landirg Ground STRP Vo 2

in gquare 7688

(iv) Bomber dispersal bays

at - SOUTH end of STRIP Ne 1 ATRORAPT PARK
(v) Government House BZ785%9 PLAGSTAVE
(vi) House (was formerly red IARDTFS

rocfed) 80482%

(vili) Point 806827 | o SMBET

(viii) Peninsula WEST of FLN
- VICTOBIA HAREOUR
= (ix) 20 metre feature in PRI
(. agquares 7989 and TYE
(%) 20 metre feature in NN

square 8090
(xi) 20 metre feature at 800913 SATLAGE

(ec) Eeaches

From RAMSAY Pt 82882L 0 LABLAN wi™ "' Ye Xnown 48
BROWN BEACH. Other beath deésigpatiocons are sghown on
ADPDX A.

~4- Enemy

(E) Informetion aa to Eﬂélﬂ._f B'-J‘Eﬂg-'f:ll S LABUAN 45 goanty.

FPresent Ifigures are:-
(1) TFrent line troops | i
(ii) Proteehive Troop: 160

(11i) Base troops canasris of
cefeasive roles {95

y
—— -
= _— .___--"l‘l--—'-—"'III
* m— —— = - ——— g — e — ——— S S— ——— — e — — —— -
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(iv) Others 45

(V) A4 guns Y 1light
: 8 hcavy

(vi) Coastal defence guns 1 possible
v} Reinforcement of the arza is possible from:i-

(1)  JES3ELTON where enemy strength is estimated
at 4000, possibly now increassed by movement
from SARDAEAN and XKUDAT.

.11) KENWINGAU where enemy movement has been
reported recently.

2 W Forees
V&) 9 Auvet Div less 26 Aust Inf Bde Gp, supported by
raval and air Tforces is carrying out simultaneous
asgavlt landings on the SOUTH coast of LABUAN ISLAND
and on BRUNEI PENINSULA, with a view to capturing
and gecuring BRUNEI BAY and approaches to it.

(b) Meintenance aress are to be established on LABUAN
ISLAND..

.¢) Exploitation NORTH and SOUTH is to be undertaken
irmediately following the success of initial landings.
Mazimum use of water L's of C will be made in support
oL such exploitation.

4. J_Aust Diy Plan

el o

(a) Assault Troops

(1) LABUAN ISTLAND ~ 24 Aust Inf Bde Gp less
| 2/32 Aust Inf Bn.

(11) MUARA ISLAND - BRUNEI PENINSULA -
20 Aust Inf Bde Gp.

(b) Tasks

(1) 24 Aust Inf Bde Gp is to land on BROWN BEACH,
gecurs a beach head, capture STRIP No 1 with
all possible speed, securc a covering position
from inclusive mouth of S XERUPANG at 826872
to inelusive road junotion 816865 thence to
inciusive road junction 796863 including all
arﬁaarﬁo the SOUTH and prepare for subseguent
operasilions.

vxd) 20 Aust Inf Bde is to carry out simultaneous
landings on GREEN BEACH and RED BEACH, secure
MAURA ISLAND, seize BRUNEI PEWINSULA, seize
the line Bt TABUR BINTANG - BKUNEI TOWN and
prepare Ior subseguent operations. (Ref map
MIRY 4 miles to 1 inch).

= B e el =

v Divisional Reserve
(i) 2/12 Aust Cdo Sgn
(11) 2/9 Aust Armd Regt less three squadrons

(11i) Two flame thrower troops 2/1 iust Armd Bde
Recce 8qri.

RCDIGT1024511



(iv) 2/32 ‘Aust Iaf Bn
(v) A Coy 2/2 Aus+t MG Bn

(d) Beach Maintenance Area

1 Aust Bgach Gp is 'to establish a BMA in the arsa
COLLIER HEAD - RAMSAY Pt - LABUAN - FLAGSTARR 8326838,

INTENTION

—

D o 24 Aust Inti Bde Gp will land on BORWN BEACH and capture
covering pogition NORTH of STRIP Fo 1, with a view to:-.

b | (a) Securing LABUAN port facilities and STRIP No 1
| .in the guickest possible time.

(b) freparing for further operstions.

METHOD

6. Summary
= . (2) The landing will be with two assault battalions in.
A LVT's supported by tanks, and 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn plus
a propertion of armour in rsserve.

() The operstion will he in three phasss :-

(i) PHASE ONE

— i

Assault battalions will capiure the line
Tg TARAS 845840 =~ ALRCRAFT PARK - FLAGSTAFF.

(ii) ZPHASE TWO

2/43 Aust Inf Bn will capture STRIP No 1 and
exploit NORTH, while 2/11 Auat Cdo Sgn pre-
pares 0 capture FEN. |

(1i1) PHASE THREE

2/28 Augt Inf Bn will capture the line - road
Junction 806863 - road junction 7T96863; and
both 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and 2/28 Aust Inf Bn
will. secure the Divigional covering vosition.
aél%ﬁﬁust Cdo Bqn will complete the capture

0 - ,

CJ

- Note:~The launching of the attack on PEN may take
place in an csarlier phase than as shown, if the
opportunity presents itself. o

PHASE ONE
To Forward Troops
(a) RIGHT - 2/43 4Aust Inf Bu

(b) LEFT. - 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

8. Groupings

(a) 2/32 Aust Inf Bn

with under comd:-

)
\ > |

- =, e
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CJ

.,

8,

Qe

%0

i

Two troope B Sgn 2/9 Aust srad Regt
Det 2/7 Aust ¥4 Coy
et 24 sust Inf Bde Sig Sec
One pl C Coy 2/2 Aust MC Bn
Sec 2/3 Aust T4 Amb

with in suppori:-

Two FOO parties 2/12 Aust Pd Regt
L0 party 2/12 Aust Pd Regt

One Troop 2/12 Aust Pd Regt

One 3SFCP R

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

with under comds-

One troop B Sqn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt
Det 2/7 Aust Fd Coy

Tet 24 Aust Inf Bde Sig Seo

One pl C Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn

Sec 2/3 Aust Fd imb

with in 5uygcrt;~

Two P00 parties 2/12 Lust Pd Regt
L0 party 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
.. One troop 2/12 Aust Fd Regt-
: One c¥CR |

(e) 2/11 sust Cdo Sgn
with under comd:-

One pl C Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn
Ssundry detachments e

with in support:~

One ®OQ party 2/12 Augt ¥d Regt
One SFCP. ;

Lan@ing_ﬂaﬁgh&ﬁ
(a) BROWN TWO - 2/43 AMust Inf Bn LT
(b) BROWN ONE -~ 2/28 Aust Inf Bn T

Objectives

I

(a) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn =  ATRORAPT PARK
(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn ~ FLAGSTAFF and LABUAN.

Tasks

(a) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn will lané =nd capture Tg BATU
835830, Tg TARAS 845840 and ATROCRAPT PARE. It
Tl%l then prepare Lo capture STRIP No 1 without
deglay. |

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn will land and capturs.LABUAN sud

FLAGSTATR simultanéeously. It will ‘then held a

firm base at FLAGITANF and be Prepared to act as

brigade Hesgerve for PHASE TWO.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL
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s Bounds

ONE -~ RED LINE - for reorganization |
IWQ - The line Tg BATU - COCONUT PATCH 822827 - LABUAN

THREE - The line of the objective
See Appx A attached,

i it Boundary

Intersection of BROWN TWO BEACH and BROWN ONE BEACH -
BEND in ROAD 829831 - ROAD JUNCTION 830840 - all inclus-
ive to 2/43 Aust Inf Bn, as per ApPpx A.

14. Routes

(a) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn - general direction parallel to
EAST coast to SPUR 834837 thence to objective.

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Ban - cross country on a general
bearing 11 degrees TRUE with portion of force and
coastwise to LABUAN.

\/ 15, Pire Support
(a) Naval See Appx (NOT attached)

(1) Preliminary bombardment of enemy gun positions
in conjunction with agir strikes - see also
Appx Alir Bombardment. (NOT attached).

(ii) Bombardment of coast line from inclusive Tg
TARAS to LABUAN.

(iii) Bombardment of AIRCRAFT PARK - PLAGSTAFF -
HARDY'S - HAMILTON Pt.

(iv) ®ire on call through SFCP's.
(v) Direct support by light craft.

® (b) Artillery

(i) Two troops 2/12 Aust Pd Regt will land with
assault troops, in LVT's, for support of
both assaulting battalions.

(i) Remainder of 2/12 Aust Pd Regt will land
and be avallable to support the Brigade.

Note:~ It is estimated that the whole Regt
will NOT be in action untill B plus 903 but,
from F plus 45 onwards, two batteries and
an lncreasing number of guns of the third
battery should be available.

(1ii) Allotment of FOOs

2/13. Aust Cdo Sgn - one
2/28 Aust Inf Bn - two
2/4% Ausat Inf Bn -~ two

(iv) Allotment of SFCP's

2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn =~ one
2/28 Aust Inf Bn -~ one
2/43 Aust Inf Bn - one
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16.

L7 -

AR

(e) 4.2 in Mortars

One troop 4.2 in mortars will be landed and manned
by 2/12 Aust Pd Regt, with the assault waves. I8
task will be to fire on point targets during the
period from the cessation of naval gun fire until
the availability of two batteries 25 prs.

(d) MMG

(i) "C" Coy HQ 2/2 Aust MG Bn will land with HQ
24 Aust Inf Bde.

(ii) The following guns will be under comd units:-

One pl - 2/28 Aust Inf Bn
One pl - 2/43 Aust Inf Bn
One pl1 - 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn

Reserve

(a) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn with under comd
one pl C Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn
with in support

FOO party 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
One SRCP.

(b) B Sqn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt less three troops.

Probable Role of Remerves

(a) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn will:=

(i) act as a floating reserve;

(ii) when ordered to land, probably land on
BROWN TWO BEACH;

(iii) after landing, move to the area BEND in
road 829831 and be prepared to move at
short notice.

(iv) A likely role is: to embark in LVT's formerly
used to land 2/32 Aust Inf Bn and secure
HARDY'S by an ampbibious operation launched
from point 81%383%32. This operation will be
gupported by MMG's from the near shore only
and by 2/12 Aust Pd Regt.

(b) B Sgn 2/9 Aust @rmd Regt less three troops will:-
(1) 1land on BROWN ONE and BROWN TWO BEACHES;

(ii) 'move to area COCONUT PLANTATION 8268273

(iii) be prepared to reorganize the whole squadron
or to reinforce troops under comd forward
battalions;

(iv) ©be prepared to attack as an Assault Echelon
in PHASE TWO.

_—
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18,
\_
19.
-
20.
2%,

--r---r.‘—.

e

Armour

(a) Allotment

(1) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn - one troop |
2/43 Aust Inf Bn - +two troops
Bde ressrve - B Sgn less thres troops.

(ii) Liaison offr frﬁm Sgn HQ will remain with
Bde HQ throughout the operation.

(b) Water Gap

All tanks will be waterproofed to enable them to
land through approximately 4 £t of water.

(e) 3 in How

Troops allotted to forward' battalions will be on

normal basis of 2 x 2 pr tanks and one 3 in How tank .
per troop. '

(d) Marrying Up

Will take place on near shore.

2mphibiarns - LVT4

(a) General

gégiuAuat Inf Bn and 2/43 aust Inf Bn will land in
B |

(b) 4llotment

2/28 Aust Inf Bn - 25 = to include § for artillery
and two for 4.2 in mortars.

2/43 Aust Inf Bn - 23 - to include 5 for artillery.
() Rally Area

On completion of initial tasks with forward |
battalions LVT4's will rally in following areas :-

(1) LVT with 2/28 Aust Inf Bn LT - area 819826

(11) LVT with 2/43 Aust Inf Bn LT - ares 833826
except that 9 LVT will remain with 2/32 Aust
Inf Bn and move to area Tg BATU 836630 and be
brepared To carry out task with 2/11 Aust Cdo
Sqn as per para 17 (a) (iii) and (iv)
(Bubject to availability of LVT after H hr),

PHASE TWO

Summari

(a) It is intended that this phase will be a continuastion

of PHASE ONE, subject to ¢o-ordination, following
reports on success of PHASE ONE.

(b) The capture of PEN by 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn may be ordered

to commence prior to or Tollowlng the commencement of
this phase. '

Forward Troops

2/43 Aust Inf Bn.
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22. Grouping
(a) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn=

with under comd:i:-

B Sqn 2/9 Aust Armd Hegt -less two troops
Det 2/7 Aust P4 Coy

Det 24 Aust Inf Bde 5ig Sec

¢ Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn less one pl

Sec 2/3 Aust Fd Amb

with in support:-

Two FPOO parties 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
One LO party 2/12 Aust Pd Regt
One SFCP

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

with under comd:-

One troop B Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt
- Det 2/7 Aust Pd Coy @

Det 24 Aust Inf Bde Sig Sec

Sec 2/3 Aust Fd Amb

with in support:-

Two FOO parties 2/12 Aust Pd Regt
One LO party 2/12 Aust Pd Regt

(c) 2/11 sust Cdo Sgn
with under comdi=-

One pl C Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn

Nine LVP4’s 727 Amphibian Tractor Bn if

available. | *
with in support:-

- One FOO party 2/12 Aust Fa Reg}
One SFCP. .

23, Objectives
2/43% Aust Inf Bn =~ BSTRIP Wo 1 inclusive.
24 . Tasks

(a) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn will:-
(i) capture the area of STRIP No 1;

(ii) mop up the area COAST LINE at mouth of
KERUPANG 826872 Yo inclusive road junction
816865 to inclusive road junction 816860 to
WEDT edge of STRIP No 1 inclusive:

(1ii) secure this area against counter attack

and be prepared for movement on orders from
this HQ.

(b) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn will:-
Hold the line ROAD JUNCTION 830840 excluding to

MACH 2 | i
X iﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂ ROAD at 820841 inclusive, unti] ordered
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el T e— -

2/43 Aust Inf Bn will make preparation to move at the
earliest possible time:; and will advise this HQ when
ready. |

26, Supporting Fire

(a) Naval

Naval wnits are to support the advance of 2/43 Aust
Inf Bn by fire under control through SFCP's.

(b) Field Artillery
(1)  2/12 Aust Pd Regt will support the attack.
(i1) Allotment of FOOs and SFCPs
As for PHASE ONE

(c) MMGs

-l (1)  "C" Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn less one Pl will be
under comd 2/43 Aust Inf Bn.

(ii) One pl will remain under comd 2/11 Aust Cdo
Sgn.

27, Reserve

(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn will hold the line road junction
830840 to MACARTHUR road at 820842 and be Prepared to
nove 1wo coys as Brigade reserve. Preparation for
PHASE T will be undertaken.

(b) 2/11 aust Cdo Sqn will remain in position at area

829331 aubgaﬂt to orders to the contrary - see
para 20 (b ‘

o

(c) One troop' B Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt will occupy a
Position at road junction 834840 and be Prepared:-

(i) to reinforce either flank;

(ii) +c deal with counter measures by the enemy
from the area BAST of “STRIP No 1.

28, Armour

Allotment

B Sqn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt less two troops under comd
2/43 Aust Inf Bn.

One troop under comd 2/28 Aust Inf Bn
One troop in Brigade Reserve.

29. Amphibians

Nine IVT4's will come under comd 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn if
avallable. See para 19 (e) (dii).

RCDIGT02451 1
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PHASE THREE

50. Forward Troopa
(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn
(b) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn

31. Dbjectives

(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn - road junction 806863 and road
junction T96863.

(v) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn ~ HARDY'S and adjacent sub features.
22, Groupings
(a) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

with under comd:-

One troop B Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt
Det 2/7 Aust Fd Coy

Det 24 Aust Inf Bde Sig Sec

Sec 2/3 Aust Pd Amb

with in support:-

Two FPOO parties 2/12 Aust Pd Regt
One LO party 2/12 Aust Fd Regt
One SFCP.

(o) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn

with under comd:-

Det 2/7 Aust Fd Coy

Det 24 Aust Inf Bde Sig Sec

C Coy 2/2 Aust MG Bn less one pl
Sec 2/3 sust Fd Amb

with in support:-
Two FOO parties 2/12 Aust Fd Regt

One L0 party 2/12 Aust Fd Reg
One SFCP |

(2) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sga
As Tor PHASE TWO.
33 Tagks

(a) 2/3%8 Aust Inf Bn will:-

(i) secure objectives;

(ii) mop up the area in rear of objectives incilud-
ing the timber edge 804853 to 795853;

(iii) liaise with 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and effect
nutual support on the objective line.

(b) 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn will

(i) on orders from this HQ, mount an amphibious
attack on HARDY'’S, from point 813832, with the
object of capturing dominant features on PEN
and subsequently clearing the whole area of
ensmy;

OR
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(ii) alternatively, on orders from this HQ, advance
in rear of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn to the area in
square 8085 and commence an advance in the
direction of Pt HAMILTON with the object of
capturing HARDY'S and adjacent dominant
features on PEN; and, subsequently clear

the whole area PEN of eneny.

34 Boundaries

(a) Between 2/43 Aust Inf Bn and 2/28 Aust Inf Bn:
The line :=-

road junction 830840

thence along COAL Pt ROAD to
road Jjunction 816865

- gll inclusive to 2/32 Aust Inf Bn.

(b) Between 2/28 Aust Inf Bn and 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn;
The lines-

TIMBER EDGE from 804853 to 795853
- all inclusive to 2/28 Aust Inf Bn.

(¢) If 2/1) Aust Cdo Sgn are to advance through 2/28
Aust Inf Bn; the boundary as in (b) above will NOT

become operative until 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn has
passed over it.

35 Synchronization
No move will be commenced by forward troops until ordered

by this HQ; but, units will be ready to move at short
notice as from the conclusion of PHASE ONE.

36 . Supporting Fire
(a) Naval

Naval units- are to support the advance of 2/11 Aust
Cdo Sgn controlled through SFCP's

X (b) Artillery
2/12 Aust Pd Regt will:-

(1) gaintain one battery on call by 2/11 Aust Cdo
ans

(ii) support the advance of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn;

(1ii) at the earliest convenient time, r egister the
following targets:-

Road and track junction 813888
Road and track junction 815887
Bend in road 784881

RBoad and track junction 790874.
(iv) Allotment of F0Os and SRCP's

As for PHASE ONE.
(c) MMGs

vame as for PHASE TWO.
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21 Reserve
(a) "B" Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt less one iroop will rally

in the arsa 830855 after completion of PHASE TWO and
be preparced. |

(i) to move in support of 2/28 Aust Inf Bn;
(ii) " deal with enemy counter measures.

(b) 2/43 Aust Inf Bn will:-~

(i) secure the line KERUPANG RIVER mouth at 826872
- road junction 816865 -~ inclusive road
junction 816860:

(ii) maintain one coy resady to move as Brigade
Reserve.

A0« Armour

(a) One troop "B" Sgn 2/9 Aust Armd Regt will be under
comd 2/28 Aust Inf Bn.,

(b) Remainder as in para 37 above.

39, Amphibians

Kine LVT4 of 727 Amphibian Tractor Bn will (if availsgble):-

(a) <+transport 2/11 Aust Cdo Sgn to objective area, if
requireds;

() rally astride road at 818834 at conclusion of (a)

above or upon departure of 2/11 Aust Cdo Sqn by land
routes

(0) maintein 2/11 aust Cdo Squ, untid required by parent
Tl .,

40. Exploitation

(a) ILimit of exploitation as follows:~
(i) 2/43 Avust Inf Bn

" Line COAST at 824887 - road and track junction
813887,

(ii) 2/28 Aust Inf Bn

Road and track jJjunction 805888 - road and track
junction 790873.

(b) Boundary

Line from road junction 816866 - road junction
805889 all inclusive 2/32 Aust Inf Bn.

COMMON TO ALL PHASES

41 . Engineers

(a) 2/7 Aust Pa Coy will be under comd 24 Aust Inf Bde

for the assault landing until centralized control
under the CRE is effected.
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(b) 2/7 Aust Pd Coy will provide:-
i (1) sufficient personnel and two bulldozers for 1
assistance of tanks in the assault; ‘
[ _
' (i1) two sections - cne to each 2/28 Aust Inf Bn ¢
RE and-2/43 Aust-Inf Bn, for support in the |
nature of demolition of obstacles and enemy |
strong poests. |
(c) Detackmsnts as in (b) (i) above will marry up with |
tanks on the nsar shore and land with the armd troops
to which they are attached, with the exception that
Two bulldozers will land separately in early waves.
41, (d) In addition, subject to approval of 9 Aust Div, the
following tasks will be effected;-
(i) Reconnoitre and prepare subsidiary tracks or
| clear existing tracks of debris.
ﬂ . (i1) Develop water supply. i
e iy \
LA (iii) Be prepared to assume locality defence if

circumstances warrant it.

42, ... »Anti-disease
Y 05 e S - e

antl-disease precautions will be effected, particul-

~J'f:;f=rly in regard to the treatment of water for consumption
Lo g L d cleansing.

% ?-:
43. Ingtructions will be issued later. : i
INTERCOMN
44. Bde HQ will be established :
| (a) Afloat %
| Bde HQ - Ship

Duplicate HQ

Ship |
(b) Ashore |

i (i) Bde HQ. will land on BROWN TWO BEACH and | 1
| follow the route:-

Road -junction 825825 f
Track junction 829829 |
to area Road junction 825835 ‘

(ii) Turther inﬂtruetiﬁna:ﬂill be issued. | |

S HW C PORTER

Brig.
| | g Comd 24 Aust Inf Bde.
DISTRIEUTION Copy No -
9 Aust Div 1 =

. : 1___ | _afj
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