Michael J. Vlach

The Church
as a Replacement
of Israel:

An Analysis of Supersessicnism

Edition Israelogie Band 2

PETER LANG

Intermaticnaler Verlag der ‘Wissenschaften



TABLE OF CONTENTS

FOREWORD ..ottt tteeseese s eseseesesestesessesensene 11
PREFACE ...ttt sseessere s seens 13
LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS ......ccoooiiiinriireeenreeresececstesneeseeees 15
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION: DEFINING SUPERSESSIONISM ... 17
PUIPOSE ...eouviiiiiiicicniiitccctctccct e 17
Importance of Supersessionism to Theology........ceceeverervereverervennns 20
Doctrine of GOd.......ccceueveereeruereeneeneerieineneeenetesenn e seesee s 21

CRIISEOLOZY ...eveueiirieteeenteeie ettt e et 21

SOtELIOIOZY «..veeeveneieneieeiecteeteeee ettt 22

ECCIESIOIOZY ...vvevertirierrineeierientert et e stetee e st e saes e ssesnesaessnanns 23

ESChatolOZY ...cvevverierierrireereenieniestetesesesnse et esaesseseeseesaesseenne 23

Recent EVENtS.......coccviviviiniincicicniiiccincicinincsscnesieenenes 24

Defining SUPErseSSiONISIM ....cvuvierereererreereeniesresseeseessersesseesesseessassanes 25
Variations within SUpPersessioniSm..........cceveeeevererereereesiecrveneenennen. 27

Punitive SUPErsesSioniSm .........cc.eevereemeereerieeneerseseeeseesessenesnes 27

Economic Supersessionism .........coccvevererererisienenessesisneneeeens 29

Structural SUPETSESSIONISM ....c..eecverueererrerrenrerenrerirerreneessersaenns 31

Variations on the Future of Israel...........cccecvevevervivenencnencineecnnene. 33

CONCIUSION.....eiuireiietintiiieeec ittt ettt s e e 38
CHAPTER 2: SUPERSESSIONISM IN CHURCH HISTORY ............... 41
INtrOAUCHION «...eeeeeeeretieeeeecetcteeterte ettt et 41

The Origin and Acceptance of Supersessionism ..........ceceeeeerverrernnens 43
Increasing Gentile Composition of the Early Church ............... 43

The Church’s Perspective on the Two Destructions of
JEIUSALEIM....ccvcvenieniieeteieecercese ettt es 45



Hermeneutical ISSUES.........ceveuvriereeeerieccceeeeenreeneeeesnseeesseecnsenes 47

Supersessionism in the Patristic Era........cccceveeveeveenenenseercencneennen. 49
JUSHN MATEYT ..ttt e e sse e e ene 51
OFiZEN....uiiuieniieiisiniieeereiete ettt ssc s b e et ssasssssesnes 52
AUGUSHNE «..cvrenreeeeieteseesreeeerrrsesseeestseesse et estessesseessesseessessenns 54

Supersessionism in the Medieval Era........ccccccevemveeeemenncencncncnnennn. 56
MeAIEVal ATt ...coueeeieeieeeceentee ettt et 57
Thomas AQUINAS.......cecceveeeeeerieenirierrereeeeeneetsteseeereestsseseeeeas 58

Supersessionism in the Reformation Era.........ccccecevenercnnceccnnennen. 59
Martin LUther ......ccoeeeveeneinierneeteccccccce e 59
JONN CALVIN ...ttt senes 61
Other REfOTMETS.......ccoueeeereeerireeeeree et 61

Supersessionism in the Modern Era .......ccccceeveeceeevenenscecncecennennnen. 67
Immanuel Kant.........cocovvvniniinniiiiinnnienene 67
Friedrich Schleiermacher ........cccooeveveeverccnnncrerneceeeceeeene 68
Karl Barth......cocoveiineeieeerceeceictieeccctc e 70
The Holocaust and the Modern State of Israel ...........c.cccuueeee. 73
Churches and Denominations Since the Holocaust................... 74
DispensationaliSIm ........ccecerereereerueeeceeneseneeressessesseescesesseneenes 77
Historical Jesus Research.........ccocovivcvinninnininceinincnninncnnae, 79

CONCIUSION....cuetrreeeieniertreete ettt e st et s e e st see e eesee s e eaees 80

CHAPTER 3: THE THEOLOGICAL CASE FOR
SUPERSESSIONISM........ccooiiiieieenrenirennestststeetsesesessesnssessesesasssssssene 83

INtrOAUCHION ..ottt 83

The Hermeneutics of Supersessionism.........cccceceeerereesercncrncrencnnes 84
Interpretive Priority of the New Testament.......c..ccccceceeeucnuennne. 85
Typological Interpretation.........cecceeeeevereeeereeseesenenreeseeescesueenens 88
Non-literal Fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecies................ 94



ACES 2:16-21 it eeeeteeecenrrreeeeeeseesrnereseeseeessennanns 95

AcCtS 15:15-18 et 95

Romans 9:24-26 .........ooevirvuenriiineececniniiteneenenenenennne 97

Theological Arguments of SUPErSESSIONISM ........ceeeererrerreereereeruennes 97

Permanent Rejection of National Israel........cccocvvveverervceunnnee. 98

Matt 21143 ..ot 98

ROM 11:26.c ittt 101

New Testament Silence........ccocevvvverecrenrencneneniencsisnennens 104

Application of Israelite Imagery to the Church.........c.c........... 105

Gl 6:16...ecueeereeieeeiteeieeeeeete ettt 105

ROM 916ttt 109

ROM 2:28-29.....omiiieectiiereetnte et 110

LT PEt2:9-10 ettt et see s 111

Gl 327,29 et re e s nes 114

Unity Between Jews and Gentiles.........coceveeveecevreereeneerneenennees 115

Eph 2:11-22 .ttt 115

Rom 11:17-24 ...ttt 117

Church’s Relationship to the New Covenant (Heb 8:8-13).....118

CONCIUSION......eruirerrereertreestresrerseseeteteseeeeeseeessesteses e ssesessesseseenes 119

CHAPTER 4: THE THEOLOGICAL CASE FOR

NON-SUPERSESSIONISM......cccoceimiritmiiireineieeneestesesteeeseesesesasnaeens 121

INtrodUCHION ..c.eeeeereeeeicececeet ettt saees 121

The Hermeneutics of Non-supersessionism ..........ccoeeeeeveeeerercenenene 122

Old Testament Not Reinterpreted by New Testament.............. 123
Unconditional Promises Not Canceled by Progressive

REVEIALION ....covercicreerieecticrcee ettt ne 126

ISTAEl NOt @ TYPE ..vrveererrereeerrereseeseereneesessteaereeseeeeseassesses 128



Multiple Fulfillment/Application of Old Testament

PIOMUSES ..cueeveneeneeneeenenerentestes e seesesaeteseeseeesessessssessesenaes 130
Theological Arguments of Non-supersessionism..........ccceeveerveeneenen 132
New Testament Keeps Israel and the Church Distinct............. 132
New Testament Affirms a Future for National Israel............... 134
Matt 19:28/Luke 22:30....ccvuecereererenereneieerineeeeneseeenenne 134

Matt 23:37-39/Luke 13:34-35....ccmrreeirecrereeereeennenns 137

LUKE 21:24 ...ttt eaeneasesesseneens 141

ACES 1:6—T ittt 144
ROmaAnS 11 ..ottt 147

Salvific Equality and Functional Distinctions................. 149

Fulfillment of New Covenant with Israel and the

CRUICH ..ttt ettt sne e 151

CONCIUSION......ecrrieeieeienirteteeree et et st stesesseseesesessessesessessassenees 154
CHAPTER 5: EVALUATION OF SUPERSESSIONISM

AND NON-SUPERSESSIONISM .........oooiiiiieirinrenretereneenrensseesessensenens 157

INITOQUCHION «..cvueerenveeieneeeeenereeeeererrsesseeeeeeaeste e sentesse e seseesesanesens 157
Challenges in Evaluating Supersessionism and Non-

SUPETSESSIONISINL c..cuvuvnireenisererteruenneeesstsstenesentesessesseseesessessesseneesens 157

Evaluating the Case for Supersessionism..........cceceererveereecrersenseennens 158

Hermeneutics of SUpersessionism.........c.ceceeeeeevereesureercevenuennes 158

Theological Arguments of Supersessionism ..........ccceceeeevveunne 165

National Israel’s Permanent Rejection..........coveeveeeruennenne 166

Matt 21143 ...ttt as 166

ROM 11:26..ceiiieiiiceceeeeee ettt 168

New Testament Silence........ccocceceeveeeeerceveeseencceeenennne 170

Application of Old Testament Language to the Church........... 172

Gal 6116, 172

ROM 926ttt 175



Rom 2:28-29....covviiiiiiniiiciincnin s 175

LT PEt 2:9-10 ottt esesene 177

GaL 317, 29ttt s 180

Unity Between Jews and Gentiles........ccccoceeeveereceeeerneeneerennennn 181
Eph 2:11-22 oottt 181

ROM 11:17-24.coeiiiieccttieeecnrcnsneseseseseanes 183

New Covenant Fulfilled with the Church.......cccccocereurvucnenacnn. 184
SUMMEATY .eveeirerierreeneeneenneesreeeeessseesesssesssessnesssesssesssessnesssesss 185
Evaluating the Case for Non-supersessionism .........c..ceceeeseercrvennene 185
Hermeneutics of Non-supersessionism ........c.coeveeevuesvenervenens 185
Theological Arguments for Non-supersessionism ................... 188
Distinction between Israel and the Church........................ 188

New Testament Affirms a Future for National Israel........ 189

Matt 19:28/Luke 22:30 .....ccevverireemereereerirnerrenceeenenens 189

Matt 23:39/Luke 13:35 .....ocovviviiriiiicineceiiecinene 190

Luke 21:24 ...ttt 192

ACES 116ttt 194

Romans 11 ...c.cocevimeiiniiiiiiiccntcecicieneeeeceee 196

Salvific Unity and Functional Distinctions ............cccceeueen. 198

New Covenant for both Israel and the Church................... 199
SUMMATY .eveeirirrerireneeeeeessereeeeeessseeseessesssesssesssesssesssssssasssesns 201
CONCIUSION......eruinirueenerenirrereretetste st sreeenestsseesestentsseesessessssessensens 202
BIBLIOGRAPHY ..ottt esessssessssessssssessone 207



