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Uniting three religions and problems of life
and spirituality in modern korean religions

Kim, Nak-Pil
Prof, Wonkwang Univ,

(ABSTRACT)

New religious movement of modern korea appeared when confucian order
gradually fell and outer power and thoughts rushed into modern korea, These
religions are often called as popular religion as they endeavored to suggest a
hopeful vision for popular people suffered from poverty and disease. They
emphasized reformation of confucian order and intented to realize an ideal
society, a happy and wealthy society free from poverty and disease in which
freedom and equality can be sustained. They thought that only one religion
among three traditional religions(confucianism, buddhism and tacism) can not
solve sufficiently various problems about life and spirituality, According to
their thoughts these problems can be solved and whole spirituality and life can
be attained only through uniting three religions harmoniously. Considering
social and historical influences we can notice three religions among new
religions. These three are as follows : Donghak thought of Choi Jewoo(1824-
1864), Jeungsan thought of Kang Ilsoon(1871-1909), and Wonbuddhism of
Park Joongbin(1891-1943).

Choi Jewoo and Kang Ilsoon longed for Shinshun(taoist immortal) and
made much of an ideal society, an equal and wealthy society, This means that
they accepted taoist thought of respecting for life. Two thoughts did not deny

confucian view respecting for moral life, or cultural value, They interested in
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taoist practical theory and social thoughts neglected by confucian intellectuals,
But we can say they are inclined to practical method of popular taoism, as
example magical rites,

Generally speaking Park Joongbin respected for views on historical change
and methods of social reformation suggested by Choi Jewoo and Kang
Ilsoon, But he regarded buddhism as the main body of his teaching, He
suggested the motto of cultivating spirituality, and thought that it is necessary
to revive buddhist thoughts in order to attain cultivating spirituality through
inner enlightenment, There are included taoist thoughts of respecting for life
in his teachings. But he believed in buddhist excellent teachings in various
aspects such as theories on ultimate reality and practical methodology.
According to his opinion it is important for us to enlighten our spirituality
through buddhist teachings.

Pathfinders of modern religions knew confucian limits in attaining whole
life and enlightening spirituality and tried to complement these problems from
buddhism and taoism. This means that they tried to united various viewpoints
of three religions into one, Therefore there remains a difficult problem how

we can accept various elements harmoniously without mutual conflict,

Key words : Life, spirituality, New religions. Uniting three religions.






