THamiL ALPuaget

Forming Letters

Tamil has many letters, but most of them are derived from the 12 vowels and
18 consonants. In the table below, the vowels are the letters in the first row. The consonants
are the lettersin the first column. Some consonants are hard to pronounce on their own.

The other 216 letters are made by combining the sounds of avowel and a
consonant. Even in writing, they are viewed as the addition of avowel and consonant. Ex:

°o H+I9 =&

o |:|+@:L(ﬂ

This fact will be very useful with the grammar.
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= "irregularly written" (see below)

= not commonly used|

For another version of a chart with the dphabet, click here (84 kb).

Note: The @), @, and i characters by themselves are not considered | etters.
What constitutes a letter is whatever appears in one of the above boxes.

VowEL SOWNDS

Words are said to "end in avowe sound" because the fina letter is the
combination of a consonant and avowe. Specificaly, if word issaid to "end in an |

sound”, the final letter of theword is&, M, &,.... If aword endsin an 94 sound, the final
letter isem, ®mim, &,.... The pattern follows for the rest of the vowels.

Asyou can see, lettersending in an2_ or 2a1 sound are each written

differently. In the chart above, Ietters with a green background are written much differently than the other
letters ending in the same vowe sound.

Consonant CLusters

In Tamil, some letters often appear together. The ending vowe sound in each
"consonant cluster" may vary. Some of the letters commonly seen together include:

o %
° b



BEGINNING A WoRD

Words do not begin with ssor or 6r. However, words may begin with 5, but
words do not end with 5. Asaresult, 5 generally appears at the beginning or in the middle
of aword, while ésor and eor generally appear in the middle or at the end of aword.

None of the letters 6vor, 17, 6V, Lp, 6, M, and eor should be the first letter of a
word. Instead, &) must precede the |etter.

PRONUNCTHTON

PRONUNCTHiON

Pronunciation is best learned with someone for whom Thamil is afirst
language. The guide provided below isjust a crude approximation of Thamil sounds using
English words. Even if you learn written Thamil well, having an accent when speaking can
offset alot of your hard work. If you want to be able to speak Thamil without an English (or
French, German, etc.) accent, tape recording yoursalf speaking helps -- and you might be in
for a surprise when you hear youself.

IMPROVING PRONUNCiaFION —— Using Hints

Although you may think of Thamil people's accents as silly when speaking
English, they may help you improve your pronunciation. For (probably) at least 95% of the
people who speak English with a Thamil accent, they pronounce the English words with
Thamil characters. For example, when a person says the word "rice”, what they realy may

be pronouncing is "smy&". Similarly, "pizza' may become "L &m" and "computer" may

become "dBLbLCﬂ%l;l_.ﬂ". Depending on the person, even more can be learned about Thamil
pronunciation.

VOWELS



VowEL Sowps Like EvamPLe OF Sounp IN ENGLSSH
WORD

< short a another

2 long aa al

‘@ short i in

i loneee bee

> short 0o book

2 long 0o 000l

or short ay enter

il long ay ale

& a life

@ short o oboe

@ longo phone

spen 0ou,0W flour

Consonants

Sometimes, |etters are doubled with its consonant sound. In those cases, the
consonant will precede the letter, and the consonant receives an extra emphasis when the
word is said aloud. Also, % and 1 aso pronounced differently if they begin aword.



EyamPLe OF Sounp IN ENCLiS
Consonant Sounps Like ouND IN ENGLiSH
WORD

k (beginning of word, or preceded by

&) bucket
&

h (not preceded by &) hallow
(Bl ng thing

ch (preceded by &) charge
& L[]

s (not preceded by &) sdad
b ny cognac

t (preceded by 1;) tight
L

d (not preceded by L) door
6007 strong n -
b n now

p (beginning of word, or preceded by

L1) pear
u

b (not preceded by L1) bear
o m mom
w y yell
LT r [ed
v ! laugh
6M v have
P ~ -
6]-,' -~ -~

~ (preceded by D) -
m L]

strong r (not preceded by M) ~
o1 n win

Consonants Vs, "poveLep" Consonandts




SiNGLE Consonant DovBLed CoNSONANYS
FTFHLD FHTHPHLD
hear word hear word
HTF &MUIF &6V
hear word hear word
LIn(® L (p)
hear word hear word
H1S) 555l
hear word hear word
LISoTLIT(R) SILILIGTLD
hear word hear word
LOMLOT OILDLOT
hear word hear word
63 LILLIGOT Olg minwum
hear word hear word

& 66V 320000 ]
hear word hear word
B ereor Beiaisney
hear word hear word
L6l Li6T 61f]
hear word hear word
LIem6 Wi

hear word hear word
F6oTl Seor 6ot
hear word hear word

Consonant CLuster Sounps

Some sounds only happen in consonant clusters. They are listed below.

EyampPLe OF Sounp IN

Consonant CLuster Sowwps Like . EyamPLE N THamIL
ENGLISH WoRD
. BhIHLD
[LYfS hard ng gong
hear word
6ha soft ng change LDEh Fal

hear word




NUMBERS (1—100) & Fractions

NWMBERS 1—19

Many words for numbers are exceptions to the general pattern of words.
[5Te0T(J, is one of the few words where the "hard ng" sound is not made with mi%. The same

istrue for al numbers ending in "mmsor".

NUMBERS 1—19

69601 M) 1
Klyewoi () 2
eLPEOT M) 3
IBIT60T () 4
Bh S 5
<2bDI 6
TP 7
6TL_ () 8
QLG 9
US S 10
Sl Qeormest ) 11
LieoTy6w0T () 12
ugleLpeor m 13
WELIEIIE;) 14
uSlemeoth Bl 15
udlsorm my 16
LI Geor (L) 17
uFGlor” (5 18
WEACESCoTESY, 19

= irregular|




""’ENSH

NUMBERS 20—100

"Tens"

Qmus) 20
(LIS 30
BTDLS 40
LDLI G| 50
SIMILD 60
QEN 70
6T60OTLI B 80
Olg 50T ST M| 90
BITmI 100

= irregular|

We 4till need to know how to say numbers like 42 and 87. Many things
determine how to form the word for these numbers, such as whether the tens digit is 9,
whether the units is 9, and whether the word for the units digit begins with a vowe. Some of
this can be simplified once a generd pattern for adding suffixes is learned. Once you learn
how to add suffixes, then go to Appendix B. Until then, hold tight.

Frac+ions

Fractions

&HIT6V 14
DI6emI 1/2
(Lp& SM6V 3/4
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