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Iranians take rebel Kurdish town

From Liz Thurgood

in Tehran
The Iranian Armed Forces
entered==tire* rebel - Kurdish

simnghnld of Mahabad:
day under the cover of Phan-
tom F4 jet fighters.

The Army’s entry came after
seven hours of suslained aerial
bombardment around the small
town in Western Iran. Amnnﬁ
the jels’ targets wesesthe I
garrison, a school, and a bank.
Rebhel hilltop positions, quickly

also were

It was not known last night
how many people had died in
il{eslerdays fighting, but the

urds say that more than 600
peopte have been killed in
almost three weeks of bitter
fighting with the central auth.
orities.

The rebels, vowmg to con-
tinue their struggle, fled into
the surrounding hills as
armoured personnel carriers,
backed by columns of troops,

rumbled Into the town from
the north-east,

Witnesses reported many
casualties and huge columns of
hlack smoke spiralling from
the bombed Ku arsenal
where tanks smd—irenvy vehi-
cles, seized from ‘the Ammy
after the Shah's flight, smoul-
dered last night. But the flee
ing Kurds repartzdly maruged
to leep=m light
weapons ufter a general eva-
cuation order early in the
morning. Vowing to be * your
nightly guests,” the Kurds pro-
mse a most certai lems
for Ayatollah Khomeini
and his Government.

The Kurds, it seemed, ori-
ginally =trmd=tried to defend
their town with antl-aircraft
uns  on  hillteps.  Inside

ahabad, Kurdish gunmen fired
at_Government aircraft from
behi curtained windows as
women and children took
shelter in makeshift bunkers
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or streamed out of {own.
ut the Kurds were no
h  for ehe= Government
which during the past week
cancentrated more than 100
banks. mostly American M-47s,
a tightening noose arn.m(‘
Mahabad Mahabad was a'most
empty when the Urumieh €4th
Division drove in shortly after
noon yesterday.
— ———
CHOLERA has killed five
a«l:uplc and threatens all Iran,
e Health Ministry said shes=
terday. Tehran was among 20
cities where more than 200
cases of a strain of chalera,
had been reported,
— Pe—
Josters still hung from walls
urging lhe Kurds to, be pre-
pare “or iave
xhalkhai"' reference 1o
the Aya‘tullalls judge  whose
summary justice in the western
va]nce has sent 30 Kurds
efore Islamic firing squades
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In Tehran, meanwhile, a
Ry dish delantlon report \ly
was distributing coples of an
appez! 10 dl( nrnen
negoliatums In
Iranian leader

essage that those Kurds

who returned to the armesef

the nation would be wel

treated, but those who refused

would 'be considered traitors
nnd “ given due punishment.”

Unlike earlier Government
vietories in Kurdistan, lhe lall

of Mahabad wes=Seen=as
ous psychological blow m Ihe
Kurdish struggle for autanomy.
Mherlenond

an  in-
dependent republic after the
Second World War, was where

the Kurdlsh pulse beat hardest, Ku

and satil=secently was home fo
1he Kurdish Democratic Party
Icad eishige

With the fall of Mahabad
Baneh
appeared to be the Iranian

apparently complete,

for & ]
f miles nutslde the smnll town,

military’s nem m'get Colonel
es| al
mo M e% e o

believed to ‘have been a key
supply post.
The reeamure of Baneh
s difficult. Unlike
Mn abad, which Iay in rolling
agricultural md asphalt
roads, Baneh is turh in moun-
tainous ‘terrain and meaﬁbl
only by dirt tracks

In ‘Tehran; the Government

spokesman was quoted yester-

as saying_that four Israeli

ers, two Iraqi officers, and

n Frenehmnn with false press

credentials had been arrested in

rdistan, '1‘ s, Mr Sadegh

Labatahai s was adequate

proof of the forelgn, Zionist-
inspire " plot against Iran.

Meanwhile, unknowll gunmen
have destroyed part of a rail-
way bridge in the oilrich pro-

O MILES a0f

vince of Khuzestan where
Arabspeaking Iranians fought
huterly ea.rher =Ar=Hre=summer
‘with forces loyal to Khomeind,

The ﬁrst article of Iran's
new Constitution was ap% roved
yesterday by the Assembly of

Experts, heavv:ly weighted in
the mosque’s favour. Only a
minor amendment was made to
the article saying that Iran is
an Islamde republic, bet=the
voting pattern (84 to three
with ~ three ahmn ns) was
expee{ed to be vndely repeated
in coming weeks.
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