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Park and ride winners
Ranked by percentage of votes.

Best Park
Cedar Point Sandusky, Ohio 28%
Islands of Adventure Orlando, Fla. 18% 
Knoebels Amusement Resort Elysburg, Pa. 9%

Best Waterpark
Schlitterbahn New Braunfels, Texas 48%
Splashin’ Safari Santa Claus, Ind. 17%
Blizzard Beach Orlando, Fla. 9%

Friendliest Park Staff
Holiday World Santa Claus, Ind.  60%
Knoebels Amusement Resort Elysburg, Pa. 8%
Cedar Point Sandusky, Ohio 6%

Capacity (fastest moving lines)
Cedar Point Sandusky, Ohio 45%
Disneyland Anaheim, Calif. 10%
Europa Park  Rust, Germany 9%

Cleanest Park
Holiday World Santa Claus, Ind. 40%
Disneyland Anaheim, Calif. 9%
Busch Gardens Williamsburg Williamsburg, Va. 8%

Best Landscaping
Busch Gardens Williamsburg Williamsburg, Va. 37%
Efteling Kaatsheuvel, Netherlands 17%
Bonfante Gardens Gilroy, Calif. 6%

Best Shows
Fiesta Texas San Antonio, Texas 29%
Busch Gardens Williamsburg Williamsburg, Va. 11%
Silver Dollar City Orlando, Fla. 8%

Best Food
Knoebels Amusement Resort Elysburg, Pa. 28%
Silver Dollar City Branson, Mo. 11% 
Busch Gardens Williamsburg Williamsburg, Va. 10%

Best Dark Ride
Amazing Advs. Spiderman Islands of Adventure 31%
Haunted Mansion Knoebels Amusement Resort 13%
Haunted Mansion Disneyland 9%

Best Water Ride (Amusement Park)
Dudley Do-Right’s Ripsaw Falls Islands of Adventure 16%
Valhalla Blackpool Pleasure Beach 15%
Popeye & Bluto’s Bilge-rat Barges Islands of Adventure 6% 

Best Kid’s Area
Paramount’s Kings Island Kings Mills, Ohio 38%
Legoland Carlsbad, Calif. 6%
Idlewild Ligonier, Pa. 5%

Best Waterpark Ride
Master Blaster Schlitterbahn 34%
Zoombabwe Splashin’ Safari 32%
Summit Plummit Blizzard Beach 7%

Best Souvenirs
Knoebels Amusement Resort Elysburg, Pa. 16%
Cedar Point Sandusky, Ohio 13%
Islands of Adventure Orlando, Fla. 8%

Best Games Area
Cedar Point Sandusky, Ohio 19%
Parmount’s Kings Island Kings Mills, Ohio 11%
Disney’s California Adventure Anaheim, Calif. 8%

Best Themed or Background Music
Islands of Adventure Orlando, Fla. 38%
Disney’s California Adventure Anaheim, Calif. 10%
Efteling Kaatsheuvel, Netherlands 7%

Most Classic or Distinctive Coaster Station
Cyclone, Lakeside Park Denver, Colo. 22%
Racer, Kennywood West Mifflin, Pa. 12%
Dueling Dragons, Islands of Adventure Orlando, Fla. 11% 
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Amusement Today’s annual Golden Ticket Awards were 
bestowed upon all first-place finishers in each category. Amusement 
Today congratulates the many fine parks that won or placed in this 
year’s categories. We also would like to thank the many people who 
took the time to return our survey forms and participate in the poll-
ing process. If you were not selected to vote, and would like your 
name added to the selection list, please drop us a postcard and we’ll 
be glad to add your name to next year’s ballot list. Remember, 
industry employees are ineligible to vote. AT also would like to 
thank our advertisers for their help in making this Bonus Section 
possible.

Thanks also go to Tim Baldwin for his countless hours in tabu-
lating the poll results and to Ted Davidson and his staff at Corporate 
Graphics in Arlington, Texas, for the design and printing of the 
Golden Ticket Awards.

Amusement Today is an independent newspaper, published 
monthly by Amusement Today Inc., P.O. Box 5427, Arlington, Texas 
76005-5427. For subscription information, or to order extra copies 
call: (817) 460-7220.
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The List
Top 25 wood roller coasters

PARKYEAR POINTS

Raven

Shivering Timbers

Boulder Dash

Legend

Phoenix

GhostRider

Beast

Texas Giant

Megafobia

Rampage

Lightning Racer

Comet

Cyclone

Georgia Cyclone

Thunderbolt

Colossos

The Boss

Cornball Express

Villain

Tonnerre de Zeus

Tremors

Twister

Grand National

Viper

Wildcat

1995

1998

2000

2000

1985

1998

1979

1990

1996

1998

2000

1994

1927

1990

1968

2001

2000

2001

2000

1997

1999

1999

1935

1995

1996

Holiday World

Michigan’s Adventure

Lake Compounce

Holiday World

Knoebels Amusement Resort

Knott’s Berry Farm

Parmount’s Kings Island

Six Flags Over Texas

Oakwood Leisure Park

Visionland

Hersheypark

The Great Escape

Astroland (Coney Island)

Six Flags Over Georgia

Kennywood

Heide Park

Six Flags St. Louis

Indiana Beach

Six Flags Worlds of Adventure

Parc Asterix

Silverwood

Knoebels Amusement Resort

Blackpool Pleasure Beach

Six Flags Great America

Hersheypark

838

788

764

661

604

570

394

363

328

321

307

278

244

221

218

216

200

166

153

152

149

147

118

116

113

LOCATION

Santa Claus, Ind.

Muskegon, Mich.

Bristol, Conn.

Santa Claus, Ind.

Elysburg, Pa.

Buena Park, Calif.

Kings Mills, Ohio

Arlington, Texas

Pembrookshire, Wales

Bessemer, Ala.

Hershey, Pa.

Lake George, N.Y.

Brooklyn, N.Y.

Atlanta, Ga.

West Mifflin, Pa.

Soltau, Germany

St. Louis, Mo.

Monticello, Ind.

Aurora, Ohio

Plailly, France

Athol, Idaho

Elysburg, Pa.

Blackpool, England

Gurnee, Ill.

Hershey, Pa.

Amusement Today also presents the next 25 wooden coasters as determined by points.                                                                                                                                          
                                        26: Giant Dipper (Santa Cruz), 27: Coaster (PNE Playland), 28: Mega Zeph (Jazzland), 29: Grizzly (PKD), 30: Timberwolf (WOF), 31: Cyclone (SFNE), 32: Roar 

(SFMW), 
33: Thunder Coaster (Tusenfryd); 34 tie: Blue Streak (Cedar Point), Gwazi (BGT); 36: Timber Terror (Silverwood), 37:Jack Rabbit (Kennywood);  38: Son of Beast (PKI), 

39: Thunder Run (SFKK), 40: Mean Streak (Cedar Point), 41: Texas Cyclone (AstroWorld); 42: Big Dipper (SFWoA), 43 tie: Giant Dipper (Belmont), Roar (SFA); 
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3195 Penn Avenue  

Hatfield, Pa. 19440 

Tel: (215) 799-2155  

Fax: (215) 799-2158

PHILADELPHIA TOBOGGAN COASTERS INC.

The Top 10 Wooden Coasters
All Use The Number One Coaster Trains!

Because Their Business Is Riding On It!

RANK NAME
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The List
Top 25 steel roller coasters

NAME PARKYEAR POINTS

Millennium Force

Superman Ride of Steel

Magnum XL-200

Nitro

Apollo’s Chariot

Steel Force

Phantom’s Revenge

Expedition GeForce

Montu

Superman Ride of Steel

Dueling Dragons

Raptor

Alpengeist

Goliath

Raging Bull

Superman Ride of Steel

Incredible Hulk

Nemesis

Kumba

X

The Big One

Mindbender

Titan

Mamba

Superman Krypton Coaster

2000

2000

1989

2001

1999

1997

2001/1991

2001

1996

1999

1999

1994

1997

2000

1999

2000

1999

1994

1993

2002

1994

1978

2001

1998

2000

RANK

1
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13

14 tie

14 tie

16
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24 tie

24 tie

Cedar Point

Six Flags New England

Cedar Point

Six Flags Great Adventure

Busch Gardens Williamsburg

Dorney Park

Kennywood

Holiday Park

Busch Gardens Tampa

Six Flags Darien Lake

Islands of Adventure

Cedar Point

Busch Gardens Williamsburg

Six Flags Magic Mountain

Six Flags Great America

Six Flags America

Islands of Adventure

Alton Towers

Busch Gardens Tampa

Six Flags Magic Mountain

Blackpool Pleasure Beach

Six Flags Over Georgia

Six Flags Over Texas

Worlds of Fun

Fiesta Texas

970

897

723

398

359

353

330

329

303

303

267

247

244

243

243

224

213

203

188

169

137

131

128

102

102

LOCATION

Sandusky, Ohio

Agawam, Mass.

Sandusky, Ohio

Jackson, N.J.

Williamsburg, Va.

Allentown, Pa.

West Mifflin, Pa.

Hassloch, Germany

Tampa, Fla.

Darien Center, N.Y.

Orlando, Fla.

Sandusky, Ohio.

Williamsburg, Va.

Valencia, Calif.

Gurnee, Ill.

Largo, Md.

Orlando, Fla.

Staffordshire, England

Tampa, Fla.

Valencia, Calif.

Blackpool, England

Atlanta, Ga.

Arlington, Tex. 

Kansas City, Mo.

San Antonio, Tex.

2 Golden Tickets
2 Top 25 Coasters BEST SOUVENIRSV.
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BEST FOOD

KNOEBELS

Thank you readers of  Amusement Today!

2002

Amusement Today also presents the next 25 steel coasters as determined by points.
26: Medusa (SFGAd), 27: Goliath (Six Flags Holland), 28: Volcano (PKD), 29: California Screamin’ (DCA), 30: Mind Bender (Galaxyland), 31: Big Bad Wolf (BGW), 32: Desperado
 (Buffalo Bill’s), 33: Superman Ultimate Flight (SFOG), 34: Superman the Escape (SFMM), 35:Wildfire (SDC), 36 tie: Shock Wave (SFOT), Superman Ultimate Escape (SFWoA), 

38: Riddler’s Revenge (SFMM), 39 tie: Magnum Force (Flamingoland), Air (Alton Towers); 41: Mr. Freeze (SFOT), 42:  Hypersonic XLC (PKD); 43: Top Gun (PGA) 44 tie: Batman Knight 
Flight (SFWoA), Kraken (SeaWorld Fla.), 46: Top Gun (PC), 47: Matterhorn (Disneyland), 48: Steel Eel (SeaWorld Texas),  49: Xcelerator (Knott’s); 50: Rock n’ Roller Coaster (WDW).
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