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Park and Ride Winners Ranked by percentage of votes cast

Best  Park

Cedar Point    Sandusky, Ohio  30%
Islands of Adventure   Orlando, Fla.              15%
Blackpool Pleasure Beach  Blackpool, England  12%

Best Waterpark

Schlitterbahn    New Braunfels, Texas  47%
Splashin’ Safari   Santa Claus, Ind.  23%
Wildwater Kingdom   Allentown, Pa.     6%

Friendliest Park Staff

Holiday World    Santa Claus, Ind.  61%
Knoebels Amusement Resort  Elysburg, Pa.      10%
Paramount’s Kings Dominion  Doswell, Va.     3%

Cleanest Park

Holiday World    Santa Claus, Ind.  45%
Disneyland    Anaheim, Calif.  10%
Busch Gardens Williamsburg  Williamsburg, Va.    7%

Best Shows

Fiesta Texas    San Antonio, Texas  32%
Busch Gardens Williamsburg  Williamsburg, Va.  13%
Dollywood    Pigeon Forge, Tenn.    8%
Silver Dollar City   Branson, Mo.     8%

Best Food

Knoebels Amusement Resort  Elysburg, Pa.   30%
Silver Dollar City   Branson, Mo.   13%
Busch Gardens Williamsburg  Williamsburg, Va.  10%

Best Landscaping

Busch Gardens Williamsburg  Williamsburg, Va.  37%
Efteling    Kaatsheuvel, The Netherlands  23%
Bonfante Gardens   Gilroy, Calif.     7%
Alton Towers    Staffordshire, England   7%

Best Water Ride

Valhalla    Blackpool Pleasure Beach 23%
Dudley Do Right’s Ripsaw Falls Islands of Adventure  14%
Popeye and Bluto’s Bilge-rat Barges Islands of Adventure    6%

Best Kid’s Area

Paramount’s Kings Island  Kings Mills, Ohio  47%
Islands of Adventure   Orlando, Fla.     8%
Paramount’s Kings Dominion  Doswell, Va.     7%

Best Waterpark Ride
Zinga     Splashin’ Safari  27%
Master Blaster    Schlitterbahn   26%
Zoombabwe    Splashin’ Safari  16%

Most Beautiful Park

Busch Gardens Williamsburg  Williamsburg, Va.  38%
Efteling    Kaatsheuvel, The Netherlands 22%
Europa Park    Rust, Germany    8%

Most Beautiful Waterpark

Schlitterbahn    New Braunfels, Texas  24%
Typhoon Lagoon   Orlando, Fla.   18%
Blizzard Beach   Orlando, Fla.   17%

 In an effort to continue 
the introduction of new 
Golden Ticket categories each 
year, Amusement Today has 
elected to place some awards 
on a three-year rotation for 
voting.
 Last year, AT introduced 
Best Souvenirs, Best Games 
Area, Best Themed or 
Background Music and Most 
Classic or Distinctive Coaster 
Station as new categories. 
They will not be voted on 
again until 2005.
 This year, AT debuted the 

Certain awards get three-year format

Three-year format awards
Ranked by percentage of votes.

Capacity
Cedar Point Sandusky, Ohio 53%
Disneyland Anaheim, Calif. 8% 
Magic Kingdom, WDW Resort Orlando, Fla. 6% 

Best Dark Ride
Amazing Adventures...Spider-man Islands of Adventure 34%
Haunted Mansion Knoebels Amusement Resort 20%
Dream Flight (Droom Vulcht) Efteling 8%

Best Non-Coaster Ride
Giant Drops Intamin/Ride Trade 20%
Amazing Adventures...Spider-man Islands of Adventure 14%
Tower of Terror Disney-MGM 8%

Best Theming of an Attraction
Dueling Dragons Islands of Adventure 27%
Indiana Jones...Forbidden Eye Disneyland 14%
Tower of Terror Disney-MGM 10%

winner for Best Non-Coaster 
Ride. Three yearly categories 
were moved to the three-year 
format: Best Park Capacity; 
Best Dark Ride and Best 
Theming of an Attraction. 
These categories will not be 
voted on again until 2005.
 Three new yearly catego-
ries were introduced this year: 
Most Beautiful Park, Most 
Beautiful Waterpark and 
Publisher’s Pick, a special 
Golden Ticket Award selected 
by Amusement Today Publisher 
Gary Slade.
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The List
Top 50 wooden roller coasters

PARK YEAR POINTS

Raven

Shivering Timbers

Boulder Dash

Phoenix

Legend

GhostRider

Lightning Racer

Beast

Megafobia

Texas Giant

Colossos

Grand National

Cornball Express

Comet

Rampage

Cyclone

The Boss

Georgia Cyclone

Thunderbolt

Tonnerre de Zeus

Twister

Tremors

Viper

Coaster

Texas Cyclone

1995

1998

2000

1985

2000

1998 

2000

1979

1996

1990

2001

1935

2001

1994

1998

1927

2000

1990

1968

1997

1999

1999

1995

1958

1976

Holiday World

Michigan’s Adventure

Lake Compounce

Knoebels Amusement Resort

Holiday World

Knott’s Berry Farm

Hersheypark

Paramount’s Kings Island

Oakwood Leisure Park

Six Flags Over Texas

Heide Park

Blackpool Pleasure Beach

Indiana Beach

The Great Escape

Visionland

Astroland (Coney Island)

Six Flags St. Louis

Six Flags Over Georgia

Kennywood

Parc Asterix

Knoebels Amusement Resort

Silverwood

Six Flags Great America

Playland

AstroWorld

1114

912

892

823

724

437

427

422

421

415

335

314

304

284

279

269

237

225

194

180

177

168

139

130

129

LOCATION

Santa Claus, Ind.

Muskegon, Mich.

Bristol, Conn.

Elysburg, Pa.

Santa Claus, Ind.

Buena Park, Calif.

Hershey, Pa.

Kings Mills, Ohio

Pembrokshire, Wales

Arlington, Texas

Soltau, Germany

Blackpool, England

Monticello, Ind.

Lake George, N.Y.

Bessemer, Ala.

Brooklyn, N.Y.

St. Louis, Mo.

Atlanta, Ga.

West Mifflin, Pa.

Plailly, France

Elysburg, Pa.

Athtol, Idaho

Gurnee, Ill.

Vancouver, British Columbia

Houston, Texas

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

RANK NAME
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SUPPLIER

CCI

CCI

CCI

Dinn/PTC

CCI

CCI

GCII

Dinn

CCI

Dinn

Intamin

Paige

CCI

Schmeck-PTC

CCI

Keenan/Baker

CCI

Dinn/Summers

Vettel/Miller

CCI

Fetterman/Knoebels

CCI

Starkey/Six Flags

Phare

Cobb

Thank you readers of  Amusement Today honoring our Megafobia as a Top 10 coaster!
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PARK YEAR POINTS

Ozark Wildcat

Villain

Wildcat

Giant Dipper

Timberwolf

Timber Terror

Grizzly

Cylcone

Excalibur

Thunder Run

Blue Streak

Son of Beast

Wild Mouse

Roar

Screechin’ Eagle

(Loup Garou) Werewolf

Jack Rabbit

Thunder Coaster

Gwazi

Racer

Roar

Cyclops

Hurricane

Mean Streak

MegaZeph

2003

2000

1996

1924

1989

1996

1982

1983

1998

1990

1964

2000

1958

1998

1938

2001

1921

2001

1999

1927

1999

1995

2000

1991

2000

Celebration City

Six Flags Worlds of Adventure

Hersheypark

Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk

Worlds of Fun

Silverwood

Parmount’s Kings Dominion

Six Flags New England

Funtown/Splashtown USA

Six Flags Kentucky Kingdom

Cedar Point

Paramount’s Kings Island

Blackpool Pleasure Beach

Six Flags America

LeSourdsville Lake

Six Flags Belgium

Kennywood

Tusenfryd

Busch Gardens Tampa

Kennywood

Six Flags Marine World

Big Chief’s Cart & Coaster World

Boomers

Cedar Point

Six Flags New Orleans

121

112

104

97

89

78

76

69

60

54

54

49

49

48

45

45

44

42

41

41

41

37

37

36

35

LOCATION

Branson, Mo.

Aurora, Ohio

Hershey, Pa.

Santa Cruz, Calif.

Kansas City, Mo.

Athol, Idaho

Doswell, Va.

Agawam, Mass.

Saco, Maine

Louisville, Ky.

Sandusky, Ohio

Kings Mills, Ohio

Blackpool, England

Largo, Md.

Middletown, Ohio

Wavre, Belgium

West Mifflin, Pa.

Vinterbro, Norway

Tampa, Fla.

West Mifflin, Pa.

Vallejo, Calif.

Wisconsin Dells, Wis.

Dania Beach, Fla.

Sandusky, Ohio

New Orleans, La.

RANK NAME SUPPLIER

GCII

CCI

GCII

Prior & Church/Looff

Dinn/Summers

CCI

Summers/KECO

Cobb

CCI

Dinn/Summers

Hoover/PTC

Stengel/Parmount

Blackpool PB

GCII

Miller

Vekoma

Miller/Baker

Vekoma

GCII

Miller/PTC

GCII

CCI

 Coaster Works

Dinn

CCI

The List
Top 50 wooden roller coasters
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26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35 (tie)

35 (tie)

37 (tie)

37 (tie)

39

40 (tie)

40 (tie)

42

43

44 (tie)

44 (tie)

44 (tie)

47 (tie)

47 (tie)

49

50
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The List
Top 50 steel roller coasters

PARK YEAR POINTS

Superman Ride of Steel

Millennium Force

Expedition GeForce

Magnum XL-200

Apollo’s Chariot

Nitro

Nemesis

Phantom’s Revenge

Superman Ride of Steel

Raptor

Top Thrill Dragster

Montu

Superman Ride of Steel

Dueling Dragons

X

Steel Force

Raging Bull

Goliath

Goliath

Alpengeist

Incredible Hulk

Kumba

Euro-Mir

Air

Superman Krypton Coaster

2000

2000

2001

1989

1999

2001

1994

2001/1991

1999

1994

2003

1996

2000

1999

2002

1997

1999

2000

2001

1997

1999

1993

1997

2002

2000

Six Flags New England

Cedar Point

Holiday Park

Cedar Point

Busch Gardens Williamsburg

Six Flags Great Adventure

Alton Towers

Kennywood

Six Flags Darien Lake

Cedar Point

Cedar Point

Busch Gardens Tampa

Six Flags America

Islands of Adventure

Six Flags Magic Mountain

Dorney Park

Six Flags Great America

Six Flags Magic Mountain

Six Flags Holland

Busch Gardens Williamsburg

Islands of Adventure

Busch Gardens Tampa

Europa Park

Alton Towers

Fiesta Texas

1177

1093

794

789

538

527

361

353

320

315

298

278

272

257

243

242

239

184

183

183

179

148

147

140

138

LOCATION

Agawam, Mass.

Sandusky, Ohio

Hassloch, Germany

Sandusky, Ohio

Williamsburg, Va.

Jackson, N.J. 

Staffordshire, England

West Mifflin, Pa.

Darien Center, N.Y.

Sandusky, Ohio

Sandusky, Ohio

Tampa, Fla.

Largo, Md.

Orlando, Fla.

Valencia, Calif.

Allentown, Pa.

Gurnee, Ill.

Valencia, Calif.

Flevo, The Netherlands

Williamsburg, Va.

Orlando, Fla.

Tampa, Fla.

Rust, Germany

Staffordshire, England

San Antonio, Texas

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19 (tie)

19 (tie)

21 

22

23

24

25

RANK NAME SUPPLIER

Intamin

Intamin

Intamin

Arrow

B & M

B & M

B & M

Morgan/Arrow

Intamin

B & M

Intamin

B & M

Intamin

B & M

Arrow

Morgan

B & M

Giovanola

Intamin

B & M

B & M

B & M

Mack

B & M

B & M
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PARK YEAR POINTS

Mind Bender

Titan

Volcano

Big One

Mr. Freeze

Mamba

Colossus

Hypersonic XLC

Shock Wave

Xcelerator

Medusa

Mindbender 

Superman Ultimate Flight

Top Gun

Wildfire

Riddler’s Revenge

Big Bad Wolf

California Screamin’

Magnum Force

Superman The Escape

Top Gun

Superman Ultimate Escape

Kraken

Desperado

Wicked Twister

1978

2001

1998

1994

1998

1998

2002

2001

1978

2002

1999

1985

2002

1999

2001

1998

1984

2001

2000

1997

1993

2000

2000

1993

2002

Six Flags Over Georgia

Six Flags Over Texas

Paramount’s Kings Dominion

Blackpool Pleasure Beach

Six Flags Over Texas

Worlds of Fun

Thorpe Park

Paramount’s Kings Dominion

Six Flags Over Texas

Knott’s Berry Farm

Six Flags Great Adventure

Galaxyland

Six Flags Over Georgia

Paramount’s Carowinds

Silver Dollar City

Six Flags Magic Mountain

Busch Gardens Williamsburg

Disney’s California Adventure

Flamingoland

Six Flags Magic Mountain

Paramount’s Great America

Six Flags Worlds of Adventure

SeaWorld Orlando

Buffalo Bill’s Hotel and Casino

Cedar Point

137

131

122

111

97

95

90

87

80

79

68

67

64

60

59

56

47

43

39

37

37

35

31

30

28

LOCATION

Atlanta, Ga.

Arlington, Texas

Doswell, Va.

Blackpool, England

Arlington, Texas

Kansas City, Mo.

Chertsey, England

Doswell, Va.

Arlington, Texas

Buena Park, Calif.

Jackson, N.J.

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Atlanta, Ga.

Charlotte, N.C.

Branson, Mo.

Valencia, Calif.

Williamsburg, Va.

Anaheim, Calif.

Malton, England

Valencia, Calif.

Santa Clara, Calif.

Aurora, Ohio

Orlando, Fla.

Primm, Nev.

Sandusky, Ohio

 26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45 (tie)

45 (tie)

47

48

49 

50

RANK NAME SUPPLIER

Schwarzkopf

Giovanola

Intamin

Arrow

Premier Rides

Morgan

Intamin

S & S

Schwarzkopf

Intamin

B & M

Schwarzkopf

B & M

B & M

B & M

B & M

Arrow

Intamin

Schwarzkopf

Intamin

B & M

Intamin

B & M

Arrow

Intamin

The List
Top 50 steel roller coasters
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