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Cantonese in Vietnam from 15th century to 17th century

Li Qingxin

Abstract:Vietnam was one of the oversea regions that
Cantonese developed frequent mercantile activity and close connections.
In the Ming period many Cantonese traded and lived in the Vietnam cities
like Dongjing, Huian, Fuxian, and Xinzhou, and further expanded their
business to Japan and many other Southeast Asian regions. They thus played
an important role in the maritime trade of Asia at that time. In the
transitting period from Ming to Qing, Yang Yangdi, Chen Shangchuan, Mao
Jiu and many other political Chinese immigrants entered Vietnam in a large
scale and found their residence in Meiqiu of Nangi, Bianhe and Hexian.
The characteristic “mingxiang” Ming s county)community and prosperious
towns established by them made positive contribution to the economic
expansion and social progress of Vietnam. Cantonese, like Chinese from
other areas, gradually joined the local society and become Huazu, a new
minority of Vietnam.

Key words: Canton; Vietnam; trade; immigration; cultural exchange
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