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Biographical Note  
 
Grover Sanders Krantz was born on November 5, 1931 to Swedish immigrants in Salt 
Lake City, Utah and spent his childhood in Salt Lake City and Rockford, Illinois. His 
undergraduate studies began at the University of Utah in 1949 but were postponed in 
1951 by 18 months of service in the United States Air Force. After being honorably 
discharged, Krantz attended the University of California, Berkeley and earned his 
bachelor's and master's degrees in Anthropology. In 1970, he earned his doctorate in 
physical anthropology from the University of Minnesota.  
 
From 1968-1998, Krantz served as a professor of physical anthropology at Washington 
State University in Pullman, Washington. He was considered a leading authority in 
hominoid evolution and an expert on primate bone structure, specializing in the 
reconstruction and casting of hominid fossils. Among his numerous publications are the 
books Climatic Races and Descent Groups, The Process of Human Evolution, and 
Geographical Development of European Languages. Publicly known for his interest in 
cryptozoology, Krantz was one of the first established researchers to pursue the question 
of Bigfoot, or Sasquatch, from a scientific approach. Other research interests included the 
origin of language and speech, sex identification of skeletons, and early human 
immigration into America. 
 
After a battle with pancreatic cancer, Krantz passed away on February 14, 2002. At his 
request, his remains were sent to the University of Tennessee's Anthropology Research 
Facility, where scientists performed skeletal research of great forensic value. His bones 
were processed and sent to the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural 
History to be used in an educational capacity. In 2010, Grover Krantz's skeleton and that 
of his Irish Wolfhound Clyde were mounted in the museum’s exhibit, “Written in Bone: 
Forensic Files of the 17th-Century Chesapeake.” 
 
Sources Consulted 
 
“Dr. Grover Krantz.” Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History. Accessed  

September 30, 2011. http://anthropology.si.edu/writteninbone/grover_krantz.html 
“Grover S. Krantz, 70, Port Angeles, Wash.” Lewiston Morning Tribune (Lewiston, ID),  

February 16, 2002. 
Krantz, Grover. “Curriculum Vitae.” 
Ruane, Michael E. “Natural History Museum Grants Professor’s Dying Wish: A Display  

of his Skeleton.” Washington Post, August 11, 2012. Accessed April 12, 2012. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/04/10/ 
AR2009041003357.html. 

“Sasquatch expert Grover Krantz dies at age 70.” Spokesman-Review (Spokane, WA),   
February 19, 2002. 
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Chronology 
 
1931  Born November 5 in Salt Lake City, Utah to Carl Victor Emmanuel  
  Krantz and Esther Maria (Sanders) Krantz 
 
1949   Begins undergraduate studies at University of Utah 
 
1951-1952 Serves in the United States Air Force at Clovis, New Mexico as a desert  

survival instructor 
 
1953  Transfers from University of Utah to University of California, Berkeley;  

Marries Patricia Howland 
 
1955   Receives B.A. in Anthropology from UC Berkeley 
 
1958  Receives M.A. in Anthropology from UC Berkeley 
 
1959  Marries Joan Brandson 
 
1960-1966 Works as Museum Technician, R.H. Lowie Museum of Anthropology, UC  
  Berkeley  
 
1964  Marries Evelyn Einstein 
 
1966-1968 Works as Visiting Lecturer, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis 
 
1968   Begins work as Assistant Professor in the Anthropology Department,  
  Washington State University 
 
1971  Receives Ph.D. in Anthropology from University of Minnesota,   
  Minneapolis with the publication of his dissertation “The Origin of Man” 
 
1972  Promoted to Associate Professor in the Anthropology Department,  

Washington State University 
 
1973  Starts serving on Editorial Board, Northwest Anthropological Research  

Notes 
 
1979  Starts serving on Editorial Board, Evolutionary Theory 
 
1982  Serves as founding member and member of the Board of Directors for  
  the International Society of Cryptozoology (ISC); Marries Diane Horton 
 
1984  Due to high scores on the Miller Analogy Test, is accepted into Intertel, an  

organization that accepts only individuals who have scored at or above the 
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99th percentile on a standardized IQ test 
 
1987  Appears in well-publicized creationism vs. evolution debate with Duane  
  Gish, Washington State University 
 
1988  Organizes and chairs Early Man symposium at the American   
  Anthropological Association meeting in D.C. 
 
1994  Offered Full Professor title within the Anthropology Department,   
  Washington State University 
 
1998  Retires from Washington State University; Publishes Only a Dog, a story 
  about the relationship between Krantz and his first Irish Wolfhound Clyde 
 
1999  Appears in the documentary "Sasquatch Odyssey" 
 
2002  Dies February 14 of pancreatic cancer; His remains are processed at the  
  University of Tennessee's Anthropology Research Facility; Donates his  
  bones and bones of his Irish Wolfhounds to Smithsonian Institution for  
  educational purposes 
 
2010-2013 His mounted bones and bones of his Irish Wolfhound, Clyde, appear in the 

Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History exhibit “Written in 
Bone: Forensic Files of the 17th-Century Chesapeake” 
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Scope and Content Note  
 
This collection contains the personal papers of Dr. Grover S. Krantz and documents his 
research in physical anthropology as well as his 30-year teaching career. The collection 
also contains materials on Krantz's activities in the field of cryptozoology, especially his 
investigations of Sasquatch. Materials include his writings, correspondence, notes, 
sketches, newspaper clippings, sound recordings, photographs, and electronic records. 
Some materials in the collection are written in code and noospel, a phonetic spelling 
system he had developed. 
 

Restrictions on Access 
 
Materials that include student grades are restricted until 2081. Nude photographs of 
Grover are restricted until 2017. Electronic records are restricted due to preservation 
concerns.  
 

Restrictions on Use 
 
Contact the repository for terms of use. 
 

Extent 
 
The total extent of the collection is 6 linear feet (consisting of 14 boxes) plus 9 audio 
cassette tapes, 47 computer disks, 1 oversize box, and 47 computer disks. 
 

Provenance 
 
These papers were donated to the National Anthropological Archives by Grover Krantz’s 
wife Diane Horton and his brother Victor Krantz, a former Smithsonian photographer. 
 

Related Collections  
 
The Patterson-Gimlin films, 1601, 2, and 3, have been transferred to the Human Studies 
Film Archives.  
 
Grover S. Krantz’s specimens were donated to the National Museum of Natural History’s 
Physical Anthropology Collections.  
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Processing Note 
 

The papers of Grover S. Krantz were organized by Krantz and his wife Diane Horton 
before they were deposited at the National Anthropological Archives. They assigned 
folder numbers, which have been retained along with the original folder titles. Titles 
assigned by the processing archivist were placed within square brackets. Some of the 
notes below are based on Krantz and Horton’s original inventory. Not all of their notes 
have been included in this finding aid. Consult with the reference archivist to access their 
inventory.  
 
The archivist organized the collection into 9 series. Some folders were moved out of 
numerical sequence into their appropriate series. Oversized materials were separated and 
replaced with a note indicating original and new locations. Numerous newspaper prints 
were also photocopied onto archival paper.  The electronic records are unprocessed. 
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Series Descriptions and Container List 
 

Series 1. Correspondence. 1964-2001  
1 inch 
 
This is a small series consisting of professional and personal correspondence. 
 
Box 1   
 
0264 Japan 1994-1996  1994-1996 
0269 Books to Markku  2001 
0274 Mourant Letter   11 December 1964 
0422 Hungary    1998-1999 
0428 Letters Misc   1974-1979, 1986-1987, 1999 
0429 China Letters   1982-1983 

 

Series 2. Writings. 1955-2001 
2 linear feet 
 
This series contains Krantz’s dissertation, publications, and other professional writings. 
Materials in the Publications folders are in chronological order. 
 
Box 1 (continued) 
 
0100 PhD dissertation   1971 
0102-0116 Publications  1959-1972 
0117-0125 Publications  1972-1974 
0126-0131 Publications  1974-1976 
0132-0139 Publications  1977-1979 
0140-0149 Publications  1980-1983 
0150-0157 Publications  1984 
0158-0162 Publications  1985-1987 
 
Box 2 
 
0163-0170 Publications  1988-1992 
0171-0183 Publications  1993 
0184-0189 Publications  1994-1998 
0190-0197    1984-1988 
0198-0199 Publications  1997-1998, 1990 
0200 Abortion    undated 
0202 Thermometry   1995, 2001 
0219 Population   circa 1998 
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0220 Genetic Continental Drift 2000 
0239 Erectus Brain   circa 1995 
0242 Aust body size   1975 
0243 Volkerkundliche-First I.E. Art 1979-1981 
0244 Caspian Crania 1967  1967 
0245 Neandertal Draft 1999  1999 
0246 Publications Maps  undated 
0247 Neandertal Paper  1995, 2001 
0250 Arguments   1977-1978 
0253 AA Race    1997 
 
Box 3 
 
0263 Hands and Hand Axes    1961-1962 
0270 Shorts, Reviews     1980, 1983, 1985, 1995 
0273 Book Review     January 1982 
0400 Class Paper     1960 May 17 
0401 Brow Ridges     1973 
0427 Comments     1958, 1962, 1966, 1970-1995 
0436 Dermals      1983 
0437 Hand Casters     1971-1972 
1551 Early Papers     1955 
1555 Folder 1 of 4, Human Evolution Chapter 1-3 1993 
1555 Folder 2 of 4, Human Evolution Chapters 4-6 1993 
1555 Folder 3 of 4, Human Evolution Chapters 7-8 1993 
 
Box 4 
 
1555 Folder 4 of 4, Human Evolution Chapter 9-end   1993 
1556A Folder 1 of 4, Antiquity of Race Preprint Version, Maps, etc 1998 
1556A Folder 2 of 4, Antiquity of Race Preprint Version, Chapters 1-4 1998 
1556A Folder 3 of 4, Antiquity of Race Preprint Version, Chapters 5-7 1998 
1556A Folder 4 of 4, Antiquity of Race Preprint Version, Chapters 8-end 1998 
1556B Folder 1 of 3, Antiquity of Race Print Version, Chapters 1-5 1998 
1556B Folder 2 of 3, Antiquity of Race Print Version, Chapters 6-8 1998 
1556B Folder 3 of 3, Antiquity of Race Print Version, Chapter 9-end 1998 
 
Box 5 
 
1557 Measurements of Fossil Man   1955 
1558 Sketches of Hominids    1956 
1565A Folder 1 of 2, Process of Human Evolution undated 

Preprint Text and Illustrations      
1565B Folder 2 of 2, Human Evolution  undated 

Camera Ready 
1566 Folder 1 of 4, Process of Human Evolution 1995 
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Copy Ready Text, Chapter 1-4 
1566 Folder 2 of 4, Process of Human Evolution 1995 

Copy Ready, Chapter 5-6 
1566 Folder 3 of 4, Process of Human Evolution 1995 

Copy Ready, Chapters 7-8 
1566 Folder 4 of 4, Process of Human Evolution 1995 

Copy Ready, Chapter 9-end 

 

Series 3. Research. 1959-2001 
1 linear foot 
 
This series contains Krantz’s research notes, sketches, and photographs, with some 
materials written entirely or partially in code. A partial cipher for Krantz’s code can be 
found in Series 8, Box 12, Folder 0020 List of Cipher. 
 
Box 6 
 
0201 Astronomy    1979, 1981 
0203 Physics Theory    1959, 1972, 1980-1981, 1989 
0204 Economics    undated 
0205 Age and Sex of Kids   undated 
0206 Sex Determination in Process  circa 1983-1986 
0207 Sex Distinctions    undated 
0208 Sexing Skulls    undated 
0209 Sexual Determinations   undated 
0210 Thoughts on Java while in Java  6 June 1992 
0211 Linguistics    1976 
0212 Photos of Orangutan   undated 
0213 Original Ideas    1984, 1993 
0215 Shelf Life    circa 1993 
0221 M1 First Molar    undated 
0222 Cultural Evolution   circa 1986-1988 
0223 Language Reconstruction  undated 
0224 Skull Measurements   undated 
0225 Speech Notes     undated 
0226 Pelvic Notes    undated 
0227 ER1805 Cut Up    undated 
0228 Gravity Notes    27 July 1978 
0229 Fossil Animals    undated 
0235 Pith Skull IX    circa 1990s 
0237 Calculations for I.E. (Indo-European) 1983 
 
Box 7 
 
0238 Indo-European Data   undated 
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0240 Monkeys/Aeotus    undated 
0241 Orig. Notes for Process   undated 
0249 Illustrations B4 Race Book  undated 
0251 NW maps    undated 
0252 French North America   2001 
0255 Race Population    undated 
0256 Biblical Contradictions   undated 
0257 DaLi     10 June 1985 
0258 Nagawi     undated 
0259 Persistence Ideas    1955, 1968-1969 
0260 Neurons from Brain Size  18 January 1989 
0262 Sangiran Illustrations   undated 
0265 Larynx 40,000    undated 
0266 Language Origins   undated 
0272 Later     1958, 1981, 1998 
0414 Flint Knapping    1957 
0434 Java     1992-1993 
0435 Pith/Meg Illustrations   undated 
1559 Sketches of Hominid Fossils  undated 
1580 Cardboard cutout of human skull undated  

drawn by Krantz     
See Oversize Box 

1616 MG 1-16      undated 
Meganthropus A and D, in press; Krantz’s reconstruction based on Meg & D 

1619 BH1-18     1980 
Broken Hlil Skull 

1621 China Europe Pullman   1982-1985 
Slides of trips to China and Europe. Also images of Krantz at Washington State 
University. China: Slides of Grover in Beijing and Xian. Includes photos of Zhou Gou 
Xing, Jia Lan Po, Zhou Min Jen, and Professor Xu. Other people in photos were 
translators (Mr. Lee) or the government official (Mrs. Song) to make sure 
conversations stayed on the topic of anthropology. Europe: Photos of Krantz in Bonn 
Germany and with Anders Hed in northern Sweden. 

 
Box 8 
 
Osteology and Drawing of Skull  undated 
Notes on Bones, Skull Drawing  undated 
The Origin of Man by Zhou Guoxing  1 October 1987 

 

Series 4. Professional Activities. 1958-2001 
3 inches 
 
This series contains materials from professional presentations and exhibits. Also included 
are catalogs and lists of specimen reconstructions and hominid casts Krantz had available 
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for sale. 
 
Box 8 (continued) 
 
0232 Gish Debates    1987 
0234 Winter Survival of Neandertals  1967 
0236 Taxonomic Inflation    1988 
0248 Lecture 1995    1995 
0261 Papers Read    1958, 1988 
0267 New Orleans 1990   1990 
0268 Frankfort 1991    1991, 1994 
0275 Cast of Characters catalog  undated 
0276 Sangiran catalog    undated 
0426 Museum     undated 
0432 Right Foot Show   1987-1988 
1550 Program from 54th Annual NW Conf 29-31 March 2001 
1552 Animal Bones    undated 
1579 Programme    4-10 July 1985
1617 NA1-NA20 North America Talk  1977 

Slides: The Populaitng of Western North America, 1977. Basis for paper and talk on 
linguistic phyla, ethnographic present. 

1618 SS1-SS13 Sapienization and Speech Talk 1980 
Slides: Line drawings by GSk, side & rear of various skulls 

 
 

Series 5. Sasquatch. 1963-2001 
1 linear foot 
 
This series contains correspondence, newspaper articles, and research notes concerning 
Krantz’s interest in Sasquatch. 
 
Box 8 (continued) 
 
0216 Benefactor Nut    2001 
0271 [Letters and notes]   1965, 1974, 1978, 1983, 1993, 1994 
0300-0313 ISC Newsletter   1982-1989 
0314 Willow Creek    1972-2000 
0315 Using Dogs    1984-1985 
0316 Growing Up Sasquatch   10 October 1984 
0317 Tranquilizing    1982 
0318 Sasquatch Feet    1987 
0319 Sasquatch See    undated 
0320 Indiana Foot Casts of Characters 1996 
0321 Treasures    1972, 1978, 1979, 1993 
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Box 9 
 
0322 Sasquatch Museum  1971, 1983 
0323 To Kill?    1988 
0324 Bayanov "To Kill or…"  2001 
0325 Patty Film A   1990, 1991, 1993 
0326 Patty Film B   1981 
0327 SQ Skeleton   undated 
0228 Beckjord's Baby   1982 
0329 Dermals    1983-1984, 1994 
0330 Dermals - Singh   1983-1984 
0331 Dermals - John Berry  1983-1984 
0332 Dermals – DeWilde  1984 
0333 Fingerprints   1982-1988 
0334 True Art    1975 
0335 [John] Green   1976, 1979, 1983-1986 
0336 Carleton Coon   1971-1982 
0337 Jeff Meldrum   1987, 1996-1997 
0338 Mark Keller   1981-1988 
0339 Bob Titmus Bigfoot Files 1986 
0340 [Bernard] Heuvelmans  1968, 1972-1976, 1982-1986, 1991-1993 
0341 Rene [Dahinden] letters  1990-2000 
 
Box 10 
 
0342 More Dahinden    1975-1986, 1994-1995 
0343 More Renee Dahinden   1976-1979, 1986, 1990-1998 
0344 Sasquatch Items Pacific Northwest 1967, 1970, 1976-1977, 1980-1988, 

1992-1993 
0345 Sasquatch Outside Pacific Northwest 1964, 1971-1974, 1982-1987 
0346 Bayanov     1980-1988, 1997 
0347 Russian Letters    1972-1981 
0348 Bigfoot Letters – Misc   1971-1979, 1982-1993, 1998 
0349 Sasquatch    1972-1974, 1978, 1981-1983, 1987, 

1991, 1995 
0350 Chinese Wildman   1979-1985, 1990 
0351 Publicity on GSK   1968-1988, 1993 
[File cards of Sasquatch footprint and  1963-1992 

handprint casts and molds]    
 

 

Series 6. Teaching. 1957-2001 
8 inches 
 
This series contains lecture notes, syllabi, and blank tests from Krantz’s courses at 
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Washington State University. Also included are student evaluations of Krantz’s courses. 
 
Box 10 (continued) 
 
0416 Background Exam   1973 January 23 
0417 Dept Background Exam    1980 
0418 PhD Physical Requirements  1973 
0419 Education    1957 
0420 Freak of the Week   undated 

Series of displays created by Krantz. He was only able to use it one semester because 
of complaints by WSU’s public 

 
Box 11 
 
0421 Evaluations    1977-1998 
0428 Seminar     1964, 1972, 1976, 1983 
0433 Giganto Reconstruction   1986-1987 
0438 Human Evolution   1995, 2000-2001 
0439 Human Evolution   1991-2000 
0440 Human Races 2001   2001 

Student grades RESTRICTED UNTIL 2081 
0441 Human Races    1994-1998 
0442 Races 2001    2001 
 
Box 12 
 
1561 Certificate of Recognition  15 August 1998 
1562 Human Osteology 1978-1998  1978-1998 
1563 Anth 101, 1994-1997   1994-1997 
1564 Anth 260, 1995    1995 
1578 Human Osteology   1969-1977 
 

 

Series 7. Biographical and Personal Files. 1904-1911, 1931, 1952-2002 
1 linear foot 
 
This series contains personal and biographical materials, including report cards, 
diplomas, legal and medical documents, genealogical information, letters of 
recommendation, and photographs. Krantz was a proponent of spelling reform and 
developed a writing system called noospel. This series contains articles about noospel as 
well as a partial cipher for his secret writing system. This series also contains letters and 
cards sent to Krantz during his illness and condolence letters received after his death. 
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Box 12 (continued) 
 
0001 Curriculum Vitae  circa 1998 
0020 List of Cipher    1 November 2001 
0214 Coined Phrases    1992 
0218 Noospel    circa 1990s 
0230 Wiy Jonee Kant Reed  undated 
0231 Noospel-NSR   1985 
0402 Court Case   1964-1965 
0403 Misc Personal Papers  1949, 1953-1958, 1967, 1971 
0404 Personal    1957, 1973-1975 
0405 Grover/Krantz Tree  1904-1911, 1996-1997, 2001 
0406 Legal    1931, 1953, 1958, 1963, 1970, 1975, 1982 
0407 "The Good Life"  1961 
0408 Academic Training  1953-1958, 1967-1971 
0409 Academic Status  1973, 1980, 1984-1985 
 
Box 13 
 
0410 Medical    1952, 1956-1957, 1979-1981, 1991, 1998 
0411 Pictures    undated 
0412 My Early Years   circa 1958 
0413 Photos of Me    1968, 1992-1993 
0415 Address Books   undated 
0423 Publicity    1962, 1968 
0424 Brag    1972-1978, 1982-1987, 1991-1998 
0425 Personal    1970-2001 
0431 Irish Wolf Hounds  1965, 1977, 1989, 1995-2001 
0431 [Photo of First Specimen] undated 

Krantz’s first specimen; photo carried in his wallet for many years 
0443 Tributes to GSK   2001-2002 
0444 Obituaries   2002 
0445 War Game   undated 

Game created by Krantz before 1980 
0446 Pacific War Game  undated 

Game created by Krantz before 1980 
0447 Medical EMS - No CPR 26 September 2001 
1577 5 yr Diary   1947-1951 
 
Box 14 
 
1581-1591 Dog Papers  1963, 1965, 1986, 1989 
1612 Medical    2001-2002 
1620 BR1-3, Irish Wolfhounds undated 

Krantz with Irish Wolfhound Clyde and mother Esther Krantz 
[Nude photos of Krantz to document the affects of cancer on his body] undated 
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RESTRICTED UNTIL 2017 
 
Oversize Box 
 
[Scrapbook containing newspaper and magazine articles,  1962-1976 
correspondence, and WSU certificate of service] 
 
 

Series 8. Sound Recordings. circa 1988-1997 
The single-digit audio cassette numbers were assigned by the archivist. The four-digit 
tape numbers were assigned by either Krantz or his wife Diane Horton. The recordings 
were not reviewed to confirm contents. 
 
Box 14 (continued) 
 
[Audio ephemera] 

Materials separated from sound recordings 
 

Audio cassette cabinet 
 
Krantz 1 
21st Century Radio’s Hieronimus & Co.:   17 January 1993 
Big Footprints: A Scientific Inquiry 
Co-hosts: Dr. Bob and Zoh Hieronimus 
 
Krantz 2 
1598 “Art” Radio Talk Show,     undated 
about the 1973 Killing of Two Squatch. 
Then radio interview with Rat Crowe    April 1996 
 
Krantz 3 
Grover  and Jonathan Bye, “true believer”   undated 
 
Krantz 4 
Science Friday: Homo Antecessor    undated 
 
Krantz 5 
1596 Newsweek on the Air     13 September 1997 
 
Krantz 6 
1592 Grover describing things    undated 
0 human braincare 
66 atl-atl 
133 boomerangs 
245 Krantz Skull and measuring tools 
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374 5 skulls – human evolution 
456 mask 
555 vertebrae 
 
Krantz 7 
1594 Dr. Grover Krantz on Bigfoot    4 September 1988 
WFBR Radio Baltimore 1300AM  
Dr. Hieronimus Program 
Guest: Greg Molenaar, Unusual Mars Surface Features 
Co-host: Michael Hieronimus 
 
Krantz 8 
1593b BIGFOOT John Green (live)    15 September 1990 
and Grover Krantz (pre-rec) 
KING 1090 with Laura Lee 
 
Krantz 9 
1593a Tape Radio Program KOAP    undated 
Portland, OR 
Sasquatch: The Anthropology of the Unknown 
GSK at Vancouver Conference 
30 minutes 
 

Series 9. Electronic Records. 1987-2001 
26 x 3.50 inch floppy disks 
21 x 5.25 inch floppy disks 
 
This series is unprocessed. 
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