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Power Generated by Radioisotopic Heat Sources
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Important Characteristics of 
Radioisotopic Heat Sources

Physical Properties

Commercial  Properties

•  Isotope
•  Type of Radiation
•  Energy of Decay
•  Half Life
•  Curies/gram
•  Curies/Watt
•  Watts/gram
•  Total kWh 
      Realizable

•  Form of Compound
•  Melting Point
•  Isotopic Purity
•  % Isotope in 
       Compound
•  Watts/g (compound)
•  Watts/cm3 (comp.)

Production Properties

•  Recovery From Power
       Reactor Fuel
•  Production Rate in
       Power Plants
•  Availibility 
•  Price





Most Commonly Used Isotopes for 
Radioisotope Heat Sources
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Commercial Fuel Form

Co-60 Metal
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