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Level 10, 20 credits 

 
A) Rationale 
Carthage was the centre of one of the major cultures of the ancient Mediterranean 
and after the destruction of the Punic city in 146 BCE, it rose again to become one of 
the major urban centres of the Roman Empire.  There are no courses offered in 
Classics dedicated specifically to Carthage in the ancient world and this course 
would fill that gap. The course would be suitable for many degree programmes 
(Ancient History; Classical Archaeology, Classical Studies), and would complement 
courses already on offer in Classics (e.g. ‘The Severans’; ‘Africa in the Classical 
World’; ‘The World of St Augustine’); these courses have proved popular with 
students and there is further demand for such courses. There is, however, no 
significant overlap with any other course. The course organiser has excavated in 
Carthage and is currently working on two publications concerning the city: one, a 
contribution to the archaeological report of a Roman bath building, the other a co-
authored book on the rediscovery of the ancient city. 
   
 
B1) Course Aims and Objectives 
This course explores the history and archaeology of the city of Carthage from its 
Phoenician foundation in the 9th century BCE through to the end of Roman Carthage 
in the late 7th century CE. The course will explore some of the current areas of 
research related to Punic and Roman Carthage including the rise of the Phoenicians 
in the Western Mediterranean, comparative colonization between Greeks and 
Phoenicians, Punic identity, the rise of a Carthaginian Empire, and the conflict and 
contact between Carthage and Rome. The Punic wars, the fall of Carthage, and the 
rise of the Roman city will also be covered.  We will also look at evidence for the 
Punic diaspora and for the survival of Punic culture into the Roman period, 
specifically in the areas of language and religion. The course will explore the sources 
for the study of Carthage, both Greek and Roman, and where possible Punic, 
including literary evidence, inscriptions, burials, statuary and temples. Focus will be 
given to an understanding of the city in its many incarnations and the transformations 
that have shaped its history. As well, students will become aware of the 
historiography of the study of Carthage over the last 200 years and the development 
of Punic studies as an academic discipline. 
 
 
B2) Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
At the end of this course the student will be able, through written examination, 
coursework and seminar participation (demonstrated through the keeping of a course 
journal), to show: 
 
� an understanding of the varied complexity of the large body of evidence for 

Carthage and Carthaginian history in both a literary and a material context; 
� an understanding of how the study of Carthage and Punic culture has advanced 

in recent scholarship; 
� an understanding of the history of Carthage and its importance for the political, 

social and cultural historian of the ancient Mediterranean, as well as the 
theoretical implications for the study of ancient concepts of identity and 
ethnicities; 

� an ability to use critically a variety of different methodologies and approaches to 
this body of material gained from a thorough interaction with scholarship and 
primary materials; 



� a familiarity with material evidence (inscriptions and coins etc.) and the 
applications of that evidence; 

� bibliographical research skills to enable students to find independently additional 
information relating to the study of Carthage in the Ancient World. 

 
Students will also demonstrate the following transferable skills 
 
� written skills and oral communication skills; 
� presentation skills; 
� analytical skills; 
� ability to recognise and focus on important aspects of a wide-ranging subject and 

to select specific examples; 
� ability to produce a concise summary. 
 
 
C. Student intake 
 
The course is intended for third and fourth year undergraduates who have done any 
of the second year courses in Ancient History, Classical Archaeology or Classical 
Literature. There is a degree of flexibility as to the minimum number of students to 
make the course viable or the maximum which can be accommodated, but it is 
expected that the nature of the course will prove appealing to students. The 
maximum number of students will be in keeping with the quotas established by the 
Classics section.  
 
D. Contents of the course 
 
The course will explore the history of Carthage and the culture of the Carthaginian 
and Roman city as well as highlight the significant source problems for the study of 
the site. The course will follow a roughly chronological study of Carthage, but will 
explore some of the following themes: 
 
Mediterranean Colonialism: Phoenicians and Greeks 
Carthaginian culture and identity: what is Punic? 
Carthaginian Religious practice 
Carthaginian/Punic Art and iconography 
Carthaginian Imperialism 
The Punic Wars 
The Punic diaspora 
Carthage: a Roman City 
Carthage: a Christian City 
Provincial life in Roman Carthage 
The End of Roman Carthage 
Reception 
 
Seminars will be based around the lectures, focusing on specific problems and 
issues within those topics. 
 
 
 
 
E. Organisation of teaching 
 
The course organiser is Dr Sandra Bingham.  There will be two 1-hour class 
meetings per week consisting of lectures and seminars. The students will be split into 



smaller groups (maximum of 12 students) for seminar sessions. Total student contact 
time will be 22 hours. Course materials and extra exercises will be placed on the 
course website. 
Teachability: All reasonable efforts will be made to ensure that this course is 
accessible to students with identified special requirements, as specified in their 
individual Adjustment Schedules. 
 
F. Student Assessment and Guidance 
 
Students will submit a course journal (worth 20% of the overall mark), a research 
project (worth 30% of the overall mark) and sit a two-hour degree examination (worth 
50% of the overall mark). The research project will allow students to engage with a 
specific aspect of Carthage of their choosing (with the approval by course organiser); 
the medium will also be varied. For example, they may choose to write an essay in 
the traditional format (maximum of 3000 words) on the Phoenicians and 
Carthaginians in Herodotus, or they may choose to work on a poster presentation on 
the Tophet and the issue of child sacrifice. The course organiser will provide 
feedback on submitted work in line with School policy relating to timescales and 
content. The external examiner for Classics will be responsible for this course.  
 
G. Feedback and Evaluation 
 
The usual procedures in the Classics department concerning student feedback and 
evaluation will be followed. 
 
H. Resource Requirement 
 
Students will receive a course flyer in hard copy form at the first class meeting, 
detailing all important aspects of the teaching programme for this course, and course 
materials will be available on a specific course website. Lectures will be supported by 
PowerPoint presentations. The availability of books in the University Library or the 
National Library of Scotland has been checked. The University Library is adequately 
stocked (though some of the materials will have to come from the NLS and from my 
own collection) but the acquisition of additional recent publications will be done in 
time for the course becoming live, and subject to the annual updating of library stock. 
 
I. Documentation 
 
The following is a sample bibliography. Please note that the course will be designed 
in a flexible manner to enable students to focus on a wide range of subjects thus 
minimising the risk that access to books will constitute a problem.  
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