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Introduction

This is a sequel to Report 65, with further information on languages of the
North Omo and South Omo areas.1

During the week of September 11–18, 1994, two excursions were under-
taken to the area southwest of Karatte (Konso) town. The language area of
Tsamay lies west of the Xonso Wereda, the language area of Ongota is a
small spot in the Birayle Wereda, and the language area of Irbore consists
of a few settlements in the east of the central Hamer Wereda. Since the dry
season had begun, these areas were relatively easy to travel in.

The Ongota and Tsamay data were gathered in the area of an agricultural
project called the Birayle Project, and the Irbore data were gathered in
Irbore town. In both cases, Oromo had to be used as intermediate
language.

Maps

Sketch Map I shows the administrative boundaries of the Xonso, Birayle,
and Hamer Weredas, where the languages of this report are spoken.
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Sketch Map I

Administrative boundaries of Xonso, Birayle, and Hamer

1An earlier version of this report appeared as “Second Survey of Languages of the
Gawwada, Tsamay and Diraasha Areas with Excursions to Birayle (Ongota) and Arbore
(Irbore)” Survey of Little-known Languages of Ethiopia (S.L.L.E.) Linguistics Report 20,
October 1994. Addis Ababa: Institute of Ethiopian Studies and Summer Institute of
Linguistics.

http://www.sil.org/silesr/abstract.asp?ref=2002-065


Map II sketches the linguistic neighborhood of Tsamai, Ongota (Birayle),
and Irbore (Arbore). From this map it is obvious that Hamer and Oromo
are the languages of wider communication for both Arbore and Omgota
(Birayle). This is also largely true of the Tsamay people, although they are
closer to Dobase and other forms of Gawwada.

Gathering of Sociolinguistic Information

More information on this survey has been given in the previous report
(S.L.L.E. Linguistic Report no. 19). It is planned to provide further
sociolinguistic information in Report no. 25 or 26. Some basic informa-
tion on sociolinguistic aspects was obtained in several interviews on the
trip of September 1994. In addition, Dinote Kusia is attempting to gather
further sociolinguistic information west of the Dullay river
(Tullaya/Woyto) by means of additional questionnaires and with the help
of a multilingual student from the Hamer area.

The Word Lists

The word lists of Arbore, Ongota, and Tsamay were gathered in the fol-
lowing way: Dinote Kusia led the interviews with representatives of the
respective languages. He recommended and selected speakers for the var-
ious language sessions, and he acted as interpreter (through Oromo)
where necessary, providing encouragement and explanations. Ralph
Siebert took care of all technical aspects of the work. He also worked out
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Sketch Map II

Tsamai, Ongota (Birayle), and Arbore and its neighboring languages

http://www.sil.org/silesr/abstract.asp?ref=2002-065


the phonetic transcription on the basis of the tape recordings, and he car-
ried out various checks on the accuracy of the phonetic data.

The S.L.L.E. 320-Item Word List of Arbore, Tsamai, and Ongota

Language Arbore/Irbore Tsamai Ongota/Birayle

Informant Zinabu Berasa (Ato) Botu Moyle Sagane

Place Irbore town Birayle Project Birayle Project

Time Sept. 1994 Sept. 1994 Sept. 1994

all 320a ø���� ø����� ø�	
:�

and 320g ø�	 ø�	

animal 129 ø���	� ø
	:�� 
�ø�	�	

ant 137 ��:��ø��� ø���	
�: ø�������:

arrow 251 ��ø��

ashes 205 ø��� ø�	�� ø�	:��:��

ask 118 
	�ø����� ø�	�	�� ø�	:���	���

at 320h

axe 051 ø������� ø
���	 ø
��� 
 

back 032 �	:� ø��:�� ø�	�	�	

bad 257 ø����	 ø!	�:� ø
	�	�	

banana 182 ø��� ø��:�� ø���

bark Noun 052 ���ø�	���� ø‚ ‚� �	���ø�	��	��

bark Verb 179 
	�ø
�:"� ø��:� ø��:�	

basket 056 ���ø
� ø! :#�� ø����

bat 135 ø
	�����: ø������ ø����$�

bathe 304 
	�ø
�:�� ��
��	 �	��ø��

bear-child Verb 113 
	�
	�:� ø�	��� ��ø����

beard 018 ø��:�	���� ø��:"� ø��:��

beehive 144 ��:�	�ø�� ø�	��� ø������	

belly 029 ��ø�� � ø�	
�� ø��:�	

big 265 ø��:���	 ø���	�:	 ø�	�:	����

bird 152 ����	ø�� ø
	:���� 
	ø�	��

bite Verb 181 
	�ø���:� ��	� � ø� 
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black 242 %�ø���	 ø���:	 ø�	&	����

blood 046 &�:� ø�������

blow Verb 007 
	�ø
�:'� ø�:#� 
�ø#�

bone 044 ��ø'� ø��
�� ø�����	

bow Noun 250 ����ø�� ø#	�:� ø'	���

breast 028 ø
����	 ø
	��� ø
	�	

bridge 230 ��(ø���	 ø������	 ������	

brother 120 ø
	(�	�	) �	�ø�	� ø
	:�� ø
	:�	

brown 246 ø��:���	 ø
	:�� ø��:�	

buffalo 171 ø�	���� ø��:�� ø�	��	
 

burn 200 
	�ø�:��) ø
�:�� ø���� ��ø�	�

bush 048 ������ø�� ø
	��� ø%	:�	

buttocks 033 ��ø�� ø����� ��ø�:	��	

buy 217 ø
�:���� ø���	� �	ø���

canoe 229 ø�	��� ø��:(�	�	 ø�	�	�	

cat 174 ���ø�����:� 
	�ø���� ø�����

chicken 151 ø��:�� ø��:�	�� ��ø�	�:�

chief 126 ø����:�	�	 ø�	��� ��"�����ø��	��

child 119 
�ø��: ø
�:�	(�� ø�	:�	

chin 017 ø��:�	 ø� ��� �	��	ø�	��	��

claw 153 ��ø��' &�ø	�� ø���:�) ø����

clay 211 ø����� (?) ø��:
�� ø����	

clothing 296 ø�	'	�	 ø�	:���

cloud 222 ø���	� ø#�:�� ø*�:��

cold Adj. 202 ø��	�:��� 	) ø�	:�	�	 	) ���	�ø�	�����

cold weather 202 ø��:��+��� �ø
���(�� �ø���	:�	

come 180 
	�ø��:��� ø
�:��� �	ø
�:

cook Verb 081 ø
�:���� ø
	��� 
ø���������

cough Verb 088 
	�ø
�'	 ø
��	
� ø
	��	�	

count Verb 184 
	�ø���� ø���	 �	ø
	

cow 148 
���ø�� ø��: ��:

crocodile 169 ønãu ø� :�� ����ø�	

crooked 262 ��ø�:�:���	 ø
	��� ø
	�	�	

cup 084 ø�	�	� ø�	:��� ø� :��

7



cut 074 ø
	�ø���� ø!	�� �	ø�	�

dance Verb 010 
	�ø,	:�	 �����ø"�-� 
�
	ø��:�	

dew 227 ø��:��� ø��:�	 
	�	
	ø��:��

die 093 
	�ø��: ø�	�� ��ø��#

dig 062 
	�ø���	 ø���� ��"��	(ø�	�

dirty 299 %	�� 	:�	 ø!	�:� ø
	:�	�	

dog 176 ø���: ø�	���� ø�	���

donkey 149 
�ø��:�	 ø
�:
���� ø�	�:�

door 189 ø�	�: ø#��:� . ø�	�:� ø�:#	

down 284 ø��:�� �	ø�	:�� ø����	

drink Verb 083 
	�ø
�:�	 ø
��� ��"�ø��"	�

drum Noun 011 ���:�	'� ‚	ø�	��

dry 298 ø�����	 ø���	�	 ��ø��:/

dull 249 
�:�	��ø	� ø��:��)
ø��:�	�	�

�	ø
	

dust 213 ø���: ø����� ø��:����

ear 004 ø���� ø� :��� ø%�:%	

earth 209 ø��:�	 ø��:�� ��:�	

eat 082 
	�ø�	:�	 "�ø	 
�ø��"	�

egg 078 ø�	��� 0
��	ø
	�� 
��	ø��:�	

eight 103 ��ø�� ø��0�	� ø�:��	

elbow 035 ø������� ����ø���� ø��������

empty 302 ø�	� ø������ ø�	:��

enter 191 ø
����� ø
 :� %�:�	�	

exit Verb 192 
	�ø��: ø��� ��ø�	

eye 022 
��ø
	 ø
 ���� ø
	:'	

eyebrow 021 ��:�ø�	 ø��:�� ����ø	:'	��

fall Verb 092 
	�ø��"� ø��
� ��ø%	�

farm Noun 057 ø����� ø#	�� ø�	��	

fat Noun 077 ø��:�	 ø��:�� ø���	

father 115 ø
�:�	 
	:ø�	�� ø� :�

fear 170 
	�ø��:��	 ø��:���	 �	�:	�

feather 155 ���ø�� ø������ ø������

fence 318 ��ø�	��� ø
�:����� �ø�����
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few 282 ø��:�����	 ��ø�	:�	�	 ø�	���:	���

fight Verb 256 ø
�:�	�� ø�����:�� �	ø����

fingernail 041 ����1' ø2� �� ø�����	

fire 199 ø
�:�� ø�	��

fish 162 ø��:� ø�	:�� ø�	:�	

fishnet 162 ø��	'�� ø����	 ø������

five 100 ø����� ø����� ø����

flower 069 ø��:� ø���	�� ø�����

fly Noun 139 ø��������) ���ø��� ø�����&� ø
��:	��

fly Verb 156 
	�ø�	�:� �	ø
�:�� 
	�	�����ø�:�

fool 095 ø����	�	 ø�	:�	�� ���	ø����:��
�

foot 036 ���ø
	 ø��:�� ø�	�	) 
�ø������

forearm 040 ø������� ���ø
�:�	 ��������ø��3

forehead 003 ø'�:�	 ø����� ø�	����

four 099 
	ø'�� ø�4� ø�	�	5	

frog 165 ø�	:���	) ���	(ø�6
��:	���

��ø&	:�� ��� ø
/��

fruit 070 ø
��� ��ø����� 
	:'ø�	��	��

full 303 ø#	���	 ø����� ø��:�����	

fur 130 ��'	���ø���	� ø��:�	(�� ø7���

garbage 300

gate 319 ø�	�: ø�	�:� ø
�:#	

give 076 
	�ø��:�� ø�	:� �	�:ø	

go 320b ø
�:��� ø
	:��) 
	:�	 ø�8	:��	�

goat 146 ø
��� ø�	:��� ø‚�:��

God 127 ��ø	:� ø%	:�� 
��	��"�ø��"	:��

gold 214 
�ø�	� ø%���� ø%����

good 258 ø'	�:�	�	 ��ø�	��	) ø
	��	 ø
	�:	

gourd 085 ø�	9�	� ø�	:��� ø����

grass 066 ø
�:��� ø	"�� ø�	:��

grave 094 �	ø�	:� 0��:(��ø���� 
	:ø���	

green 244 
�ø�:� ��ø�	�	 ø������	���

guts 031 ��ø��
���
��	�	ø�	��	��
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hair 001 ø��'	� ø� �� ø���� [?]

hand 039 ‚�ø�� ø� ��� 
�:
�:ø
	

hard 279 ø'	�:	�����	 ø��:�� ���(�	�:	

harvest Noun 059 ���ø
��	��:$	 ø���	�� �	�ø�	:�	

he 310 ø��:�� ø���� ��:ø�	

head 002 ��ø�� ��ø�	�� ø����

hear 005 
	�ø
���� ø: ; ø	:�	

heart 045 ø
��:� ø� <�� ø��:�	

heavy 269 ø
�������	 ��ø��:�	
	� ø
�����	��	ø��:��

here 293 ø�	�:� ø
����� ø%�:(��

hide 079 
	�ø
��:� ø�	� ø���	��	

hit 150 ø
�:����� ø�	=�� ��ø
�:

hoe 061 ���ø��� ø�	��� ø�	��	

hold 186 
	��	(ø��	�� ø�	# �	>	

honey 145 �����ø��
? ø�	�:� ��:ø�	�	

honeybee 143 �����ø��
? ��ø��:<�� ø����:�	��

horn 147 ø�	� ø�	:�	�� �	ø�	��

hot 201 �	(ø��	�	 ø
	��	 ��ø��:��

house 188 ø��:�	 ø�	�:� ø
�:�	

how? 294 ø��:���	 ø�	���� ø�	:��� ø
	�	�	

hundred 107 ��ø�:	 ø���	�	
�: ���ø�����	

hungry 080 
	�ø�	���� ø#	�	�� �	ø�	:��

hunt 132 
	ø�	�	��� ø&�:�� ��ø��"�:

hunter 131 ��ø�	:���	 ø
	:������ �������ø��"�:

hyena 175 ø%	�����) ø%	��� ø������� ø����

I 308 ø��:�� ø
	:�� ø�	

jump Verb 316 
	�ø,	:�� ���ø�	������ ��ø���	�

kill 160 ø
�:����� ø7�� ø��"�:�	

knee 034 ø������ ø��:�� ø�����	

knife 247 ø���	 ��ø�:	@�� ø��:�	

know 320c ø
�:���	� ø����) ø���� ��	ø����:��

lake 235 ø��:�	��� ø�4>�� �	ø� ����

laugh Verb 086 
	�ø��:�	 ø������	
� ��ø��:�	

leaf 054 ø� :� ø� :"� ø�	:��
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left Adj. 275 ø�	���	 ��ø>��� ø���	

leopard 173 ø���	:�	 ø��:���� ø�����	

lie Verb 305 
	�ø
���	�� ø�	�� ��ø�	:��

light Adj. 270 �	ø�	�:��	 ��ø���	�� �	�	�ø���	

lightning 225 ø
	:��%	�� �	%	ø�<�� � ø% 
 

lip 012 ø��:�A	 ø'���� ø��:��

listen 177 
	�ø
�:�� ø‚ & ø
	:�	

liver 047 ��ø�	 ø��$� ø��:�	

long 263 ø��:���	 ø���	 ø�:��	

louse 136 ø
�:(���� ø‚���� ø���	:����"	

machete 060 ��ø�	�	(��:�	 ø�	:�� ø�	:������

maize 064 ø�	�:� ø�	�� ø�	��

make 194 
	�ø����"��) ø
ð@�	� ø��
� �	(ø�	�	

man 108 ø���� ø�	��� ø��:�	

many 281 ø��:���	 %	ø�	�:	 ø�	�:	����

market 219 ����ø�	 ø�	�	 �����	

marry 111 ø
�:����B ø�	:
	�� �	ø
�'	(

meat 073 ø��� �	ø
	(�� ø���	�	

money 216 ø�	:���� ø������� ø�������

monkey 172 ø��:���	 ø����	�� ø�	�	�	

moon 238 ø��� ø��
�� ��<

mother 117 
�ø�� ø
�:(�� ø
	:�

mountain 220 ø
��� ø
 :"� ø�	:�	

mouth 006 ø
�: ø� �� ø
�:'	

mud 210 ø(�� ø����:‚� ����‚�

name 128 ��ø��� ø�	:�� ø���	

narrow 260 ø��:������	 %�ø�	�	��	 ø���:�
���

navel 030 ��:�øC��� ø� �
���� ø��:�	

neck 026 ��ø�� ø��(�� ø��D��	

nest 157 ���ø����	�� ø�	��� %�:�	�	ø
��	�

new 272 ø�	:�	�	 ø�	����� ø
	�:	

night 237 ø���	 ø�	�:	�� ø<��

nine 104 ø�	�	� ø��:(�� ��ø�:	(��

no 278 ø�	� ø�	
? ø�	:
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none 274 ø�	%:	 ø�	:
�� ø�	:

nose 019 ø��:�� ø����� ø��:�	

old 271 ø%�,:��	 ø��:��	�� ø
	:���	

one 096 ø�	ø�	 ø��:�� 
	�ø�	��	��

other 320d �A	ø�	:�	 ø��:� ø��:�	

path 187 ��:���ø���� ø�	�� 
	�	��ø���:	

pig 133 �A��ø"	 ø
�:�	"� ø
��	�	

plant Verb 063 
	�ø���	 ø�	:
� ��"���ø��

pot 198 ø��:�� ø��:�� ø‚aba

pour 301 
��ø��%���� ��ø
	� ø� > ���

pull Verb 315 %���ø�	����� ø��-� ��:�	

push Verb 314 ø
�:���� ø��(���� ��ø����	��

rain 223 
�ø�� ø
��:� �	ø��"�

rainbow 224 ����ø;	:�� ø��:�	 ��ø�	(�	

rat 159 ø�	:��� ø�	�	�� ø�����	

red 243 ��ø�:��	 ø����	 ø��:����

rest Verb 123 
	�ø��:�� ø��:���� 
	:ø���	

right Adj. 276 ��ø�	�	 ø������� ø������	

ripe 071 ø
�:���� ø	��� ��ø��:�

river 228 ø��:�� ø���:� "�ø�	#

road 317 ø��:� ø�	�� ø����

root 053 ��ø�� ��ø��:�� ø�����	

rope 055 � ø� � ø��:��� ø��:���

rotten 072 ø	��	�� ø����	�� ��ø����	�

run 122 
	�ø�	�:� ø��:$� ø
���	

saliva 015 ��ø�:��+ ø% :�� %	E�ø��'	�

salt 197 ���ø�	 ø��:-� ø��:��

sand 212 �����ø�� ��ø�	��� ø���	�	

sandals 037 ø���� ��ø�	��� ø�	E	�	

say 116 
	�ø����)

	�ø��"��	'�

�	� ��ø�	

scorpion 161 ø�8���
�� ø�	��	�� ø�4�	��

scratch Verb 320e �	�	ø�	:�� ø����	�	 ø�	:��������

see 023 
	�ø
	��� ø
�:�	 ø��:��

12



seed 058 ø�	���	 ø���	�� ø���	

sell 218 
	�ø������� ø�	�: �	ø���

seven 102 ø��:��	 ø� � � �	ø5	(��

sew 168 ø�	�	�	 ø��:�� �	�	ø���

sharp 248 ø
�:����� ø�������) ø��:�� ��ø�	

shield 254 %	�ø��$	 ø
���� ø��(�	

short 264 ø�����	 ø�	(	 ø�	(�	����

shoulder 027 ø���	 ø�	����	 ø�	�����	

sick 091 
	�ø���:	 ø�	�	�� ��ø��:��

silver 215 ���:ø� ø���:� ø���:

sing 009 
	�ø���� ø����� ��	��ø
	:

sister 124 �	��	ø�� ø
	:�	��� 
	��ø���:�

sit 195 
	�ø��:��) ø
�:��� ø
 :�	�? 
	:ø��

six 101 ø��"� ø�	:��� ø���	�	'	

skin 042 ø��� ø�	�� ø�	���

sky 236 ø%	:� ø��:��� ø�����

sleep Verb 307 
	�ø�	'� ø�	�� ��ø�	�	�

small 266 ø��:�����	 ø���	�	� ø���:	
���

smell Verb 020 
	�ø���:� ø���� ø
	:��	�	

smoke Noun 204 
���ø��"	� ø&�:#� . ø
	��� ø
	���

smooth 208 %	ø��(�� ø�	�#	 ø�	�#	

snake 158 ø��:'� ø�	%�

sneeze 090 
	ø���� ø'���	�	�� 
�/��ø��

soft 280 ��ø��(���	 ��ø�	�#	 ø�	�#	���

spear 252 ø�	:� ø%	��� ø��:�	

spider 140 ø�	:��	�	��	 ø
��:	�� !	�:	ø�	��

spit 089 
	�ø��'� ø���� ø��:�	

stand 196 
	�ø�	�:	 ø���	� 
	ø�	�	

star 239 
�:ø��� ø
	:�� ø��:�	

steal 075 ø���:	���	 ø����
�: ø����
 

stick 206 ø���� ø��:��(�� ø� ����	

stone 207 ø��	���	 ø�	��� ø��� > 

stool 193 ø� :� ø��$� ø��$�

straight 261 ø��#���	� ø��#	 ø�	�����:�	
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sun 240 
	;	ø�� ø�	�:��� 
	ø�	����

sweat 016 ��ø����	 ø��:#� ø��:#�

sweep 190 
	�ø���:� ø�	��:�� ��ø�	��
�:�	

swim 163 
	�ø�	��� ø��:�� ��"�:ø�	#

tail 134 ø'�:� ø����(�� ø���	��

take 185 
	�ø�:%� ø�	�	�? ø�	
	:

teach 125 
	��	ø�	���� ø
	:������� ���ø���	�	

tear Noun 025 ø�����	 ø���	�� ø
���	��

ten 105 ø���:�� �	���ø���� ø�����	

termite 141 ���:ø� ø
���	�� ø
���	��

termite hill 142 �A�ø�	� ø�A�:�� ø�����

that 286 ø%	:�� ø
	:�	�	)

����	ø�	�

ø
	�	�A��	

they 313 
�ø��� ø��:�� ø��:�	

thick 267 ø��:���	 
	���ø�� ø���:	����

thigh 038 ø��� ø������� ø�	':���

thin 268 ø,�����	 ø
	��	 ���	
�ø����	

think 109 
	�ø���:��� 0
��ø������� �	�:	ø�	(�	��

this 285 ø%	:�� ø��:�	�) ø�	��	 
�ø��:�	

thorn 049 ø����� ø&	���� ø�	�	�	

thread 166 ��:ø�	� ø�	:D� �	::�

three 098 ø��:�� ø��� ø���4>

throw 253 
	�ø
	�� ø����	�� 
	ø����:D	

thunder 226 
	�ø��: ø�	D� ��ø% 
 

tie 167 ø�	����) 
��	ø���� ø�	�� �	:ø������

tobacco 065 ø�	��� ø�	:�� ø�	���

tongue 014 
��:ø�;	 ø
	�	��� 
 �	��

tooth 013 ø
���� ø
�:��� 
���ø�	

tree 050 ø����	 ø� ��� ø� ����	

twenty 106 ����ø�	:�	 �	���ø��:�� ���ø�	�	

two 097 ø�	:�	 ø�	�� ø�	��	��

up 283 ø
����A	 ø�	�:� ø�	
�	

vomit 087 
	�ø�$��� 
��	ø�F: �	��G� ø�	���
�

walk 121 ���ø�	��	����� ø
�:� ��:ø�	
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want 183 
	�øt����� ø��:	 ø� :��

war 255 ø�	:�	 ø
 �:� ���	ø�:��

warm Adj. 320f �	(ø�	�	 ø���� ��ø��:��

water 231 ø������ ø
	��� ø���	:�	%	

we 311 ø
����� ø
��� ��"��	ø�	��

wedding 112 ��ø�� ø���	�	��) �"�:�� ��ø���	��

weed Noun 068 ������ø��)
ø�	�����

ø	��	��� ø�	:�	����"�
�	(�	�

weep 024 
	�ø��:�	 ø
�:�	 ���	ø��:��

well Noun 232 �	ø�	� ø
�:��� ø��:D�

wet 297 ø�A�:���	 ø���	�	 ø��"���	����

what? 289 ø��:�� ø��:�	 ø��:��

when? 290 ø�	:�	 
	ø�	�	�� ø�	��

where? 292 ø
�:�� ø�	:�	 ø�	:%	

whistle 008 ø'�:C�� ø'�:���� '���ø�	

white 241 
�ø���	 ø����
	� ø
	:������

who? 287 ø��	�	 ø��: ø�	�

whose? 288 ø���� ø�	�	(�	 
��	��ø�	�

why? 295 ��ø��� ø��:��

wide 259 ø��:���	 ø�	�	 ø
	�:	

wife 114 �	��
? ø��"	��� ø
	��	

wind 221 ��ø'�� ø
	�:	�� ø�	���	

wing 154 ø���:	 ø��:�� ��:�	

woman 110 �	ø�	�
��	)
ø%��:��	

ø��:	��� ø
	��	

worm 138 ø
����� ø
��:	�� ø�����!�

yawn Verb 306 
	�ø�	���� ø�	�:	" ���	�:	
	���

yellow 245 ��ø�	:���	� ø
	��	�� �	ø� 
��

yes 277 ø
	:: ø�	�	 ø	:

yesterday 291 ��ø������ ø�	�	�	 �	ø�	�:�

you pl 312 ø������ ø
	:���� ��ø�	:�	

you sg m 309 ø��:�� ø
	:�� ø��"	��	
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