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Croxle
Rail Link

Connecting Watford




Introduction

The Croxley Rail Link is a proposed diversion of the

Watford branch of the Metropolitan line to Watford

Junction via the former Croxley Green branch line and

Watford High Street. Two new stations are to be

constructed — at Ascot Road and Watford General

Hospital. The proposals are currently in the design

phase and are being developed in time to have trains

running along the new track by 2016. As a result of the scheme the Metropolitan
line route to the current Watford terminus station will be closed.

Need for the scheme
South West Hertfordshire has been underperforming
economically. The local economy is still £200 million
per year lower than it was in 2001 and the area
continues to experience significant job losses. The
Regional Transport Economic Evidence Study
showed Watford as having growth potential, but in
an area where the cost of congestion and rail
crowding is high.

South West Hertfordshire offers proximity to London,

its airports and rail infrastructure, as well as the outer
London balance of city-working, country-living. However, the close proximity to
London has not been exploited due to lack of easy access to and within Watford.

The existing rail network fails to connect residents of Croxley, Moor Park and
other settlements along the Metropolitan line to the business, leisure and
employment opportunities located in Watford.

There are several strategic development projects including the planned Watford
Health Campus, and Croxley & Watford business parks, that require access to an

integrated public transport system allowing the surrounding local communities
to benefit from the opportunities they present.

It has been recognised for a number of years that the Croxley Rail Link project
would make travelling in the area quicker, easier and more convenient for people
as well as unlocking economic potential for Watford and South West
Hertfordshire.



The scheme is being promoted by Hertfordshire County Council (HCC), with
support from London Underground and Network Rail. Watford Borough
Council and Three Rivers District Council are key to the project providing local
input and guidance.

HCC is progressing the project to proceed through the statutory planning
application process known as a Transport and Works Act Order (TWAO). This
consultation forms a key part of that process providing the local communities
and existing users of the line an opportunity to comment.

History of the project

The Croxley Rail Link Scheme has been an

aspiration since the early 1990s and has been

developed over the years by a number of

different promoters. The outline scheme has

been consulted upon during a number of

studies. This development process included

various iterations of engineering design

however the overall scheme concept of diverting the Metropolitan

line along the disused Croxley Green National Rail branch line to terminate at
the Watford Junction Station remained unchanged.

Alternatives

A number of alternatives to the current proposals have been assessed including:

Retention of existing Watford terminus and running a split service to
Watford Junction

Reopening the Croxley Green Branch Line and not connecting to the
Metropolitan line

Conversion of the Croxley Green Branch Line to a segregated bus way
Improvements to the existing local bus network

Connecting the rail link to the St Albans Abbey Line and Amersham
branch of the Metropolitan line

Construction of a Watford relief road
Tunnelling under Cassiobury Park

The preferred scheme continues to offer the greatest benefits whilst remaining
financially and operationally viable.



What the scheme is

Providing a Metropolitan line link from Croxley Station to Watford Junction
Station, via south west Watford

Construction of a viaduct and embankment linking the current Metropolitan
line approximately 1km north of Croxley Station to the disused Croxley
Green Branch rail alignment at Ascot Road

Reinstatement of double track on the disused Croxley Green branch line,
including reinstatement of the connection with the ‘Watford Junction to
London Euston’ over ground route just south of Watford High Street

Work to bring the existing bridges, cuttings and embankments along the
route up to current standards and into operational use

New stations at Ascot Road and Watford General Hospital

It is expected that you will be able to board a train along the rail link
Every 10 minutes during peak hours

Every 15 minutes at all other times

Benefits of the scheme

Increased travel choices for local communities making travelling in the area
quicker, easier and more convenient

Improved access to the Watford Junction and National Rail network

2700 households will be within walking distance of a station on the
extended Metropolitan line

Greater access to health, education, employment and leisure services
An enhanced underground link to the Central London network

Alternative to private car use, reducing the adverse affects of road
congestion such as noise, pollution and safety

Enhancing local economic prosperity and potential, promoting job creation
Frequent underground service to Wembley Stadium from Watford Junction
Croxley Green to Watford Junction in 12 minutes

Rail Access from St Albans and North Watford to Watford hospital and
business parks
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Funding Arrangement

The cost of the project is estimated at c£120 million, which includes
adjustment for inflation and risk. Contributions from local organisations make
up approximately 30% of the total figure, whilst the remainder is being sought
from central government.

Funding process

A major scheme business case was submitted to the Department for Transport
(DfT) in November 2009 applying for funding necessary to develop the
scheme, by Hertfordshire County Council (HCC)

Following the outcome of the 2010 general election all investment decisions
for local major transport schemes were put on hold pending the outcome of
the Comprehensive Spending Review

The DfT announced the proposed programme for funding for the various
transport schemes in October 2010 and the Croxley Rail Link was included
within the 'pre-qualification group' of projects where a further preliminary
assessment was required by the DfT

HCC submitted an ‘Expression of Interest’ to the DfT on 4th January 2011

The DfT announced on the 4th February 2011 that after rigorous assessment,
as part of the Coalition Government’s Comprehensive Spending Review, the
Croxley Rail Link scheme entered into the ‘Development Pool’ group of
projects. This means that the DfT acknowledges that the scheme represents
good value for money, and enabled Croxley Rail Link to compete with other
selected projects in the development pool for funding

The focus for the project is now on compiling the ‘Best and Final Funding Bid’
to be submitted in September 2011 as part of the next stage in the funding
process. This bid will concentrate on the high value for money the scheme
offers and providing sustainable infrastructure for the future. The outcome of
this process is likely to be known in December 2011

One of the assessment criteria the DfT will be reviewing as part of the funding
process is the deliverability of the scheme. For that reason the progress with
the Transport and Works Act Order application process is continuing in parallel



Stakeholder and public consultation
(Spring/Summer 2011)

Application for funding submitted to Outline design finalised
the Department for Transport (Autumn 2011)

(Autumn 2011)
Feedback from consultation
Information update event (Autumn 2011)

(Autumn 2011)

Transport and Works Act Order
application submitted
(Winter 2011)

Response to funding application
(Winter 2011)

Potential Public Inquiry
(2012)

Confirmation of
Transport and Works Act Order
(2012)

Existing Watford Metropolitan Line
terminus Station Closure process
commences (2012)
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Detailed design
(2013)

Construction work starts on site
(2014)

Croxley
Rail Link

opens (2016)

Connecting Watford




CONTACT US

: Thank you for taking part in the
Croxley Rail Link consultation. 77
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