
TEXT O F  SOVIZT N Z  ( 1 s t  A p r i l  '54) 

The f o l l o w i n g   t e x t  o f  t h e   S o v i e t   n o t e  of y e s t e r d a y  
is u n o f f i c i a l ,   a s   r e c e i v e d  f r o m  the Assoc ia t ed   P res s :  

London, A p r i l  1 (RP) - Noscow b r o a d c a s t   t o d a y   t h e  text  of a 
S o v i e t   n o t e   c o n t a i n i n g  new p roposa l s  f o r  m r o p e a n   s e c u r i t y   ( t h e  
b r o a d c a s t   v e r s i o n   v a s   t h e   n o t e   s e n t  t o  the  French  Government. 
S i m i l a r   n o t e s   w e n t   t o   t h e   U n i t e d   S t a t e s  and Grea t  Br i t a in . )  

The Text :  

The Soviet  Government f ipds  i t  n e c e s s a r y   t o   c a l l   t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  the  French  Government t o   ' t h e   f o l l o w i n g .  

The S o v i e t  Union has c o n s i s t e n t l y   p u r s u e d  a p o l i c y  of peaoe 
.. ~ and of i m p r o v i n g   r e l a t i o n s   b e t w e e n   c o u n t r i e s ,  'This i s  r e f l e c t -  

ed i n  t h e  proposals  which  the  Soviet   Government has p u t   b e f o r e  
the   Un i t ed   Na t ions  f o r  a g e n e r a l  apms reduct ion   and  f o r  the  pro- 
h i b i t i o n  of atomic  and  other  weapons of w h o l e s a l e   a n n i h i l a t i o n .  . . . . . . . . . 

If the  problem o f  a g e n e r a l  arms reduc t ion  and the  p r o h i b i t -  
i on  of a tomic  and o t h e r  o f  t h e  most  dangerous  weapons of vrhole- 
s a l e   a n n i h i l a t i o n  were a d j u s t e d ,  t h e  heavy  burden   the   peoples  
c a r r y  now osving t o  t h e   c o n t i n u e d  arms d r i v e   n o u l d   b e   g r e a t l y  
r a i s e d ,  and the   dange r  t h a t  s u c h   m a j o r   s c i e n t i f i c   d i s c o v e r i e s   a s  
t h e   d i s c o v e r y  o f  ways of employing  atomic  enorgy m i g h t  be used  
f o r   d e s t r u c t i v e   p u r p o s e s   w o u l d  b e  e l imina ted .  Tha s o l u t i o n  o f  
t h i s  problem would be h i g h l y   s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  promoting  peace and 
t h e   s e c u r i t y  of t he   peop les .  

Up t o  now, as i s  know? i t  has not   been possible t o  s e c u r e  
t h e   p r o p e r   i n t e r n a t i o n a l   a g r z e m e n t s  on the  aforementioned  import-  
a n t   i s s u e s   o v i n g  t o  t h e   d i f f i c u l t i e s   e n c o u n t e r c d .  This circum- 
s t a n c e s ,   h o w w e r ,   s h o u l d   n o t   d e t r a c t  f r o m  the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  

p a r t i c u l a r   r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  maintenance of world p e a c e ,   t o  
Secure  such  agreements .  As f a r  as  t h e   S o v i e t  Union i s  concern- 

ed i t  vil1 con t inue  t o  i n s i s t  that  a s u b s t a n t i a l   r e d u c t i o n  i n  the 
arms and  armed  forces of t h e   c o u n t r i e s  i s  necessary   and  tha% an 
agreement  must be reachad t o  r u l e   o u t   t h e  employment o f  atomic 
e n e r g y   f o r   d e s t r u c t i o n   a n d   t h e   w h o l e s a l e   a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  human 
be ings .  

f.'. L. e f f o r t s ,   e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  par t  o f  the   big  powers ,#   which bear a 
t.:..: '. 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  s u c h   e f f o r t s  on t h e  par t  o f  c o u n t r i e s  i s  
g rowing   eve r   g rea t e r ,   e spGc ia l ly   s ince  the  d e s t r u c t i v e  power o f  
atomic  weapons i s  c o n s t z n t l y   i n c r e a s i n g  and more than t h a t   t h e r e  
have  appeared  hydrogen  weapons  which  are many t imes  more  powerf'ul 
than  atomic  weapons.   There  can  be n o  doubt tha t  t h e  employment 
of a tomic  and hydrogen  wcapons i n  a war w o u l d   b r i n g   t h e   p e o p l e s  
u n t o l d   s u f f e r i n g .  It  would mean the  w h o l e s a l e   a n h i h f l a t i o n  of 
c i v i l i a n s  and t h e   d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  b i g  c i t i e s ,  the c e n t e r s  of p r e s -  
e n t   d a y   i n d u s t r y ,   c u l t u r e  and sc i ence ,   i nc lud ing   such  old c e n t e r s  
of c i v i l i s a t i o n  as  t h e   l e a d i n g   c a p i t a l s  o f  the   world.  
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I n   o b s e r v i n g   c o r r e s p o n d i n g   e f f o r t s   t o  make it e a s i e r  t o  
reach  agreemont on t h e s e   m j o r   p r o b l e m s ,   t h e   S o v i e t  Government 
i s   a l s o  a c t i n g  on t h e   b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  a rz  o t h e r ,  as y e t  un 
u t i l i z e d ,   o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  up pcace. First of all, 
t h e   s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  s e c u r i t y  i n  Surope  should  be 
no ted ,  inasmuch as the maintenance   o f   peace   in  ':mope i s  d e c i s -  
i ve ly   impor t an t  i f  genera l   peace  i s  t o  be maintained  and a new 
world 'war   prevented.  

I 
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With t h i s  in view the  Soviet  Governrmnt put  a proposal t o  gucircmtee 
secu r i ty  i n  Europe be fo re  t h e   B e r l i n   m e t i n g  of  French, British, U.S. a l6   Sovie t  '. 

F o r o i p  Elinisters end, in th i s   connec t ion ,   suh i t t ed  a d r , d t  of the  fundz.:entr.ls 
of a Gcnerd  European  Treaty  for   col lect ive  securi ty  i n  Europe. The draf t   provides  
for a g c n c r d  Ea-opean systel:: of s ecu r i ty  based on the   co l l ec t ive   e f fo r t s  of all 
the  C o m t r i e s  of Europe. 

811 the  Europezn countries,  i:rcspective of  social   systens,  c m  he 
par t ic ipants .  This ir-cludes Gernany. bioreover,  pending the   in tegra t ion  o f  
Gcnxmy, the  Geman Dcnocratic  RepuSlic and the  Gernm Fcc!eral R e p b l i c  could. 
be  s ignator ies  t o  the   t rez ty ,  In the  ccsc  of an mxed  a t tack on m y  one of 
t he  s ign:Ltor ies ,   the   t rer- ty   s t ipulatos   that   the   a t tmked  country  shd1 be 
a s s i s t e d  by  every  possible  uccns,  incluGing  the  use o f  znled   force ,   to   res tore  
and m i n t e i n   i n t e r n e t i o n a l  peace md secu r i ty  i n  Europe, Consequentlr the d r d t  
fund?.r:ont;lJs of a general  European  treaty is intended t o  est?-blish m cf fec t ive  
sys tea  of co l lec t ive   secur i ty  in Europe in accordmce w i t h  the   p r inc ip les  of 
ON charter .  The crea t ion  o f  a geneml  European  systen o f  co l l ec t ive   s ecu r i ty  
would put  an end t o  the   forna t ion   in  Eurol1e o f  mtagonistic  L5lit tx-y  groups or" 
countries.  The cstablislnient of  such  groups  inmriably tends t o   a g v a v a t e  
r e l a t ions  between countr ies  and i n c r e a s e   h o s t i l i t y  and d i s t r u s t ,  t o  say  nothing 
o f  t!?c f a c t   t h a t  it is attended by an m s  dr ive  with all t he   r e su l t i ng  consequences 
f o r  t he  7eople. 

It should a l s o  be  borne i n  Ei rd  that the   c rea t ion  of one r,:ilitery 2 ; roq  of 
Countries  invariably  precipitates  correspondin2  action on t h e  prit o f  other  
countr ies  t o  gmran tee   t he i r   socmi ty ,  As a result, t h e r e   D i s e s  a s i tua t ion  
wherein  relations between countries are based  not on n des i r e  f o r  nutual  
cooperation i n  t h e   i n t e r e s t s  of keeping peace,  5ut  on such an o f f se t t i ng  o f  each 
other  as inevitably  incree-ses the strain i n  re la t ions between countries and thoro- 
by heightens the nenace o f  mothe r  war. 

It r u s t  not  be ovzr looked   tha t   bo th   the   F i r s t  and Second World Wars were 
precoded by the   e s t ab l i sh i cn t  o f  antagonis t ic  r , ïLitr~ groups of countrics and 
the s p l i t t i n g  of Europe i n t o  two host i le   car~ps.  Gar rlust we fo rge t   t he  
par t icular ly   dcngerous  role  of Geman nilitarisn i n  such   r i i l i t a ry   poups  end in 
provoking  the First and Second World Wgrs.. rJ.1 t h i s  underscores how k p o r t r n t  
it is t o  o f f s e t   t h e   p d i c y  of forning  antagonistic  Eili-y  groups o f  countrics 
with O policy of affect ive  cooperat ion on the p a r t  of all the European countries 
f o r  the  sake o f  n a i n t a i n h g  md pror.oting peace, 
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Such cooperation between a l l   t h e  European countries,  large 
and small,  irrespective o f  social  systems, would make i t  pdssible 
t a  avoid a s i tua t ion  wherein  Europe i s  periodically  embroiled  in 
devastating  wars, as the  his tory o f  the  European countries f o r  
the  past  hundred  years shows. I t  is  f o r  t h i s  reason  that  the 
Soviet Gmernment has time and time again  called  the  attention 
of the  French Government as   wel l   as   the B r i t i s h  and U.S. Govern- 
ments to  the  danger  inherent  in  the  formation o f  mil i ta ry  
groups of countries. 

For one, the.Soviet  Government has drawn a t ten t ion  
t a  th i s  i n  view o f  the  plans t a  form what i s  Galled  the 
European  Defense Cammunity, plans which lead t o  the  res tarat ibn 
af German Militarism with a l l   t h e   r e s u l t i n g  dangerouo  )consequences 

,.-. f c r  peace i n  Europe, especial ly  f a r  the   secur i ty  o f  West Germany's 
neighbors. The plans t a  fsrm a European  Defense Community, 
i t  i s  known, st ipulate  the  establishment o f  a closed  mili tary 

' .  group of s i x  European countries  behind  the  screen o f  which a so- 

.. . .  Belgium, The Netherlands, Luxembourg and West  Germany too ,  would 
. termed  European Army, comprising  the armed fc rces  of France,   I tzly,  

be  organized. 

.The main r o l e   i n  this  European Army i s  assigned t o  the 
Armed Farces of West  Germant with Nazi  Generals a t  the Head. This 
conf l ic t s  with the commitments assumed by  France,  Britain and 
the U.S.A. , together with the  Sovie't Union n o t  t c  permit a 
resurgence o f  German militarism. What i s  more, there  are  already 
plans on f o o t  t a  es tabl ish  several  dozen West  German divisions. 

I t  i s  also  well  known tha t   i n  view of the  plans t o  
organize a European Army, rul ing  quarters  o f  West  Germany are 
openly  wdrking .tc; speed  the  remili tarizaticn of West  Germany and t c  
f o r m  regular  armed fa rces  of a l l  k inds  and no langer   f ind i t  

neighb.oring  countries, f o r  t h k s  reasnn  the peace-minded nations 
.. . of Eurcpe, especial ly  West Germany's neighbers,   cannot  but  feel  

.. -, 

, . ., necessary t 6  conceal  their  aggressi%e  aims with respect t a  

,...... I ...... e a legit imate  anxiety f o r  t he i r   s ecu r i ty ,   i n  view 6f the  danger ,...  .. 
.. .. . 

stemming from a reviving German mil i tar ism and the  incorporaticn 
of West  Germany i n  a Eurepean  Defense community. 
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Reviving Germany m i l i t a r i s m  and fo rming   mi l i t a ry   g roups  i n  
Zurope far  from promot ing  peace mr3ans paving   the  way fo r   ano the r  
var.  Yet t o d a y ,  n o r e   t h a n   e v e r   b e f o r e ,  all t h e  peace-minded 
count r izs ,   and   above  a l l  t h e   b i g  powers, s h o u l d   d i r e c t   t h e i r  
e f f o r t s   t o   p r e v e n t i n g  a nevi v a r  and t o  s e z i n g  t h a t  the   peop les  of 
Zurope ,   inc luding   the  German, sr2 n o t   i n v o l v e d   i n   a n o t h e r  war 
which i n   p r e s o n t   c o n d i t i o n s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y   d a n g e r o u s  f o r  t h e  
n a t i o n s .  This can be s u c c e s s f u l l y   a c h i e v e d  if ins t ead   o f   an t ag -  
o n i s t i c   m i l i t a r y   g r o u p s  o f  &ropean   coun t r i a s  there i s  c r e a t e d  a 
sys t zm o f  s e c u r i t y   b a s e d  on t h e  cornmon e f f o r t s  of' all t h e  
Suropean   coun t r i e s .  

A t  the same t i m e   t h e   e s t z b l i s h m e n t  o f  such a sys tem o f  
c o l l e c t i v e   s e c u r i t y   i n  Xurope  would  promote a genera l   peace .  
This  i s  t h e   v e r y   r e a s o n  why t h c   i d e a  o f  c o l l e c t i v e   s e c u r i t y   i n  
Europe ,   e spec ia l ly   s ince  the  B e r l i n   m e e t i n g ,   c o n m n d s   t h e   o n c r g e t -  
i c   s u p p o r t  o f  a number   o f   count r ies  as well as o f   l a r g e  inter-  
n a t   i o n a l   f o r c e s .  

?!hen t h e   S o v i e t  proposal  t o   c o n c l u d e  a General  European 
Trea ty  was e x a m i n e d ' a t   t h e   B e r l i n   m e e t i n g ,  %here p r o v e d   t o   b e  
divergences  which made i t  imposs ib le  t o  reach  agreement.  However, 
i n  view o f  t h 3  importance o f  r each ing   t he   p rope r   ag reemen t  on 
t h i s  major  i s s u e ,   t h e   S o v i e t  Government f o c l s  it would b e  ex- 
p e d i e n t   t o   c o n t i n u e   d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  proposa l .  

I n  connec t ion  with the   examinc t ion  o f  t h e   S o v i e t  proposal t o  
g u a r a n t e e   c o l l e c t i v e   s e c u r i t y  i n  Europc,   the   opinion  has   been 
voiced that  it i s  u n d e s i r a b l e  t ha t  the U.S.A. should  remain  out-  
s i d e   t h e   t r e a t y   f o r   c o l l e c t i v e   s a c u r i t y   i n   E u r o p e .  I n  view o f  
t h i s ,  and, b e a r i n g  i n  mind t h t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  U.S.A. d u r i n g  
World 'Var II i n   t h e  common f i g h t  a g a i n s t   N a z i   a g g r e s s i o n ,  and t h e  
r c s p o n s i b i l i t y   w h i c h  i t  b a a r s   a l o n e  with the   Sovie t   Union ,   France  
and B r i t a i n   f o r  a pos t -war   se t t lcment   in   Europe ,  a l s o  cons ide r -  
ing   the   v iew  zxpressed   by   the  U.S. Government a t  t h e   B e r l i n  
M e e t i n g ,   t h e   S o v i e t   f o r  i t s  pa r t ,  sees no o b s t a c l e s   i n  t h e  nay of 
a favourable   ad jus tment  o f  the  problem  of  U.S. p a r t i c i p a t i o n   i n  a 
General  Xuropean  Treaty f o r  c o l l z c t i v c   s e c u r i t y   i n   g u r o p e ,  Thus 
the d i f f i c u l t y   i n  the m y  o f  an agreemznt t o  set up a system of 
c o l l e c t i v e   s e c u r i t y   i n   E u r o p e   w h i c h  has been   no ted   up   to  now 
shou ld   d i sappea r .  l 
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When t h e   S o v i e t   p r o p o s a l  f o r  a General   Zuropean  Treaty 
was examined a t   t h e   B a r l i n   m e e t i n g ,   t h e   m a t t e r  was a l s o   r a i s e d  
of t h e   p l a c e   a n d   r o l e  o f  t he   Nor th   A t l cn t i c   T rea ty   Organ iza t -  
i o n  i n   c o n n e c t i o n  with t h e   e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a system o f  c o l l -  
e c t i v e   s e c u r i t y  i n  3urope. The spokesman o f  FrEnce, as  w e l l  
as B r i t a i n  and  the U.S.A. ,  a s s e r t e d  tha t  t h e   N o r t h   A t l a n t i c  
T r e a t y  i s  defens ive   and  i s  n o t   d i r e c t e d   a g a i n s t   a n y   c o u n t r y  o r  
group o f  c o u n t r i e s ,   S t a t e m e n t s   t o  t h i s  e f f ec t   have   been  made 
b y   o f f i c i a l   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s   o f   F r a n c e  as w e l l  as  spokesmen of 
the U.S.A. and   Br i t a in   s ince   t he   Be r l in   mce t ing   c losed  i n  comment 
on t h e   S o v i e t   p r o p o s a l  t o  establ ish a general   European  system of 
c o l l e c t i v e   s e c u r i t y .  

The pos i t ion   o f   the   Sovie t   Government  with r e g a r d   t o   t h e  
Nor th  A t l a n t i c   T r e a t y  i s  well kaovm. The  Government of the 
U.S.S.R. d id  n o t   s h a r e ,  n o r  can i t  today ,   t he   v i ew tha t  t h i s  
t r e a t y  i s  d e f ' m s i v c .  The Soviet   Government  proceeds  from the 
f a c t   t h a t   t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c   T r e a t y   e s t a b l i s h e s  a c losed   group 
of  c o u n t r i e s  and i g n o r e s   t h e  problem o f   a v e r t i n g   f r e s h  Germen 
aggres s ion .  And inasmuch as t h e   S o v i e t  Union  of a l l  the b ig  

tha t  i s  n o t  a s i g n a t o r y  t o  this t r e a t y ,   t h e  Nor th  A t l a n t i c  

aga ins t   t he   Sov ie t   Un ion .  

,- . 

, -. powers t ha t  b e l o n g e d   t o   t h e   a n t i - H i t l e r   c o a l i t i o n  i s  the  o n l y  one 

. .  Trea ty   canno t   bu t   be   r ega rded  as a n   a g g r e s s i v e   p a c t   d i r c c t e d  

. .  . 
\ ... . 

Pla in ly   enough ,   g iven   t he   p rope r   cond i t ions ,   t he   Nor th  
A t l a n t i c  T rea ty   Organ iza t ion   cou ld  l o s e  i t s  a g g r e s s i v e   c h a r a c t e r ,  
t h a t  i s ,  if a l l  t h e  b i g  powers which belonged t o   t h e   a n t i - H i t l e r  
c o a l i t i o n  became i t s  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  I n  view  of t h i s  th2 S o v i e t  
Government ,   guided  by  the  unchanged  pr inciples  o f  i t s  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  of peace   and   des i rous  o f  r e l a x i n g  the t e n s i o n   i n   i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l   r e l a t i o n s ,   s t a t e s  i t s  r e a d i n e s s   t o   j o i n  with t h e   i n t e r -  
es ted  gov5rnmsnts  i n  examining  the matter o f  having  the Sov ie t  
U n i o n p a r t i c i o a f e i n n t i c  Treaty,  

and U.S. s a y   t h e y  wish t o  zase  the world t e n s i o n  and promote 
peace ,  we may expec t  that  t h e y  will l o o k  with f a v o r  on s t e p s  
t o  ensu re   such  a s i t u a t i o n   w h e r e b y   t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c   T r e a t y  
would a c q u i r e  a r e d l y   d z f e n s i v e   c h a r a c t e r  and ;the ground  would 
be  la id  t o  p reven t   any   pa r t  o f  Germany from becoming  involved i n  
m i l i t a r y   g r o u p s .  

Inasmuch as the  French  Government ,  as w e l l  as t h e  Br i t i sh  

In   such  8 c a s e   t h e   N o r t h   A t l a n t i c   T r e a t y   O r g a n i z a t i o n  would 
c e a s e   t o   b e  a c l o s e d   m i l i t a r y   g r o u p  o f  states,  i t  would  be  open 
t o  o t h e r  European   count r ies ,  and th i s ,  a long  with t h e   e s t a b l i s h -  
ment o f  an e f f e c t i v e   s y s t e m   o f   c o l l e c t i v e   s e c u r i t y   i n   T u r o p e ,  
w o u l d   b e   h i g h l y   i m p o r t a n t   i n   c o n s o l i d a t i n g  world peace. The 
Sovie t   Government   fee l s  tha t  p r o b l e m s   a r i s i n g   i n  t h i s  connec t ion  
c o u l d   b e  set t led t o   t h z   s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  a l l  t h e   i n t e r e s t e d  
c o u n t r i e s   i n  th2 i n t e r s s t s  of a more enduring  pcace  and  .great  
s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e   p e o p l e s .  


